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§1 
C. 52:27D-198.6 

P.L. 1997, CHAPTER 428, approved January 19, 1998 

Assembly, No. 2588 (First Reprint) 

1 AN ACT concerning the display of certain vegetation and 

2 supplementing the "Uniform Fire Safety Act," P.L.1983, c.383 

3 (C.52:27D-I92 et seq.). 

4 

5 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly ofthe State 

6 ofNew Jersey: 

7 

8 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any law, rule or regulation to 

9 the contrary, 1 [vegetation such as but not limited to straw, hay, vines, 

10 leaves, stalks, trees and moss,] trees and wreaths 1 used in holiday 

11 displays may be exhibited in 1 [commercial buildings and places of 

12 assembly used for religious purposes from Thanksgiving Day through 

13 New Year's Day] all buildings covered by the "Uniform Fire Safety 

14 Act." P.L.1983. c.383 (C.52:27D-I92. et seq.) under the following 

15 conditions: 

16 a. Natural cut trees shall be permitted in any building if the trees: 

17 1) Are located in areas protected by an approved automatic 

18 sprinkler system. or 

19 2) Meet the flame-retardant requirements of the "Uniform Fire 

20 Safety Act." P.L.1983. c.383 (C.52:27D-I92. et seq.) provided that 

21 the trees are watered daily. 

22 b. Living trees in a balled condition with their roots protected by 

23 an earth baJI. maintained in a fresh condition and not allowed to 

24 become dry. shall be permitted in any building. 

25 c. Holiday wreaths not in excess of 10 percent of the aggregate 

26 wall area of any room or space shall be permitted in any building. 

27 d. The appropriate enforcing agency may limit the number of trees 

28 in any building. 

29 e. Trees shall not be allowed to obstruct corridors. exits or other 

30 means of egress. 

31 f. Open flames such as from candles. lanterns. kerosene heaters and 

32 gas-fired heaters shall not be located on or near trees or holiday 

EXPLANAnON - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not 
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter underlined thus is new matter. 
Matter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 
1 Assembly amendments adopted in accordance with Governor's recommendations 

January 12, 1998. 
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1 wreaths. 

2 g. Nothing herein shall apply to, or be construed as extending the 

3 jurisdiction of. the "Uniform Safety Act," P.L.1983, c.383 (C.52:27D

4 192, et seq.) to residential buildings.'. 

5 

6 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II Concerns display of holiday vegetation. 



ASSEMBLY, No. 2588
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY--_..•.._-
INTRODUCED DECEMBER 12, 1996 

By Assemblymen CARROLL and KELLY 

1 AN ACT concerning the display of certain vegetation and 

2 supplementing the "Uniform Fire Safety Act," P.L.1983, c.383 

3 (C.52:27D-192 et seq.). 

4 

5 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

6 of New Jersey: 

7 

8 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any law, rule or regulation to 

9 the contrary, vegetation such as but not limited to straw, hay, vines, 

10 leaves, stalks, trees and moss, used in holiday displays may be 

11 exhibited in commercial buildings and places of assembly used for 

12 religious purposes from Thanksgiving Day through New Year's Day. 

13 

14 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

15 

16 

17 STATEMENT 

18 

19 This bill permits vegetation used in holiday displays to be exhibited 

20 in commercial buildings and places of religious worship from 

21 Thanksgiving Day through New Year's Day. Current regulations 

22 adopted pursuant to the "Uniform Fire Safety Act," P.L.1983, c.383 

23 (C. 52:27D-195 et seq.) prohibit such displays in places of assembly 

24 unless the material is noncombustible or flame-resistant. In other 

25 structures, such materials are prohibited for decorative purposes in 

26 such quantities as to constitute a fire hazard, unless the materials are 

27 flameproofed in an approved manner. 
28 

29 

30 

31 

32 Concerns display of holiday vegetation. 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
--_..•.._--
INTRODUCED DECEMBER 12, 1996 

By Assemblymen CARROLL and KELLY 

1 AN ACT concerning the display of certain vegetation and 

2 supplementing the "Uniform Fire Safety Act," P.L.1983, c.383 

3 CC.52:27D-192 et seq.). 

4 

5 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

6 ofNew Jersey: 

7 
8 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any law, rule or regulation to 

9 the contrary, 1[vegetation such as but not limited to straw, hay, vines, 

10 leaves, stalks, trees and moss,] trees and wreaths 1 used in holiday 

11 displays may be exhibited in 1[commercial buildings and places of 

12 assembly used for religious purposes from Thanksgiving Day through 

13 New Year's Day] all buildings covered by the "Uniform Fire Safety 

14 Act." P.L.1983. c.383 (C.52:27D-192. et seq.) under the following 

15 conditions' 

16 a. Natural cut trees shall be permitted in any building if the trees: 

17 1) Are located in areas protected by an approved automatic 

18 sprinkler system. or 

19 2) Meet the flame-retardant requirements of the "Uniform Fire 

20 Safety Act." P.L.1983. c.383 (C.52:27D-192. et seq.) provided that 

21 the trees are watered daily. 

22 b. Living trees in a balled condition with their roots protected by 

23 an earth ball. maintained in a fresh condition and not allowed to 

24 become dry. shall be permitted in any building. 

25 c. Holiday wreaths not in excess of 10 percent of the aggregate 

26 wall area of any room or space shall be permitted in any building. 

27 d. The appropriate enforcing agency may limit the number of trees 

28 in any building. 

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not 
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law. 

Matter underlined ~ is new matter. 
Matter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 
I Assembly amendments adopted in accordance with Gtlvernor's recommendations 

January 12, 1998. 
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1 e. Trees shall not be allowed to obstruct corridors. exits or other 

2 means of egress. 

3 f, Open flames such as from Candles. lanterns. kerosene heaters and 

4 gas-fired heaters shall not be located on or near trees or holiday 

5 wreaths. 

6 g. Nothing herein shall apply to. or be construed as extending the 

7 jurisdiction of. the "Uniform Safety Ace" P.L.1983. c.383 (C.52:27D

8 192. et seq,) to residential buildings. 1. 

9 

10 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 Concerns display of holiday vegetation, 



ASSEMBLY STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 2588 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: DECEMBER 16, 1996 

The Assembly State Government Committee reports favorably 

Assembly, No. 2588. 

This bill permits vegetation used in holiday displays to be exhibited 

in commercial buildings and places of religious worship from 

Thanksgiving Day through New Year's Day. Current regulations 

adopted pursuant to the "Uniform Fire Safety Act," P.L.1983, c.383 

(C.52:27D-195 et seq.) prohibit such displays in places of assembly 

unless the material is noncombustible or flame-resistant. In other 

structures, such materials are prohibited for decorative purposes in 

such quantities as to constitute a fIre hazard, unless the materials are 

flameproofed in an approved manner. 



SENATE STATE GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 2588 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: AUGUST 25,1997 

The Senate State Government Committee reports without 

recommendation Assembly Bill No. 2588. 

This bill pennits vegetation used in holiday displays to be exhibited 

in commercial buildings and places of religious worship from 

Thanksgiving Day through New Year's Day. Current regulations 

adopted pursuant to the "Uniform Fire Safety Act," P.L.1983, c.383 

(C.52:27D-195 et seq.) prohibit such displays in places of assembly 

unless the material is noncombustible or flame-resistant. 

At present, flammable materials, such as cotton batting, straw, dry 

vines, leaves, trees, artificial flowers or shrubbery and plastic foam 

material, are prohibited for decorative purposes in such quantities as 

to constitute a fire hazard, unless the materials are flame proofed in an 

approved manner. 

The Senate State Government Committee reports favorably 

Assembly Bill No.2588. 
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the court. Wildlife fell three votes short of pas

sage in the Senate. Chrisbnas displays . :"
 

Another bill (A-3226) that would Whitman persuaded the LegISla.
make New Jersey one of only four ture to change a bill that would 
states allowing the harvesting ofju have allowed the unrestricted use of 
venile eels also died in the Senate Christmas trees and other fonns Of 
when it was not posted for a vot~. vegetation for holiday displays in 
Recreational fIshennen and e~vl commercial buildings an~ 
ronmentalists had opposed the bill. churches. 

Under current fIre code restri«Firefighters pensions 
tions, live trees, dry vines, str.a~A bill (S-1878) that allows co~
and other such types of vegetatiOn ties and municipalities to provlde 
must be noncombustible and meet retirement benefIts for volunte~r 
flame-retardant requirements to befIrefIghters received its fInal legIS

.allowed in public buildings, gatherlative approval in the Assembly. 
ing places and school bUild~~. ~The 78-to-{) Assembly vote was 

The bill (A-2588) as origInallygreeted with cheers by dozens of 
written would have lifted those reOcean County fIrefIghters in the 
strictions on displays betweel)gallery. Thanksgiving and New Year's Day. George Convery, a member of the 
Instead Whitman suggested andBoard of Fire Commissioners for 
lawmakers agreed that the bill beDistrict 1 in Dover Township, said 
narrowed to include only trees and.the benefIt will help towns attract 
wreaths that it apply year-round, and keep volunteer fIrefIghters. 
and sh~uld be applicable to any..•Last month, Superior Court 
building covered by the Uniform: Judge Eugene D. Serpentelli ruled 
Fire Safety Act.in a Dever Township case that pro
o Press staffwriters Lisa L.,-icing such benefIts for vol~tee.r 
Colangelo and Susan K. Livio '-.l1'l'flgUers is illegal. The bill, if 
contributed to this story. ~ivnpn by Whitman, would overrule 

.Bill to freeze 
property taxes
 
for some OK'd
 
01 unLU In&.._vn bill has risen since last year. 
STATEHOUSE BUREAU Qualilled seniors and dis<.Jbled 

homeowners will receive checks to
TRENTON - More than 30,000 cover property-tax increases above low- income senior and disabled their 1997 bills. The money willhomeowners in Monmouth and come from the Casino RevenueOcean counties will no longer have Fund.to worry about property tax in The freeze will save eligible tax· creases. payers - and cost the state - about
Lawmakers last night agreed $20 million next year, according to a

with Gov. Whitman's changes on a legislative analysis. The cost will
bill (A\3) to freeze property taxes for rise to about $150 million a year in a 
;.;~re than 200,000 seniors and disa decade.
bled homeowners around the state. Eligible recipients include mobi
\\'hitman already has said she will le-home owners, who will be reim
sign the bill into law. bursed for the part of their site fees 

Supporters say the tax freeze will that go toward property taxes. Also 
prevent some low-income seniors eligible will be retirement commu
anG disabled residents from losing nity residents with contracts re
their homes because of rising prop quiring them to bear a share of 
erty taxes. property taxes on their units. 

"It's not right that retirees who Supporters expected the bill to be

live on fIXed incomes and struggle come law weeks ago. But it stalled
 
just to make ends meet are being when Sen. Gerald Cardinale, R-Ber

forced to sell their homes because gen, tried to amend the bill to make
 
they cannot afford to pay their prop more seniors eligible.
 
erty taxes," said Assembly Speaker Under Cardinale's proposed

Jack Collins, R-Salem, the bill's pri amendment, the income thresholds
 
mary sponsor. to qualify for the freeze would have
 

Under the bill, a homeowner will been higher in counties where aver

qualify for the tax break if: age property taxes were higher than
 
• The homeowner is at least 65 the state average in 1996. The
 
years old or disabled. threshold would have remained the
 
• The homeowner has owned the same in counties where average
 
residence for at least three years. property taxes were equal to or
 
• The homeowner has lived in New below the state average.
 
Jersey for 10 consecutive years. For example, the average 1996
 
• The homeowner's income does property tax paid in Monmouth 
not exceed $17,918 for an individual C9unty was $4,120 - about 7 per-
or $21,970 for a household. cent above the state average, Ie Services Library 
I:: The_ homeowner's property tax according to Cardinale's research Asbury Park Prn<=.<" 



Jan( I 12, 1998
( STA£ OF NEW JERSEY 

f.:tECl:T\VE DE".""T~lEST 

ASSBMBLY BILL NO. 2588 

To the General Assembly: 

Pursuant to Article V, Sectj on I, Paragraph 14 of the 

New Jersey Constitution, I am returning Assembly Bill No. 2588 

with my recommendations for reconsideration. 

A. Summary of Bill 

Under current law, the display of holiday vegetation is 

. . _ '.: ,"=..;...:r. _ ~ '".' .::- _.

regulated. Specifically, theVniform Fi~~Cod~~~-the Code«j, 

adopted pursuant to the Uniform Fir~' Safety Act, P.L. 1983, 

c.383 (C.52:27D-192 et seq.), permits the use of trees, leaves, 

dry vines, straw and other flammable materials in public 

buildings when those materials have been flameproofed in an 

approved manner. The Code also permits the decorative use of 

similar types of vegetation in place. of assembly and 

education, providing they are noncombustible or meet flame 

retardant requirement.. DCA ha. interpreted its regulations as 

permitting· tlw uae ·o~ living trees in a· balled condition with 

their roota protected by an earth ball, if maintained in a 

fresh condition and not allowed to become dry. 

This bill supplements the provisions of the Uniform Fire 

Safety Act by permitting the unrestricted use of vegetation 

such as straw, hay, vines, leaves, st~l~~, 
. .: ~ . ~ 

trees and moss in 
.:...J . : .. ":.':' 

hoI ide.]'" r.~ .:.<:Jlc-ys 
. 

l:h<.:.:t ~:.:;.:f.. 
., . 

c.;Jli-bited in' ;dl;~f~~:i.~cial building~ 
- 0 

2;'.d 

in places of assembly that are used for religious purposes 

The bill applies only to the period from Thanksgiving :d'" 

through New Year's Day. 

B. ReCOmmended Action 

I acknowledge and support the efforts of the SDonso~s :~ 

facili tate the use of trees and other forms of vegetation _" 

holiday displays in commercial buildings and in places·of 
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F:XECCTIYE OEP.-\RT;\IEST/ ., 

assembly that are used for religious purposes. Nevertheless, I 

feel compelled to return this bill with my recommendations 

designed to balance society's desire for holiday displays and 

society's need for protection against potential fire hazards. 

In accord with the intent of the sponsors of this bill, I 

recommend more specific, and therefore more informative, 

requirements about holiday displays, especially the use and 

placement of' trees and wreaths. Such specificity would be 

helpful to those involved in	 creating and placing such 

displays. I further recommend that this more specific 

direction about what is and what is not permitted apply not 

only to displays in commercial buildings and in places of 

assembly that are used for religious purposes but for displays 

in all buildings covered by the Uniform Fire Safety Act. 

Finally, I recommend that this additional specificity apply not 

only during a particular holiday period but year-round. 

Theret~•. I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 2588 and 
~. 

~..;.~ ." '~.'-

recommend'ihat it be amended as follows: 

Pa~e 1. Section 1. Lines 9-10:	 After ·contrary,· 
delete ·vegetation 
such as but not 
limited to straw, 
hay, vines, leaves, 
stalks, trees and 
mosB,w and insert 
"trees an~ wre~thsNv 

.- .... c -- .-:. :c 
- . 

Pa~e 1. Section i. Lines 11-12: After "i~H delete " 
"commercial buildings and 
places of assembly used fo~ 

religious purposes from 
Thanksgiving Day through ~e~ 

Year's DayN and insert Hal: 
buildings covered by the 
"Uniform Fire Safety Act," 
P.L. 1983, c. 383 (C.S2:27:J
192, et seq.) under the 
following conditions: 

a. Natural cut trees 
shall be permitted in 
any buildi~g if the trees: 

1) Are located In 
areas oro:ec:ed by an 
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-1:"S~.:.._~ or, 

[seal] 

.:;t test:
 

/s/ Michael P. Torpey
 

Chief Counsel to the Governo~
 

approved automatic 
sprinkler system, or 

2) Meet the flame
retardant requirements 
of the "Uniform Fire Safety 
Act," P.L. 1983, c. 383 
(C.52:27D-192, et seq.) 
provided that the trees 
are watered daily. 

b. Living trees in a 
balled condition with 
their roots protected by 
an earth ball, maintained 
in a fresh condition and 
not allowed to become 
dry, shall be permitted 
in any building. 

c. Holiday wreath~ not 
in excess of 10 percent 
of the aggregate wall 
area of any room or space 
shall be permitted in any 
building. 

d. The appropriate 
enforcing agency may 
limit the number of trees 
in any building. 

e. Trees shall not be 
allowed to obstruct 
cor~idors, exits or other 
means of egress. 

f. Open flames such as 
from candles, lanterns, 
kerosene heaters and gas
fired heaters shall not 
be located on or near 
trees or holiday wreaths. 

g. Nothing herein shall 
apply to, or be construed 
as extending the 
jurisdiction of, the 
"Uniform Fire Safety Act," 
P.L.	 1983, c. 383 
(C.5~:27D-192, ~t seq.) 
tc- residential 

".' ..~~,'i l~..~.ngs ;." 

Respectfully, 

/s/ Christine Todd Whitman 

GOVERNOR 


	CHECKLIST
	FINAL TEXT OF BILL
	INTRODUCED BILL
	SPONSOR'S STATEMENT
	FIRST REPRINT
	ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE STATEMENT
	SENATE COMMITTEE STATEMENT
	NEWS ARTICLE
	VETO MESSAGE



