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[THIRD OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 21, 1974
 

By Assemblymen BAER, BURSTEIN, MARTIN, CONTILLO,
 

GLADSTONE, VISOTCKY, HOLLENBECK
 

Referred to Committee on Commerce, Industry and Professions
 

AN ACT concerning the unit pricing of consumer commodities and 

supplementing" An act concerning consumer fraud, its preven

tion, and providing penalties therefor," approved June 9, 1960 

(P. L. 1960, c. 39). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Sena,te and General .Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Unit Price 

2 Disclosure Act". 

1 2. As used in this act: "Consumer commodity" means any mer

2 chandise, wares, article, product, comestible or commodity of any 

3 kind or class produced, distributed or offered for retail sale for 

4 consumption by individuals "'other than at the retail establish-

5 ment*, or for use by individuals for purposes of personal care or 

6 in the performance of services rendered within the household, and 

6A which is consumed or expended in the course of such use. 

7 "Director" means the Director of the Division of Consumer 

8 Affairs in the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

9 "Price per measure" means the retail price of a consumer com

10 modity expressed per such unit of weight, standard measure or 

11 standard count as the director shall designate by regulation. 

12 "Person" means any natural person, partnership, corporation 

13 or other organization engaged in the sale, display or offering for 

14 sale of consumer commodities at retail from one or more retail 

15 establishments '" **whose combined total floor orea exceeds 4,000 

16 square feet or 'whose combined total annual gross receipts from 

17 the sale of consumer commodities in the preceding year exceed 

18 $2 million""'" '" . 
EXPLANATION-Maller enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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1 3. It shall be an unlawful practice for any person to expose or 

2 offer for sale at retail any consumer commodities, except as 

3 specifically exempted by the director in accordance with section 4 

4 of this act, unless said consumer commodities shall be plainlY 

5 marked by a stamp, tag, label or sign at the point of display with 

6 the price per measure of such consumer commodity. 

1 4. The Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs in the De

2 partment of Law and Public Safety may by regulation, and in each 

3 instltnce after public hearing, provide for the manner in which price 

4 per measure shall be calculated and displayed, establish and modify 

5 a list of commodities exempt from the provisions of this act, and 

6 define the classes of retail establishment exempted from the require

7 ments of this act; provided that in no case shall *[retail entities]* 

8 "'persons'" with annual gross receipts from the sale of consumer 

9 commodities "'in the preceding tax yea,r'" of more than 

10 "'[$250,000.00]'" "'$2 million'" **from all retail establishments with 

11 a total floor area of more than 4,000 sq1,lare feet each** be exempt 

12 from the provisions of this act, and provided further that the 

13 director, in promulgating unit-pricing regulations, shall not exempt 

14 consumer commodities or retail establishments from the provisions 

15 of this act except where compliance therewith would be impractical, 

16 unreasonably burdensome or unnecessary for adequate protection· 

] 7 of consumers. "'**The Director of the Division of Consumer Af

18 fairs shall maintain at all times and make public a clearly defined 

18A list of specific com'modities exempt from the provisions of this act 

19 and of all classes of retail commodities and all classes of retclil 

20 establishments required to be in compliance with this act and any 

21 regulations issued hereunder.*** 

1 5. The director, pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative 

2 Procedures Act, P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.), shall 

3 promulgate such other regulations as shall be necessary in his 

4 discretion to effectuate the purposes of this act. 

1 6. This act shall take effect 6 months after its enactment ***lJro

2 vided that steps necessary to prepare for its implementation, in

3 eluding the adoption of regulations may be taken in advance of its 

4 effective date""""'. 



ASSEMBLY, No. 813 
" 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
, 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 21, 1974 

By Assemblymen BAER, BURSTEIN, MARTIN, CONTILLO, 

GLADSTONE, VISOTCKY, HOLLENBECK 

Referred to Committee on Commerce, Industry and Professions 

AN ACT concerning the unit pricing of consumer commodities and 

supplementing" An act concerning consumer fraud, its preven

tion, and providing penalties therefor," approved June 9, 1960 

(P. L. 1960, c. 39). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assernbly of the State 

Z of New Jersey: 

1 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Unit Price 

2 Disclosure Act" as used in this act: 

1 2. "Consumer commodity" means any merchandise, wares, 

2 article, product, comestible or co~modity of any kind or class 

3 produced, distributed or offered for retail sale for consumption by 

4 individuals, or for use by individuals for purposes of personal care
" 

5 or in the performance of services rendered within the household,
 

6 and which is consumed or expended in the course of such use.
 

7 "Director" means the Director of the Division of Consumer
 

8 Affairs in the Department of Law and Public Safety.
 

9 "Price per measure" means the retail price of a consumer com


10 modity expressed per such unit of weight, standard measure or 

11 standard count as the director shall designate by regulation. 

12 " Person" means any natural person, partnership, corporation 

13 or other organization engaged in the sale, display or offering for 

14 sale of consumer commodities at retail from one or more retail 

15 establishmtmts. 

1 3. It shall be an unlawful practice for any person to expose or 

2 offer for sale at retail any consumer commodities, except as 

3 specifically exempted by the director in accordance with section 4 

4 of this act, unless said consumer commodities shall be plainly 

5 marked by a stamp, tag, label or sign at the point of display with 

6 the price per measure of such consumer commodity. 

1 4. The Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs in the De

2 partment of Law and Public Safety may by regulation, and in each 
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3 instance after public hearing, provide for the manner in which price 

4 per measure shall be calculated and displayed, establish and modify 

5 a list of commodities exempt from the provisions of this act, and-. . .. _., . " .. _.. , , . ..' .', 

f? define the classes9f retail establishment exempted fro~t:hereguire.-

7 ments of this act; provided that in no case shall retail entities with 

8 annual gross receipts from the sale of consumer commodities of 

9 more than $250,000.00 be exempt from the provisions of this act, 

10 and provided further that the director, in promulgating unit-pricing 

11 regulations, shall not exempt consumer commodities or retail 

12 establishments from the provisions of this act except where com

13 pliance therewith would be impractical, unreasonably burdensome 

14 or unnecessary for adequate protection of consumers. 

1 5. The director, pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative 

2 Procedures Act, P. L. 1968, c. 410 (0. 52:14B-l et seq.), shall 

3 promulgate such other regulations as shall be necessary in his 

4 discretion to effectuate the purposes of this act. 

1 6. This act shall take effect six months after its enactment. 

STATEMENT 

This "Unit Price Disclosure Act" requires displaying the price 

per unit of standard measure on certain products. Displaying this 

information facilitates consumers' comparison-shopping between 

comparable products of differing brands or sizes, thus assisting 

consumers in more economical purchasing. 



CORRECTED COpy 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 21, 1974 

By Assemblymen BAER, BURS']'EIN, MARTIN, CONTILLO, 

GLADSTONE, VISOTCKY, HOLLENBECK 

Referred to Committee on Commerce, Industry and Professions 

AN ACT concerning the unit pricing of consumer commodities and 

Rupplementing "An act concerning consumer fraud, its preven

tion, and providing penalties therefor," approved June 9, 1960 

(P. L. 1960, c. ~9). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. 'l'his act shall be known and may be cited as the "Unit Price 

:2 Disclosure Act". 

2. As used in this act: •. Consumer commodity" means any mer

2 chandisp, wares, article, product, comestible or commodity of any 

;) kind or class produced, distributed or offered for retail sale for 

4 consnmption by indi\'idual~, or for use by individuals for purposes 

:') of personal care or in the performance of services rendered within 

6 the household, and which i8 com-mmed 01' expended in the course 

(1A of such use. 

7 "Director" means the Director of the Division of Consumer 

8 Affairs in the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

9 "Price per measure" means the retail price of a consumer com

10 modity expressed pel' 8uch unit of weight, standard measure or 

11 standard count as the director shall designate by regulation. 

12 "Person" means any natural person, partnership, corporation 

13 or other organization engaged in the sale, display or offering for 

14 sale of consumer commodities at retail from one or more retail 

15 establishments. 

1 3. It shall be lln unlawful practice for any person to expose or 

2 offer for sale at retail any consumer commodities, except as 

3 specifically exempted by the director in accordance with section 4 

4 of this act, unless said consumer commodities shall be plainly 

5 marked by a stamp, tag, label or sign at the point of display with 

6 the price per measure of such consumer commodity. 
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1 4. The Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs in the De

2 partment of Law and Public Safety may by regulation, and in each 

3 instnnce after public hearing, provide for the manner in which price 

4 per measure shall be calculated and displayed, establish and modify 

;) a list of commodities exempt from the provisions of this act, and 

6 define the classes of retail establishment exempted from the require

7 ments of this act; provided that in no case shall retail entities with 

8 annual gross receipts from the sale of consumer commodities of 

9 more than $250,000.00 be exempt from the provisions of this act, 

10 and provided further that the director, in promulgating unit-pricing 

11 regulations, shall not exempt consumer commodities or retail 

12 establishments from the provisions of this act except where com

13 pliance therewith would be impractical, unreasonably burdensome 

14 or unnecessary for adequate protection of consumers. 

1 5. The director, pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative 

~ Procedures Act, .P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52 :14B-l et seq.), shall 

3 promulgate such other regulations as shall be necessary in his 

4 discretion to effectuate the purposes of this act. 

1 6. This act shall take effect six months after its enactment. 

STATEMENT 

This "Unit Price Disclosure Act" requires displaying the price 

per unit of standard measure on certain products. Displaying this 

information facilitates consumers' comparison-shopping between 

comparable products of differing brands or size::;, thus assisting 

consumers in more economical purchasing. 



ASSJ1JMBLY COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 'fa 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 
[CORR,ECTED COpy1 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
ADOPTED FEBRUARY 15, 1974 

Amend page 1, section 2, line 4, after" consumption by individuals", 

insert "other than at the retail establishment ". 

Amend page 2, section 4, line 7, after "shall", omit "retail entities" 

and insert "persons". 

Amend page 2, section 4, line 8, after" consumer commodities", in

sert "in the preceding tax year". 

Amend page 2, section 4, line 9, omit "$250,000.00", insert "$2 mil

lion' '. 



[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 21, 1974
 

By Assemblymen BAER, BURSTEIN, MARTIN, CONTILLO,
 

GLADSTONE, VISOTCKY, HOLLENBECK
 

Referred to Committee on Commerce, Industry and Professions
 

AN ACT concerning the unit pricing of consumer commodities and 

supplementing" An act concerning consumer fraud, its preven

tion, and providing penalties therefor," approved June 9, 1960 

(P. L. 1960, c. 39). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Unit Price 

2 Disclosure Act". 

1 2. As used in this act: "Consumer commodity" means any mer

2 chandise, wares, article, product, comestible or commodity of any 

3 kind or class produced, distributed or offered for retail sale for 

4 consumption by individuals *other than at the retail establish

5 ment*, or for use by individuals for purposes of personal care or 

6 in the performance of services rendered within the household, and 

6A which is consumed or expended in the course of such use. 

7 "Director" means the Director of the Division of Consumer 

8 Affairs in the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

9 "Price per measure" means the retail price of a consumer corn-

Ia modity expressed per such unit of weight, standard measure or 

11 standard count as the director shall designate by regulation. 

12 "Person" means any natural person, partnership, corporation 

13 or other organization engaged in the sale, display or offering for 

14 sale of consumer commodities at retail from one or more retail 

15 establishments. 

1 3. It shall be an unlawful practice for any person to expose or 

2 offer for sale at retail any consumer commodities, except as 

3 specifically exempted by the director in accordance with section 4 

4 of tbis act, unless said consumer commodities shall be plainly 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed	 in bold·faeed brackets [thus] in the above bill 
i, not enacted and i, intended to be omitted in the law. 
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5 marked by a stamp, tag, label or sign at the point of display with 

6 the price per measure of such consumer commodity. 

1 4. The Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs in the De

2 partment of Law and Public Safety may by regulation, and in each 

3 instance after public hearing, provide for the manner in which price 

4 per measure shall be calculated and displayed, establish and modify 

5 a list of commodities exempt from the provisions of this act, and 

6 define the classes of retail establishment exempted from the require

7 ments of this act j provided that in no case shall *[retail entities]* 

8 *persons* with annual gross receipts from the sale of consumer 

9 commodities *in the preceding tax year" of more than 

10 *[$250,000.00]* *$2 million* be exempt from the provisions of this 

11 act, and provided further that the director, in promulgating unit

12 pricing regulations, shall not exempt consumer commodities or 

13 retail establishments from the provisions of this act except where 

14 compliance therewith would be impractical, unreasonably burden

15 some or unnecessary for adequate protection of consumers. 

1 5. The director, pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative 

2 Procedures Act, P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.), shall 

3 promulgate such other regulations as shall be necessary in his 

4 discretion to effectuate the purposes of this act. 

1 6. This act shall take effect six months after its enactment. 



ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
•
 

ADOPT'ED MARCH 18,1974
 

Amend page 2, section 4, line 10, after" $2 million", insert" from all 

retail establishments with a total floor area of more than 4,000 square 

feet each". 



[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 21,1974
 

By Assemblymen BAER, BURSTEIN, MARTIN, CONTILLO,
 

GLADSTONE, VISOTCKY, HOLLENBECK
 

Referred to Committee on Commerce, Industry and Professions
 

AN ACT concerning the unit pricing of consumer commodities and 

supplementing"An act concerning consumer fraud, its preven

tion, and providing penalties therefor," approved June 9, 1960 

(P. L. 1960, c. 39). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Sena,te a,nd General A ssembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. rrhis act shall be known and may be cited as the "Unit Price 

2 Disclosure Act". 

1 2. As used in this act: "Consumer commodity" means any mer

2 chandise, wares, article, product, comestible or commodity of any 

3 kind or class produced, distributed or offered for retail sale for 

4 consumption by individuals "'other than at the retail establish

5 ment"', or for use by individuals for purposes of personal care or 

6 in the performance of services rendered within the household, and 

6A which is consumed or expended in the course of such use. 

7 "Director" means the Director of the Division of Consumer 

8 Affairs in the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

9 "Price per measure" means the retail price of a consumer com

10 modity expressed per such unit of weight, standard measure or 

11 standard count as the director shall designate by regulation. 

12 "Person" means any natural pe'rson, partnership, corporation 

13 or other organization engaged in the sale, display or offering for 

14 sale of consumer commodities at retail from one or more retail 

15 establishments. 

1 3. It shall be an unlawful practice for any person to expose or 

2 offer for sale at retail any consumer commodities, except as 

3 specifically exempted by the director in accordance with section 4 

4 of this act, unless said consumer commodities shall he plainly 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed	 in bold·faced brackets [thusl in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omittcd in the law. 
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5 marked by a stamp, tag, label or sign at the point of display with 

6 the price per measure of such consumer commodity. 

1 4. The Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs in the De

2 partment of Law and Public Safety may by regulation, and in each 

3 instnnce after public hearing, provide for the manner in which price 

4 per measure shall be calculated and displayed, establish and modify 

5 a list of commodities exempt from the provisions of this act, and 

6 define the classes of retail establishment exempted from the require

7 ments of this act; provided that in no case shall *[retail entities]* 

8 *persons* with annual gross receipts from the sale of consumer 

9 commodities *in the preceding tax year* of more than 

10 *[$250,000.00]* *$2 million*' **from all retail establishments with 

11 a total floor a1'ea of more than 4,000 square feet each*"" be eX'empt 

12 from the provisions of this act, and provided further that the 

13 director, in promulgating unit-pricing regulations, shall not exempt 

14 consumer commodities or retail establishments from the provisions 

15 of this act except where compliance therewith would be impractical, 

16 unreasonably burdensome or unnecessary for adequate protection 

17 of consumers. 

1 5. The director, pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative 

2 Procedures Act, P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-l et seq.), shall 

3 promulgate such other regulations as shall be necessary in his 

4 discretion to effectuate the purposes of this act. 

1 6. This act shall take effect six months after its enactment. 



FISCAL NOTE TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 
[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
'.
 

DATED: MAY 15, 1974 

The Second Official Copy Reprint of Assembly Bill No. 813 is desig

nated the "Unit Price Disclosure Act" and it requires unit price in

formation to be posted on all consumer commodities in certain retail 

establishments. 

As the bill would not go into effect until six months after enactment, 

the Division of Budget and Accounting estimates that enactment would 

require a State expenditure of $3,776.00 for the remaining portion of 

fiscal 1974-75, $6,535.00 in fiscal 1975-76 and $6,883.00 in fiscal 1976-77. 

The fiscal note is based on an estimate of costs rather than actual 

cost information. 

In compliance with written request received, there is hereby sub

mitted a fiscal estimate for the above bill, pursuant to P. L. 1962, c. 27. 



SENATE LABOR, INDUSTRY AND PROFESSIONS 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 
[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRI:->T] 

• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
• 

DATED: OCTOBER 21, 1974 

This bill, designated tllP .. r nit Friel' Disdosure Act," provides that 

consumer commodities offerp(l pl'], snIp ,.;hall he plainly marked with the 

price per measure. Its IHlrpose is to aid the consumer in determining 

the real cost of products bE'ing pl1l'dwsed. In order to avoid hardship, 

rptail establishments who,.;e total floor arf'a is less than 4,000 square 

feet 01' whose combined total annual ~l'OS" reeeipts is less than $2 million 

a re exempt from the j)l'o\'isions of this aet. The Direetor of the Division 

of Consumer Affairs shall maintain and make public a list of specific 

commodities exempt from the provisions of this act and a list of l'etail 

commodities and establishments rel1uired to be in compliance with 

this act. 

" 



CORRECTED COpy 
SENATE LABOR, INDUSTRY AND PROFESSIONS
 

COMMITTEE
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 
[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: OCTOBER 21, 1974 

This bill, designated the "Unit Price Disclosure Act," provides that 

consumer commodities offered per sale shall be plainly marked with the 

price per moasuro. Its purpose is to aid the consumer in determining 

the real cost of products being purchased. In order to avoid hardship, 

retail establishments whose total floor area is less than 4,000 square 

feet and whose combined total annual gross receipts is le,sB than $2 

million are exempt from the provisions of this act. The Director of the 

Division of Consumer Affairs shall maintain and make public a list of 

specific commodities exempt from the provisions of this act and a list of 

retail commodities and establishments required to be in compliance with 

this act. 



SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 
---+-----

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

ADOPTED OCTOBER 21, 1974 

Amend page 1, section 2, line 15, after "establishments", insert 

"whose combined total floor area exceeds 4,000 square feet or whose 

combined total annual gross receipts from the sale of consumer com

modities in the preceding year exceed $2 million". 

Amend page 2, section 4, line 17, after "consumers.", insert "The 

Director of the Division of Oonsumer Affairs shall maintain at all 

times and make public a clearly defined list of specific commodities 

exempt from the provisions of this act and of all classes of retail com

modities and all classes of retail establishments required to he in com

pliance with this act and any regulations issued hereunder.' '. 

Amend page 2, section 6, line 1, after "enactment", insert "provided 

that steps necessary to prepare for its implementation, including the 

adoption of regulations may be taken in advance of its effective date". 



[SENATE REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 813 
[SEOOND OFFIOIAL OOPY REPRINT]
 

With Senate committee amendments adopted October 21, 1974
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUOED JANUARY 21, 1974
 

By Assemblymen BAER, BURSTEIN, MARTIN, OONTILLO.
 

GLADSTONE, VISOTCKY, HOLLENBECK
 

Referred to Committee on Commerce, Industry and Professions
 

AN ACT concerning the unit pricing of consumer commodities and 

supplementing" An act concerning consumer fraud, its preven

tion, and providing penalties therefor," approved June 9, 1960 

(P. L. 1960, c. 39). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Unit Price 

2 Disclosure Act". 

1 2. As used in this act: "Oonsumer commodity" means any mer

2 chandise, wares, article, product, comestible or commodity of any 

3 kind or class produced, distributed or offered for retail sale for 

4 consumption by individuals ·other than at the retail establish

5 ment·, or for use by individuals for purposes of personal care or 

6 in the performance of services rendered within the household, and 

6A which is consumed or expended in the course of such use. 

7 "Director" means the Director of the Division of Oonsumer 

8 Affairs in the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

9 "Price per measure" means the retail price of a consumer com

10 modity expressed per such unit of weight, standard measure or 

11 standard count as the director shall designate by regulation. 

12 "Person" means any natural person, partnership, corporation 

13 or other organization engaged in the sale, display or offering for 

14 sale of consumer commodities at retail from one or more retail 

15 establishments" ·whose combined total floor area exceeds 4,000 

16 square feet or whose combined total annual gross receipts from 

17 the sale of consumer commodities in the preceding year exceed 

18 $2 million···. 
EXPUNATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faeed braeket. [thus] in the above blll 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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1 3. It shall be an unlawful practice for any person to expose or

2 offer for sale at retail any consumer commodities, except as

3 specifically exempted by the director in accordance with section 4

4 of this aet, unless said consumer commodities shall be plainly

5 marked by a stamp, tag, label or sign at the point of display with

6 the price per measure of such consumer commodity.

1 4. The Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs in the De

2 partment of Law and Public Safety may by regulation, and in each

3 instance after public hearing, provide for the manner in which price

4 per measure shall be calculated and displayed, establish and modify

5 a list of commodities exempt from the provisions of this act, and

6 define the classes of retail establishment exempted from the require

7 ments of this act j provided that in no case shall ·[retail entities]·

8 ·persons· with annual gross receipts from the sale of consumer

9 commodities ·in the preceding tax year· of more than

10 ·[$250,000.00]· ·$2 million· Hfrom all retail establishments with

11 a total floor area of more than 4,000 square feet each" be ex<empt

12 from the provisions of this act, and provided further that the

13 director, in promulgating unit-pricing regulations, shall not exempt

14 consumer commoditie,s or retail establishments from the provisions

15 of this act except where compliance therewith would be impractical,

16 unreasonably burdensome or unnecessary for adequate protection

]7 of consumers. u*The Director of the Division of Consumer Af

18 fairs shall maintain at all times and make public a clearly defined

18A list of specific commodities exempt from the provisions of this act

19 and of all classes of retail commodities and all classes of retail

20 establishments required to be in compliance with this act and any

21 regulations issued hereunder.u *

1 5. The director, pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative

2 Procedures Act, P. L. 1968, c. 410 (C. 52:14B-1 et seq.), shall

3 promulgate such other regulations as shall be necessary in his

4 discretion to effectuate the purposes of this act.

1 6. This act shall take effect 6 months after its enactment ***pro

2 vided that steps necessary to prepare for its implementation, in

3 eluding the adoption of regulations may be taken in advance of its

4 effective date**"'.
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GC'Jernor Brendan Byrne signed iuto law today a bill designed to nJ;J.b~ it 

for'" consumers to sh'op for better prices of food and household f~O')ds. 
i 

The measur2, A-8l3, sponsoced by Assemblyman B:;ron N. Baer, D-Uerg,,~(l>
 

~:(J':i:':2S fer unit pricing of consumer commodities.
 

"This bill will be extremely beneficial t.o consumers in this time of
 

~,~:Jani: inflation, II said Byrne at a public ceremony in his outer office.
 

j. 

t 'Orr. ,lEI help shoppers know where to look for bargains by comparing one uni.t 

~.' :i.ce WLtn anotl:er." 

The Governor pointed out that some supermarket chains in New Jersey already---- . 

instituted unit pricing voluntarily. 

Baer said that in stores already using unit pricing, the v31ue of the concept 

beel1 proven. 

"At first, I considered the bill mostly as a convenience to shoppel~s - 
.~ 

t 1 protection against deceptive advertising and pricing," he said. "But vith 

1 
~ ;;Yfay; sin! lation, unit pricing is almost a necessity because of the economic 

i
': s1t:eeze on consumers." 
&. " 
J The Assemblyman said the bill will not only enable conSt~ers to compare 
-j~
 

t 
~ 

;nice3 bet;,.;een competing brands·, but also will eliminate practices such as the
 
.~ _..... -- .- ...._--_ ..•...... ' '. 

-"'1'I?rtising of a "large economy siz'e ll 'product that act~ally is 'more exp~nsi"e
 
~ ,. '"N ~Olt.'9JJ!
 
i t:i.. :I a smaller size. ~jlS al14S ·M sst
 

The new law will b~ administered by t~~i9~t1Q,rof the State Division 

Const.T.ler Affairs, who would have). W~~rjl1.C1 ~~ ck':e6 ~ r M'3 N
 
::10 AltJ3dOtid
 

The measure provides for the Director to issue regulations to implement
 
..• -----...... --,-- 

~nit pricing program. 

T~e Director would be empowered to exempt smaller stores which hdve elthe= 

receipts of less than $2 million a year or less than 4,000 square feet of 

space. Stores which have both less than $~ mi.llion in income 

ch"n 4,000 square feet are automatic3l1y exempt. 
( CUll t I (~) 



---.- ._- _ .. __ --~ 
~ .f_~__ . - _ 

(2~uired to l:1aintain anu make public a llCi t 0 [ such e;{t:~jJr. ions. 

Tlle Cov?rnoc also ~ign~d into 1::t·.J i\-l\,)~~, SP0(lsocpJ. by Ass(~mb Lym:tn 

\ 

,ilLia:n E. Flynn, D-Niddlesex., which permI.ts an'! muni.cipality to render specific 

~"nic.ipal services on streets not yet dedLcatf_'d to the n1LLnLcipali.ty. 

If il il 
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