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P.L. 2021, CHAPTER 45, approved April 9, 2021 

Assembly, No. 5444 (Second Reprint) 

 
1
[A SUPPLEMENT to the Fiscal Year 2021 appropriations act, 1 

P.L.2020, c.97] AN ACT making federal funding available to the 2 

New Jersey Economic Development Authority to support food 3 

and beverage establishments in need1. 4 

 5 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and the General Assembly of the 6 

State of New Jersey: 7 

 8 

 1
[1. In addition to the amounts appropriated under P.L.2020, 9 

c.97, the annual appropriations act for Fiscal Year 2021, there is 10 

appropriated the following sum/sum for the purpose specified: 11 

 12 

82 DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

50 Economic Planning, Development, and Security  

51 Economic Planning and Development  

 

GRANTS-IN-AID 

38-2043 Economic Development  ........................................................ $35,000,000 

 Total Grants-in-Aid Appropriation,                            

Economic Planning and Development……………………….. $35,000,000 

Grants-in-Aid:   

38  Coronavirus Relief Fund – Assistance to Food 

and Beverage Establishments, EDA............ ($35,000,000) 
 

 13 

The amount hereinabove appropriated for Coronavirus Relief Fund 14 

–Assistance to Food and Beverage Establishments, EDA shall be 15 

allocated from a portion of federal block grant funds allocated to 16 

the State from the federal “Coronavirus Relief Fund” established 17 

pursuant to the federal “Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 18 

Security Act (CARES Act),” Pub.L.116-136, or any other federal 19 

funds made available to the State in response to the coronavirus 20 

disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. 21 

 22 

The amount hereinabove appropriated for Coronavirus Relief Fund 23 

– Assistance to Food and Beverage Establishments, EDA shall 24 

be allocated by the New Jersey Economic Development 25 

Authority to restaurants and dining establishments at which 100 26 

or fewer workers are employed at a location in this State, and to 27 

bars, breweries, brewpubs, wineries, or other establishments 28 

serving alcoholic beverages on its premises at which 100 or 29 



 

A5444 [2R] 

2 

 

 

fewer workers are employed at a location in this State. The New 1 

Jersey Economic Development Authority shall establish 2 

minimum grant eligibility criteria and the size of the grant 3 

awards to meet the needs of the grantee entities in responding to 4 

the public health crisis.]1  5 
 6 
 11. a.  Subject to the availability of federal funds provided or made 7 

accessible to the State via federal block grant funds allocated to the 8 

State from the federal “Coronavirus Relief Fund” established pursuant 9 

to the federal “Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 10 

(CARES Act),” Pub.L.116-136, or any other federal funds made 11 

available to the State in response to the coronavirus disease 2019 12 

(COVID-19) pandemic, $35,000,000 from such federal funds shall be 13 

made available to the New Jersey Economic Development Authority 14 

for the purposes set forth in subsection b. of this section. 15 

 b. 2(1)2 The funds made available to the New Jersey Economic 16 

Development Authority pursuant to subsection a. of this section shall 17 

be reserved by the authority to provide financial support, by way of 18 

grants, to eligible food and beverage establishments.  2The authority 19 

may use not more than five percent of the funds to defray any 20 

administrative expenses incurred in the implementation of this section. 21 

 (2) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1) of this 22 

subsection to the contrary, the authority may transfer the uncommitted 23 

balance of any funds made available pursuant to this section to any 24 

program established pursuant to P.L.    , c.    (C.        ) (pending before 25 

the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 5443 or Senate Bill No. 3523 of 26 

2021), P.L.    , c.    (C.        ) (pending before the Legislature as 27 

Assembly Bill No. 5445 or Senate Bill No. 3520 of 2021), P.L.    , 28 

c.    (C.        ) (pending before the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 29 

5446 or Senate Bill No. 3519 of 2021), or P.L.    , c.    (C.        ) 30 

(pending before the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 5447 or Senate 31 

Bill No. 3521 of 2021).  The authority shall submit notice to the Joint 32 

Budget Oversight Committee no less than five calendar days before 33 

the date of the transfer.  At minimum, the notice shall indicate the 34 

amount of the transferred funds and the purpose for which the funds 35 

are transferred.2 36 

 c. The New Jersey Economic Development Authority shall 37 

establish the size of the awards and eligibility of entities in subsection 38 

b. of this section to meet the needs of the eligible food and beverage 39 

establishments in responding to the public health crisis.    40 

 d. As used in this section “eligible food and beverage 41 

establishments” means restaurants and dining establishments at which 42 
2
[100] 502 or fewer workers are employed at a location in this State, 43 

and bars, breweries, brewpubs, wineries, or other establishments 44 

serving alcoholic beverages on its premises at which 2
[100] 502 or 45 

fewer workers are employed at a location in this State.1  46 



 

A5444 [2R] 

3 

 

 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 1 

 2 

 3 

                                 4 

 5 

 Makes $35 million in federal funds available to EDA to support 6 

food and beverage establishments in need. 7 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 3/8/2021) 

ASSEMBLY, No. 5444  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
219th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED MARCH 8, 2021 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Assemblyman  VINCENT MAZZEO 

District 2 (Atlantic) 

Assemblyman  P. CHRISTOPHER TULLY 

District 38 (Bergen and Passaic) 

Assemblyman  PEDRO MEJIA 

District 32 (Bergen and Hudson) 

Assemblyman  LOUIS D. GREENWALD 

District 6 (Burlington and Camden) 

 

Co-Sponsored by: 

Assemblyman Benson, Assemblywomen Vainieri Huttle, Reynolds-

Jackson, Assemblymen Zwicker, Verrelli and Johnson 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Appropriates $35 million in federal funds to EDA to support food and 

beverage establishments in need. 

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 

 



 

A5444 MAZZEO, TULLY 

2 

 

 

A SUPPLEMENT to the Fiscal Year 2021 appropriations act, 1 

P.L.2020, c.97. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and the General Assembly of the 4 

State of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1.  In addition to the amounts appropriated under P.L.2020, c.97, 7 

the annual appropriations act for Fiscal Year 2021, there is 8 

appropriated the following sum/sum for the purpose specified: 9 

 10 

82 DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

50 Economic Planning, Development, and Security  

51 Economic Planning and Development  

 

GRANTS-IN-AID 

38-2043 Economic Development  ........................................................ $35,000,000 

 Total Grants-in-Aid Appropriation,                            

Economic Planning and Development……………………….. $35,000,000 

Grants-in-Aid:   

38  Coronavirus Relief Fund – Assistance to Food 

and Beverage Establishments, EDA............ ($35,000,000) 
 

 11 

The amount hereinabove appropriated for Coronavirus Relief Fund 12 

–Assistance to Food and Beverage Establishments, EDA shall be 13 

allocated from a portion of federal block grant funds allocated to 14 

the State from the federal “Coronavirus Relief Fund” established 15 

pursuant to the federal “Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 16 

Security Act (CARES Act),” Pub.L.116-136, or any other federal 17 

funds made available to the State in response to the coronavirus 18 

disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. 19 

 20 

The amount hereinabove appropriated for Coronavirus Relief Fund 21 

– Assistance to Food and Beverage Establishments, EDA shall 22 

be allocated by the New Jersey Economic Development 23 

Authority to restaurants and dining establishments at which 100 24 

or fewer workers are employed at a location in this State, and to 25 

bars, breweries, brewpubs, wineries, or other establishments 26 

serving alcoholic beverages on its premises at which 100 or 27 

fewer workers are employed at a location in this State. The New 28 

Jersey Economic Development Authority shall establish 29 

minimum grant eligibility criteria and the size of the grant 30 

awards to meet the needs of the grantee entities in responding to 31 

the public health crisis.  32 

 33 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately.  34 



 

A5444 MAZZEO, TULLY 

3 

 

 

STATEMENT 1 

 2 

 This bill appropriates $35 million in federal funds to the 3 

Economic Development Authority (EDA) to award grants for the 4 

public purpose of supporting an important part of the State’s 5 

economy affected by the public health crisis. The grants will be 6 

awarded by the EDA to restaurants and bars with fewer than 100 7 

employees and who are in need of support as a result of the public 8 

health crisis. 9 



ASSEMBLY COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 5444  
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  MARCH 8, 2021 

 

 The Assembly Commerce and Economic Development Committee 

reports favorably and with committee amendments Assembly Bill No. 

5444. 

 This bill, as amended, makes $35 million in federal funds available 

to the Economic Development Authority (EDA) to award grants to 

restaurants and bars with fewer than 100 employees and who are in 

need of support as a result of the public health crisis.  

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

 The committee amended the bill so that it is not a supplemental 

appropriation, but rather makes funding available for the bill’s 

designated purpose.  



ASSEMBLY APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

[First Reprint] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 5444  

 
with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  MARCH 17, 2021 

 

 The Assembly Appropriations Committee reports favorably 

Assembly Bill No. 5444 (1R), with committee amendments. 

 As amended, this bill makes $35 million in federal funds available 

to the Economic Development Authority (EDA) to award grants to 

restaurants and bars with 50 or fewer employees and who are in need 

of support as a result of the public health crisis.  The EDA may use up 

to five percent of these funds to support administrative expenses. 

 The bill also allows the EDA to transfer the uncommitted balance 

of these funds to certain other programs administered by the authority 

using federal COVID-19 response funding.  However, the EDA would 

be required to submit notice of the transfer to the Joint Budget 

Oversight Committee. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

 The committee amended the bill to: 

 (1) reduce from 100 to 50 the maximum number of employees 

who may be employed by an eligible food and beverage establishment; 

 (2) allow the EDA to use up to five percent of the federal funds to 

support administrative expenses incurred in the implementation of the 

bill; and 

 (3) allow the EDA to transfer the uncommitted balance of federal 

funds to certain other programs administered by the authority using 

federal COVID-19 response funding, provided that the EDA submit 

notice to the Joint Budget Oversight Committee. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 This bill is not certified as requiring a fiscal note. 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 3/22/2021) 

SENATE, No. 3524  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
219th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED MARCH 9, 2021 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Senator  VIN GOPAL 

District 11 (Monmouth) 

Senator  JOSEPH A. LAGANA 

District 38 (Bergen and Passaic) 

 

Co-Sponsored by: 

Senators Thompson, Addiego, Cunningham, Cruz-Perez, Diegnan, 

Greenstein, Oroho, O'Scanlon, Ruiz, Sarlo, Singleton and Testa 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Appropriates $35 million in federal funds to EDA to support food and 

beverage establishments in need.  

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 

    



 

S3524 GOPAL, LAGANA 

2 

 

 

A SUPPLEMENT to the Fiscal Year 2021 appropriations act, 1 

P.L.2020, c.97. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and the General Assembly of the 4 

State of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1.  In addition to the amounts appropriated under P.L.2020, c.97, 7 

the annual appropriations act for Fiscal Year 2021, there is 8 

appropriated the following sum for the purpose specified: 9 

 10 

82 DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

50 Economic Planning, Development, and Security  

51 Economic Planning and Development  

 

GRANTS-IN-AID 

38-2043 Economic Development  ........................................................ $35,000,000 

 Total Grants-in-Aid Appropriation,                            

Economic Planning and Development……………………….. $35,000,000 

Grants-in-Aid:   

38  Coronavirus Relief Fund – Assistance to Food 

and Beverage Establishments, EDA............ ($35,000,000) 
 

 11 

The amount hereinabove appropriated for Coronavirus Relief Fund 12 

–Assistance to Food and Beverage Establishments, EDA shall be 13 

allocated from a portion of federal block grant funds allocated to 14 

the State from the federal “Coronavirus Relief Fund” established 15 

pursuant to the federal “Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 16 

Security Act (CARES Act),” Pub.L.116-136, or any other federal 17 

funds made available to the State in response to the coronavirus 18 

disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. 19 

 20 

The amount hereinabove appropriated for Coronavirus Relief Fund 21 

– Assistance to Food and Beverage Establishments, EDA shall 22 

be allocated by the New Jersey Economic Development 23 

Authority to restaurants and dining establishments at which 100 24 

or fewer workers are employed at a location in this State, and to 25 

bars, breweries, brewpubs, wineries, or other establishments 26 

serving alcoholic beverages on its premises at which 100 or 27 

fewer workers are employed at a location in this State. The New 28 

Jersey Economic Development Authority shall establish 29 

minimum grant eligibility criteria and the size of the grant 30 

awards to meet the needs of the grantee entities in responding to 31 

the public health crisis.  32 

 33 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 34 

 35 

STATEMENT 36 

 37 

 This bill appropriates $35 million in federal funds to the 38 

Economic Development Authority (EDA) to award grants for the 39 



 

S3524 GOPAL, LAGANA 

3 

 

 

public purpose of supporting an important part of the State’s 1 

economy affected by the public health crisis. The grants will be 2 

awarded by the EDA to restaurants and bars with fewer than 100 3 

employees and who are in need of support as a result of the public 4 

health crisis. 5 



SENATE BUDGET AND APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

SENATE, No. 3524  
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  MARCH 22, 2021 

 

 The Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee reports 

favorably Senate Bill No. 3524, with committee amendments. 

 As amended, the bill makes $35 million in federal funds available 

to the Economic Development Authority (EDA) to award grants to 

restaurants and bars with 50 or fewer employees and who are in need 

of support as a result of the public health crisis.  The EDA may use up 

to five percent of these funds to support administrative expenses. 

 The bill also allows the EDA to transfer the uncommitted balance 

of these funds to certain other programs administered by the authority 

using federal COVID-19 response funding.  However, the EDA would 

be required to submit notice of the transfer to the Joint Budget 

Oversight Committee. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

 The committee amended the bill to: 

 (1) restructure the bill such that it is not a supplemental 

appropriation, but rather makes funding available for the bill’s 

designated purpose; 

 (2) reduce from 100 to 50 the maximum number of employees 

who may be employed by an eligible food and beverage establishment; 

 (3) allow the EDA to use up to five percent of the federal funds to 

support administrative expenses incurred in the implementation of the 

bill; and 

 (4) allow the EDA to transfer the uncommitted balance of federal 

funds to certain other programs administered by the authority using 

federal COVID-19 response funding, provided that the EDA submit 

notice to the Joint Budget Oversight Committee. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

 This bill is not certified as requiring a fiscal note. 
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./0102.2345678958�:;8<=>�?@A9B�C7A@BDEF@59G856@H@9A�IJK�:@DD@59�@9�L@H�F5�M7BFE;8E9FBNOPQRSTUQVW�QR�XTYU�VZ�T�[\]]�̂QSSQVW�_OSQOZ�XT̀aTPO�ZVY�bOc�dOYROe�fgTSS�hiRQWORRORjkljmkno�onkp�q�rstuvwsv�xyz{�|}v~y���s�����z�wu��zw�s�{������///���yz�y�~vstz�u�������z{{zsw�zw�u�uv�{�������31�vu{zu���z���sv�vu���}v�w����yvs}�ys}���u���uv�u����yu��z{{�q��~sw�svu������uw��sv���zwrs~�{��w���s�u~y�����w���w�����u��{��|u��uv���zw�uw��|���us��xu�vs�|u�z����yvz��s~yuv��}{{����w��s}z��rvuuw��{��q�~vstz�u���z���s���~�v�z�}{�v{��y�v��yz���u��sv�s���u���uv�u����u�sws�����yu��z{{�z��~�v�s�����tu��z{{���3..��z{{zsw�vu{zu��u��sv���z�u�����yu{~zw���u���uv�u�������{{��}�zwu��u��vu�stuv��vs���yu�u�v�{sw��~�w�u�z��� sv��yu�~�����u�v��s}v�vu���}v�w���y�tu��s}�y���yu��ss����y����w���u�¡ws���y�����y��y���ws���uuwu����¢�£¤¥¦�§̈©ª«¬̈«�­®«̄°±²���yz��{u�z�{��zsw��z{{�~vstz�u����}�y�wuu�u��{z�u{zwu��s����{{��}�zwu��s�wuv����ys���yvs}�y�ws���}{��s���yuzv�s�w��y�tu��uuw��ut�����u������yz��~�w�u�z��¢��yu�������31�~�w�u�z��y����uuw��w�}w~vu�u�uw�u��yu�{�y��w��u�sws�z���v��u����sv�utuv�swu���}��z��z�y�v���s��yzw¡�s�����u��sv��y���y����uuw�yz��y�v�uv��y�w�vu���}v�w����³u���}v�w��s�wuv���w���yuzvu�~{s�uu��y�tu����u��~vutzs}�{��}wz���zw��{u��y�{{uw�u���z�y����uw��z����w���vz���y���y����uuw�zw�~zvzw��sv�utuv�swu���}���yu����wws��stuv�s�u�������31��{swu�¢�£¤¥¦�ḿ µ¶j�o°¥ª·�µ̧ª¹®º¥©ª�»¼¹ª«�k¥½¾®¿¿¥©¤¬²���yuvu�z��ws����{z�y������yu�uw��s���yu��}wwu{���}���u���z{{�y�tu���{sw�������s��s��s��u���yuvu���yu�����z{{zsw�zw�wu���v�w���}w�zw��rstuvwsv�|}v~y��y����z�wu��zw�s�{����s�����z{{�~vstz�u�tz��{��}~~sv��yu�u��}�zwu��u��wuu���s��vz��u��yu���~��w���sw�zw}u�vus~uwzw�����u{��¢�xvzsv��s��yu�������31�~�w�u�z����yuvu��uvu��svu��y�w�31�...��ss���w���utuv��u�u����{z�y�uw���yvs}�ys}���u���uv�u����z�y�vu���}v�w���u�~{s�zw��wu�v{��À�~uv�uw��s���yu��sv¡uv��zw�s}v�����u�¢�£¤¥¦j££ª½Á¿±�­ª½Áª«£�­¤ÂÂª̈Ã�k®¿¿±Ã�­ªÄ¥¤�¤¬¦�§«ªª¬Å¤¿¦�����yu�~}�{z��yu�{�y�u�uv�uw���y�����¡uw���z�wz���w���s{{�sw��yz��zw�}��v����yz�y��s���w��s��}���uwu����vs���w��uw�s���Æu��}���~vstz�u��}~~sv���s�yu�u�u����{z�y�uw����s�yu{~��yu���u���yvs}�y��yz���vz�z���w���{{s���yu���s�u�~{s���u���uv�u��w���yz{u�sw�zw}zw���s��uvtu�vu�z�uw����w��tz�z�sv���{z¡u��sv��u�v���s��s�u�¢�Æz�y���~��z���{z�z���zsw�����u��zw����v���w��vu���}v�w�����yu��ss���w���vzw¡�zw�}��v��y����uuw���v}��{zw��zw�u��yu����v��s���yu�~�w�u�z��¢�£¤¥¦�¾ª¬¤º̈«�§̈ ¤̄¿���|�w��s���yu�u����{{uv�vu���}v�w����w����v��y�tu�uuw��v�}�y���z�y��yu�~s�uw�z�{�s���{s�zw���s�w�~uv��wuw�{����yz�y��s}{��ws��sw{��y�tu��w�u��u���sw��yu{s��{�u�sws�zu����}���yu��s������}��s����w���sv¡uv���z�yzw��yz��zw�}��v����yz���}w�zw���z{{�yu{~�uw�}vu�y����yu�u�u����{z�y�uw�����w�¡uu~��yuzv��ssv��s~uw��w��yu{~�vu��svu��yu��s����y���y�tu��uuw�{s����}u��s�yu�~�w�u�z��¢�|s���w��~s~�vu���}v�w����w����v��y�tu��{������uuw�¡u���swu��zw�s}v��s��}wz�zu����vu��zw��}{�z�uwuv��zsw�{��v��z�zsw���w���y�~zw��wuz�y�svyss�������{�����w��s���yu�u�zw��z�}�zsw��y�tu��uuw�sv�u���s��{s�u�sv��}��uvu���vu��{��stuv��yu�{�����u�v�¢���z��¾ª¬¤º̈«�l¤Ç¤¬¤���Æz�y��yz���v�w���}w�zw����u�vu��ztzw���u{stu�����{{��}�zwu��u���w�s~~sv�}wz����s��u���yvs}�y��yu�y�v���z�u���yzvu��sv¡uv���w�vu��zw��w�zw�u�v�{�~�v��s���yuzv��s��}wz���¢�yu�vu{zu���z���z{{��u����zwz��uvu������yu��u���uv�u��È�sws�z���utu{s~�uw���}�ysvz�����s����u���yu��È���y����z��vz�}�u���svu��y�w��2�.��z{{zsw�zw��z���s��s�u����...��}�zwu��u����vs����yu�����u���yu��z�wzw������yu{�����És}vvÊ���w�zw�}��vz�{��yu�u���u���v{u�w��~}��zw���{�w�z���z���



��������������	
 ���
�����������������������
�������
���������
 ���������!

���������"#$���$����������%����%��&'���!�(������)����!�*���#���+ !�,

-./0/1-12
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