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 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

 Matter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 

 1Assembly AED committee amendments adopted December 14, 2020. 

 2Senate SED committee amendments adopted May 13, 2021. 

 3Assembly amendments adopted in accordance with Governor's 

     recommendations November 8, 2021. 

 

§1 

C.30:5B-35 

 

P.L. 2021, CHAPTER 323, approved December 21, 2021 

Assembly, No. 4435 (Third Reprint) 

 

 

AN ACT prioritizing certain 3[school districts] applicants3 under the 1 
3
[School Based Youth] School-Linked3 Services Program and 2 

supplementing chapter 5B of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes. 3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1. a. In awarding 3
[grants under the School Based Youth 8 

Services Program, the Office of School-Linked Services within the 9 

Division of Family and Community Partnerships of] contracts to 10 

provide School-Linked Services,3 the Department of Children and 11 

Families shall give priority to 2new2 3
[applicant school districts 12 

2and districts] applicants and applicants3 seeking to expand current 13 

programs2 that 3, at minimum,3 2
[operate or host, or demonstrate a 14 

plan to operate or host,] include in their application2 a center or 15 

other entity that focuses on providing individual, family, and group 16 

clinical mental health counseling services to students.  The center or 17 

other entity shall 1[be]1 2offer to students services that include, but 18 

are not limited to, the following2: 19 

 (1) 2
[

1be1 separate from, but integrated into, a school within the 20 

applicant school district;  21 

 (2) 1be1 open for students to visit clinical mental health 22 

professionals during, before, and after school hours] access to 23 

mental health counseling services during, before, or after school 24 

hours2; and  25 

 2
[(3) 1

[staffed by] include1
] (2) access to2

 clinical mental 26 

health 1
[professionals] professional staff1, who 1

[are] may be1 27 

school district employees 1
[and] , that1 provide mental health 28 

counseling services to students 3
[either] including3 in-person or 29 

3
[remotely through the use of]3 telehealth or telemedicine services, 30 

as applicable 3and as permitted by law3. 31 

 2The 3
[Office of School-Linked Services] Department of 32 

Children and Families3 shall give priority consideration to new 33 
3
[applicant school districts and districts] applicants and applicants3 34 

seeking to expand current programs that offer the services  included 35 

in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection immediately upon the 36 

effective date of this act.2   37 



 

A4435 [3R] 

2 

 

 

 b. Of the 2new2 3
[applicant school districts 2and districts] 1 

applicants and applicants3 seeking to expand current programs2 that 2 
2
[operate or host, or demonstrate a plan to operate or host,] include 3 

in their application2 a center or other entity in accordance with 4 

subsection a. of this section, the 3[Office of School-Linked 5 

Services] Department of Children and Families3 shall consider 3
[the 6 

following]3 factors 3including but not limited to the following3 in 7 
2
[determining further priority in] making a determination when2 8 

awarding 3
[grants under the School Based Youth Services 9 

Program] contracts to provide School-Linked Services3: 10 

 (1) whether the 3applicant is, currently operates in, or proposes to 11 

operate in a3 school district 3that3 is designated as a “high-need” 12 

school district, as determined by 2
[the] metrics set by the2 13 

Commissioner of Children and Families;   14 

 (2) the existence of a partnership between the center or other  15 

entity and community mental health providers and 3
[other] 16 

existing3 community resources;  17 

 (3) whether the 3
[school district] applicant3 has developed a 18 

plan for mental health professionals working in its center or other 19 

entity to develop curricula to train students and staff on identifying 20 

the signs of mental health conditions and addressing risk factors 21 

that may impact student mental health; and 22 

 (4) whether the center or other entity created by the 3
[school 23 

district has] applicant can ensure access to3 clinical mental health 24 

professional staff who specialize in a variety of mental health areas, 25 

or demonstrates a plan to retain the services of clinical mental 26 

health professionals in a variety of mental health areas.  27 

 3c. For purposes of this section, “applicant” means a school district, 28 

school, or other eligible entity seeking to be awarded a contract to 29 

provide School-Linked Services. The term shall include new 30 

applicants as well as a school district, school, or other eligible entity 31 

that is seeking to expand current programs under an existing contract 32 

to provide School-Linked Services.3 33 

 34 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately 3and shall expire on 35 

the first day of the 25th month next following enactment3. 36 

 37 

 38 

                                 39 

 40 

Requires DCF to give priority to certain school districts with 41 

student mental health counseling centers in awarding grants under 42 

School Based Youth Services Program.  43 



 

 

CHAPTER 323 

 

AN ACT prioritizing certain applicants under the School-Linked Services Program and 

supplementing chapter 5B of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes. 

 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey: 

 

C.30:5B-35  School-Linked Services, contract awarding; priority given to applicants 

expanding mental health counseling student services. 

 1. a. In awarding contracts to provide School-Linked Services, the Department of Children 

and Families shall give priority to new applicants and applicants seeking to expand current 

programs that, at minimum, include in their application a center or other entity that focuses on 

providing individual, family, and group clinical mental health counseling services to students.  

The center or other entity shall offer to students services that include, but are not limited to, 

the following: 

 (1) access to mental health counseling services during, before, or after school hours; and  

 (2) access to clinical mental health professional staff, who may be school district employees, 

that provide mental health counseling services to students including in-person or telehealth or 

telemedicine services, as applicable and as permitted by law. 

 The Department of Children and Families shall give priority consideration to new applicants 

and applicants seeking to expand current programs that offer the services  included in 

paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection immediately upon the effective date of this act. 

 b. Of the new applicants and applicants seeking to expand current programs that include in 

their application a center or other entity in accordance with subsection a. of this section, the  

 Department of Children and Families shall consider factors including but not limited to the 

following in making a determination when awarding contracts to provide School-Linked 

Services: 

 (1) whether the applicant is, currently operates in, or proposes to operate in a school district 

that is designated as a “high-need” school district, as determined by metrics set by the 

Commissioner of Children and Families; 

 (2) the existence of a partnership between the center or other entity and community mental 

health providers and existing community resources; 

 (3) whether the applicant has developed a plan for mental health professionals working in 

its center or other entity to develop curricula to train students and staff on identifying the signs 

of mental health conditions and addressing risk factors that may impact student mental health; 

and 

 (4) whether the center or other entity created by the applicant can ensure access to clinical 

mental health professional staff who specialize in a variety of mental health areas, or 

demonstrates a plan to retain the services of clinical mental health professionals in a variety of 

mental health areas. 

 c. For purposes of this section, “applicant” means a school district, school, or other eligible 

entity seeking to be awarded a contract to provide School-Linked Services. The term shall include 

new applicants as well as a school district, school, or other eligible entity that is seeking to expand 

current programs under an existing contract to provide School-Linked Services. 

 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire on the first day of the 25th month 

next following enactment. 

 

 Approved December 21, 2021. 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 12/10/2020) 

ASSEMBLY, No. 4435  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
219th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED JULY 23, 2020 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Assemblyman  ANTHONY S. VERRELLI 

District 15 (Hunterdon and Mercer) 

Assemblyman  LOUIS D. GREENWALD 

District 6 (Burlington and Camden) 

Assemblywoman  SHANIQUE SPEIGHT 

District 29 (Essex) 

Assemblywoman  PAMELA R. LAMPITT 

District 6 (Burlington and Camden) 

 

Co-Sponsored by: 

Assemblyman Benson, Assemblywoman Murphy, Assemblyman Caputo, 

Assemblywomen Mosquera and Jasey 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Requires DCF to give priority to certain school districts with student mental 

health counseling centers in awarding grants under School Based Youth 

Services Program.  

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 

    



 

A4435 VERRELLI, GREENWALD 

2 

 

 

AN ACT prioritizing certain school districts under the School Based 1 

Youth Services Program and supplementing chapter 5B of Title 2 

30 of the Revised Statutes.    3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1. a.  In awarding grants under the School Based Youth 8 

Services Program, the Office of School-Linked Services within the 9 

Division of Family and Community Partnerships of the Department 10 

of Children and Families shall give priority to applicant school 11 

districts that operate or host, or demonstrate a plan to operate or 12 

host, a center or other entity that focuses on providing individual, 13 

family, and group clinical mental health counseling services to 14 

students.  The center or other entity shall be: 15 

 (1) separate from, but integrated into, a school within the 16 

applicant school district;  17 

 (2) open for students to visit clinical mental health professionals 18 

during, before, and after school hours; and  19 

 (3) staffed by clinical mental health professionals, who are 20 

school district employees and provide mental health counseling 21 

services to students either in-person or remotely through the use of 22 

telehealth or telemedicine services, as applicable. 23 

 b. Of the applicant school districts that operate or host, or 24 

demonstrate a plan to operate or host, a center or other entity in 25 

accordance with subsection a. of this section, the Office of School-26 

Linked Services shall consider the following factors in determining 27 

further priority in awarding grants under the School Based Youth 28 

Services Program: 29 

 (1) whether the school district is designated as a “high-need” 30 

school district, as determined by the Commissioner of Children and 31 

Families;   32 

 (2) the existence of a partnership between the center or other 33 

entity and community mental health providers and other community 34 

resources;  35 

 (3) whether the school district has developed a plan for mental 36 

health professionals working in its center or other entity to develop 37 

curricula to train students and staff on identifying the signs of 38 

mental health conditions and addressing risk factors that may 39 

impact student mental health; and 40 

 (4) whether the center or other entity created by the school 41 

district has clinical mental health professional staff who specialize 42 

in a variety of mental health areas, or demonstrates a plan to retain 43 

the services of clinical mental health professionals in a variety of 44 

mental health areas.   45 

 46 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately.    47 



 

A4435 VERRELLI, GREENWALD 

3 

 

 

STATEMENT 1 

 2 

 This bill requires the School Based Youth Services Program 3 

(SBYSP) to give priority to certain school districts in awarding 4 

grants under the program.  The Department of Children and 5 

Families’ Office of School-Linked Services within the Division of 6 

Family and Community Partnerships currently administers the 7 

SBYSP.  The program is located within host schools and 8 

coordinates with existing resources in the community.  SBYSP 9 

services include: mental health counseling; employment counseling; 10 

substance abuse education/prevention; preventive health awareness 11 

including pregnancy prevention; primary medical linkages; learning 12 

support; healthy youth development; recreation; and 13 

information/referral. 14 

 Under the bill, priority for SBYSP grants will first be given to 15 

applicant school districts that operate or host a center or other entity 16 

that focuses on providing individual, family, and group clinical 17 

mental health counseling services to students.  The center or other 18 

entity will be: separate from, but integrated into, a school within the 19 

applicant school district; open for students to visit clinical mental 20 

health professionals before, during, and after regular school hours; 21 

and staffed by clinical mental health professionals, who are 22 

employees of the school district and provide mental health 23 

counseling services to students either in-person or remotely through 24 

the use of telehealth or telemedicine services. 25 

 Of those school districts that operate or host, or plan to operate 26 

or host, a mental health counseling center, the Office of School-27 

Linked Services will consider certain factors enumerated in the bill 28 

in determining further priority in awarding grants under the School 29 

Based Youth Services Program.  Those factors include: whether the 30 

school district is designated as a “high-need” school district, as 31 

determined by the Commissioner of the Department of Children and 32 

Families;  the existence of a partnership between the center and 33 

community mental health providers and other community resources;  34 

whether the school district has developed a plan for mental health 35 

professionals working in its center to develop curricula to train 36 

students and staff on identifying the signs of mental health 37 

conditions and addressing risk factors that may impact student 38 

mental health; and whether the center or other entity created by the 39 

school district has, or demonstrates a plan to have, clinical mental 40 

health professional staff who specialize in a variety of mental health 41 

areas.   42 



ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 4435  
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  DECEMBER 14, 2020 

 

 The Assembly Education Committee reports favorably Assembly 

Bill No. 4435 with committee amendments. 

 As amended, this bill requires the School Based Youth Services 

Program (SBYSP) to give priority to certain school districts in 

awarding grants under the program.  The Department of Children 

and Families’ Office of School-Linked Services within the Division 

of Family and Community Partnerships currently administers the 

SBYSP.  The program is located within host schools and 

coordinates with existing resources in the community.  SBYSP 

services include: mental health counseling; employment counseling; 

substance abuse education/prevention; preventive health awareness 

including pregnancy prevention; primary medical linkages; learning 

support; healthy youth development; recreation; and 

information/referral. 

 Under the bill, priority for SBYSP grants will first be given to 

applicant school districts that operate or host a center or other entity 

that focuses on providing individual, family, and group clinical 

mental health counseling services to students.  The center or other 

entity will: be separate from, but integrated into, a school within the 

applicant school district; be open for students to visit clinical 

mental health professionals before, during, and after regular school 

hours; and include clinical mental health professional staff, who 

may be school district employees, that provide mental health 

counseling services to students either in-person or remotely through 

the use of telehealth or telemedicine services. 

 Of those school districts that operate or host, or plan to operate 

or host, a mental health counseling center, the Office of School-

Linked Services will consider certain factors enumerated in the bill 

in determining further priority in awarding grants under the SBYSP.  

Those factors include: whether the school district is designated as a 

“high-need” school district, as determined by the Commissioner of 

the Department of Children and Families;  the existence of a 

partnership between the center and community mental health 

providers and other community resources;  whether the school 

district has developed a plan for mental health professionals 

working in its center to develop curricula to train students and staff 



2 

 

on identifying the signs of mental health conditions and addressing 

risk factors that may impact student mental health; and whether the 

center or other entity created by the school district has, or 

demonstrates a plan to have, clinical mental health professional 

staff who specialize in a variety of mental health areas.   

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

 The committee amended the bill to require that a center or other 

entity operated by an applicant school district given priority under the 

bill will include clinical mental health professional staff, who may be 

school district employees, that provide mental health counseling 

services to students.  As introduced, the bill required that a center or 

other entity be staffed by clinical mental health professionals, who 

are school district employees.   



SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

[First Reprint] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 4435  
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  MAY 13, 2021 

 

 The Senate Education Committee favorably reports Assembly Bill 

No. 4435 (1R) with committee amendments. 

 As amended, this bill requires the School Based Youth Services 

Program (SBYSP) to give priority to certain school districts in 

awarding grants under the program.  The Department of Children 

and Families’ Office of School-Linked Services within the Division 

of Family and Community Partnerships currently administers the 

SBYSP.  The program is located within host schools and 

coordinates with existing resources in the community.  SBYSP 

services include: mental health counseling; employment counseling; 

substance abuse education/prevention; preventive health awareness 

including pregnancy prevention; primary medical linkages; learning 

support; healthy youth development; recreation; and 

information/referral. 

 Under the bill, priority for SBYSP grants will first be given to 

new applicant school districts and school districts seeking to expand 

current programs that include in their application a center or other 

entity that focuses on providing individual, family, and group 

clinical mental health counseling services to students.  The center or 

other entity will: offer access to mental health counseling services 

during, before, or after school hours and provide access to clinical 

mental health professional staff, that may be school district 

employees, that provide mental health counseling services to 

students either in-person or remotely through the use of telehealth 

or telemedicine services, as applicable.  Under the bill, the Office of 

School-Linked Services will give priority consideration to new 

applicant school districts and districts seeking to expand current 

programs that offer these services immediately upon the effective 

date of the bill. 

 Of those new applicant school districts and school districts 

seeking to expand current programs, the Office of School-Linked 

Services will consider certain factors enumerated in the bill in 

making a determination when awarding grants under the SBYSP.  

Those factors include: whether the school district is designated as a 



2 

 

“high-need” school district, as determined by metrics set by the 

Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families;  the 

existence of a partnership between the center and community 

mental health providers and other community resources;  whether 

the school district has developed a plan for mental health 

professionals working in its center to develop curricula to train 

students and staff on identifying the signs of mental health 

conditions and addressing risk factors that may impact student 

mental health; and whether the center or other entity created by the 

school district has, or demonstrates a plan to have, clinical mental 

health professional staff who specialize in a variety of mental health 

areas.   

 As amended and reported by the committee, this bill is identical to 

Senate Bill No. 2717, which was amended and reported by the 

committee on this same date. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

 The committee amended the bill to: 

 (1) provide that when awarding grants under the School Based 

Youth Services Program, the Office of School-Linked Services within 

the Division of Family and Community Partnerships of the 

Department of Children and Families will give priority to new 

applicant school districts and districts seeking to expand current 

programs that include in their application a center or other entity that 

focuses on providing individual, family, and group clinical mental 

health counseling services to students and that offers access to mental 

health counseling services during, before, or after school hours and 

that offers access to clinical mental health professional staff, who may 

be school district employees, that provide mental health counseling 

services to students; and 

 (2) specify that the Office of School-Linked Services will give 

new applicant school districts and districts seeking to expand 

current programs that meet the above requirements priority 

immediately upon the effective date of the bill. 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 12/21/2020) 

SENATE, No. 2717  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
219th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED JULY 23, 2020 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Senator  JAMES BEACH 

District 6 (Burlington and Camden) 

Senator  KRISTIN M. CORRADO 

District 40 (Bergen, Essex, Morris and Passaic) 

 

Co-Sponsored by: 

Senator Pou 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Requires DCF to give priority to certain school districts with student mental 

health counseling centers in awarding grants under School Based Youth 

Services Program.  

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 

    



 

S2717 BEACH, CORRADO 

2 

 

 

AN ACT prioritizing certain school districts under the School Based 1 

Youth Services Program and supplementing chapter 5B of Title 2 

30 of the Revised Statutes. 3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1.  a.  In awarding grants under the School Based Youth Services 8 

Program, the Office of School-Linked Services within the Division 9 

of Family and Community Partnerships of the Department of 10 

Children and Families shall give priority to applicant school 11 

districts that operate or host, or demonstrate a plan to operate or 12 

host, a center or other entity that focuses on providing individual, 13 

family, and group clinical mental health counseling services to 14 

students.  The center or other entity shall be: 15 

 (1)  separate from, but integrated into, a school within the 16 

applicant school district;  17 

 (2)  open for students to visit clinical mental health professionals 18 

during, before, and after school hours; and  19 

 (3)  staffed by clinical mental health professionals, who are 20 

school district employees and provide mental health counseling 21 

services to students either in-person or remotely through the use of 22 

telehealth or telemedicine services, as applicable. 23 

 b.  Of the applicant school districts that operate or host, or 24 

demonstrate a plan to operate or host, a center or other entity in 25 

accordance with subsection a. of this section, the Office of School-26 

Linked Services shall consider the following factors in determining 27 

further priority in awarding grants under the School Based Youth 28 

Services Program: 29 

 (1)  whether the school district is designated as a “high-need” 30 

school district, as determined by the Commissioner of Children and 31 

Families;   32 

 (2)  the existence of a partnership between the center or other 33 

entity and community mental health providers and other community 34 

resources;  35 

 (3)  whether the school district has developed a plan for mental 36 

health professionals working in its center or other entity to develop 37 

curricula to train students and staff on identifying the signs of 38 

mental health conditions and addressing risk factors that may 39 

impact student mental health; and 40 

 (4)  whether the center or other entity created by the school 41 

district has clinical mental health professional staff who specialize 42 

in a variety of mental health areas, or demonstrates a plan to retain 43 

the services of clinical mental health professionals in a variety of 44 

mental health areas.   45 

 46 

 2.  This act shall take effect immediately.  47 



 

S2717 BEACH, CORRADO 

3 

 

 

STATEMENT 1 

 2 

 This bill requires the School Based Youth Services Program 3 

(SBYSP) to give priority to certain school districts in awarding 4 

grants under the program.  The Department of Children and 5 

Families’ Office of School-Linked Services within the Division of 6 

Family and Community Partnerships currently administers the 7 

SBYSP.  The program is located within host schools and 8 

coordinates with existing resources in the community.  SBYSP 9 

services include: mental health counseling; employment counseling; 10 

substance abuse education/prevention; preventive health awareness 11 

including pregnancy prevention; primary medical linkages; learning 12 

support; healthy youth development; recreation; and 13 

information/referral. 14 

 Under the bill, priority for SBYSP grants will first be given to 15 

applicant school districts that operate or host a center or other entity 16 

that focuses on providing individual, family, and group clinical 17 

mental health counseling services to students.  The center or other 18 

entity will be: separate from, but integrated into, a school within the 19 

applicant school district; open for students to visit clinical mental 20 

health professionals before, during, and after regular school hours; 21 

and staffed by clinical mental health professionals, who are 22 

employees of the school district and provide mental health 23 

counseling services to students either in-person or remotely through 24 

the use of telehealth or telemedicine services. 25 

 Of those school districts that operate or host, or plan to operate 26 

or host, a mental health counseling center, the Office of School-27 

Linked Services will consider certain factors enumerated in the bill 28 

in determining further priority in awarding grants under the School 29 

Based Youth Services Program.  Those factors include: whether the 30 

school district is designated as a “high-need” school district, as 31 

determined by the Commissioner of the Department of Children and 32 

Families;  the existence of a partnership between the center and 33 

community mental health providers and other community resources;  34 

whether the school district has developed a plan for mental health 35 

professionals working in its center to develop curricula to train 36 

students and staff on identifying the signs of mental health 37 

conditions and addressing risk factors that may impact student 38 

mental health; and whether the center or other entity created by the 39 

school district has, or demonstrates a plan to have, clinical mental 40 

health professional staff who specialize in a variety of mental health 41 

areas.   42 



SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

SENATE, No. 2717  
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  MAY 13, 2021 

 

 The Senate Education Committee favorably reports Senate Bill No. 

2717, with committee amendments. 

 As amended, this bill requires the School Based Youth Services 

Program (SBYSP) to give priority to certain school districts in 

awarding grants under the program.  The Department of Children 

and Families’ Office of School-Linked Services within the Division 

of Family and Community Partnerships currently administers the 

SBYSP.  The program is located within host schools and 

coordinates with existing resources in the community.  SBYSP 

services include: mental health counseling; employment counseling; 

substance abuse education/prevention; preventive health awareness 

including pregnancy prevention; primary medical linkages; learning 

support; healthy youth development; recreation; and 

information/referral. 

 Under the bill, priority for SBYSP grants will first be given to 

new applicant school districts and school districts seeking to expand 

current programs that include in their application a center or other 

entity that focuses on providing individual, family, and group 

clinical mental health counseling services to students.  The center or 

other entity will: offer access to mental health counseling services 

during, before, or after school hours and provide access to clinical 

mental health professional staff, that may be school district 

employees, that provide mental health counseling services to 

students either in-person or remotely through the use of telehealth 

or telemedicine services, as applicable.  Under the bill, the Office of 

School-Linked Services will give priority consideration to new 

applicant school districts and districts seeking to expand current 

programs that offer these services immediately upon the effective 

date of the bill. 

 Of those new applicant school districts and school districts 

seeking to expand current programs, the Office of School-Linked 

Services will consider certain factors enumerated in the bill in 

making a determination when awarding grants under the SBYSP.  

Those factors include: whether the school district is designated as a 

“high-need” school district, as determined by metrics set by the 

Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families;  the 



2 

 

existence of a partnership between the center and community 

mental health providers and other community resources;  whether 

the school district has developed a plan for mental health 

professionals working in its center to develop curricula to train 

students and staff on identifying the signs of mental health 

conditions and addressing risk factors that may impact student 

mental health; and whether the center or other entity created by the 

school district has, or demonstrates a plan to have, clinical mental 

health professional staff who specialize in a variety of mental health 

areas.   

 As amended and reported by the committee, this bill is identical to 

Assembly Bill No. 4435 (1R), which was amended and reported by the 

committee on this same date. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

 The committee amended the bill to: 

 (1)  provide that when awarding grants under the School Based 

Youth Services Program, the Office of School-Linked Services within 

the Division of Family and Community Partnerships of the 

Department of Children and Families will give priority to new 

applicant school districts and districts seeking to expand current 

programs that include in their application a center or other entity that 

focuses on providing individual, family, and group clinical mental 

health counseling services to students and that offers access to mental 

health counseling services during, before, or after school hours and 

that offers access to clinical mental health professional staff, who may 

be school district employees, that provide mental health counseling 

services to students; and 

 (2)  specify that the Office of School-Linked Services will give 

new applicant school districts and districts seeking to expand 

current programs that meet the above requirements priority 

immediately upon the effective date of the bill. 



November 8, 2021 

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 4435  
(Second Reprint) 

 
 

To the General Assembly: 

 Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph 14 of the 

New Jersey Constitution, I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 4435 

(Second Reprint) with my recommendations for reconsideration. 

 Since 1988, the Department of Human Services and then the 

Department of Children and Families (“DCF”) have contracted with 

school districts and non-profit organizations to provide 

prevention and support services for students through the School-

Linked Services Program (“program”).  These contracts facilitate 

student success by linking schools and social services to support 

students in need.  As part of the program, DCF contracts with 90 

school based youth services programs to provide a variety of 

critical services before, during, and after school.  DCF also 

maintains School-Linked Services contracts with other entities 

such as health centers, Family Friendly Centers, and Adolescent 

Pregnancy Prevention Initiative Programs.  Recognizing the myriad 

challenges facing our students in returning to school following 

the initial phases of the Coronavirus disease 2019 (“COVID-19”) 

pandemic, this year’s budget appropriated over $26.5 million to 

the program, representing an increase of approximately $11 million 

over last year’s appropriation.  P.L.2021, c.133.  

 Assembly Bill No. 4435 (Second Reprint) would require DCF to 

prioritize certain applicant school districts when awarding grants 

under the program.  The bill mandates that DCF prioritize districts 

that propose to focus on providing “clinical health counseling 

services to students” and consider other specified factors in 

determining priority. 

  



 
 
 

2 
 

 
I commend the bill’s sponsors for their passionate support of 

comprehensive mental health services for students and for their 

interest in updating the program.  As the bill’s sponsors 

recognize, although the 90 school-based youth services programs 

currently in operation have improved the lives of countless 

students, the criteria used to select and evaluate these programs 

has changed very little over the past 34 years.   

While I wholeheartedly agree that youth mental health services 

should be prioritized, I am concerned that the bill overly 

restricts DCF’s discretion in awarding School-Linked Services 

contracts.  I am therefore recommending amendments to preserve the 

bill’s focus on youth mental health services while also expanding 

DCF’s discretion to consider additional types of services in 

conjunction with youth mental health supports.  For example, mental 

health counseling services should remain a priority, but 

traditional mental health counseling services alone are simply one 

of many services that School-Linked Services contractors should 

aim to offer.  Other key aspects of successful youth services 

programs might involve active collaboration with existing 

community mental and behavioral health services and family 

supports, as well as implementation of strategies and activities 

that promote student wellness more broadly.   

Relatedly, to best meet the needs of students and their 

families, DCF should have the discretion to supplement the factors 

that the bill instructs DCF to consider in awarding contracts.  I 

also recommend that the last factor be amended, as a service 

provider may be able to provide access to “clinical mental health 

professional staff who specialize in a variety of mental health 

areas” even if the provider cannot employ such staff onsite.  This 

will alleviate pressure on applicants in communities where 
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services are most needed, which is especially critical given the 

relative scarcity of these professionals. 

I am also recommending technical changes for accuracy, 

including clarifying that the overarching program is called the 

“School-Linked Services Program,” administered by DCF, and that 

funds are awarded through contracts to both non-profit providers 

and school districts, not grants to just school districts. 

Finally, because the support needs of youth and their families 

are constantly evolving, I recommend that the bill sunset in two 

years to provide DCF with the flexibility to revisit its approach 

following a period of implementation.  Because the bill’s 

requirements relate only to prioritizing applicants, a sunset date 

will in no way affect DCF’s continued ability to award School-

Linked Services contracts following the bill’s expiration. 

 Therefore, I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 4435 

(Second Reprint) and recommend that it be amended as follows: 

Page 2, Title, Line_1: Delete “school districts” and 
insert “applicants” 

 
Page 2, Title, Lines 1-2: Delete “School Based Youth” 

and insert “School-Linked” 
 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 8: Delete “grants under the 

School Based Youth” and insert 
“contracts to provide School-
Linked Services,” 

 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 9: Delete in its entirety 
 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 10: Delete “Division of Family and 

Community Partnerships of” 
 
Page 2, Section 1, Lines 11-12: Delete “applicant school 

districts and districts” and 
insert “applicants and 
applicants” 

 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 13: After “that” insert “, at 

minimum,” 
 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 28: Delete “either” and insert 

“including” 
 
Page 2, Section 1, Lines 28-29: Delete “remotely through the 

use of” 
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Page 2, Section 1, Line 29: After “as applicable” insert 

“and as permitted by law” 
 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 30: Delete “Office of School-

Linked Services” and insert 
“Department of Children and 
Families” 

 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 31:  Delete “applicant school 

districts and districts” and 
insert “applicants and 
applicants” 

 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 35:  Delete “applicant school 

districts and districts” and 
insert “applicants and 
applicants” 

 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 39: Delete “Office of School-

Linked Services” and insert 
“Department of Children and 
Families” 

 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 39: Delete “the following” 
 
Page 2, Section 1, Line 40: After “factors” insert 

“including but not limited to 
the following” 

 
Page 2, Section 1, Lines 41-42: Delete “grants under the 

School Based Youth Services 
Program” and insert “contracts 
to provide School-Linked 
Services” 

 
Page 3, Section 1, Line 1: After “the” insert “applicant 

is, currently operates in, or 
proposes to operate in a” 

 
Page 3, Section 1, Line 1: After “district” insert “that” 
 
Page 3, Section 1, Line 5: Delete “other” and insert 

“existing” 
 
Page 3, Section 1, Line 7: Delete “school district” and 

insert “applicant” 
 
Page 3, Section 1, Lines 12-13: Delete “school district has” 

and insert “applicant can 
ensure access to” 

 
Page 3, Section 1, Line 16: After “areas.” insert “c. For 

purposes of this section, 
‘applicant’ means a school 
district, school, or other 
eligible entity seeking to be 
awarded a contract to provide 
School-Linked Services. The 
term shall include new 
applicants as well as a school 
district, school, or other 
eligible entity that is 
seeking to expand current 
programs under an existing 
contract to provide School-
Linked Services.” 
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Page 3, Section 2, Line 18:  After “immediately” insert 

“and shall expire on the first 
day of the 25th month next 
following enactment” 

 
       Respectfully, 

 [seal] 
       /s/ Philip D. Murphy 
 
       Governor 

 
 
Attest: 
 
/s/ Parimal Garg 
 
Chief Counsel to the Governor 
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