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ASSEMBLY, No. 767 

STATE OF NEW JERSE
 
INTRODUCED MAY 20,1968 

By Assemblymen KEAN, KALTENBAOUER, DENNIS, WILSOJ, 

FIORBJ, CAPUTO, VANDER PLAAT, RICHARDSON, O,VE '8, 
WJLENTZ and PFALTZ 

Referred to Committee on Education 

AN ACT concerning higher education, creating the New .IeI' ey 

Educational Opportunity Fund in the Department of Hi 

Education, supplementing subtitle 12 of Title 18A of the 

.Iersey Statutes, and providing an appropriation. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the I 

2 nf New Jersey: 

ARTICLE I 

1 1. This act shall be known as, and may be cited as, the "New 

2 .Jersey Educational Opportunity Act of 1968." 

] 2. This act shall be liberally construed to effectuate the pur oses 

2 and intent thereof. 

1 3. As used in this act, unless the context clearly indicates theY­

2 wise, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

3 (a) The term" board" shall mean the Board of Directors f the 

4 New Jersey Educational Opportunity F'und created by sec ion 4 

5 of this act. 

6 (b) The term" chancellor" shall mean the Chancellor of igher 

7 Education. 

S (c) The term "department" shall mean the Departm nt of 

9 Higher Education. 

10 (d) The term "fund" shall mean the New Jersey Educ tional 

11 Opportunity Fund created by section 4 of this act. 

12 (e) The term "higher edueation" shall mean that ed cation 

13 which is provided by any or all of the public institutions of higher 

]4 education as herein defined or any or all equivalent priva e insti­

15 tutions. 

16 (f) The term "public institutions of higher educatiOl " shall 

17 mean and include Rutgers, The State University, Newark College 

18 of Engineering, the New Jersey College of Medicine and D ntistry, 

er 
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19 the 6 State colleges, the College of eronautical and Air-space 

20 Science established in Atlantic county pursuant to chapter 285 of 

21 the laws of 1964, the county colleges, t e public junior colleges, the 

22 industrial schools, and any other p Iblic universities, colleges, 

23 .county colleges or junior colleges now or hereafter established or 

24 authorized by law. 

ARTICLE II 

1 4. (a) There is hereby created and e tablished in the depaTtment 

2 an educational opportunity fund which shall be known as the "New 

3 Jersey Educational Opportunity Fund" f]1he fund shall identify, 

4 recruit and provide financial assistanc to needy students who are 

5 residents of this State in order that hey may be able to attend 

6 institutions of higher education. 

7 (b) The business and operations of the fund shall be adminis­

8 tered by the chancellor and the board 0 directors created pursuant 

9 to section 5 of this act. 

10 (c) The chancellor shall serve as t e chief executive officer of 

11 the fund and shall organize the work f the fund in such manner 

12 as he deems necessary to carry out the provisions of this act. The 

13 chancellor may employ such persons, contract for such services, 

14 make such expenditures and adopt su h rules and regulations as 

15 may be necessary or appropriate to car y out the provisions of this 

16 act. 

1 5. (a) The board of directors of t e fund shall consist of the 

2 chancellor, who shall serve as cbairma ,and 8 citizens of this State 

3 appointed by the State Board of Rig er Education with the ap­

4 proval of the Governor. Citizen me bel's of the board shall be 

5 selected without regard to political a liation and, as far as may 

6 be practicable, on the basis of their k owledge of, or interest in, 

7 the problems of needy students and hi her education. 

8 (b) Each citizen member of the boa d shall serve for a term of 

9 4 years and until his successor shall ha e been appointed and quali­

10 fied; provided, that in the case of th first appointments to the 

11 board, 2 members shall be appointed or terms expiring June 30, 

12 1969; 2 members shall be appointed f I' terms expiring June 30, 

13 1970; 2 members shall be appointed f r terms expiring June 30, 

14 1971; and 2 members shall be appoint d for terms expiring June 

15 30, 1972. Any vacancy in the membe 'ship of the board shall be 

16 filled in the same manner as the origi al appointment for the re­

17 mainder of the unexpired term. 

18 (c) The board shall develop and m intain a State-wide system 

19 for the identification of potential colleoe students from needy falll­

20 ilies; devise methods for recruiting suc 1 students; advise the chan­
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21 celIoI' on the organization, co-ordination and suppo t, in co-opera­

22 tion with public and private institutions of higher ducation of the 

23 State, of programs of remedial education for sue students; and 

24 provide financial assistance as required by such st dents. 

25 (d) Members of the board shall serye without co 11pensation but 

26 shall be entitled to be reimbursed for all reasonabl and necessary 
:: ' 

27 expenses incurred in the discharge of their duties. 

1 6. The board shall:
 

2 (a) Administer all funds appropriated by the Le islature for the
 

3 purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act.
 

4 (b) Be an agency of communication with d partments and
 

5 agencies of the United States on the availability of grants or loans
 

6 to this State for purposes related or similar to th se set forth in
 

7 this act.
 

8 (c) Develop, establish and publicize criteria fo the determina­


9 tion of eligibility for financial assistance from th fund based on
 

10 need and potential for success in college.
 

n (d) Established procedures for determining the amount of each
 

12 award according to the total financial need of each student.
 

13 (e) Through the chancellor, be responsible and report periodi­


14 cally in writing to the Board of Higher Education on the perform­


15 ance of its duties in accordance with the provisio s of this act.
 

16 (f) Adopt by-laws, and make, enforce, alter and repeal rules for
 

17 its own operation and for carrying out the provisi ns of this act.
 

18 (g) Receive and disburse such contributions to he fund as may
 

19 be forthcoming from private and public sources.
 

ARTICLE III 
1 7. (a) The board is hereby authorized to awa d "opportunity
 

2 grants" from the fund to needy students for unde graduate study
 

3 leading to a baccalaureate degree, associate degr e, or other ap­


4 proved certificate at institutions of higher educa ion, public and
 

5 private, located in New Jersey; provided, that the oard shall allow
 

6 not more than 10% of the needy students to be awa ded opportunity
 

7 grants in any year to use their opportunity grants t institutions of
 

8 higher education located outside this State.
 

D (b) Opportunity grants may be awarded annua ly, upon proper
 

10 application to the fund, to any needy student wh qualifies under 

n the standards to be developed and promulgated the board and 

12 who is or will be attending an institution of collegi te grade located 

13 in New Jersey and approved for this purpose y the Board of 

14 Higher Education, except that in cases where th student will be 

15 or is attending an institution in another State, he accreditation 
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16 procedures of that State shall be accepted, ubject to the approval 

17 of the board. 

1 8. (a) No opportunity grant shall be aw rded to any applicant 

2 therefor unless such applicant shall have demonstrated to the 

3 satisfaction of the board that he or she: 

4 (1) Is and has been a resident of the State for at least 12 months 

5 prior to receiving the grant; 

6 (2) Will be or is attending a full-time or ther program leading 

7 to a degree, or other organized program of s udy approved by the 

8 institution which he or she is or will be atte ding; 

9 (3) Has demonstrated financial need for uch grant, as deter­

10 mined by standards and procedures to be esta lished by the board, 

11 in accordance with the provisions of this and e preceding article; 

12 and 

13 (4) Has compli.ed with all rules and regul tions adopted pur­

14 suant to this act by the board for the award regulation and ad­

15 ministration of opportunity grants. 

16 (b) In addition to the requirements of su section (a) of this 

17 section, the board is hereby authorized to req ire the satisfaction 

18 of such other requirements as it may deem nec ssary to carry out 

19 the provisions of this act. 

1 9. In awarding opportunity grants pursuant t this act, the board 

2 shall take into account the financial resource available to the 

3 applicant to meet the cost of his higher educati n and the tuition, 

4 fees and living expenses at the institution of higher education 

5 which the applicant is attending or to which he as been admitted. 

6 Opportunity grants awarded pursuant to this a t shall be paid to 

7 recipients by the State Treasurer in accordan e with rules and 

8 regulations adopted by the board. 

1 10. No person shall be eligible for educational 0 portunity assist­

2 ance pursuant to this act for more than 6 years, l' for such other 

3 period of time as may be determined by the boar to be necessary 

4 for the completion of an organized course of stUI' . Each opportu­

5 nity grant awarded pursuant to this act shall rem in in effect only 

6 so long as the recipient thereof achieves academi progress to the 

7 satisfaction of the board and demonstrates con inued eligibility 

8 pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

1 11. Opportunity grants shall be awarded by th board without 

2 regard to race, creed or religion and in such numbe and amount as 

3 may be within the limits of funds appropriated or otherwise made 

4 available therefor. 
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ARTICLE IV 

1 12. The chancellor shall develop, establish and 

2 grams of remedial and supplementary education fo 

3 who will receive educational opportunity assistance I nder this act. 

4 Such programs may be administered directly by th Department 

5 of Higher Education or may be co-operative ventur s undertaken 

6 with any or all of the public and private institutio s of higher 

7 education in the State. 

1 13. The chancellor shall:
 

2 (a) Administer all funds appropriated by
 

3 fulfill the purposes of this article.
 

4 (b) Be an agency of communication with any de
 

to 

5 agency of the United States on public funds available 0 the State 

6 for purposes related to those set forth in this act. 

7 (c) Enter into joint-funding arrangements with pu lic and pri ­

8 vate institutions of higher education for purposes reI 

9 act. 

ARTICLE V 

Dep rtment of1 14. (a) There is hereby appropriated to the 

2 Higher Education for the New Jersey College Opport nity Fund, 

3 the sum of $2,000,000.00 to carry out the provisions of Articles II 

4 and III of this act including the administration there f, for the 

5 period ending June 30, 1969. 

6 (b) There is hereby appropriated to the Department of Higher 

7 Education the sum of $400,000.00 to carry out the pI' visions of 

8 Article IV of this act for the period ending June 30, 1 

1 15. This act shall take effect immediately. 



SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 767 

STATE OF NEW JERS
 

ADOPTED JUNE 17, 1968 

Amend page 3, section 7, line 4, after" certificate ", insert "a 

graduate and professional study leading to approved master' 

doctor's degrees". 

Y
 

d for 

and 

Amend page 3, section 7, line 8, after "State", insert " ; and pro­

vided further, that no more than 100/0 of the funds appropriate and 

available for the purposes of this act shall be awarded to studen s for 

use in graduate study". 

Amend page 5, section 14, line 3, delete "$2,000,000.00", nsert 

"$1,600,000.00' '. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 767 

STATE OF NEW JER
 

IN'TRODUCED MAY 20, 1968 

By Assemblymen KEAN, KALTENBtACHER, DENNIS, 

I
EY I 

ILSON, 

FIORE, CAPUTO, VANDER PLAAT, RICHARDSON, OWEN'S, 

WILENTZ and PFALTZ 

Referred to Committee on Education 

AN ACT concerning higher education, creating the N w Jersey 

Educational Opportunity Fund in the Department 

Education, supplementing subtitle 12 of Title 18A 0 

Jersey Statutes, and providing an appropriation. 

1 

2 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly 0 

of New Jersey: 

ARTICLE I 

1 

2 

1. This act shall be known as, and may be cited as, 

Jersey Educational Opportunity Act of 1968," 

f Higher 

the New 

the State 

he "New 

1 2, This act shall be liberally construed to effectuate th
 

2 and intent thereof.
 

1 3. As used in this act, unless the context clearly indic tes other­

2 wise, the following terms shall have the following mean'ngs : 

3 (a) The term" board" shall mean the Board of Direct rs of the 

4 New Jersey Educational Opportunity Fund created by section 4 

5 of this act. 

6 (b) The term" chancellor" shall mean the Chancellor f Higher 

7 Education. 

8 (c) The term "department" shall mean the Depa tment of 

9 Higher Education. 

10 (d) The term "fund" shall mean the New Jersey E 

11 Opportunity Fund created by section 4 of this act. 

12 (e) The term "higher education" shall mean that ducation 

13 which is provided by any or all of the public institutions of higher 

14 education as herein defined or any or all equivalent pri ate insti­

15 tutions. 

16 (f) The term "public institutions of higher educati n" shall 

17 mean and include Rutgers, The State University, Newan College 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in th above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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18 of Engineering, the New Jersey Oolleg of Medicine and Dentistry, 

19 the 6 State colleges, the Oollege of eronautical and Air-space 

20 Science established in Atlantic county ursuant to chapter 285 of 

21 the laws of 1964, the county colleges, th public junior colleges, the 

22 industrial schools, and any other pI blic universities, colleges, 

23 county colleges or junior colleges now l' hereafter established or 

24 authorized by law. 

ARTICLE II 

1 4. (a) There is hereby created and es ablished in the department 

2 an educational opportunity fund which s all be known as the" New 

3 Jersey Educational Opportunity Fund. ' The fund shall identify, 

4 recruit and provide financial assistance to needy students who are 

5 residents of this State in order that t oy may be able to attend 

6 institutions of higher education. 

7 (b) The business and operations of he fund shall be adminis­

8 tered by the chancellor and the board of irectors created pursuant 

9 to section 5 of this act. 

10 (c) The chancellor shall serve as the chief executive officer of 

11 the fund and shall organize the work of the fund in such manner 

12 as he deems necessary to carry out the p ovisions of this act. The 

13 chancellor may employ such persons, c ntract for such services, 

14 make such expenditures and adopt such rules and regulations as 

15 may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the provisions of this 

16 act. 

1 5. (a) The board of directors of the und shall consist of the 

2 chancellor, who shall serve as chairman, a d 8 citizens of this State 

3 appointed by the State Board of Highe Education with the ap­

4 proval of the Governor. Oitizen membe s of the board shall be 

5 selected without regard to political affili tion and, as far as may 

6 be practicable, on the basis of their Imo ledge of, or interest in, 

7 the problems of needy students and high I' education. 

8 (b) Each citizen member of the board hall serve for a term of 

9 4 years and until his successor shall have een appointed and quali­

10 fied; provided, that in the case of the fi st appointments to the 

:1 11 board, 2 members shall be appointed for erms expiring June 30, 

12 1969; 2 members shall be appointed for erms expiring June 30, 

13 1970; 2 members shall be appointed for erms expiring June 30, 

14 1971; and 2 members slmll be appointed or terms expiring June 

15 30, 1972. Any vacancy in the membersbi of the board shall be 

16 filled in the same manner as the original ppointment for the re­

17 mainder of the unexpired term. 

18 (c) The board shall develop and maint in a State-wide system 

19 for the identification of potential college st Idents from needy fam­
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20 ilies; devise methods for recruiting such students; advise the chan­

21 celIoI' on the organization, co-ordination and support, in co-opera.., 

22 tion with public and private institutions of higher educat on of the 

23 State, of programs of remedial education for such stud nts; and 

24 provide financial assistance as required by such student . 

25 (d) Members of the board shall serve without compen ation but 

26 shall be entitled to be reimbursed for all reasonable and ecessary 

27 expenses incurred in the discharge of their duties. 

1 6. The board shall: 

2 (a) Administer all funds appropriated by the Legislat re for the 

3 purpose of carrying out. the provisions of this act. 

4 (b) Be an agency of communication with depart ents and 

5 agencies ·of the United States on the availability of grant or loans 

6 to this State for purposes related or similar to those se forth in 

7 this act. 

8 (c) Develop, establish and publicize criteria for the etermina­

9 tion of eligibility for financial assistance from the fund based on 

10 need and potential for success in college. 

11 (d) Established procedures for determining the amou t of each 

12 award according to the total financial need of each stude t. 

13 (e) Through the chancellor, be responsible and repor periodi­

14 cally in writing to the Board of Higher Education on the perform­

15 ance of its duties in accordance with the provisions of is act. 

16 (f) Adopt by-laws, and make, enforce, alter and repea rules for 

17 its own operation and for carrying out the provisions of 

18 (g) Receive and disburse such contributions to the fu 

19 be forthcoming from private and public sources. 

ARTICLE III 

1 7. (a) The board is hereby authorized to award "0 portunity 

2 grants" from the fund to needy students for undergrad ate study 

3 leading to a baccalaureate degree, associate degree, or other ap­

4 proved certificate *and for grad'itate and professional s t~dy lead­

5 ing to approved master's and doctor's degrees"" at i stitutions 

6 of higher education, public and private, located in Ne Jersey; 

7 provided, that the board shall allow not more than 10 0 of the 

8 needy students to be awarded opportunity grants in any year 

8A to use their opportunity grants at institutions of higher education 

8B located outside this State; and, provided further, that no ore than 

8e 10% of the funds appropriated and available for the p rposes of 

8D this act shall be awarded to students for use in gradua e study*. 

9 (b) Opportunity grants may be awarded annually, up n proper 

10 applicatiol?; to the fund, to any needy student who quali es under 

11 the standards to be developed and promulgated by the oard and 

his act. 
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12 who is or will be attending an institution of collegi te grade located 

13 in New Jersey and approved for this purpose the Board of 

14 Higher Education, except that in cases where th student will be 

15 or is attending an institution in another State, e accreditation 

16 procedures of that State shall be accepted, subjec to the approval 

17 of the board. 

1 8. (a) No opportunity grant shall be awarded 0 any applicant 

2 therefor unless such applicant shall have dem nstrated to the 

3 satisfaction of the board that he or she: 

4 (1) Is and has been a resident of the State for a least 12 months 

5 prior to receiving the grant; 

6 (2) Will be or is attending a full-time or other program leading 

7 to a degree, or other organized program of study approved by the 

8 institution which he or she is or will be attendin ; 

9 (3) Has demonstrated financial need for such grant, as deter­

10 mined by standards and procedures to be establis ed by the board,
 

11 in accordance with the provisions of this and the receding article;
 

12 and
 

13 (4) Has complied with all rules and regulati ns adopted pur­


14 suant to this act by the board for the award, l' gulation and ad­


15 ministration of opportunity grants.
 

16 (b) In addition to the requirements of subse tion (a) of this
 

17 section, the board is hereby authorized to requi e the satisfaction
 

18 of such other requirements as it may deem nece sary to carry out
 

19 the provisions of this act.
 

1 9. In awarding opportunity grants pursuant to his aet, the board 

2 shall take into account the financial resources available to the 

3 applicant to meet the cost of his higher educati n and the tuition, 

4 fees and living expenses at the institution of higher education 

5 which the applicant is attending or to which he as been admitted. 

6 Opportunity grants awarded pursuant to this a t shall be paid to 

7 recipients by the State Treasurer in accordan e with rules and 

8 regulations adopted by the board. 

1 10. No person shall be eligible for educational pportunityassist ­

2 ance pursuant to this act for more than 6 years or for such other 

3 period of time as may be determined by the boa d to be necessary 

4 for the completion of an organized course of stu y. Each opportu­

5 nity grant awarded pursuant to this act shall re ain in effect only 

6 so long as the recipient thereof achieves acade ic progress to the 

7 satisfaction of the board and demonstrates c ntinued eligibility 

8 pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

1 11. Opportunity grants shall be awarded by the board without 

2 regard to race, creed or religion and in such nu bel' and amount as 
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3 may be within the limits of funds appropriated or otherw'se made 

4 available therefor. 

ARTICLE IV 

1 12. The chancellor shall develop, establish and maint in pro­


2 gmms of rrmcdial and supp~ementary education for the tuclents
 

3 who will receive educational opportunity assistance under this act.
 

4 Such programs may be administered directly by the De artment
 

5 of Higher Education or may be co-operative ventures un ertaken
 

6 with any or all of the public and private institutions 0 higher
 

7 education in the State.
 

1 13. The chancellor shall:
 

2 (a) Administer all funds appropriated by the Legisl ture to
 

3 fulfill the purposes of this article.
 

4 (b) Be an agency of communication with any depart
 

5 agency of the United States on public funds available to t
 

6 for purposes related to those set forth in this act.
 

7 (c) Enter into joint-funding arrangements with public nd pri­


8 vate institutions of higher education for purposes related to this
 

9 act.
 

ARTICLE V 

1 14. (a) There is hereby appropriated to the Depart ent of
 

2 Higher Education for the New Jersey College Opportunit Fund,
 

3 the sum of ·[$2,000,000.00]* *$1,600,000.00* to carry out th provi­


4 sions of Articles II and III of this act including the adminis ration
 

5 thereof, for the period ending June 30, 1969.
 

6 (b) There is hereby appropriated to the Department of igher
 

7 Education the sum of $400,000.00 to carry out the provisions of
 

8 Article IV of this aet for the period ending June 30, 1969.
 

1 15. This act shall take effect immediately.
 

ent or 
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July 12, 1968FROM: OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR FOR RELEASE 

STATEMENT BY GOVERNOR RICHARD J, GHES
 
ON SIGNING OF A-767
 

FRIDAY, JULY 12 ~ 1968
 

The enactment of this bill creating the Educatio_al Opportunity Fund 

marks another in the significant advances which this State has made in the 

development of solutions to critical problems facing us. ssembly Bill No. 767 

will establish a substantial source of fundsby which the citizens of New Jersey 

can hope to achieve an equal opportunity for higher educati n. In my Special .J!1~~~f1ge 

:0 the Legislature earlier this year~ I noted the distressi g loss to our connnun:i.ty 

of the talents of many of our citizens unable to secure nec ssary higher education 

by reason of financial hardship. This Ed~cational Opportun"ty Fund will enable 

New Jersey to utilize federal resources already allocated f r disadvantaged students 

in this State. Our matching funds will enable the attendan e of many young 

citizens, not only at our public colleges and universities, but also at the 

independent educational institutions of this State. I am a vised that an innnediate 

result of this Act today will be the availability of 500 sc olarships to students 

who wish to attend college this September. 

The fund will be administered by the Educational pportunity Commission 

through college aid officers under strict standards of need and performance. 

It is designed to supplement, but not replace,. private scho arships, work study 

stipends, loans and individual student resources. The bene its of this fund will 

that uno investment in human resources could promise a greater return." 

colleges themselves by complementing their efforts to address more directly the 

ssageof lastIt is my firm conviction as I have stated in the 

problems of our cities and our disadvantaged citizens. 

reach not only those students otherwise unable to attend co lege, but also the 
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