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EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.

P.L. 2005, CHAPTER 24, approved January 26, 2005
Senate, No. 801

AN ACT concerning certain dogs and amending P.L.1983, c.261.1
2

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State3
of New Jersey:4

5
1.  Section 1 of P.L.1983, c.261 (C.2C:29-3.1) is amended to read6

as follows:7
1.  Any person who purposely kills a dog, horse or other animal8

owned or used by a law enforcement agency or a search and rescue9
dog shall be guilty of a crime of the third degree.  Any person who10
purposely maims or otherwise inflicts harm upon a dog,  horse or other11
animal owned or used by a law enforcement agency or a search and12
rescue dog shall be guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.  Any person13
who interferes with any law enforcement officer using an animal in the14
performance of his official duties commits a disorderly persons15
offense, subject to a sentence of six months' imprisonment, some or all16
of which may be community service, restitution and a $1,000.00 fine.17

As used in this section, "search and rescue dog" means any dog18
trained or being trained for the purpose of search and rescue that is19
owned by an independent handler or member of a search and rescue20
team, and used in conjunction with local law enforcement or21
emergency services  organizations for the purpose of locating missing22
persons or evidence of arson.23
(cf:  P.L.1999, c.14, s.1)24

25
2.  This act shall take effect immediately.26

27
28

STATEMENT29
30

P.L.1999, c.14 upgraded the penalties for injuring or killing dogs31
and other animals owned or used by law enforcement agencies. This32
bill would include search and rescue dogs in that law's provisions.33
Under the bill's provisions, it would be a crime of the third degree to34
kill a search and rescue dog; it would be a crime of the fourth degree35
to maim or inflict harm upon a search and rescue dog.  The bill defines36
a search and rescue dog as any dog trained or being trained for the37
purpose of search and rescue that is owned by an independent handler38
or member of a search and rescue team, and used in conjunction with39
local law enforcement or emergency services organizations for the40
purpose of locating missing persons or evidence of arson.41

These dogs are commonly used for locating injured and trapped42
persons during catastrophes, such as earthquakes.  The bill is modeled43
on Arkansas legislation.44



S801
2

                             1
2

Provides penalties for injuring or killing search and rescue dogs.3



SENATE, No. 801

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
211th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 5, 2004

Sponsored by: 
Senator DIANE ALLEN
District 7 (Burlington and Camden)
Assemblyman GORDON M. JOHNSON
District 37 (Bergen)
Assemblyman JEFF VAN DREW
District 1 (Cape May, Atlantic and Cumberland)
Assemblyman LOUIS MANZO
District 31 (Hudson)

Co-Sponsored by:
Assemblymen Conaway, Corodemus, Dancer, Assemblywoman
Greenstein, Assemblymen S.Kean, Munoz, Assemblywoman Weinberg,
Assemblymen Chiappone, Conners and Stack

SYNOPSIS
Provides penalties for injuring or killing search and rescue dogs.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 12/14/2004)



S801 ALLEN
2

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.

AN ACT concerning certain dogs and amending P.L.1983, c.261.1
2

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State3
of New Jersey:4

5
1.  Section 1 of P.L.1983, c.261 (C.2C:29-3.1) is amended to read6

as follows:7
1.  Any person who purposely kills a dog, horse or other animal8

owned or used by a law enforcement agency or a search and rescue9
dog shall be guilty of a crime of the third degree.  Any person who10
purposely maims or otherwise inflicts harm upon a dog,  horse or other11
animal owned or used by a law enforcement agency or a search and12
rescue dog shall be guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.  Any person13
who interferes with any law enforcement officer using an animal in the14
performance of his official duties commits a disorderly persons15
offense, subject to a sentence of six months' imprisonment, some or all16
of which may be community service, restitution and a $1,000.00 fine.17

As used in this section, "search and rescue dog" means any dog18
trained or being trained for the purpose of search and rescue that is19
owned by an independent handler or member of a search and rescue20
team, and used in conjunction with local law enforcement or21
emergency services  organizations for the purpose of locating missing22
persons or evidence of arson.23
(cf:  P.L.1999, c.14, s.1)24

25
2.  This act shall take effect immediately.26

27
28

STATEMENT29
30

P.L.1999, c.14 upgraded the penalties for injuring or killing dogs31
and other animals owned or used by law enforcement agencies. This32
bill would include search and rescue dogs in that law's provisions.33
Under the bill's provisions, it would be a crime of the third degree to34
kill a search and rescue dog; it would be a crime of the fourth degree35
to maim or inflict harm upon a search and rescue dog.  The bill defines36
a search and rescue dog as any dog trained or being trained for the37
purpose of search and rescue that is owned by an independent handler38
or member of a search and rescue team, and used in conjunction with39
local law enforcement or emergency services organizations for the40
purpose of locating missing persons or evidence of arson.41

These dogs are commonly used for locating injured and trapped42
persons during catastrophes, such as earthquakes.  The bill is modeled43
on Arkansas legislation.44



SENATE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY AND VETERANS'
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 801

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DATED: OCTOBER 14, 2004

The Senate Law and Public Safety and Veterans' Affairs
Committee reports favorably Senate Bill No. 801.

P.L.1999, c.14 upgraded the penalties for injuring or killing dogs
and other animals owned or used by law enforcement agencies. This
bill would include search and rescue dogs in that law's provisions.
Under the bill's provisions, it would be a crime of the third degree to
kill a search and rescue dog; it would be a crime of the fourth degree
to maim or inflict harm upon a search and rescue dog.  The bill defines
a search and rescue dog as any dog trained or being trained for the
purpose of search and rescue that is owned by an independent handler
or member of a search and rescue team, and used in conjunction with
local law enforcement or emergency services organizations for the
purpose of locating missing persons or evidence of arson.

These dogs are commonly used for locating injured and trapped
persons during catastrophes, such as earthquakes.  The bill is modeled
on Arkansas legislation.



ASSEMBLY, No. 1087

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
211th LEGISLATURE

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2004 SESSION

Sponsored by: 
Assemblyman GORDON M. JOHNSON
District 37 (Bergen)
Assemblyman JEFF VAN DREW
District 1 (Cape May, Atlantic and Cumberland)

Co-Sponsored by:
Assemblymen Conaway, Corodemus, Dancer, Assemblywoman
Greenstein, Assemblymen S.Kean, Munoz and Assemblywoman Weinberg

SYNOPSIS
Provides penalties for injuring or killing search and rescue dogs.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel.



A1087 JOHNSON, VAN DREW
2

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.

AN ACT concerning certain dogs and amending P.L.1983, c.261.1
2

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State3
of New Jersey:4

5
1.  Section 1 of P.L.1983, c.261, (C.2C:29-3.1) is amended to read6

as follows: 7
1.  Any person who purposely kills a dog, horse or other animal8

owned or used by a law enforcement agency or a search and rescue9
dog shall be guilty of a crime of the third degree.  Any person who10
purposely maims or otherwise inflicts harm upon a dog, horse or other11
animal owned or used by a law enforcement agency or a search and12
rescue dog shall be guilty of a crime of the fourth degree.  Any person13
who interferes with any law enforcement officer using an animal in the14
performance of his official duties commits a disorderly persons15
offense, subject to a sentence of six months' imprisonment, some or all16
of which may be community service, restitution and a $1,000.00 fine.17

As used in this section, "search and rescue dog" means any dog18
trained or being trained for the purpose of search and rescue that is19
owned by an independent handler or member of a search and rescue20
team, and used in conjunction with local law enforcement or21
emergency services  organizations for the purpose of locating missing22
persons or evidence of arson.23
(cf:  P.L.1999, c.14, s.1)24

25
2.  This act shall take effect immediately.26

27
STATEMENT28

29
P.L.1999, c.14 upgraded the penalties for injuring or killing dogs30

and other animals owned or used by law enforcement agencies. This31
bill would include search and rescue dogs in that law's provisions.32
Under the bill's provisions, it would be a crime of the third degree to33
kill a search and rescue dog; it would be a crime of the fourth degree34
to maim or inflict harm upon a search and rescue dog.  The bill defines35
a search and rescue dog as any dog trained or being trained for the36
purpose of search and rescue that is owned by an independent handler37
or member of a search and rescue team, and used in conjunction with38
local law enforcement or emergency services organizations for the39
purpose of locating missing persons or evidence of arson.40

These dogs are commonly used for locating injured and trapped41
persons during catastrophes, such as earthquakes.  The bill is modeled42
on Arkansas legislation.43



ASSEMBLY LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 1087

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DATED:  JANUARY 22, 2004

The Assembly Law and Public Safety Committee reports favorably
Assembly Bill No. 1087.

Assembly Bill No. 1087 makes it a crime of the third degree to kill
a search and rescue dog and a crime of the fourth degree to maim or
inflict harm upon a search and rescue dog.  A crime of the third degree
is punishable by a term of imprisonment of three to five years, a fine
of up to $15,000, or both.  A crime of the fourth degree is punishable
by a term of imprisonment of up to 18 months, a fine of up to $10,000,
or both.

Under current law, it is a crime of the third degree to kill dogs and
other animals owned or used by law enforcement agencies and a crime
of the fourth degree to maim these dogs or animals.  This bill expands
this law to also apply to search and rescue dogs.

The bill defines a search and rescue dog as any dog trained or
being trained for the purpose of search and rescue that is owned by an
independent handler or member of a search and rescue team, and used
in conjunction with local law enforcement or emergency services
organizations for the purpose of locating missing persons or evidence
of arson.

These dogs are commonly used for locating injured and trapped
persons during catastrophes, such as earthquakes.  The bill was
modeled on Arkansas legislation.

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 2004 legislative
session pending technical review.  As reported, the bill includes the
changes required by technical review, which has been performed.




