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P.L. 2020, CHAPTER 82, approved September 14, 2020 

Senate, No. 960 (First Reprint) 

 

 

AN ACT concerning eligibility for student financial aid and 1 

supplementing chapter 71B of Title 18A of the New Jersey 2 

Statutes.   3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1. a. In the event that a student who is enrolled in or planning 8 

to enroll in an institution of higher education in the State is  9 

considered by the Higher Education Student Assistance Authority to 10 

be a dependent of his parent 1, and the student seeks to apply for 11 

any student financial aid programs offered by the federal or State 12 

government1, the student’s parent shall provide the Higher 13 

Education Student Assistance Authority with a  completed financial 14 

aid application. 15 

 b. Each institution of higher education shall notify the 16 

executive director of the Higher Education Student Assistance 17 

Authority of all students who report that their parent has refused to 18 

provide information to complete a financial aid application in 19 

accordance with subsection a. of this section.  The executive 20 

director shall send written notification to those parents that failure 21 

to submit a completed financial aid application on behalf of a 22 

dependent will result in the assessment of a civil penalty pursuant to 23 

subsection c. of this section.   24 

 c. Any person who willfully fails to disclose information 25 

required pursuant to subsection a. of this section shall be subject to 26 

a civil penalty of not more than $500 which shall be collected in 27 

proceedings in accordance with the "Penalty Enforcement Law of 28 

1999," P.L.1999, c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.). 29 

 d. 1(1)1 Any civil penalty collected pursuant to subsection c. of 30 

this section shall be conveyed to the authority to transfer to the 31 

student’s account at the institution of higher education at which the 32 

student is enrolled or is planning to enroll.     33 

 1(2) In the event that a student does not enroll, or is no longer 34 

enrolled, at an institution of higher education at the time a civil 35 

penalty is collected pursuant to subsection c. of this section, the 36 

civil penalty shall be made available to the authority for the 37 

purposes of student assistance programs administered by the 38 

authority.1  39 



 

S960 [1R] 

2 

 

 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately.   1 

 2 

 3 

                                 4 

 5 

 Requires parent to provide completed financial aid application to 6 

Higher Education Student Assistance Authority if parent’s 7 

dependent applies to State for student financial aid. 8 



  

SENATE, No. 960  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
219th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED JANUARY 27, 2020 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Senator  RONALD L. RICE 

District 28 (Essex) 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Requires parent to provide completed financial aid application to Higher 

Education Student Assistance Authority if parent’s dependent applies to State 

for student financial aid. 

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 
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AN ACT concerning eligibility for student financial aid and 1 

supplementing chapter 71B of Title 18A of the New Jersey 2 

Statutes.   3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1. a. In the event that a student who is enrolled in or planning 8 

to enroll in an institution of higher education in the State is  9 

considered by the Higher Education Student Assistance Authority to 10 

be a dependent of his parent, the student’s parent shall provide the 11 

Higher Education Student Assistance Authority with a  completed 12 

financial aid application.  13 

 b. Each institution of higher education shall notify the executive 14 

director of the Higher Education Student Assistance Authority of all 15 

students who report that their parent has refused to provide 16 

information to complete a financial aid application in accordance with 17 

subsection a. of this section.  The executive director shall send written 18 

notification to those parents that failure to submit a completed 19 

financial aid application on behalf of a dependent will result in the 20 

assessment of a civil penalty pursuant to subsection c. of this section.   21 

 c. Any person who willfully fails to disclose information 22 

required pursuant to subsection a. of this section shall be subject to 23 

a civil penalty of not more than $500 which shall be collected in 24 

proceedings in accordance with the "Penalty Enforcement Law of 25 

1999," P.L.1999, c.274. (C.2A:58-10 et seq.). 26 

 d. Any civil penalty collected pursuant to subsection c. of this 27 

section shall be conveyed to the authority to transfer to the student’s 28 

account at the institution of higher education at which the student is 29 

enrolled or is planning to enroll.     30 

 31 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately.   32 

 33 

 34 

STATEMENT 35 

 36 

 This bill provides that in the event that a student who is enrolled 37 

in or planning to enroll in an institution of higher education in the 38 

State is considered by the Higher Education Student Assistance 39 

Authority to be a dependent of his parent, the student’s parent must 40 

provide the Higher Education Student Assistance Authority with a 41 

completed financial aid application.  The bill requires an institution of 42 

higher education to notify the executive director of the Higher 43 

Education Student Assistance Authority of all students who report that 44 

their parent has refused to provide information to complete a financial 45 

aid application.  The executive director is also required to send written 46 

notification to those parents that failure to submit a completed 47 
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3 

 

 

financial aid application on behalf of a dependent will result in the 1 

assessment of a civil penalty.   2 

 Under the bill, any person who willfully fails to disclose 3 

information required pursuant to the bill’s provisions will be subject 4 

to a civil penalty of not more than $500, to be collected in 5 

proceedings in accordance with the "Penalty Enforcement Law of 6 

1999," P.L.1999, c.274. (C.2A:58-10 et seq.).  The bill further 7 

provides that any such civil penalty collected will be conveyed to 8 

the authority to transfer to the student’s account at the institution of 9 

higher education at which the student is enrolled or is planning to 10 

enroll.     11 



ASSEMBLY HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

[First Reprint] 

SENATE, No. 960  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  MARCH 5, 2020 

 

 The Assembly Higher Education Committee reports favorably 

Senate Bill No. 960 (1R). 

 This bill provides that in the event that a student who is enrolled 

in or planning to enroll in an institution of higher education in the 

State is considered by the Higher Education Student Assistance 

Authority to be a dependent of his parent, and the student seeks to 

apply for any student financial aid programs offered by the federal or 

State government, the student’s parent must provide the authority 

with a completed financial aid application. The bill requires an 

institution of higher education to notify the executive director of the 

authority of all students who report that their parent has refused to 

provide information to complete a financial aid application.  The 

executive director is also required to send written notification to those 

parents that failure to submit a completed financial aid application on 

behalf of a dependent will result in the assessment of a civil penalty.   

 Under the bill, any person who willfully fails to disclose 

information required pursuant to the bill’s provisions will be subject 

to a civil penalty of not more than $500, to be collected in 

proceedings in accordance with the "Penalty Enforcement Law of 

1999," P.L.1999, c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.). The bill further 

provides that any such civil penalty collected will be conveyed to 

the authority to transfer to the student’s account at the institution of 

higher education at which the student is enrolled or is planning to 

enroll.  In the event that a student does not enroll, or is no longer 

enrolled, at an institution at the time a civil penalty is collected, the 

civil penalty will be made available to the authority for the purposes of 

student assistance programs administered by the authority. 

 As reported by the committee, this bill is identical to Assembly 

Bill No. 3628, which also was reported by the committee on this 

same date. 



SENATE HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

SENATE, No. 960  
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  JANUARY 30, 2020 

 

 The Senate Higher Education Committee reports favorably Senate 

Bill No. 960 with committee amendments. 

 As amended, this bill provides that in the event that a student 

who is enrolled in or planning to enroll in an institution of higher 

education in the State is considered by the Higher Education Student 

Assistance Authority to be a dependent of his parent, and the student 

seeks to apply for any student financial aid programs offered by the 

federal or State government, the student’s parent must provide the 

Higher Education Student Assistance Authority with a completed 

financial aid application. The bill requires an institution of higher 

education to notify the executive director of the Higher Education 

Student Assistance Authority of all students who report that their 

parent has refused to provide information to complete a financial aid 

application.  The executive director is also required to send written 

notification to those parents that failure to submit a completed 

financial aid application on behalf of a dependent will result in the 

assessment of a civil penalty.   

 Under the bill, any person who willfully fails to disclose 

information required pursuant to the bill’s provisions will be subject 

to a civil penalty of not more than $500, to be collected in 

proceedings in accordance with the "Penalty Enforcement Law of 

1999," P.L.1999, c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.). The bill further 

provides that any such civil penalty collected will be conveyed to 

the authority to transfer to the student’s account at the institution of 

higher education at which the student is enrolled or is planning to 

enroll.  In the event that a student does not enroll, or is no longer 

enrolled, at an institution of higher education at the time a civil penalty 

is collected, the civil penalty will be made available to the authority 

for the purposes of student assistance programs administered by the 

authority. 

 The committee amended the bill to clarify that the bill’s provision 

requiring a parent to complete a financial aid application only applies 

in the event that the student is seeking student financial aid.  The 

committee also amended the bill to provide that, in the event that a 

student does not enroll, or is no longer enrolled, at an institution of 

higher education at the time a civil penalty is collected, the civil 

penalty will be made available to the authority for the purposes of 

student assistance programs administered by the authority. 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 7/30/2020) 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3628  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
219th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED MARCH 5, 2020 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Assemblywoman  YVONNE LOPEZ 

District 19 (Middlesex) 

 

Co-Sponsored by: 

Assemblywoman Speight 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Requires parent to provide completed financial aid application to Higher 

Education Student Assistance Authority if parent’s dependent applies to State 

for student financial aid. 

  

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 
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AN ACT concerning eligibility for student financial aid and 1 

supplementing chapter 71B of Title 18A of the New Jersey 2 

Statutes.   3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1. a. In the event that a student who is enrolled in or planning 8 

to enroll in an institution of higher education in the State is 9 

considered by the Higher Education Student Assistance Authority to 10 

be a dependent of his parent, and the student seeks to apply for any 11 

student financial aid programs offered by the federal or State 12 

government, the student’s parent shall provide the Higher Education 13 

Student Assistance Authority with a completed financial aid 14 

application. 15 

 b. Each institution of higher education shall notify the 16 

executive director of the Higher Education Student Assistance 17 

Authority of all students who report that their parent has refused to 18 

provide information to complete a financial aid application in 19 

accordance with subsection a. of this section.  The executive 20 

director shall send written notification to those parents that failure 21 

to submit a completed financial aid application on behalf of a 22 

dependent will result in the assessment of a civil penalty pursuant to 23 

subsection c. of this section.   24 

 c. Any person who willfully fails to disclose information 25 

required pursuant to subsection a. of this section shall be subject to 26 

a civil penalty of not more than $500 which shall be collected in 27 

proceedings in accordance with the "Penalty Enforcement Law of 28 

1999," P.L.1999, c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.). 29 

 d. (1) Any civil penalty collected pursuant to subsection c. of 30 

this section shall be conveyed to the authority to transfer to the 31 

student’s account at the institution of higher education at which the 32 

student is enrolled or is planning to enroll.     33 

 (2) In the event that a student does not enroll, or is no longer 34 

enrolled, at an institution of higher education at the time a civil 35 

penalty is collected pursuant to subsection c. of this section, the 36 

civil penalty shall be made available to the authority for the 37 

purposes of student assistance programs administered by the 38 

authority.  39 

 40 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately.   41 

 42 

 43 

STATEMENT 44 

 45 

 This bill provides that in the event that a student who is enrolled 46 

in or planning to enroll in an institution of higher education in the 47 

State is considered by the Higher Education Student Assistance 48 
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Authority to be a dependent of his parent, and the student seeks to 1 

apply for any student financial aid programs offered by the federal or 2 

State government, the student’s parent must provide the Higher 3 

Education Student Assistance Authority with a completed financial 4 

aid application. The bill requires an institution of higher education to 5 

notify the executive director of the Higher Education Student 6 

Assistance Authority of all students who report that their parent has 7 

refused to provide information to complete a financial aid application.  8 

The executive director is also required to send written notification to 9 

those parents that failure to submit a completed financial aid 10 

application on behalf of a dependent will result in the assessment of a 11 

civil penalty.   12 

 Under the bill, any person who willfully fails to disclose 13 

information required pursuant to the bill’s provisions will be subject 14 

to a civil penalty of not more than $500, to be collected in 15 

proceedings in accordance with the "Penalty Enforcement Law of 16 

1999," P.L.1999, c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.). The bill further 17 

provides that any such civil penalty collected will be conveyed to 18 

the authority to transfer to the student’s account at the institution of 19 

higher education at which the student is enrolled or is planning to 20 

enroll.  In the event that a student does not enroll, or is no longer 21 

enrolled, at an institution of higher education at the time a civil penalty 22 

is collected, the civil penalty will be made available to the authority 23 

for the purposes of student assistance programs administered by the 24 

authority. 25 



ASSEMBLY HIGHER EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 3628  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  MARCH 5, 2020 

 

 The Assembly Higher Education Committee reports favorably 

Assembly Bill No. 3628. 

 This bill provides that in the event that a student who is enrolled 

in or planning to enroll in an institution of higher education in the 

State is considered by the Higher Education Student Assistance 

Authority to be a dependent of his parent, and the student seeks to 

apply for any student financial aid programs offered by the federal or 

State government, the student’s parent must provide the authority 

with a completed financial aid application. The bill requires an 

institution of higher education to notify the executive director of the 

authority of all students who report that their parent has refused to 

provide information to complete a financial aid application.  The 

executive director is also required to send written notification to those 

parents that failure to submit a completed financial aid application on 

behalf of a dependent will result in the assessment of a civil penalty.   

 Under the bill, any person who willfully fails to disclose 

information required pursuant to the bill’s provisions will be subject 

to a civil penalty of not more than $500, to be collected in 

proceedings in accordance with the "Penalty Enforcement Law of 

1999," P.L.1999, c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.). The bill further 

provides that any such civil penalty collected will be conveyed to 

the authority to transfer to the student’s account at the institution of 

higher education at which the student is enrolled or is planning to 

enroll.  In the event that a student does not enroll, or is no longer 

enrolled, at an institution at the time a civil penalty is collected, the 

civil penalty will be made available to the authority for the purposes of 

student assistance programs administered by the authority. 

 As reported by the committee, this bill is identical to Senate Bill 

No. 960 (1R), which also was reported by the committee on this 

same date. 
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GOVERNOR’S STATEMENT UPON SIGNING 
SENATE BILL NO. 960  
(First Reprint) 

 
 
 
Today I am pleased to sign Senate Bill No. 960 

(First Reprint), which requires the parent of a dependent 
student who is enrolled in or is planning to enroll in a New 
Jersey institution of higher education and who seeks to apply 
for any student financial aid programs offered by the federal 
or State government, to provide the Higher Education Student 
Assistance Authority (“HESAA”) with a completed financial aid 
application. Institutions of higher education must notify the 
Executive Director of HESAA of every student who reports that 
their parent has refused to provide the information necessary 
to complete a financial aid application. The Executive 
Director must then provide written notification to the 
identified parents that failure to submit a completed 
financial aid application on behalf of a dependent child will 
result in the assessment of a civil penalty of up to $500. 

 
I commend the bill’s sponsors for their efforts to assist 

New Jersey’s students in receiving the financial assistance 
they need to pursue higher education. According to HESAA, 
last year approximately 4,000 dependent students in New 
Jersey submitted Free Applications for Federal Student Aid 
without including the requisite financial information from 
their parents. Although this represents a relatively small 
percentage of the number of students who enroll at our 
colleges and universities, it is still an unacceptably high 
number. By authorizing HESAA to assess a financial penalty 
against parents who refuse to provide the information needed 
to assess their student’s eligibility for student aid, this 
bill should increase parent cooperation, thereby ensuring 
that more students’ financial aid applications are approved. 

 
At the same time, however, the civil penalty must be 

assessed sparingly, and, as the bill directs, only in those 
cases where a parent is willfully noncompliant. Penalties 
should not be levied against parents who unknowingly withheld 
information, or who inadvertently missed a deadline. In order 
to protect against these and other unintended outcomes, I am 
directing HESAA, prior to assessing a penalty, to first 
provide written warning to parents notifying them of their 
failure to provide the necessary information and providing 
them with an opportunity to come into compliance. I am further 



2 
 

directing HESAA to assist these parents and students, 
whenever necessary, with completing the financial aid 
application. 
 
Date: September 14, 2020     
 

/s/ Philip D. Murphy 
 
Governor 
 
 

Attest:  
 
/s/ Matthew J. Platkin 
 
Chief Counsel to the Governor 
 
 


