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P.L. 2002, CHAPTER 115, approved December 11, 2002
Assembly, No. 2678

AN ACT concerning bingo and raffles and supplementing P.L.1954, c.61
(C.5:8-24 et seq.) and P.L.1954, c.5 (C.5:8-50 et seq.).2

3
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State4

of New Jersey:5
6

1.  (New section)  a.  A bona fide organization or association of7
veterans of any war in which the United States has been engaged,8
church or religious congregation or religious organization, charitable,9
educational or fraternal organization, civic or service club, officially10
recognized volunteer fire company, or officially recognized volunteer11
first aid or rescue squad licensed to hold and operate the specific kind12
of game of chance commonly known as bingo or lotto may use the net13
proceeds of such game for capital improvements to a facility owned by14
the licensee only if:15

(1)  the facility is devoted full-time to educational, charitable,16
patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses; or17

(2)  a portion of the facility is devoted full-time to educational,18
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in which case the19
net proceeds may be used for capital improvements to that portion of20
the facility so devoted; or21

(3)  all or a portion of the facility is devoted part-time to22
educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in23
which case a percentage of the net proceeds may be used for capital24
improvements to the facility or to that portion of a facility so devoted.25
The percentage shall be equal to the percentage that represents the26
number of days of the preceding calendar year during which the facility27
or portion thereof was devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic,28
religious or public-spirited use. 29

b.  In determining the amount of net proceeds a licensee may use30
for capital improvements pursuant to subsection a. of this section, a31
reasonable amount of facility space used full-time for administrative or32
operational activities of the licensee, as determined by the  commission33
by regulation, shall be considered devoted to an educational,34
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use provided the space35
is located in a facility at least half of which was devoted for at least36
70 days in the previous calendar year to an educational, charitable,37
patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.38

c.  The commission shall by regulation determine how many hours39
of educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use in40
a day in a facility or portion thereof is sufficient to claim that for that41
day a facility or portion thereof was devoted to an educational,42
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.43
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2.  (New section)  a.  A bona fide organization or association of1
veterans of any war in which the United States has been engaged,2
church or religious congregation or religious organization, charitable,3
educational or fraternal organization, civic or service club, officially4
recognized volunteer fire company, or officially recognized volunteer5
first aid or rescue squad licensed to hold and operate the specific kind6
of game of chance commonly known as raffle or raffles may use the7
net proceeds of such game for capital improvements to a facility8
owned by the licensee only if:9

(1)  the facility is devoted full-time to educational, charitable,10
patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses; or11

(2)  a portion of the facility is devoted full-time to educational,12
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in which case the13
net proceeds may be used for capital improvements to that portion of14
the facility so devoted; or15

(3)  all or a portion of the facility is devoted part-time to16
educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in17
which case a percentage of the net proceeds may be used for capital18
improvements to the facility or to that portion of a facility so devoted.19
The percentage shall be equal to the percentage that represents the20
number of days of the preceding calendar year during which the facility21
or portion thereof was devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic,22
religious or public-spirited use.23

b.  In determining the amount of net proceeds a licensee may use24
for capital improvements pursuant to subsection a. of this section, a25
reasonable amount of facility space used full-time for administrative or26
operational activities of the licensee, as determined by the  commission27
by regulation, shall be considered devoted to an educational,28
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use provided the space29
is located in a facility at least half of which was devoted for at least30
70 days in the previous calendar year to an educational, charitable,31
patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.32

c.  The commission shall by regulation determine how many hours33
of educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use in34
a day in a facility or portion thereof is sufficient to claim that for that35
day a facility or portion thereof was devoted to an educational,36
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.37

38
3.  This act shall take effect immediately.39

40
41

STATEMENT42
43

This bill allows a group licensed to conduct bingo or raffles to use44
the net proceeds from the games for capital improvements to a facility45
owned by such group.  The amount of the net proceeds a licensed46
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group may use for capital improvements to its facility, or a portion1
thereof, will depend on the extent to which such facility or portion2
thereof, is devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or3
public-spirited use.4

Under current law, the governing body of a municipality that has5
adopted the Bingo Licensing Law (N.J.S.A.5:8-24 et seq.) or the6
Raffles Licensing Law (N.J.S.A.5:8-50 et seq.) is authorized to license7
bona fide veterans organizations, churches or religious congregations8
and religious organizations, charitable, educational and fraternal9
organizations, civic and service clubs, senior citizen associations and10
clubs, officially recognized volunteer fire companies and officially11
recognized volunteer first aid or rescue squads to conduct bingo or12
raffles.  All groups, other than senior citizen associations and clubs,13
must devote the entire net proceeds of these games to educational,14
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses.15

The purpose of this bill is to clarify that when the facility, or a16
portion thereof, of a group licensed to conduct bingo or raffles is used17
all or part of the time for an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious18
or public-spirited use, capital improvements to such a facility, or a19
portion thereof, is an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or20
public-spirited use, as the case may be, and eligible for funding from21
the net proceeds of the legalized games.22

23
24

                             25
26

Allows groups authorized to conduct bingo or raffles to use proceeds27
for capital improvements in certain instances.28



ASSEMBLY, No. 2678

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
210th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER 12, 2002

Sponsored by: 
Assemblyman PATRICK DIEGNAN, JR.

District 18 (Middlesex)
Assemblyman JACK CONNERS

District 7 (Burlington and Camden)
Assemblyman PETER J. BARNES, JR.

District 18 (Middlesex)

Co-Sponsored by:
Assemblymen Stanley, Gusciora, Assemblywoman Friscia, Assemblymen
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Wisniewski, Assemblywoman Perez-Cinciarelli, Assemblymen Ahearn,

Chivukula, Fisher, Egan, Cottrell, Malone, Assemblywoman Cruz-Perez,
Assemblymen Van Drew, Connors, Moran, Geist, Asselta, Conaway,

D'Amato, Assemblywoman Previte, Assemblyman Corodemus, Senators
Bucco, Martin, Sweeney, Singer, Connors, Vitale, Matheussen, Coniglio,

Allen, Palaia and Inverso

SYNOPSIS
Allows groups authorized to conduct bingo or raffles to use proceeds for

capital improvements in certain instances.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 11/1/2002)
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AN ACT concerning bingo and raffles and supplementing P.L.1954, c.61
(C.5:8-24 et seq.) and P.L.1954, c.5 (C.5:8-50 et seq.).2

3

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State4
of New Jersey:5

6
1.  (New section)  a.  A bona fide organization or association of7

veterans of any war in which the United States has been engaged,8
church or religious congregation or religious organization, charitable,9
educational or fraternal organization, civic or service club, officially10
recognized volunteer fire company, or officially recognized volunteer11
first aid or rescue squad licensed to hold and operate the specific kind12
of game of chance commonly known as bingo or lotto may use the net13
proceeds of such game for capital improvements to a facility owned by14
the licensee only if:15

(1)  the facility is devoted full-time to educational, charitable,16
patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses; or17

(2)  a portion of the facility is devoted full-time to educational,18
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in which case the19
net proceeds may be used for capital improvements to that portion of20
the facility so devoted; or21

(3)  all or a portion of the facility is devoted part-time to22
educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in23
which case a percentage of the net proceeds may be used for capital24
improvements to the facility or to that portion of a facility so devoted.25
The percentage shall be equal to the percentage that represents the26
number of days of the preceding calendar year during which the facility27
or portion thereof was devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic,28
religious or public-spirited use. 29

b.  In determining the amount of net proceeds a licensee may use30
for capital improvements pursuant to subsection a. of this section, a31
reasonable amount of facility space used full-time for administrative or32
operational activities of the licensee, as determined by the  commission33
by regulation, shall be considered devoted to an educational,34
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use provided the space35
is located in a facility at least half of which was devoted for at least36
70 days in the previous calendar year to an educational, charitable,37
patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.38

c.  The commission shall by regulation determine how many hours39
of educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use in40
a day in a facility or portion thereof is sufficient to claim that for that41
day a facility or portion thereof was devoted to an educational,42
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.43

44
2.  (New section)  a.  A bona fide organization or association of45

veterans of any war in which the United States has been engaged,46



A2678 DIEGNAN, CONNERS
3

church or religious congregation or religious organization, charitable,1
educational or fraternal organization, civic or service club, officially2
recognized volunteer fire company, or officially recognized volunteer3
first aid or rescue squad licensed to hold and operate the specific kind4
of game of chance commonly known as raffle or raffles may use the5
net proceeds of such game for capital improvements to a facility6
owned by the licensee only if:7

(1)  the facility is devoted full-time to educational, charitable,8
patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses; or9

(2)  a portion of the facility is devoted full-time to educational,10
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in which case the11
net proceeds may be used for capital improvements to that portion of12
the facility so devoted; or13

(3)  all or a portion of the facility is devoted part-time to14
educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in15
which case a percentage of the net proceeds may be used for capital16
improvements to the facility or to that portion of a facility so devoted.17
The percentage shall be equal to the percentage that represents the18
number of days of the preceding calendar year during which the facility19
or portion thereof was devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic,20
religious or public-spirited use.21

b.  In determining the amount of net proceeds a licensee may use22
for capital improvements pursuant to subsection a. of this section, a23
reasonable amount of facility space used full-time for administrative or24
operational activities of the licensee, as determined by the  commission25
by regulation, shall be considered devoted to an educational,26
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use provided the space27
is located in a facility at least half of which was devoted for at least28
70 days in the previous calendar year to an educational, charitable,29
patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.30

c.  The commission shall by regulation determine how many hours31
of educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use in32
a day in a facility or portion thereof is sufficient to claim that for that33
day a facility or portion thereof was devoted to an educational,34
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.35

36
3.  This act shall take effect immediately.37

38
39

STATEMENT40
41

This bill allows a group licensed to conduct bingo or raffles to use42
the net proceeds from the games for capital improvements to a facility43
owned by such group.  The amount of the net proceeds a licensed44
group may use for capital improvements to its facility, or a portion45
thereof, will depend on the extent to which such facility or portion46
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thereof, is devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or1
public-spirited use.2

Under current law, the governing body of a municipality that has3
adopted the Bingo Licensing Law (N.J.S.A.5:8-24 et seq.) or the4
Raffles Licensing Law (N.J.S.A.5:8-50 et seq.) is authorized to license5
bona fide veterans organizations, churches or religious congregations6
and religious organizations, charitable, educational and fraternal7
organizations, civic and service clubs, senior citizen associations and8
clubs, officially recognized volunteer fire companies and officially9
recognized volunteer first aid or rescue squads to conduct bingo or10
raffles.  All groups, other than senior citizen associations and clubs,11
must devote the entire net proceeds of these games to educational,12
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses.13

The purpose of this bill is to clarify that when the facility, or a14
portion thereof, of a group licensed to conduct bingo or raffles is used15
all or part of the time for an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious16
or public-spirited use, capital improvements to such a facility, or a17
portion thereof, is an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or18
public-spirited use, as the case may be, and eligible for funding from19
the net proceeds of the legalized games.20



ASSEMBLY TOURISM AND GAMING  COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 2678

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 21, 2002

The Assembly Tourism and Gaming  Committee reports favorably
Assembly, No. 2678.

This bill allows a group licensed to conduct bingo or raffles to use
the net proceeds from the games for capital improvements to a facility
owned by such group.  The amount of the net proceeds a licensed
group may use for capital improvements to its facility, or a portion
thereof, will depend on the extent to which such facility or portion
thereof, is devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or
public-spirited use.

Under current law, the governing body of a municipality that has
adopted the Bingo Licensing Law (N.J.S.A.5:8-24 et seq.) or the
Raffles Licensing Law (N.J.S.A.5:8-50 et seq.) is authorized to license
bona fide veterans organizations, churches or religious congregations

and religious organizations, charitable, educational and fraternal
organizations, civic and service clubs, senior citizen associations and

clubs, officially recognized volunteer fire companies and officially
recognized volunteer first aid or rescue squads to conduct bingo or
raffles.  All groups, other than senior citizen associations and clubs,
must devote the entire net proceeds of these games to educational,

charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses.
The purpose of this bill is to clarify that when the facility, or a

portion thereof, of a group licensed to conduct bingo or raffles is used
all or part of the time for an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious

or public-spirited use, capital improvements to such a facility, or a
portion thereof, is an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or
public-spirited use, as the case may be, and eligible for funding from
the net proceeds of the legalized games.



SENATE, No. 1263

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
210th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED MARCH 7, 2002

Sponsored by: 
Senator ANTHONY R. BUCCO

District 25 (Morris)
Senator ROBERT J. MARTIN

District 26 (Morris and Passaic)

Co-Sponsored by:
Senators Sweeney, Singer, Connors, Vitale, Matheussen, Coniglio, Allen,

Palaia and Inverso

SYNOPSIS
Allows groups authorized to conduct bingo or raffles to use proceeds for

capital improvements in certain instances.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 11/1/2002)
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AN ACT concerning bingo and raffles and supplementing P.L.1954, c.61
(C.5:8-24 et seq.) and P.L.1954, c.5 (C.5:8-50 et seq.).2

3

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State4
of New Jersey:5

6
1.  (New section) a.  A bona fide organization or association of7

veterans of any war in which the United States has been engaged,8
church or religious congregation or religious organization, charitable,9
educational or fraternal organization, civic or service club, officially10
recognized volunteer fire company, or officially recognized volunteer11
first aid or rescue squad licensed to hold and operate the specific kind12
of game of chance commonly known as bingo or lotto may use the net13
proceeds of such game for capital improvements to a facility owned by14
the licensee only if:15

(1)  the facility is devoted full-time to educational, charitable,16
patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses; or17

(2)  a portion of the facility is devoted full-time to educational,18
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in which case the19
net proceeds may be used for capital improvements to that portion of20
the facility so devoted; or21

(3)  all or a portion of the facility is devoted part-time to22
educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in23
which case a percentage of the net proceeds may be used for capital24
improvements to the facility or to that portion of a facility so devoted.25
The percentage shall be equal to the percentage that represents the26
number of days of the preceding calendar year during which the facility27
or portion thereof was devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic,28
religious or public-spirited use. 29

b.  In determining the amount of net proceeds a licensee may use30
for capital improvements pursuant to subsection a. of this section, a31
reasonable amount of facility space used full-time for administrative or32
operational activities of the licensee, as determined by the  commission33
by regulation, shall be considered devoted to an educational,34
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use provided the space35
is located in a facility at least half of which was devoted for at least36
70 days in the previous calendar year to an educational, charitable,37
patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.38

c.  The commission shall by regulation determine how many hours39
of educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use in40
a day in a facility or portion thereof is sufficient to claim that for that41
day a facility or portion thereof was devoted to an educational,42
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.43

44
2.  (New section) a.  A bona fide organization or association of45

veterans of any war in which the United States has been engaged,46
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church or religious congregation or religious organization, charitable,1
educational or fraternal organization, civic or service club, officially2
recognized volunteer fire company, or officially recognized volunteer3
first aid or rescue squad licensed to hold and operate the specific kind4
of game of chance commonly known as raffle or raffles may use the5
net proceeds of such game for capital improvements to a facility6
owned by the licensee only if:7

(1)  the facility is devoted full-time to educational, charitable,8
patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses; or9

(2)  a portion of the facility is devoted full-time to educational,10
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in which case the11
net proceeds may be used for capital improvements to that portion of12
the facility so devoted; or13

(3)  all or a portion of the facility is devoted part-time to14
educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, in15
which case a percentage of the net proceeds may be used for capital16
improvements to the facility or to that portion of a facility so devoted.17
The percentage shall be equal to the percentage that represents the18
number of days of the preceding calendar year during which the facility19
or portion thereof was devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic,20
religious or public-spirited use.21

b.  In determining the amount of net proceeds a licensee may use22
for capital improvements pursuant to subsection a. of this section, a23
reasonable amount of facility space used full-time for administrative or24
operational activities of the licensee, as determined by the  commission25
by regulation, shall be considered devoted to an educational,26
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use provided the space27
is located in a facility at least half of which was devoted for at least28
70 days in the previous calendar year to an educational, charitable,29
patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.30

c.  The commission shall by regulation determine how many hours31
of educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use in32
a day in a facility or portion thereof is sufficient to claim that for that33
day a facility or portion thereof was devoted to an educational,34
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited use.35

36
3.  This act shall take effect immediately.37

38
39

STATEMENT40
41

This bill allows a group licensed to conduct bingo or raffles to use42
the net proceeds from the games for capital improvements to a facility43
owned by such group.  The amount of the net proceeds a licensed44
group may use for capital improvements to its facility, or a portion45
thereof, will depend on the extent to which such facility or portion46



S1263 BUCCO, MARTIN
4

thereof, is devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or1
public-spirited use.2

Under current law, the governing body of a municipality that has3
adopted the Bingo Licensing Law (N.J.S.A.5:8-24 et seq.) or the4
Raffles Licensing Law (N.J.S.A.5:8-50 et seq.) is authorized to license5
bona fide veterans organizations, churches or religious congregations6
and religious organizations, charitable, educational and fraternal7
organizations, civic and service clubs, senior citizen associations and8
clubs, officially recognized volunteer fire companies and officially9
recognized volunteer first aid or rescue squads to conduct bingo or10
raffles.  All groups, other than senior citizen associations and clubs,11
must devote the entire net proceeds of these games to educational,12
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses.13

The purpose of this bill is to clarify that when the facility, or a14
portion thereof, of a group licensed to conduct bingo or raffles is used15
all or part of the time for an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious16
or public-spirited use, capital improvements to such a facility, or a17
portion thereof, is an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or18
public-spirited use, as the case may be, and eligible for funding from19
the net proceeds of the legalized games.20



SENATE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY AND VETERANS'

AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1263

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 17, 2002

The Senate Law and Public Safety and Veterans' Affairs
Committee reports favorably Senate Bill No. 1263.

This bill allows a group licensed to conduct bingo or raffles to use
the net proceeds from the games for capital improvements to a facility
owned by such group.  The amount of the net proceeds a licensed
group may use for capital improvements to its facility, or a portion
thereof, will depend on the extent to which such facility or portion
thereof, is devoted to an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or
public-spirited use.

Under current law, the governing body of a municipality that has
adopted the Bingo Licensing Law (N.J.S.A.5:8-24 et seq.) or the

Raffles Licensing Law (N.J.S.A.5:8-50 et seq.) is authorized to license
bona fide veterans organizations, churches or religious congregations

and religious organizations, charitable, educational and fraternal
organizations, civic and service clubs, senior citizen associations and
clubs, officially recognized volunteer fire companies and officially
recognized volunteer first aid or rescue squads to conduct bingo or

raffles.  All groups, other than senior citizen associations and clubs,
must devote the entire net proceeds of these games to educational,
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses.

The purpose of this bill is to clarify that when the facility, or a

portion thereof, of a group licensed to conduct bingo or raffles is used
all or part of the time for an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious
or public-spirited use, capital improvements to such a facility, or a
portion thereof, is an educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or

public-spirited use, as the case may be, and eligible for funding from
the net proceeds of the legalized games.




