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P.L. 2002, CHAPTER 110, approved December 11, 2002
Senate, No. 106 (First Reprint)

AN AcT concerning disabled students at institutions of higher
education and supplementing chapter 62 of Title 18A of the New
Jersey Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. a. Any student attending a public institution of higher education
in the State or an independent institution of higher education which
receives direct State aid or a degree-granting post secondary
institution whose students are eligible for State tuition grants and
scholarships, who is hearing impaired, visually impaired, or learning
disabled shall beeligiblefor reasonable substitution of specific courses
required for the completion of degree requirements, provided that:

(1) Documentation is provided that the student's request for
substitution of a specific course isrelated to the disability;

(2) The substitution of a specific course does not constitute a
fundamental alteration in the nature of the degree requirements and the
specific course is not required for professional certification; and

(3) The specific courses are not offered by a public or independent
institution of higher education as requirementsfor a health professions
degree.

b. The Commission on Higher Education *[shall] may" promulgate
rules and regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of this act,
pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure Act,” P.L.1968, c.410
(C.52:14B-1 et seq.) *, provided that the rules and regul ations are not
inconsistent with federal rules and regulations'.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

Provides that disabled students at institutions of higher education are
eligible for reasonabl e substitution of specific courses required for the
completion of degree requirements.

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thusis new matter.
Matter enclosed in super script numerals has been adopted asfollows:
1 Senate SED committee amendments adopted March 14, 2002.



SENATE, No. 106

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
210th LEGISLATURE

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2002 SESSION

Sponsored by:

Senator JOHN O. BENNETT

District 12 (Mercer and Monmouth)

Senator JAMES S. CAFIERO

District 1 (Cape May, Atlantic and Cumberland)

Co-Sponsored by:
Senator Allen

SYNOPSIS

Providesthat disabled studentsat institutions of higher education areeligible
for reasonabl e substitution of specific courses required for the completion of
degree requirements.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel.
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AN AcCT concerning disabled students at institutions of higher
education and supplementing chapter 62 of Title 18A of the New
Jersey Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. a. Any student attending a public institution of higher education
in the State or an independent institution of higher education which
receives direct State aid or a degree-granting post secondary
institution whose students are eligible for State tuition grants and
scholarships, who is hearing impaired, visually impaired, or learning
disabled shall be eligiblefor reasonabl e substitution of specific courses
required for the completion of degree requirements, provided that:

(1) Documentation is provided that the student's request for
substitution of a specific course isrelated to the disability;

(2) The substitution of a specific course does not constitute a
fundamental alterationin the nature of the degree requirements and the
specific course is not required for professional certification; and

(3) The specific courses are not offered by a public or independent
institution of higher education as requirementsfor a health professions
degree.

b. The Commission on Higher Education shall promulgate rules
and regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of this act,
pursuant to the "Administrative Procedure Act,” P.L.1968, c.410
(C.52:14B-1 et seq.).

2. Thisact shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill provides that any student attending a public institution of
higher education in New Jersey or an independent institution of higher
education which receives direct State aid or a degree-granting post
secondary institution whose students are eligible for State tuition
grants and scholarships, who ishearing impaired, visually impaired, or
learning disabled will be eligiblefor reasonable substitution of specific
courses required for the completion of degree requirements. In order
to be eligible for the substitution, however, three conditions must be
met. First, documentation must be provided that the student's request
for substitution of a specific course is related to the disability. In
addition, the substitution of a specific course may not constitute a
fundamental alteration inthe nature of the degree requirements and the
specific course may not be required for professional certification.
Further, the specific course may not be offered by a public or
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1 independent institution of higher education as a requirement for a
2 health professions degree.
3 A similar program isin place in the State of Florida.



ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

[First Reprint]
SENATE, No. 106

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 24, 2002

The Assembly Education Committee favorably reports Senate Bill
No. 106 (1R).

This bill provides that any student attending a public institution of
higher education in New Jersey or an independent institution of higher
education which receives direct State aid or a degree-granting post
secondary institution whose students are eligible for State tuition
grants and scholarships, who is hearing impaired, visually impaired, or
learning disabled will be eligiblefor reasonable substitution of specific
courses required for the completion of degree requirements. In order
to be eligible for the substitution, however, the following conditions
must be met: documentation must be provided that the student's
request for substitution of a specific courseisrelated to the disability;
the substitution of a specific course may not constitute a fundamental
alteration in the nature of the degree requirements and the specific
course is not required for professional certification; and the specific
courseisnot offered by a public or independent institution of higher
education as arequirement for a health professions degree.

A similar program isin place in the State of Florida

As reported by committee, this bill isidentical to Assembly Bill
No. 2942.



SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 106

with committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: MARCH 14, 2002

The Senate Education Committee reportsfavorably Senate Bill No.
106 with committee amendments.

As amended, this bill provides that any student attending a public
institution of higher education in New Jersey or an independent
institution of higher education which receives direct State aid or a
degree-granting post secondary institution whose students are eligible
for State tuition grants and scholarships, who is hearing impaired,
visually impaired, or learning disabled will be eligible for reasonable
substitution of specific courses required for the completion of degree
requirements. In order to be eligible for the substitution, however,
three conditions must be met. First, documentation must be provided
that the student's request for substitution of a specific courseisrelated
to the disability. In addition, the substitution of a specific course may
not constitute a fundamental alteration in the nature of the degree
requirements and the specific course may not be required for
professional certification. Further, the specific course may not be
offered by a public or independent institution of higher education as a
requirement for a health professions degree.

A similar program isin place in the State of Florida.

The committee amended the bill to provide that the Commission on
Higher Education is permitted, rather than required, to promulgate
rules and regulation and to specify that those rules and regul ations may
not be inconsistent with federal rules and regulations.

This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 2002-2003 session
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes
required by technical review, which has been performed.



ASSEMBLY, No. 2942

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
210th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED OCTOBER 21, 2002

Sponsored by:
Assemblywoman LINDA R. GREENSTEIN
District 14 (Mercer and Middlesex)

Co-Sponsored by:
Assemblywoman Heck, Assemblymen Chivukula, Fisher, S.Kean and
Assemblywoman Previte

SYNOPSIS

Providesthat disabled students at institutions of higher education areeligible
for reasonabl e substitution of specific courses required for the completion of
degree requirements.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.

(Sponsor ship Updated As Of: 11/19/2002)
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AN AcCT concerning disabled students at institutions of higher
education and supplementing chapter 62 of Title 18A of the New
Jersey Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. a. Any student attending a public institution of higher education
in the State or an independent institution of higher education which
receives direct State aid or a degree-granting post secondary
institution whose students are eligible for State tuition grants and
scholarships, who is hearing impaired, visually impaired, or learning
disabled shall be eligiblefor reasonabl e substitution of specific courses
required for the completion of degree requirements, provided that:

(1) Documentation is provided that the student's request for
substitution of a specific course isrelated to the disability;

(2) The substitution of a specific course does not constitute a
fundamental alterationin the nature of the degree requirements and the
specific course is not required for professional certification; and

(3) The specific courses are not offered by a public or independent
institution of higher education as requirementsfor a health professions
degree.

b. The Commission on Higher Education may promulgate rules and
regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of this act, pursuant
to the "Administrative Procedure Act,"” P.L.1968, c¢.410 (C.52:14B-1
et seq.), provided that the rules and regulations are not inconsistent
with federal rules and regulations.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill provides that any student attending a public institution of
higher education in New Jersey or an independent institution of higher
education which receives direct State aid or a degree-granting post
secondary institution whose students are eligible for State tuition
grants and scholarships, who ishearing impaired, visually impaired, or
learning disabled will be eligiblefor reasonable substitution of specific
courses required for the completion of degree requirements. In order
to be eligible for the substitution, however, three conditions must be
met. First, documentation must be provided that the student's request
for substitution of a specific course is related to the disability. In
addition, the substitution of a specific course may not constitute a
fundamental alteration in the nature of the degree requirements and the
specific course may not be required for professional certification.
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Further, the specific course may not be offered by a public or
independent institution of higher education as a requirement for a
health professions degree.

A similar program isin place in the State of Florida.



ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 2942

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 24, 2002

The Assembly Education Committee favorably reports Assembly
Bill No. 2942.

Thisbill provides that any student attending a public institution of
higher education in New Jersey or an independent institution of higher
education which receives direct State aid or a degree-granting post
secondary institution whose students are eligible for State tuition
grants and scholarships, who ishearing impaired, visually impaired, or
learning disabled will be eligiblefor reasonable substitution of specific
courses required for the completion of degree requirements. In order
to be eligible for the substitution, however, the following conditions
must be met: documentation must be provided that the student's
request for substitution of a specific courseisrelated to the disability;
the substitution of a specific course may not constitute a fundamental
alteration in the nature of the degree requirements and the specific
course is not required for professional certification; and the specific
course is not offered by a public or independent institution of higher
education as arequirement for a health professions degree.

A similar program isin place in the State of Florida

As reported by committee, this bill isidentical to Senate Bill No.
106 (1R).





