39:4-56.5

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY CHECK
Compiled by the NJ State Law Library

LAWS OF: 1999 CHAPTER: 411
NJSA: 39:4-56.5 (Vehicle abandonment)
BILL NO: S2145 (Substituted for A2112)

SPONSOR(S): Ciesla
DATE INTRODUCED: October 18, 1999
COMMITTEE: ASSEMBLY: -
SENATE: Transportation
AMENDED DURING PASSAGE: No
DATE OF PASSAGE: ASSEMBLY: January 10, 2000
SENATE: December 13, 1999
DATE OF APPROVAL: January 18, 2000
FOLLOWING ARE ATTACHED IF AVAILABLE:

FINAL TEXT OF BILL: Original (Corrected Copy)
(Amendments during passage denoted by superscript numbers)

S2145
SPONSORS STATEMENT: (Begins on page 3 of original bill) Yes
COMMITTEE STATEMENT: ASSEMBLY: No
SENATE: Yes
FLOOR AMENDMENT STATEMENTS: No
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ESTIMATE: No
A2112
SPONSORS STATEMENT: (Begins on page 3 of original bill) Yes
COMMITTEE STATEMENT: ASSEMBLY: Yes
SENATE: No
FLOOR AMENDMENT STATEMENTS: No
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ESTIMATE: No
VETO MESSAGE: No
GOVERNOR’S PRESS RELEASE ON SIGNING: No

FOLLOWING WERE PRINTED:



To check for circulating copies, contact New Jersey State Government
Publications at the State Library (609) 278-2640 ext. 103 or
refdesk@nijstatelib.org

REPORTS:

HEARINGS:

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES:

No

No

No



© 0O ~NO Ol & WN P

A DA D W W W WWWWWWWNDNDDNDNDNDNMNDNDNMNMNNRPEPEPEPRPEPEPEPRPREPER
N, O OO0 ~NO U A WNPEFPOOOOWNOUEPRA, WDNPEPEOOOLONOOGPMWDNDLPREDRO

P.L. 1999, CHAPTER 41K5pproved January 18, 2000
Senate, No. 2148Corrected Copy)

AN AcT concerning abandoned vehicles and amending P.L.1967,
c.305.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 1 of P.L.1967, c.305 (C.39:4-56.5) is amended to read
as follows:

1. a. It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor
vehicle on or along any highway, other than a limited access highway,
or other public property or on any private property without the
consent of the owner or other person in charge of the private property.
A vehicle which has remained on or along any highway or other public
property or on private property without such consent for a period of
more than 48 hours or for any period without current license plates
shall be presumed to be an abandoned motor vehicle. Vehicles used
or to be used in the construction, operation or maintenance of public
utility facilities and which are left in a manner which does not interfere
with the normal movement of traffic shall not be considered abandoned
vehicles for the purposes of this section.

b. It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor vehicle
on or along any limited access highway without the consent of the
State Department of Transportation or other entity having jurisdiction
over the limited access highway, as the case may be. A vehicle which
remains on or along such a highway for a period of more than four
hours or for any period without current license plates shall be
presumed to be an abandoned motor vehicle. Legally parked
vehicles, such as vehicles parked in a designated rest area for not more
than 12 hours, or vehicles used or to be used in the construction,
operation or maintenance of public utility facilities and which are left
in a manner which does not interfere with the normal movement of
traffic shall not be considered abandoned vehicles for the purposes of
this section.

c. Any person who violates this section shall be subject for the first
offense to a fine of not less thd$100.0q $100 nor more than
[$500.0Q $500 and his license or driving privilege may be suspended
or revoked by the director for not more thgzl two years. For any
subsequent violation he shall be subject to a fine of not less than
[$500.0Q $500no0r more tharif$1,000.0q $1.000 and his license or
driving privilege be suspended or revoked for a period of not more
than 5 years.

(cf: P.L.1971, ¢.330, s.1)

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets[thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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S2145

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill would make it unlawful for a person to abandon a motor
vehicle on or along any limited access highway without the consent of
the State Department of Transportation or other entity having
jurisdiction over the limited access highway. A vehicle which
remained along any such highway for more than four hours or for any
period without current license plates would be presumed to be an
abandoned vehicle. Certain legally parked vehicles are excluded from
the provisions of this bill, including vehicles parked in designated rest
areas for not more than 12 hours and vehicles used in the construction,
operation or maintenance of public utility facilities.

A person who abandons a motor vehicle on or along a limited
access interstate highway would be subject to a fine of not less than
$100 or more than $500 and the loss of driving privileges for up to
two years. A subsequent violation would be subject to a fine of not
less than $500 or more than $1,000 and a suspension of driving
privileges for up to five years. The same penalties are currently
imposed for abandonment of a motor vehicle on or along a highway or
other public property without consent of the owner for 48 hours or for
any period without current license plates.

Makes vehicle abandonment on limited access highways unlawful.



SENATE, No. 2145

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
208th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED OCTOBER 18, 1999

Sponsor ed by:
Senator ANDREW R. CIESLA
District 10 (Monmouth and Ocean)

SYNOPSIS
Makes vehicle abandonment on limited access highways unlawful.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
Asintroduced.
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S2145 CIESLA
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AN AcCT concerning abandoned vehicles and amending P.L.1967,
¢.305.

BE I T ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 1 of P.L.1967, ¢.305 (C.39:4-56.5) is amended to read
as follows:

1. a It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor
vehicle on or along any highway, other than alimited access highway,
or other public property or on any private property without the
consent of the owner or other person in charge of the private property.
A vehicle which has remained on or along any highway or other public
property or on private property without such consent for a period of
more than 48 hours or for any period without current license plates
shall be presumed to be an abandoned motor vehicle. Vehicles used
or to be used in the construction, operation or maintenance of public
utility facilities and which areleft in amanner which does not interfere
with the normal movement of traffic shall not be considered abandoned
vehicles for the purposes of this section.

b. It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor vehicle
on or along any limited access highway without the consent of the
State Department of Transportation or other entity having jurisdiction
over the limited access highway, as the case may be. A vehicle which
remains on or along such a highway for a period of more than four
hours or for any period without current license plates shall be
presumed to be an abandoned motor vehicle. Legally parked
vehicles, such asvehicles parked in adesignated rest areafor not more
than 12 hours, or vehicles used or to be used in the construction,
operation or maintenance of public utility facilities and which are |eft
in a manner which does not interfere with the normal movement of
traffic shall not be considered abandoned vehicles for the purposes of
this section.

¢. Any person who violates this section shall be subject for the first
offense to a fine of not less than [$100.00] $100 nor more than
[$500.00] $500 and hislicense or driving privilege may be suspended
or revoked by the director for not more than two years. For any
subsequent violation he shall be subject to a fine of not less than
[$500.00] $500 nor more than [$1,000.00] $1.000, and his license or
driving privilege be suspended or revoked for a period of not more
than 5 years.

(cf: P.L.1971, ¢.330, s.1)

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thusis new matter.
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S2145 CIESLA
3

2. Thisact shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill would make it unlawful for a person to abandon a motor
vehicle on or along any limited access highway without the consent of
the State Department of Transportation or other entity having
jurisdiction over the limited access highway. A vehicle which
remained along any such highway for more than four hours or for any
period without current license plates would be presumed to be an
abandoned vehicle. Certain legally parked vehicles are excluded from
the provisions of this bill, including vehicles parked in designated rest
areas for not more than 12 hours and vehicles used in the construction,
operation or maintenance of public utility facilities.

A person who abandons a motor vehicle on or along a limited
access interstate highway would be subject to a fine of not less than
$100 or more than $500 and the loss of driving privileges for up to
two years. A subsequent violation would be subject to a fine of not
less than $500 or more than $1,000 and a suspension of driving
privileges for up to five years. The same penalties are currently
imposed for abandonment of a motor vehicle on or along a highway or
other public property without consent of the owner for 48 hours or for
any period without current license plates.



SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 2145

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: DECEMBER 6, 1999

The Senate Transportation Committee reports favorably Senate
Bill No. 2145.

This bill would make it unlawful for a person to abandon a motor
vehicle on or along any limited access highway without the consent of
the State Department of Transportation or other entity having
jurisdiction over the limited access highway. A vehiclewhich remains
along any such highway for more than four hours or for any period
without current license plates would be presumed to be an abandoned
vehicle. Certain legally parked vehicles are excluded from the
provisions of this bill, including vehicles parked in designated rest
areas for not more than 12 hours and vehicles used in the construction,
operation or maintenance of public utility facilities.

A person who abandons a motor vehicle on or along a limited
access interstate highway would be subject to a fine of not less than
$100 or more than $500 and the loss of driving privileges for up to
two years. A subsequent violation would be subject to a fine of not
less than $500 or more than $1,000 and a suspension of driving
privileges for up to five years. The same penalties are currently
imposed for abandonment of a motor vehicle on or along a highway or
other public property without consent of the owner for 48 hours or for
any period without current license plates.



ASSEMBLY, No. 2112

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
208th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED JUNE 1, 1998

Sponsored by:

Assemblyman ALEX DECROCE
District 26 (Essex, Morris and Passaic)
Assemblyman RICHARD A. MERKT
District 25 (Morris)

SYNOPSIS
Makes vehicle abandonment on limitadcess highways unlawful.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.
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A2112DECROCE, MERKT
2

AN AcCT concerning abandoned vehicles and amending P.L.1967,
c.305.

BEIT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 1 of P.1967, ¢.305 (C.39:4-56.5) is amended to read
as follows:

1. a. It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor
vehicle on or along any highway, other than a limaedess highway,
or other public property or on any private property without the
consent of the owner or other person in charge of the private property.
A vehicle which has remained on or along any highway or other public
property or on private property without such consent for a period of
more than 48 hours or for any period without current license plates
shall be presumed to be an abandoned motor vehicle. Vehicles used
or to be used in the construction, operation or maintenance of public
utility facilities and which are left in a manner which does not interfere
with the normal movement of traffic shall not be considered abandoned
vehicles for the purposes of this section.

b. It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor vehicle
on or along any limitediccess highway without the consent of the
State Department of Transportation. A vehicle which remains on or
along such a highway for a period of more than four hours or for any
period without current license plates shall be presumed to be an
abandoned motor vehicle. Legally parked vehicles used or to be used
in the construction, operation or maintenance of publityfacilities
and which are left in a manner which does not interfere with the
normal movement of traffic shall not be considered abandoned vehicles
for the purposes of this section.

c. Any person who violates this section shall be subject for the first
offense to a fine of not less thg$100.0q $100 nor more than
[$500.0Q $500 and his license or driving privilege may be suspended
or revoked by the director for not more than tyears. For any
subsequent violation he shall be subject to a fine of not less than
[$500.0Q $500nor more thaff$1,000.0q $1,00Q and his license or
driving privilege be suspended or revoked for a period of not more
than 5 years.

(cf: P.L.1971, c.330, s.1)

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets[thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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STATEMENT

This bill would make it unlawful for a person to abandon a motor
vehicle on or along any limitegiccess highway without the consent of
the State Department of Transportation. A vehicle which remained
along any such highway for more than four hours or for any period
without current license plates would be presumed to be an abandoned
vehicle. Certain legally parked vehicles are excluded from the
provisions of this bill.

A person who abandons a motor vehicle on or along a limited
access interstate highway would be subject to a fine of not less than
$100 or more thaB500 and the loss of driving privileges for up to
two years. A subsequent violation would be subject to a fine of not
less than $500 or more than $1,000 and a suspension of driving
privileges for up to five years. The same penalties are currently
imposed for abandonment of a motor vehicle on or along a highway or
other public property without consent of the owner for 48 hours or for
any period without current license plates.



ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 2112

with committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 5, 1998

The Assembly Transportation Committee reports favorably
Assembly Bill N0.2112 with canmittee amendments.

This amended bill would make it unlawful for a person to abandon
a motor vehicle on or along any limitegcess highway without the
consent of the State Department of Transportation or other entity
having jurisdiction over the limitedccess highway. A vehicle which
remained along any such highway for more than four hours or for any
period without current license plates would be presumed to be an
abandoned vehicle. Certain legally parked vehicles are excluded from
the provisions of thisilh including vehicles parked in designated rest
areas for not more than 12 hours and vehicles used in the construction,
operation or maintenance of public utility facilities.

A person who abandons a motor vehicle on or along a limited
access interstate highway would be subject to a fine of not less than
$100 or more thaB500 and the loss of driving privileges for up to
two years. A subsequent violation would be subject to a fine of not
less than $500 or more than $1,000 and a suspension of driving
privileges for up to five years. The same penalties are currently
imposed for abandonment of a motor vehicle on or along a highway or
other public property without consent of the owner for 48 hours or for
any period without current license plates.

The committee amended the bill to include reference to other
entities which may have jurisdiction over a limitadcess highway.

The committee amendments also note that vehicles parked in
designated rest areas for not more than 12 hours would be considered
legally parked.





