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EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets >thus@ in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.

P.L. 1999, CHAPTER 411, approved January 18, 2000

Senate, No. 2145 (Corrected Copy)

AN ACT concerning abandoned vehicles and amending P.L.1967,1

c.305.2

3

BE IT ENACTED  by the Senate and General Assembly of the State4

of New Jersey:5

6

1.  Section 1 of P.L.1967, c.305 (C.39:4-56.5) is amended to read7

as follows:8

1.  a.  It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor9

vehicle on or along any highway, other than a limited access highway,10

or other public property or on any private property without the11

consent of the owner or other person in charge of the private property.12

A vehicle which has remained on or along any highway or other public13

property or on private property without such consent for a period of14

more than 48 hours or for any period without current license plates15

shall be presumed to be an abandoned motor vehicle.  Vehicles used16

or to be used in the construction, operation or maintenance of public17

utility facilities and which are left in a manner which does not interfere18

with the normal movement of traffic shall not be considered abandoned19

vehicles for the purposes of this section.20

b.  It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor vehicle21

on or along any limited access highway without the consent of the22

State Department of Transportation or other entity having jurisdiction23

over the limited access highway, as the case may be.  A vehicle which24

remains on or along such a highway for a period of more than four25

hours or for any period without current license plates shall be26

presumed to be an abandoned motor vehicle.  Legally parked27

vehicles, such as vehicles parked in a designated rest area for not more28

than 12 hours, or vehicles used or to be used in the construction,29

operation or maintenance of public utility facilities and which are left30

in a manner which does not interfere with the normal movement of31

traffic shall not be considered abandoned vehicles for the purposes of32

this section.33

c.  Any person who violates this section shall be subject for the first34

offense  to a fine of not less than >$100.00@ $100 nor more than35

>$500.00@ $500  and his license or driving privilege may be suspended36

or revoked by the director for not more than >2@ two years.  For any37

subsequent violation he shall be subject to a fine of not less than38

>$500.00@ $500 nor more than >$1,000.00@ $1,000, and his license or39

driving privilege be suspended or revoked for a period of not more40

than 5 years.41

(cf:  P.L.1971, c.330, s.1)42



S2145
2

2.  This act shall take effect immediately.1

2

3

STATEMENT4

5

This bill would make it unlawful for a person to abandon a motor6

vehicle on or along any limited access highway without the consent of7

the State Department of Transportation or other entity having8

jurisdiction over the limited access highway.  A vehicle which9

remained along any such highway for more than four hours or for any10

period without current license plates would be presumed to be an11

abandoned vehicle.  Certain legally parked vehicles are excluded from12

the provisions of this bill, including vehicles parked in designated rest13

areas for not more than 12 hours and vehicles used in the construction,14

operation or maintenance of public utility facilities.15

A person who abandons a motor vehicle on or along a limited16

access interstate highway would be subject to a fine of not less than17

$100 or more than $500 and the loss of driving privileges for up to18

two years.  A subsequent violation would be subject to a fine of not19

less than $500 or more than $1,000 and a suspension of driving20

privileges for up to five years.  The same penalties are currently21

imposed for abandonment of a motor vehicle on or along a highway or22

other public property without consent of the owner for 48 hours or for23

any period without current license plates.24

25

26

                             27

28

Makes vehicle abandonment on limited access highways unlawful.29



SENATE, No. 2145

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
208th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED OCTOBER 18, 1999

Sponsored by: 
Senator ANDREW R. CIESLA
District 10 (Monmouth and Ocean)

SYNOPSIS
Makes vehicle abandonment on limited access highways unlawful.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.



S2145 CIESLA
2

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets >thus@ in the above bill is not
enacted and intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.

AN ACT concerning abandoned vehicles and amending P.L.1967,1

c.305.2

3

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State4

of New Jersey:5

6

1.  Section 1 of P.L.1967, c.305 (C.39:4-56.5) is amended to read7

as follows:8

1.  a.  It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor9

vehicle on or along any highway, other than a limited access highway,10

or other public property or on any private property without the11

consent of the owner or other person in charge of the private property.12

A vehicle which has remained on or along any highway or other public13

property or on private property without such consent for a period of14

more than 48 hours or for any period without current license plates15

shall be presumed to be an abandoned motor vehicle.  Vehicles used16

or to be used in the construction, operation or maintenance of public17

utility facilities and which are left in a manner which does not interfere18

with the normal movement of traffic shall not be considered abandoned19

vehicles for the purposes of this section.20

b.  It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor vehicle21

on or along any limited access highway without the consent of the22

State Department of Transportation or other entity having jurisdiction23

over the limited access highway, as the case may be.  A vehicle which24

remains on or along such a highway for a period of more than four25

hours or for any period without current license plates shall be26

presumed to be an abandoned motor vehicle.  Legally parked27

vehicles, such as vehicles parked in a designated rest area for not more28

than 12 hours, or vehicles used or to be used in the construction,29

operation or maintenance of public utility facilities and which are left30

in a manner which does not interfere with the normal movement of31

traffic shall not be considered abandoned vehicles for the purposes of32

this section.33

c.  Any person who violates this section shall be subject for the first34

offense  to a fine of not less than �$100.00� $100 nor more than35

�$500.00� $500  and his license or driving privilege may be suspended36

or revoked by the director for not more than two years.  For any37

subsequent violation he shall be subject to a fine of not less than38

�$500.00� $500 nor more than �$1,000.00� $1,000, and his license or39

driving privilege be suspended or revoked for a period of not more40

than 5 years.41

(cf:  P.L.1971, c.330, s.1)42



S2145 CIESLA
3

2.  This act shall take effect immediately.1

2

3

STATEMENT4

5

This bill would make it unlawful for a person to abandon a motor6

vehicle on or along any limited access highway without the consent of7

the State Department of Transportation or other entity having8

jurisdiction over the limited access highway.  A vehicle which9

remained along any such highway for more than four hours or for any10

period without current license plates would be presumed to be an11

abandoned vehicle.  Certain legally parked vehicles are excluded from12

the provisions of this bill, including vehicles parked in designated rest13

areas for not more than 12 hours and vehicles used in the construction,14

operation or maintenance of public utility facilities.15

A person who abandons a motor vehicle on or along a limited16

access interstate highway would be subject to a fine of not less than17

$100 or more than $500 and the loss of driving privileges for up to18

two years.  A subsequent violation would be subject to a fine of not19

less than $500 or more than $1,000 and a suspension of driving20

privileges for up to five years.  The same penalties are currently21

imposed for abandonment of a motor vehicle on or along a highway or22

other public property without consent of the owner for 48 hours or for23

any period without current license plates.24



SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 2145

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DATED: DECEMBER 6, 1999

The Senate Transportation Committee reports favorably Senate

Bill No. 2145.

This bill would make it unlawful for a person to abandon a motor

vehicle on or along any limited access highway without the consent of

the State Department of Transportation or other entity having

jurisdiction over the limited access highway.  A vehicle which remains

along any such highway for more than four hours or for any period

without current license plates would be presumed to be an abandoned

vehicle.  Certain legally parked vehicles are excluded from the

provisions of this bill, including vehicles parked in designated rest

areas for not more than 12 hours and vehicles used in the construction,

operation or maintenance of public utility facilities.

A person who abandons a motor vehicle on or along a limited

access interstate highway would be subject to a fine of not less than

$100 or more than $500 and the loss of driving privileges for up to

two years.  A subsequent violation would be subject to a fine of not

less than $500 or more than $1,000 and a suspension of driving

privileges for up to five years.  The same penalties are currently

imposed for abandonment of a motor vehicle on or along a highway or

other public property without consent of the owner for 48 hours or for

any period without current license plates.



ASSEMBLY, No. 2112

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
208th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED JUNE 1, 1998

Sponsored by: 
Assemblyman ALEX DECROCE
District 26 (Essex, Morris and Passaic)
Assemblyman RICHARD A. MERKT
District 25 (Morris)

SYNOPSIS
Makes vehicle abandonment on limited access highways unlawful.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.



A2112 DECROCE, MERKT
2

EXPLANATION - Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not
enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.

AN ACT concerning abandoned vehicles and amending P.L.1967,1

c.305.2

3

BE IT ENACTED  by the Senate and General Assembly of the State4

of New Jersey:5

6

1.  Section 1 of P.L.1967, c.305 (C.39:4-56.5) is amended to read7

as follows:8

1.  a.  It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor9

vehicle on or along any highway, other than a limited access highway,10

or other public property or on any private property without the11

consent of the owner or other person in charge of the private property.12

A vehicle which has remained on or along any highway or other public13

property or on private property without such consent for a period of14

more than 48 hours or for any period without current license plates15

shall be presumed to be an abandoned motor vehicle.  Vehicles used16

or to be used in the construction, operation or maintenance of public17

utility facilities and which are left in a manner which does not interfere18

with the normal movement of traffic shall not be considered abandoned19

vehicles for the purposes of this section.20

b.  It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon a motor vehicle21

on or along any limited access highway without the consent of the22

State Department of Transportation.  A vehicle which remains on or23

along such a highway for a period of more than four hours or for any24

period without current license plates shall be presumed to be an25

abandoned motor vehicle.  Legally parked vehicles used or to be used26

in the construction, operation or maintenance of public utility facilities27

and which are left in a manner which does not interfere with the28

normal movement of traffic shall not be considered abandoned vehicles29

for the purposes of this section.30

c.  Any person who violates this section shall be subject for the first31

offense  to a fine of not less than [$100.00] $100 nor more than32

[$500.00] $500  and his license or driving privilege may be suspended33

or revoked by the director for not more than two years.  For any34

subsequent violation he shall be subject to a fine of not  less than35

[$500.00] $500 nor more than [$1,000.00] $1,000, and his license or36

driving privilege  be suspended or revoked for a period of not more37

than 5 years.38

(cf:  P.L.1971, c.330, s.1)39

40

2.  This act shall take effect immediately.41



A2112 DECROCE, MERKT
3

STATEMENT1

2

This bill would make it unlawful for a person to abandon a motor3

vehicle on or along any limited access highway without the consent of4

the State Department of Transportation.  A vehicle which remained5

along any such highway for more than four hours or for any period6

without current license plates would be presumed to be an abandoned7

vehicle.  Certain legally parked vehicles are excluded from the8

provisions of this bill.9

A person who abandons a motor vehicle on or along a limited10

access interstate highway would be subject to a fine of not less than11

$100 or more than $500 and the loss of driving privileges for up to12

two years.  A subsequent violation would be subject to a fine of not13

less than $500 or more than $1,000 and a suspension of driving14

privileges for up to five years.  The same penalties are currently15

imposed for abandonment of a motor vehicle on or along a highway or16

other public property without consent of the owner for 48 hours or for17

any period without current license plates.18



ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 2112

with committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DATED: OCTOBER 5, 1998

The Assembly Transportation Committee reports favorably

Assembly Bill No. 2112 with committee amendments.

This amended bill would make it unlawful for a person to abandon

a motor vehicle on or along any limited access highway without the

consent of the State Department of Transportation or other entity

having jurisdiction over the limited access highway.  A vehicle which

remained along any such highway for more than four hours or for any

period without current license plates would be presumed to be an

abandoned vehicle.  Certain legally parked vehicles are excluded from

the provisions of this bill, including vehicles parked in designated rest

areas for not more than 12 hours and vehicles used in the construction,

operation or maintenance of public utility facilities.

A person who abandons a motor vehicle on or along a limited

access interstate highway would be subject to a fine of not less than

$100 or more than $500 and the loss of driving privileges for up to

two years.  A subsequent violation would be subject to a fine of not

less than $500 or more than $1,000 and a suspension of driving

privileges for up to five years.  The same penalties are currently

imposed for abandonment of a motor vehicle on or along a highway or

other public property without consent of the owner for 48 hours or for

any period without current license plates.

The committee amended the bill to include reference to other

entities which may have jurisdiction over a limited access highway.

The committee amendments also note that vehicles parked in

designated rest areas for not more than 12 hours would be considered

legally parked.




