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SENATE, No. 434

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1978 SESSION

By Senator GRAVES

AN Act concerning the recovery of the costs of removal or demoli-
tion of dangerous buildings and structures by municipalities in
certain cases, and supplementing chapter 48 of Title 40 of the
Revised Statutes.

BE 1t ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Whenever any municipality, pursuant to law or pursuant to
any ordinance, code, rule or regulation adopted pursnant to law,
undertakes the removal or demolition of any building or structure
which is dangerous to human life or the public welfare or which
constitutes a fire hazard, the governing body of the municipality,
in addition to assessing the cost of such removal or demolition as
a municipal lien against the premises, may enforce the payment

of such assessment, together with interest, as a debt of the owner
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of the premises and may authorize the institution of an action at
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law for the collection thereof. The superior court, a county court,
or a county district court shall have jurisdietion of any such action.
2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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STATEMENT
This bill is intended to expedite the recovery of costs incurred
by a municipality in undertaking the removal or demolition of
buildings or structures dangerous to human life or the public wel-
fare or which constitute a fire hazard by making the repayment
of the costs of such removal or demolition not only a charge against

the premises but also a personal obligation of the owner of the

premises.
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SENATE COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 434

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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DATED: FEBRUARY 14, 1978

Senate Bill No. 434 would make costs incurred by a municipality
in the removal or demolition of a building or structure dangerous
to human life or the public welfare, or which constitute fire hazards,
a personal debt of the owners of the premises enforceable by civil suit,
in addition to being a lien against the premises. The bill would give
jurisdiction over such actions to the superior court, a county court, or
a county district court. The purpose according to the sponsor is to

expedite the recovery of such costs.




! FROM THE OFFICE CF THE GOVERNOR

| FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FOR TFURTHER INFORMATION
i _ ' .
| SEPTEMBER 11, 1978 RATHRYY TORSYTH

| \ Governor Brendan Byrne today signed the iollowing bills into law in a public

ceremory in his office. : i
‘ S-434, sponsdred by Senator Frank Graves, Jr. (D-Passaic), which requireg;ﬁha:

; the repayment cost of the removal or demolition of certain buildingg5isda‘degtiof tha
owvner of the building; rather than the municipality in which it is located.

- . Under the bill, owners of property or structures removed or ﬁéaglishéd beacause

] ¥. of danger to human 1life or public welfare or because they constitute a fire hazard

i would be required to repéy the municipality for the costs c¢f the removal.

The bill also authorizes the rmunicipality to bring & legal action to collect

the debt.

S-686, sponsored by Senators VWynona Lipman (D~Essex), Joseph P. Merlino

(D-Mercér) and Angelo Errichetti (D-Camden), which allows local governments to pay
‘: start-up advances to non-profit contractors in order to prevent undue hardship and
depletion of the capital reserves of the contractors.
| 1 The bill is an exemption to NJSA.40A:5—16.
1 The source of the funds to be advanced nust be a federal grant which allaws tr=
local governing umit to receive funds in advance of disbursemant and wﬁich requires
that any interest earned on paid funds be returned to the federal government.

Under the bill, the local goveraing body would be regquired to determine by

resolution that tﬁe advance is necessary in order to preveat undue hardship to the
contractor. The amount of the advance would be an amouot cqual to the total value

of the contract divided by the number of months in the term of the contract. The
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advance would be repaid over the course of the contract.
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