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ASSEMBLY. No. 561 

STATE OF- NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED JANUARY 30, 1978 

By Assemblyman DrFRANCESCO 

Referred to Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

AN AcT providing for the creation of solar easements and deter­

mining the requirements thereof. 

1 BE rT ENACTED by the S enate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the '' Solar Ease-

2 men ts Act.'' 

1 2. Any easement obtained for the purpose of exposure of a solar 

2 energy device shall be created in writing and shall be subject to 

3 the same conveyancing and instrument r ecording r equirements as 

4 other easements. 

1 3. Any instrument creating a solar easement shall · include, but 

2 the contents shall not be limited to: 

3 a. The vertical and horizontal angles, expressed in degrees, at 

4 which the solar easement extend over the real property subject to 

5 the solar easement. 

6 b. Any terms or conditions or both under which the solar ease-

7 ment is granted or will be terminated. 

8 c. Any provisions for compensation of the owner of the property 

9 benefiting from the solar easement in the event of interference with 

10 the enjoyment of the solar easement or compensation of the owner 

11 of the property subject to the solar easement for maintaining the 

12 solar easement. 

1 4. This act shall take effect 30 days following its enactment. 

STATEMENT 

This bill creates solar easements for the purpose of guaranteeing 

the exposure of a solar energy device to incident sunlight during 

the entire year and gives solar easement agreements legal standing. 

The bill requires that the solar easment be subject to the same 

conveyance and recording requirements as other easements. The 
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legal instrument granting the easement must specifically include: 

the vertical and horizontal angles which define the extent of the 

solar easement; any terms or conditions under which the easement 

is granted or can be terminated; and any provisions for compensat­

ing the property owner benefiting from the solar easement in the 

event of solar interference, or for compensating the owner of the 

property subject to the use limitations necessary to maintain the 

easement. 
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ASSEMBLY ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE 

ST'AT'EMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 561 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: MARCH 2, 1978 

This bill grants formal legal standing to solar easements and sets out 

minimum contents of such easement-creating instruments. One of the 

disincentives to solar use, especially in urban areas, is the fear on the 

part of the prospective solar consumer, that his structure's access to 

sunlight may subsequently be impaired and render his solar collector 

less efficient. This measure is a first step in addressing this problem. 


