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[THIRD OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 870 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MARCH 20, 1972 

By Assemblymen LITTELL, IMPERIALE, WEIDEL, FORAN, 

EVERS, BASSANO, P ARETI, SPIZZIRI, RYS, HURLEY and 

WOODSON 

Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and 

Natural Resources 

AN ACT concerning snowmobiles and providing for their registra

tion and regulating the operation thereof. 
". 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. As used in this act: 

2 a. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Environmental 

3 Protection of the Department of Environmental Protection. 

4 b. "Director" means the Director of the Division of Motor 

5 Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

6 c. "Snowmobile" means any ***[engine-dl"awn]*!>* **"motor*'~'x, 

7 vehicle, designed primarily to travel over ice or snow, of a type 

8 which uses sled type runners, skis, an endless belt tread, cleats***[, 

9 low-pressure tires]r.'** or any combination of these or other similar 

10 means of contact with the surface upon which it is operated, but 

11 does not include any farm tractor, highway or other construction 

12 equipment, or any military *H[or law enforcement]*!>'*' vehicle. 

13 ** *[d. "Dealer" means every person engaged in the business of 

14 buying, selling or exchanging snowmobiles at wholesale or retail, 

15 and who has an established place of business.]*** 

16 ***[e.]*** **'~d.*** "Special event" means an organized race, 

17 exhibition or demonstration of limited duration which is conducted 

18 according to a prearranged schedule and in which general public 

19 interest is manifested. 

20 ** *[f. "Snowmobile operator's certificate" means a certificate 

21 issued by the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles evidencing 

22 that the holder thereof has successfully completed an approved 
EXPLANATION-Malter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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[" 

23 course of instruction in snowmobile operation and safety as herein
16 

24 after provided.]""" 
17 p:

1	 2. For the purpose of carry ing ou t the provisions of this act: 
18 rE 

2 a. the director shall have the power, duty and authority to admin
1
 

3 ister and enforce all statutes, rules and regulations, except as other
2 tl 

4 wise provided by statute, relating to the operation and use of snow
3 a1

;) mobiles ~'''''[within the StateT"':' ';;":;''''on or aCj'os:; a public highway 
4 c]

5A or on p'ublic londs or waters U 
", including but not limited to the
 

1

5n following: 

2 a:
6 (1) registration, identification, numbering and classification 

3 p
7 (2) equipment 

4 f(
8 (3) standards of safety 

5 s]
9 (4) educational programs 

5A d
10 (5) promulgate rules and regulation to effectuate the purposes 

6
11 of this act. 

7 p
12 b. the Commissioner of Em'ironmental Protection shall have the 

8 a
13 power, duty and authority to administer and enforce all statutes, 

9
14 rules and regulations, except as otherwise provided by statute, 

10 f4
15 relating to "[the operation and use of]* snowmobiles "[within the 

11 c,
16 State,]" *on the public lands and waters under the jurisdiction of 

12 e,
16A the Department of Environmental Protection* ':'[including: 

13 b17 (1) use on State land and waters 
14 d18 (2) promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes 
15 s19 of this act.]* 
16 p1	 3. Except as otherwise provided, no snowmobile shall be operated 
17 c2 or permitted to be operated **-'[within the jurisdiction]""* ,",Hon 
18 s3 or across a public highwa,y or on public lands or waters*"'* of this 
19 ']

4 State unless registered by the owner thereof as provided by this act. 
20 n5 The Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department 
21 D6 of Law and Public Safety is authorized to register and assign a
 
1
7 registration number to ***[all]*'"'* snowmobiles, upon application 
1A S8 and payment of the appropriate fee in accordance with the follow

2


8A ing schedule: 
3 1:9 u*[a. for each certificate of ownership, $3.00 initially;]*u 

10 *.... [b.]*** ***a.....* for each individual resident registration,	 
4 t 

5
11 $5.00 annually; 

6 r12 ***[c.]*'"'* *""b.*"" for each individual nonresident. registration, 
7 t

13 $7.00 annually; 
8 1:

14 "*[d. for each dealer registeration, $25.00 annually;]**'" 
9 

15 "*[e.]""" "**c. ",.,. for replacement of lost, mutilated or 
10 c 

15A destroyed certifi<"late, $3.00; 
11 t

15B U'~[f.]u* u"d.*'"'* for a duplicate registration, $1.00 at the time 

150 of issuance. 
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; h,.rein

16 All such registrations shall be valid for a period of 1 year unless, 
I 17 prior to expiration of the I-year period, it is surrendered, canceled,acr: 

18 revoked or suspended pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

:saJ~:::~ 1 4. Once a registration number is assigned, it shall remain with 

2 the registered snowmobile until the snowmobile is destroyed,of !;now
3 abandoned or permanently removed from the State, or until~ighway 

4 changed or terminated by the director.:l 10 the 
1 5. Such registrations shall be issued by the director or by agents 

2 as designated by him """*u:hen a snowmobile is operated across a tion 
3 public highway or on ptlblic lands or waters**" and shall be in such 

4 form as the director shall prescribe. The registration certificate 

5 shall be subject to inspection by any law enforcement officer on 

oses 5A demand and shall be on the vehicle at all times when in operation.ur 
6 The registration numher assigned to any snowmobile shall be dis

I 7 played on each side of the vehicle in such form, location and mannertale the 
8 as prescribed by the director.

,tafutes~ 
9 Whenever ownership is transferred or the use of a snowmobile statute, 

10 for which a registration certificate has already been issued is <lis;hih the 
11 continued, the old registration shall be properly signed and ex~ti~n of 
12 ecuted by the owner, showing that the 0'1'enrship of the snowmobile 

13 has been transferred or its use discontinued: and returned to the 

14 director within 10 days of said event. If there is a change of owner,,["ses 
15 ship of a snowmobile for which a registration certificate has been 

16 previously issued, the new owner shall apply for a new registration
:eI~ted 17 certificate and set forth the original number in the application. He" *"'''on 

18 shall pay the regular fee for the particular snowmobile involved. of this 
19 The owner of any registration certificate issued under this sectionhi, act. 
20 may obtain a duplicate from the division upon application and pay

r~tent 
21 ment of the fee prescribed.

;SIP a 
1 6. (('*"a.*** No registration shall be required"*'x'[:]*** ***for a ic&tion 
1A snowmobile operated on private property. *** fojlow
2 *U[a. For a snowmobile owned and operated over the snow on 

3 land on which a person lives or on lands to which he has a con

4 tractual right on which he is domiciled; 

.... 
ration, 

5 b. For a snowmobile operated by a commercial ski area for the 

6 purpos'e of packing snow or for rescue operations thereon, unless 
ra lOn, 

e 

7 the vehicle is required to cross a public way during such operation, 

8 in which case such registration certificate shall be required;]**" 

9 ......[c.]*"* u·b.u ,* **"[For]*** ***No 1"egistration fee shall be 
or 

10 charged for*** a snowmobile owned by the Federal Government, 

11 the State, county or municipal government or subdivision thereof. 
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1 u*[7. Any person who is in the business of selling snowmobiles 

2 in the State shall register as a dealer and secure a dealer's license 

3 from the director. 

4 Such license shall permit him to demonstrate snowmobiles for the 

5 purpose of sale only and he does not need to be individually regis

6 teredo Such dealer shall display his dealer's number on each snow

7 mobile being demonstrated. Upon the sale of said snowmobile, it 

8 shall then become the responsibility of the owner to register such 

9 vehicle. 

10 The dealer's license fee shall be $25.00 and the license shall be 

11 renewable on July 1 of each year. 

12 The director may issue temporary numbers and registrations to 

13 bona fide dealers who request them subject to such rules and regu

14 lations as he may deem necessary. The director shall receive a fee 

15 of $1.00 for each temporary plate. 

16 Upon the sale or exchange by a dealer of any snowmobile which 

17 requires numbering and registration, the purchaser may secure 

18 from the dealer a temporary number and registration to operate 

19 said snowmobile for a period of 10 consecutive days immediately 

20 following the date of sale, provided that the purchase,r shall make 

21 application for a registration certificate and certificate of ownership 

22 from the director to replace the temporary number and registration 

23 certificate. The application and fee for the certificate of ownership, 

24 together with a copy of the temporary registration issued by the 

25 dealer, shall be forwarded by said dealer to the director within 48 

26 hours after the date of sale of the vehicle. The dealer shall affix the 

27 temporary number to the vehicle in a conspicuous place and shall 

28 clearly mark thereon the date issued, date of expiration and his 

29 New Jersey dealer's number. 

30 The temporary number is nontransferable and must be conspic

31 uously displayed on the vehicle. The operator of such vehicle shall 

32 have the temporary registration in his possession at all times while 

33 the vehicle is in operation. After the expiration of the 10-day 

34 period, the owner must remove and discard the temporary 

35 number.]*u 

1 ~'H'[8.]**~' U*7.*** The registration provisions of this act shall 

2 not apply to nonresident owners who have complied with the 

3 registration and licensing laws of the state*U[, province, 

4 district]*u or country of residence, provided that the snowmobile 

5 is appropriately identified in accordance with the laws of the state 

6 of residence u*and conspicuously displays the registration number 

7 issued by the state or country of residence*U. Nothing in this 

8 sec 

9 me 
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8 section shall be construed to authorize the operation of any snow

9 mobile contrary to the provisions of this act. 

1 ***[9. a.]**ll< ***8.*** The registration numbers assigned to a 

2 snowmobile shall be displayed on the vehicle at all times in such 

3 manner as the director may, by regulation, prekcribe. No number 

4 other than the number assigned to a snowmobile by the director or 

5 the identification number of the registration in another state, shall 

6 be painted, attached or otherwise displayed on either side of the 

7 cowling except that racing numbers on a snowmobile being operated 

8 in prearranged organized special events may be temporarily dis

9 played for the duration of the race. 

10 f.'**[b. Dealer registration number shall conform to the require

11 ments set forth in subparagraph (a) of this section with the excep

12 tion that the numbers assigned may be printed upon or attached to 

13 a removable plaque or plaques to be temporarily but firmly affixed 

14 to the snowmobile being demonstrated or tested. 

15 c. Numbers issued to dealers and manufacturers for the purpose 

16 of demonstrating or testing, shall be used exclusively for these 

17 purposes and no other use is permitted.]*** 

1 u*[10.]*** ***9.*** Every person operating a snowmobile 

2 registered or transferred in accordance with any of the provisions 

3 of this act shall upon demand of any peace officer, law enforcement 

4 officer, duly authorized official of the Department of Environmental 

5 Protection, police officer or motor vehicle inspector, produce for 

6 inspection the certificate of registration for such snowmobile and 

7 shall furnish to such officer any information necessary for the 

8 identification of such snowmobile and its owner. The failure to 

9 produce the certificate of registration *;~*[as provided hereinr u 

10 **"'when operating (t snowmobile on public lands and waters or 

11 when crossing a public highway*** shall be presumptive evidence 

12 in any court of competent jurisdiction of operating a snowmobile 

13 which is not registered as required by this act. 

1 u'*[l1.]*** ***10.*** It shall be the duty of every owner holding 

2 a certificate of registration to notify the division, in writing, of any 

3 change of residence of such person within u*[10]**'~ ***7.*** days 

4 after such change occurs***:'[, and to inscribe on such certificate, in 

5 the place provided, a record of such change of residence]''"''*. 

1 ***[12.]*** ***11.*** 'Whenever the ownership of a snowmobile 

2 is transferred or the use of a snowmobile for which a registration 

3 certificate has already been issued is discontinued, the old registra

4 tioncertificate shall be properly signed and executed by the owner 

5 showing that the ownership of the snowmobile has been transferred 

6 or its use discontinued and returned to the division within 10 days 
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7 after transfer or discontinuance. If there is a change of ownership 
6 

8 of a snowmobile for which a registration certificate has pre,viously 
7 

9 been issued, the new owner shall apply for a new certificate. He 
8 

10 shall set forth the original number issued in the application accom
9 

11 panied by the old reg-istration properly signed by the previous 
10 

12 owner and with tho required fee ***[of $5.00]*** submit to the 
11 

13 division, for registration. ***[1n the event that such snowmobile 
12 

14 was purchased through a bona fide dealer then said application 
13 

15 must be accompanied by a dealer's form, as prescribed by the 
14 

16 director, numbered, completed and signed by the dealer, or his agent 
15 

17 and signed by the new owner.]**'~ 
16 

1 ""u'[13.]*** **~'12.*u It shall be the duty of every owner of a 
17 

2 snowmobile registered pursuant to this act to notify the division, 
1 

~ in writing, of the destruction, theft or permanent removal of such 
2 

4 snowmobile from the State, within 10 days thereafter; and in the 
3 

5 event of the destruction or theft of such, shall surrender the 
4 

6 certificate of registration with such notice. 
1 

1 *"*[14.]*** ***13.*** No political subdivision of the State shall 
2 

2 require additional licensing or registration of snowmobiles which 

3 are covered by the provisions of this act. 
3 

4 Nothing herein shall however prohibit the requirement of a 
4 

5 permit by State or local parks for use of snowmobiles on park lands 
5 

6 "'01' in any way affect the authority of the Department of Environ
5A 

7 mental Protection, the commissioner thereof, or those responsible 
6 

8 for the operation of a park from adopting rules and regulations 
7 

9 concerning the use of snowmobiles"'. 
8 

1 ';:';:''''[15.]*** *** 14.*~'* *[With a view of achieving maximum use 
9 

:2 of snowmobiles and minimizing the detrimental effect thereof upon 
10 

3 the environment, the]* '~The* commissioner"', with a view towards 
11 

4 minimizing detr-imental effects on the environment,'*' shall adopt 
12 

4A rules and regulations relating to and including, but not limited to, 
13 

4B the following: 
14 

5 a. use of snowmobiles insofar as fish, wildlife and plantlife 
15 

6 resources are affected; 
16 

7 b. use of snowmobiles on public lands and waters unde'r the juris
17 

8 diction of the Department of Environmental Proteotion. 
18 

9 "'[c. requirements for the protection of prLvate property or in
19 

10 terests the'rein occasioned by the use of snowmobiles.]· 
20 

1 ***[16.]*** ***'15.**'" The Director of the Division of Motor 
21 

2 Vehicles shall adopt rules and regulations relating to and including, 
22 

3A but not limited to: 
23 

3 a. Specifications relating to equipment required for safety as 
24 

4 provided herein. 
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5 u*[b. Specifications relating to snowmobile mufflers and the 
lerl3hip 

6 limitations on decibels of sound emitted by snowmobiles·r"'"
viopsly 

7 u*[c.]"u ""'*b.'''u Establishment of a comprehensive snow
teo He 

S mobile information and safety education and training progrnm""":"[,
ac(]:oill

9 including provision for issuance of snowmobile safety certjficatc~
·evi.ous 

10 for operation of snowmobiles by youthful opcrators]**~'. 
to the 

11 ""'[d.llf<U ""c."""" The regulations pertaining to and the grant
mobile 

12 ing of permits for the conduct of all prearranged special events as
lcaltion 

13 provided in this act", except "~'that in the case or*'" those 
by the 

14 "';'''special events~"~''I;. conducted on public lands and waters tmder 
; agent 

15 the jurisdiction of the Department oj Environmental Protection~' 

16 H~'any regulations 1m~st be approved jointly by the director and 
'1' ~f a 

17 the commissioner**"'. 
vision, 

1 ***[17.]*** "u16.*** No person under the age of *[10]" "14* 
f such 

2 years shall operate or be permitted to operate any snowmobile 
in the 

3 ***[Uexcept as herein providedH]"~'" H* on public lands 01' 
~r the 

4 waters or across a public highway"4*'.
 

1 U"[18.]*"''' Uf;;17. a. *""" No person shall operate a snowmobile
 
shall 

2 upon u*[controlled]*** *ulimitedu ", access highways or within 
which 

2A the right-of-way limits thereof.
 

3 u"b.**~' No person shall operate a snowmobile upon the mam
 
of a 

4 traveled portion or the plowed snow banks of any public street or 
lands 

5 highway u*or within the right-oj-way limits thereor*"" except as 
viron

5A follows: 
nsible 

6 u*[a.]*" ***(lr u Properly registered snowmobiles may
'ltions 

7 cross, as directly as possible, public streets or highways, except 

8 *",,"[controlled]*** *ulimited*** access highways, provided that 
m IUse 

9 such crossing can be made in safety and that it does not interfere 
upon 

10 with the free movement of vehicular traffic approaching from either 
,(Ja"ds 

11 d'irection on such public street or highway. Prior to making any
adppt 

12 such crossing, the operator shall bring the snowmobile to a com
ed to, 

13 plete stop. It shall be the responsibility of the operator of a snow

14 mobile to yield the right of way to all vehicular traffic upon any
.ntJIife 

15 public street or highway before crossing same.
 

16 f;;**[b.T~u "**(2)*'u Whenever it is impracticable to gain im

jUiris

17 mediate access to an area adjacent to a public "**[way]«'u 

18 *""*highway"'** where a snowmobile is to be operated, such snow
)1' in

19 mobile may be operated adjacent and parallel to such public 

20 ""[way]·" ***highway';'U for the purpose of gaining access to 
1.1:0ltor 

21 the area of operation. This subsection shall apply to the operation 
.dilng, 

22 of a snowmobile from the point where it is unloaded from a motor

23 ized conveyance to the area where the snowmobile is to be operated, 
tyas 

24 .0.1' from the area where operated to a motorized conveyance when 
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25 such loading or unloading cannot be effected in the immediate 19 an; 

26 vicinity of the area of operation without causing a hazard to 20 or 

27 vehicular traffic approaching from either direction on said public 21 

28 ***[street 01']*** highway. Such loading or unloading must be 22 tin 

29 accomplished with due regard to safety, at the nearest possible 23 hal 

30 point to the area of operation. 24 

30A 'H'*[Under no circumstances, except as provided, is a snowmobile 25 mg 

30n to be operated on the main traveled portion of a street or highway, 26 wi1 

31 or that portion of a street or highway that has been plowed or on 27 

32 a snow bank immediately adjacent to the plowed portion of the 28 the 

33 street or highway, unless such operation is conducted for the sole 29 mIl 

34 purpose of crossing a public street or highway as provided above. 30 

35 c. Snowmobiles may be operated on that portion of a public way 31 ra? 

36 that is not maintained or utilized for the operation of conventional 32 

37 motor type vehicles.]**~' 33 

38 **'"18. a. No person shall operate a snowmobile on the property' 34 act 

39 of another without receiving the consent of the owner of the prop 1 

40 erty or the person who has a contractual right to the use of such 2 OpE 

41 property; 3 SUI 

42 b. No person shall continue to operate (l snowmobile on the prop 4 Co 

43 erty of another after nonsent, as provided in s'U,bsection a. above, 5 cal 

44 has been withdrau;n.*** 6 po] 

1 19. It shall be unlawful for: 7 or 

2 **~'[a. Any person to operate any snowmobile in a reckless or 8 $IC 

3 careless manner or at excessive speeds. 9 $20 

4 b. Any person to operate any snowmobile while under the ill  10 SOIl 

5 fluence of intoxicating beverages or drugs. 11 mJ 

6 c. Any person to operate any snowmobile in a manner which is 12 der 

7 dangerous to persons or property. 13 

8 d. Any person under the age of 14 years to operate any snow 14 onE 

9 mobile when crossing a public street or highway maintained for 15 onE 

10 travel.]**~' 16 

11 *U[e.]**'~ '~**((,. *** Any person to operate or ride as a passenger 17 sOt 

12 on any snowmobile without wearing' a **~[crash]*** ***protec 18 clu 

13 tive"'** helmet ***approved by the director*'u. Any such helmet 19 aCl 

14 shall be of a type acceptable for use in conjunction with motor 20 sal 

14A cycles ***[under the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Laws]*'u u*as 20A prE 

14B provided in sections 6 to 9 of P. L. 1967, c. 237 (C. 39 :3-76.7 through 20B Stl 

14c 39 :3-76.10)*u. 20c sn< 

15 '~**[f.]*** ***b.**'~ Any person to operate a snowmobile that is 20n mE 

16 not equipped with working head lights, tail lights, brakes and 20E IS 

17 proper mufflers as supplied by the motor manufacturer for the par 20F ag: 

18 ticular model "'ithoui modifications, nor shall any person operate 20G SUE 
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lmediate 19 any snowmobile in such a manner as to cause a harsh, objectionable 
lz81rd to 20 or unreasonable noise. 

d public 21 U1!<[g.]u", u"'c.*** Any person to operate a snowmobile at any 

must be 22 time and in any manner intended or reasonably to be expected to 

possible 23 harass, drive or pursue any wildlife. 

24 ***[h.]*** ***d. u * Any person to operate any snowmobile dur

wililObile 25 ing the hours from lh hour before sunset to Y2 hour after sunrise 

lig~rway, 26 without having lighted headlights and lighted tail lights. 

ld or on 27 *U[i.]*** 'l<Ue.*u Any person to operate any snowmobile on 

l of the 28 the land of another without first securing the ue'written*]** per

the sole 29 mission of the landowner or his duly authorized representative. 

I above. 30 U"'["'j.]*** ***f.*u Any person to operate a snowmobile t£pon 

>lio way 31 railroad or' right-of-way of an operating railroad, except railroad 

mtlional 32 personnel in the performance of their du,ti·es. 

33 u*[k.]«'u U'~g.u" Any person to violate any p'rovision of this 

roperty 34 act or any rule or regulation adopted purst£O,nt to this act.* 

e ~rop 1 20. a. No snowmobile shall be operated or permitted to be 

,)f' uch 2 operated unless the owner thereof has obtained a policy of in

3 surance, in such language and form as shall be determined by the 
I 

'! lJ:rop 4 Commissioner of the Department of Insurance, from an insurance 

above, 5 carrier authorized to do business in this State, the terms of which 

6 policy shall indemnify u*[any one person sustaining bodily injury 

7 or the death of one persoll in anyone accident in the amount of 

less or 8 $10,000.00, and, subject to said limit of one person, to a limit of 

9 $20,000.00, because of bodily injury to or death of two or more per-

the m 10 sons in anyone accident, and to a limit of $5,000.00, because of 

11 injury to or destruction of property of others in anyone acci

!rich is 12 dent,]U'" ",u an amottnt or limit of $15,000.00, exclt£sive or interest 

13 and costs, on account of injury to, or death of.. one person, in any 

snow 14 one accident; and an amou.nt or limit, subject to st£ch limit for any 

~d for 15 one person so injured or killed, of $30,000.00, exclusive of interest 

16 and costs, on accottnt of injury to or death of, more than one per

:enger 17 son, in anyone accident; and an amount or limit of $5,000.00, ex

rotec 18 clusive of interest and costs, for damage to property in anyone 

:ehnet 19 accident:*'"' for damages arising out of the negligent operation of 

lotor 20 said snowmobile. In lieu of such insurance coverage as hereinabove 

"'''''''as 20A provided, the director, in his discretion and upon application of the 

'o'ugh 20B State or a municipality having registered in its name one or more 

200 snowmobiles, may waive the requirement of insurance by a private 

lat is 20n insurance carrier and issue a certificate of self-insurance, when he 

and 20E is satisfied of financial ability to respond to judgments obtained 

Par  20F against it or them, arising out of the ownership, use or operation of 

erate 20G such snowmobile. 
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21 b. Proof of insurance as hereinabove required shall be produced 
16A sl 

22 and displayed by the owner or operator of such snowmobile upon 
16B tic 

23 request to any law enforcement officer or to any person who has 
17 

24 suffered or claims to have suffered either personal injury or prop
18 ad 

25 erty damage as a result of the operation of such snowmobile by the 
19 su 

26 owne,r or operator. 
1 

2'7 c. An owner of a snowmobile who shall operate or permit the 
2 th 

28 same to be operated without having in full force and effect the re
3 ar 

29 quired liability insurance coverage, and any other person who shall 
4 pI

30 operate any snowmobile with the knowledge that the owne'r thereof 
1 

31 does not have in full force and effect such insurance coverage shall 
2 sn 

32 be guilty of a violation of this act and be subject to a fine of not 
3 

33 less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00. 
4 m 

34 d. The director is hereby authorized to promulgate reasonable 
5 v( 

35 regulations to provide effective administration and enforcement of 
6 dl 

36 the provisions of this section in accordance with the purposes 
7 

37 thereof. 
8 pl

1 21. The operator of any snowmobile inyolved in an accident 
9 fI 

2 resulting in injuries or death of any person or property damage 
10 u~

3 ~'*':'shall comply with the proced'ures ,in B. S. 39:4-129 and R. S. 
114 39:4-130.*** ~'~":'[ to the estimated amount of $50.00 or more, or 
12

5 some person acting for him, or the owner of the snowmobile having 
13 Il

6 knowledge of the accident should the operator of the same be un
14 n

7 known, shall immediately report any such accident to the nearest 
15 tl

8 law enforcement officer or agency and send a copy to the 
16

9 director.]*u 
17 d 

1 22. The director may authorize the holding of organized special 
18 fi 

2 events. He shall adopt and may, from time to time, amend rules and 
19 i1 

3 regulations determining the special events which shall be subject 
20 tJ 

4 to division permit and designating the equipment and facilities 
21 a 

5 necessary for safe operation of snowmobiles and for the safety of 
22 J 

6 operators, participants, and observers in such special events. 
23 s 

7 Whenever such special event requiring permit of the division is 
1 

8 proposed to be held in the State of New Jersey, the person in charge 
2 r 

9 thereof shall, at least U[60]*"*' **20 H days prior thereto, file an ap
3 t 

10 plication with the director to hold such special event. The applica
1 

11 tion shall set forth the date of and location where it is proposed to 

12 hold such rally, race, exhibition, or organized event, and such other 
3 t 

13 information as the director may require, and it shall not be con
4 E 

14 ducted without written authorization of the director *Hand if the 
5 

15 event is desired to be held upon public lands or waters a written 
1 

16 authorization of the commissioneru *. Copies of such regulations 
2 I 

3 
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ile upon 16A shall be furnished by the division to any person making an applica.

16B tion therefor. who has 

)r ]nop- 17 Any person sponsoring the event who shall violate any regulation 

e by the 18 adopted pursuant to this section shall for every such violation be 

19 subject to a fine not to exceed $250.00. 

1 23. Snowmobiles operated at special events shall be exempt frommit the 
2 the provisions of this act concerning l'egistration';'**[, mufflers] ** *:'; the re
3 and lights during the time of such operation, including all prerace 

~o rail 
4 practice at the location of said meet.th reof 
1 24. All snowmobiles operating within the State of New .Jerseyge shall
 
2 shall be equipped with:
 

! of not 
3 a. Headlights. At least one white or amber headlamp haYing a 

4 minimum candlepower of sufficient intensity to reveal persons andsOIllable 
5 vehicles at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead during hours ofnent of
 
6 darkness under normal atmospheric conditions.
 lrposes 
7 b. Taillight. At least one red taillamp having a minimum candle

8 power of sufficient intensity to exhibit a red light plainly visible ccident 
9 from a distance of 500 feet to the rear during hours of darknesslaruage 

10 under normal atmospheric conditions. lB. S. 
11 c. Brakes. A brake system in good mechanical condition. ore, or 
12 d. Reflector material. Reflector material of a minimum area ofhaving' 
13 16 square inches mounted on each side of the cowling. Registrationbe un
14 numbers or other decorative material, may be included in computing lea-rest 
15 the required 16-square-inch area.to the 
16 e. Mufflers. An adequate muffler system in good working con

17 dition. ~'**[From and after June 1, 1973, no sno'''''1Ilobile manuspecial 
18 factured after June 1, 1973, shall be sold or offered for sale, unless les and 
19 it is equipped with a muffler that limits engine noise to not more

mbject 
20 than 82 decibels as measured on the "A" scale at 50 feet. From.cilities 
21 and after June 1, 1975, no such snowmobile manufactured after

fety of 
22 June 1, 1975, shall be sold or offered for sale unless such muffler 

ev~mts. 

23 system limits engine noise to not more than 73 decibels.]"'*'"
;;ion is 

1 25. Inspection and testing. The director may adopt rules and
ehluge 

2 regulations with respect to the inspection of snowmobiles and the 
anap

3 testing of snowmobile mufflers. 
pplica

1 26. No person shall have for sale, sell, or offer for sale in this
'sed to 

2 State any snowmobile which fails to comply with the provisions of 
L olther 

3 this act or which does not comply with the specifications for such 
e eon

4 equipment required by the rules and regulations of the director
if the 

5 after the effective date of such rules and regulations.
witten 

1 H"~[27. No person under the age of 14 years shall operate a snow
ati-ons 

2 mobile "except upon lands owned or leased by his parent or 

3 guardian unless he is accompanied by a person 14 years of age or 
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4 over."Leased lands" as herein used shall not include lands leased 5 ane 

5 by an organization of which said operator or his parent or g~tardian 6 as~ 

6 is a member'H *[except upon lands owned or leased by his 7 sm 

7 parent]*u or guardian unless he is accompanied by a person 14 8 offi 

8 years of age or over. "Leased lands" as herein used shall not in 9 wh 

9 elude lands leased by an organization of which said operator or his 10 soc 

10 parent or guardian is a member]*. 11 ag l 

1 ·[28. Snowmobile safety certificate. On and after October 1, 1 

2 1973, except as otherwise provided in this act,. no person 10 years 2 or 

3 and over and who has not reached his fourteenth birthday shall 3 of 

4 operate a snowmobile in this State, except upon lands of his parent 4 of 

5 or guardian unless and until he has received safety training as pre 5 fac 

6 scribed by the director and has received the appropriate snowmobile 6 thE 

7 safety certificate issued by the director.]· 7 in 

1 ·[29. The failure of such a youthful operator to exhibi,t a snow 1 

2 mobile safety certificate upon demand to any officer having au 2 gh 

3 thority to enforce the provisions of this act, shall be presumptive 3 eVl 

4 evidence that such person is not the holder of such certificate.]· 1 

1 ·[30. After October 1, 1973, no owner of a snowmobile shall au 2 fOJ 

2 thorize or permit the operation thereof within the State by any 3 Di 

3 person under the age of 14 years unless the operator is the holder 4 tio 

4 of a valid snowII,lobile safety certificate or except as authorized by 5 otE 

5 this act.]· 6 *w 

1 ***[**28. Snowmobile safety ce'rtificate. On and after October 1, 1 

2 1973, except as otherwise provided in this act, no person 10 years 2 to 

3 and over and who has not reached his fO~trteenth birthday shall 3 vo 

4 operate a snowmobile in this State, except upon lands of his parent 4 ru 

5 or guardian unless and until he has received safety training as 5 CR 

6 prescribed by the director and has received the appropriate snow 6 ad 

7 mobile safety certifica.te issued by the director.]*** 1 

1 U~'[29. The failure of such a you,thful operator to exhibit a snow . 2 e3i 

2 mobile safety certificate ~tpon demand to any officer having au 3 pa 

3 thority to enforce the provisions of this act, shall be presumptive 4 pI' 

4 evidence that such person is not the holder of such certificate.]*** 5 be 

1 H'*[30. After October 1, 1973, no owner of a snowmobile shall au 1 

2 thorize or permit the operation thereof within the State by any 2 po 

3 person under the age of 14 years unless the operator is the holder 3 ne 

4 of a valid snowmobile safety certificate or except as authorized by 4 th 

5 this aet.~*]u* 5 ha 

1 *[31.]'~ U[*28.*]** "**[**31.*~' Whenever any snowmobile 6 

2 meets with an accident involving a loss of life, personal injury or 7 co 

3 damage to property and the operator thereof has knowledge of such 8 re 

4 accident, he shall stop and give his name and address, the name 
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s leased 5 and address of the owner thereof and the registration number 

uardian 6 assigned to said snowmobile to the injured person or the person 

by his 7 sustaining the damage, or to a police officer, or in case no police 

rs~m 14 8 officer nor the person sustaining the damage is present at the place 

. not in 9 where the damage occurred then he shall immediately report as 

l' or his 10 soon as physically able, the same to the nearest law enforcement 

11 agency.]··· 

;obfr 1, 1 ·[32.]* U[·29.*]** ***[**32.** A police, sheriff, judicial officer 

oyears 2 or State police officer who investigates or receives information 

ty shall 3 of an accident involving a snowmobile shall make a written report 

: puent 4 of the investigation or information received, and such additional 

as pre 5 facts relating to the accident as may come to his knowledge and mail 

.vrnobile 6 the same within 48 hours to the division and keep' a record thereof 

7 in his office.]· ** 

a snow 1 ·[33.]* **[·30.·]** ***[**33.** Failure of such persons to 

mg au 2 give notice of any accident requiring notice shall be prima facie 

unptive 3 evidence that such accident ,vas not reported.]'a"" 

e.)· 1 *[34.]* U[*31.*]*~' """"~[**34.**]*** **'~27.*u Every law en

hall au 2 forcement officer in the State, including authorized officers of the 

by any 3 Division of Motor Vehicles, Department of Environmental Protec

: hrlder 4 tion, forest rangers and State park police and other designated 

iZid by 5 officers and employees of the department shall enforce this act 

6 *within their respective jU1o isdictions*. 

tober 1, 1 ·[35.]* "[~32.*]** "*["""'35.** The director shall be authorized 

o years 2 to prescribe the form of summons and complaint on all cases in

y shall 3 volving a violation of any provision of this act or of any ordinance, 

parent 4 rule or regulation relating to snowmobiles, or of any class or 

nng as 5 category of such cases, and to establish procedures for proper 

~ snow 6 administrative controls over the disposition thereof.]*** 

1 *[36.]* U[.33.*]** **'~['u36.** The chief executive officer of 

1, snow 2 each local police force including county or municipal police de

mg au 3 partments, sheriffs, and the Superintendent of State Police shall 

,m~Jtive 4 prepare or cause to be prepared such records and reports as may 

te.]u* 5 be prescribed hereunder.]*** 

~tall au 1 *[37.]* **[*34.*]** ~,u[*~'37.** The director shall have the 

2 power to adopt such rules and regulations as may be deemed 

3 necessary to accomplish the purposes and enforce the provisions of 

4 this section including requirements for reporting by trial courts 

5 having jurisdiction over snowmobile violations. 

6 Any person who disposes of any uniform snowmobile summons or 

7 complaint in any other manner than that prescribed by law, rule or 

8 regulation shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.]";; 

name l 
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3 cha 

1 * [38·T' 'U ["'35.*] H' u*["""38.** When a snowmobile summons 4 jul' 
2 has been served by a peace officer in cases of violation of any pro 5 rna 
3 vision of this act or any ordinance, rule or regulation enacted pur 6 an< 
4 suant thereto or pursuant to any other law relating to snowmobiles, 7 ChE 

;) any chief, deputy chief, captain, lieutenant or acting lieutenant, 8 of 
6 sergeant, or acting sergeant of a police department, or any sheriff, 9 thl; 
7 undersheriff, chief deputy, deputy sergeant or deputy in charge of 10 he 
8 snowmobiles maintained by any sheriff in any county to whom the 11 juc 
9 service of the snowmobile summons is reported, is herehy autho 12 up 

10 rized to administer to such peace officer all necessary oaths in con 13 im 
11 nection with the execution of the complaint to be presented in court 

14 un 
12 by such peace officer in the prosecution of such offense, but a com

15 ful 
13 plaint need not be verified provided it shall be affirmed under 

16 de: 
14 penalty of perjury.]"""* 

17 an 
1 *[39.]* *"'["'36."']U """*["""39.** An action to recover any penalty 18 st~ 

2 imposed under the provisions of this act may be brought in any 19 be 
3 court of competent jurisdiction in this State on order of the director 1 
4 "'or the Department of Environmental Protection'" and in the name 2 au 
5 of the people of the State of New Jersey. In any action all penalties 3 ch 
6 incurred up to the time of commencing the action may be sued for 4 ffil 

7 and recovered therein and the commencement of an action to re 5 tic 
8 cover any such penalty shall not be,or be held to be, a waiver of the 6 th 
9 right to recover any other penalty. In case of recovery of any 7 Wl 

10 amount in an action brought to recover any such penalty the people 8 or 
11 shall be entitled to recover full costs, of course, and at the rates 1 
12 provided for civil actions.]*""" 2 to 
1 "'[40.]* U["'37*]*'" *H'[u40.*'" No person shall be excused 3 til 
2 from testifying or producing any books, papers or other documents 4 m 
3 in any civil action to recover any such penalty, upon the ground that 1 
4 bis testimony might tend to convict hi:r;n of a crime, or to subject 2 sl 
5 him to a penalty or forfeiture. But no person shall be prosecuted, 3 '~I 

6 punished or subjected to any penalty of forfeiture for or on 4 gl 

7 account of any such act, transaction, matter or thing concerning 5 tl 

8 which he shall, under oath, have testified or produced documentary 1 

9 evidence and no testimony so given or produced shall be received 2 1'< 

10 against him upon any criminal investigation or proceeding; pro 3 c< 

11 vided, however, that no person so testifying shall be exempt from 4 0: 

12 prosecution or punisbment for any perjury committed by him in 5 p 

13 his testimony. Nothing herein contained is intended to give, or shall 6 a 

14 be construced as in any manner giving, unto any corporation, im 7 0 

15 munity of any kind.]*""" 1 
1 *[41.]* """[*38."']*'" ~'''''''[U41.'''''' A defendant charged with a 2 0 

2 violation of any provision of this act may himself plead guilty to the 
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charge in open court. He may also submit to the judge having 
unmons 

4 jurisdiction, in person, by duly authorized agent, or by registered 

5 mail, a statement, a. that he waives arraignment in open court 

6 and the aid of counsel, b. that he pleads guilty to the offense as 

7 charged, c. that he elects and requests that the charge be disposed 

8 of and the fine or penalty fixed by the court, d. any explanation 

9 that he desires to make concerning the offense charged, and e. that 

10 he makes all statements under penalty of perjury. Thereupon the 

11 judge may proceed as though the defendant had been convicted 

12 upon a plea of guilty in open court, provided, however, that any 

13 imposition of fine or penalty hereunder shall be deemed tentative 

14 until such fine or penalty shall have been paid and discharged in 

15 full. If upon receipt of the aforesaid statement the judge shall 

16 deny the same, he shall thereupon notify the defendant of this fact, 

17 and that he is required to appear before the said magistrate at a 

18 stated time and place to answer the charge which shall thereafter 

19 be disposed of pursuant to the applicable provisions of law.]~'*'" 

1 ('[42.]* **[*39.*]*~' u*[**42.u The court or judge before whom 

2 any person shall be tried, or the clerk of the court, if there be a 

3 clerk, shall at the termination of such trial or proceeding, forthwith 

4 mail or deliver to the division a certified statement of the disposi

5 tion of the case or proceeding, giving the date thereof, the name of 

6 the defendant, the date and place of the violation, the name of each 

7 witness sworn in support of the charges, and the amount of the fine 

8 or penalty paid.]*** 

1 *[43.]* U[*40.*]** **'~[**43.** The provisions of sections *[39 

2 to 43]* *36 to 40* shall in no way prohibit the prosecution of viola

3 tions of this act in any court of competent jurisdiction in the same 

4 manner as other offenses and crimes.] *,~ '" 

1 *[44.]* **[':'41.*]** *H'[**44."~']*H' """'28.**;:' AllY person who 

2 shall violate any provisions of this act or any rule or regulation 

3 '»[of the division]* promulgated pursuant to thiR act shall ***[be 

4 guilty of a violation and]*u be punished by a fine of not "'[less 

5 than $5.00 nor]* more than $100.00. 

1 ~'[45.]~' U[*42.*]** ***[**45.** The director may suspend or 

2 revoke a dealer's registration certificate, a snowmobile safety 

3 certificate and permits for special events upon satisfactory proof 

4 of violation of any provisions of this act or rules and regulations 

5 promulgated pursuant thereto. Upon said suspension or revocation 

6 all rights and privilegeR accruing to such registrant, youthful 

7 operator or permittee shall terminate.]u* 

1 *[46.]* **[*43.*]** 40~'*[**46.** On the first day of each month 

2 or within 10 days thereafter, all fines and penalties collected for 



'''I'
 

16 

3 violations of thi~ act under judgment of any court, shall be paid 

4 over by such court or justice to the State Treasurer, with a state

5 ment accompanying the same, setting forth the action or proceeding 

fj in which such moneys were collected, the name and residence of the 

7 defendant, the nature of the offense, and the fines and penalty 

8 imposed.]*** 

1 *[47.]* **r~44.*]*'~ ***r:'*47.~\*]****'*""'29.*** The director shall 

2 deposit all moneys received by him from the registration of snow

3 mobiles, the sale of snowmobile registration information, snow

4 mobile publications and other services provided by the depart By 
5 ment**~I, all fines and penalties resulting from violations of this Pl 
6 act in regard to the operation and use of snowmobiles]'*""'«' and all 

7 fees collected by him under this act to the credit of the General L: 
8 Treasury. 

1 *~'*30. Owners and operators of snowmobiles shall, when operat

2 ing a snowmobile across a public highway or on public lands or 

3 waters, comply with the following provisions of chapter 4 of Title 

4 39 of the Revised Statutes: R. S. 39 :4-48 through R. S. 39 :4-51; 

5 R. S. 39:4-64; R. S. 39:4-72; R. S. 39:4-80; R. S. 39:4-81; R. S. 

6 39:4-92; R. S. 3.9:4-96 through R. S. 39:4-98; B. 8.39:4-99; R. S. 

7 39:4-100; R. S. 39:4-104; R. S. 39:4-129 through R. S. 39:4-134; 1 
8 R. S. 39 :4-203. The failure to comply with any of these provisions 2 
9 shall be a violation of this act and the penalty for S1,tch a violation 1 

10 shall be as provided in section 28 of this act mther than the penalty 2 
11 provided in the sections cited above. ** '" 3 

1 *[48.]* **e'45.~]*'::' *U["'*48.*'~]*""~ u*31.*** *[ It is the intent 4 
2 that upon the enactment of this act into law all proceedings under 5 
3 taken thereafter relative to the operation and use of snowmobiles in 6 
4 the State, as defined in this act, shall be administered nuder the 7 
5 authority of and by the provisions contained in this act.]* If any 8 
6 clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this act shall, for any reason 1 
7 be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, 2 
8 such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder 3 
9 thereof but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 4 

10 paragraph or part thereof, directly involved in the controversy in 5 
11 which such judgment shall have been rendered. 

1 "[49.]* **[*46.*]** ***[**4.9.**]'*""'* u*3.2."'** This act shall 

2 take effect *U[120 days after its enactment]*'*"'" *u imme

3 diately*'~' *'. 

5 
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AN ACT concerning snowmobiles and providing for their registra

tion and regulating the operation thereof. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. As used in this act: 

2 a. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Environmental 

3 Protection of the Department of Environmental Protection. 

4 b. "Director" means the Director of the Division of Motor 

5 Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

6 c." Snowmobile" means any engine-drawn vehicle, designed 

7 primarily to travel over ice or snow, of a type which uses sled type 

8 runners, skis, an endless belt tread, cleats, low-pressure tires or any 

9 combination of these or other similar means of contact with the 

10 surface upon which it is operated, but does not include any farm 

11 tractor, highway or other construction equipment, or any military 

12 or law enforcement vehicle. 

13 d. "Dealer" means every person engaged in the business of buy

14 ing, selling or exchanging snowmobiles at wholesale or retail, and 

15 who has an established place of business. 

16 e." Special event" means an organized race, exhibition or demon

17 stration of limited duration which is conducted according to a pre

18 arranged schedule and in which general public interest is 

19 manifested. 

20 f." Snowmobile operator's certificate" means a certificate issued 

21 by the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles evidencing that 

22 the holder thereof has successfully completed an approved course 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets £thus] in the ahove biU 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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23 of instruction in snowmobile operation and safety as hereinafter 

24 provided. 

1 2. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act: 

2 a. the director shall ha\Te the power, duty and authority to admin

3 ister and enforce all statutes, rules and regulations, except as other

4 wise provided by statute, relating to the operation and use of snow

5 mobiles within the State, including but not limited to the following: 

6 (1) registration, ident.ification, numbering and classification 

7 (2) equipment 

8 (3) standards of safety 

9 (4) educational programs 

10 (5) promulgate rules and regulation to effectuate the purposes 

11 of this act. 

12 b. t.he Commissioner of Environmental Protection shall have the 

13 power, duty and authority to administer and enforce all statutes, 

14 rules and regulations, except as otherwise provided by statute, 

15 relating to *[the operation and use of]* snowmobiles "'[within the 

16 State,]* "'on the p1iblic lands and waters under the jurisdiction of 

16A the Department of Environmental Protection*~[including: 

17 (1) use on State land and waters 

18 (2) promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes 

19 of this act.]* 

1 3. Except as otherwise provided, no snowmobile shall be operated 

2 or permitted to be operated within the jurisdiction of this State 

3 unless registered by the owner thereof as provided by this act. The 

4 Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of 

5 Law and Public Safety is authorized to register and assign a 

6 registration number to all snowmobiles, upon application and pay

7 ment of the appropriate fee in accordance with the following 

8 schedule: 

9 a. for each certificate of ownership, $3.00 initially; 

10 b. for ea.ch individual resident registration, $5.00 annually;
 

11 c. for each individual nonresident registration, $7.00 annually;
 

12 d. for each dealer registration, $25.00 annually;
 

13 e. for replacement of lost, mutilated or destroyed certificate,
 

14 $3.00;
 

15 f. for a duplicate registration, $1.00 at the time of issuance.
 

16 All such registrations shall be valid for a period of 1 year unless,
 

17 prior to expiration of the I-year period, it is surrendered, cancelled,
 

IS l-e\oked 01' suspended purmaut to the proyisions of this act.
 

1 .}, Oue.e a regiinration number is assig-ned. . it shall remain with 
~ ~ 

:3 the registered ~nowmobile until the snowmobile is destroyed, 
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3 abandoned or permanently removed from the State, or until 

4 changed or terminated by the director. 

1 5. Such registrations shall be issued by the director or by agents 

2 as designated by him and shall be in such form as the director shall 

3 prescribe. The registration certificate shall be subject to inspection 

4 by any law enforcement officer on demand and shall be on the 

5 vehicle at all times when in operation. 

6 The registration number assigned to any snowmobile shall be dis

7 played on each side of the vehicle in such form, location and manner 

8 as prescribed by the director. 

9 Whenever ownership is transferred or the use of a snowmobile 

10 for which a registration certificate has already been issued is d.is

11 continued, the old registration shall be properly signed and ex

12 ecuted by the owner, showing that the o"wenrship of the snowmobile 

13 has been transferred or its use discontinued: and returned to the 

14 director within 10 days of said event. If there is a change of owner

15 ship of a snowmobile for which a registration certificate has been 

16 previously issued, the new owner shall apply for a new registration 

17 certificate and set forth the original number in the application. He 

18 shall pay the regular fee for the particular snowmobile involved. 

19 The owner of any registration certificate issued under this section 

20 may obtain a duplicate from the division upon application and pay

21 ment of the fee prescribed. 

1 6. No registration shall be required: 

2 a. For a snowmobile owned and operated over the snow on land 

3 on which a person lives or on lands to which he has a contractual 

4 right on which he is domiciled; 

5 b. For a snowmobile operated by a commercial ski area for the 

6 purpose of packing snow or for rescue operations thereon, unless 

7 the vehicle is required to cross a public way during such operation, 

8 in which case such registration certificate shall be required; 

9 c. For a snowmobile owned by the Federal Government, the 

10 State, county or municipal government or subdivision thereof. 

1 7. Any person who is in the busmess of selling snowmobile.s in the 

2 State shall register as a dealer and secure a dealer's license from 

3 the director. 
~, 

4 Such license shall permit him to demonstrate snowmobiles for the 

5 purpose of sale only and he does not need to be individually regis

6 tered. Such dealer shall display his dealer's number on each snow

7 mobile being demonstrated. Upon the sale of said snowmobile, it 

8 shall then become the responsibility of the owner to register such 

9 vehicle. 
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10 The dealer's license fee shall be $25.00 and the license shall be 

11 renewable on July 1 of each year. 

12 The director may issue temporary numbers and registrations to 

13 bona fide dealers who request them subject to such rules and regu

14 lations as he may deem necessary. rrhe director shall receive a fee 

15 of $1.00 for each temporary plate. 

16 Upon the sale or exchange by a dealer of any snowmobile which 

17 requires numbering and registration, the purchaser may secure 

18 from the dealer a temporary number and registration to operate 

19 said snowmobile for a period of 10 consecutive days immediately 

20 following the date of sale, provided that the purchaser shall make 

21 application for a registration certificate and certificate of ownership 

22 from the director to replace the temporary number and registration 

23 certificate. 'rhe application and fee for the certificate of ownership, 

24 together with a copy of the temporary registrati()(ll issued by the 

25 dealer, shall be forwarded by ~aid dealer to the director within 48 

26 hours after the date of sale of the vehicle. The dealer shall affix the 

27 temporary number to the vehicle in a conspicuous place and shall 

28 clearly mark thereon the date issued, date of expiration and his 

29 New Jersey dealer's number. 

30 The temporary number is nontransferable and must be conspic

31 uously displayed on the vehicle. The operator of such vehicle shall 

32 have the temporary registration in his possession at all times while 

33 the vehicle is in operation. After the expiration of the lO-day 

34 period, the owner must remove and discard the temporary number. 

1 8. The registration provisions of this act shall not apply to non

2 resident owners who have complied with the registration and licens

3 ing laws of the state, province, district or country of residence, 

4 provided that the snowmobile is appropriately identified in 

5 accordance with the laws of the state of residence. Nothing in this 

6 section shall be construed to authorize the operation of any snow

7 mobile contrary to the provisions of this act. 

1 9. a. The registration numbers assigned to a snowmobile shall 

2 be displayed on the vehicle at all times in such manner as the 

3 director may, by regulation, prescribe. No number other than the 

4 number assigned to a snowmobile by the director or the identifica

5 tion number of the registration in another state, shall be painted, 

6 attached or otherwise displayed on either side of the cowling except 

7 that racing numbers on a snowmobile being operated in prearranged 

8 organized special events may be temporarily displayed for the 

9 duration of the race. 

10 b. Dealer registration number shall conform to the requirements 

11 set forth in subparagraph (a) of this section with the exception 
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12 that the numbers assigned may be printed upon or attached to a 

13 removable plaque or plaques to be temporarily but firmly affixed to 

14 the snowmobile being demonstrated or tested. 

15 c. Numbers issued to dealers and manufacturers for the purpose 

16 of demonstrating or testing, shall be used exclusively for these 

17 purposes and no other use is permitted. 

1 10. Every person operating a snowmobile registered or trans

2 felTed in accordance with any of the provisions of this act shall 

3 upon demand of any peace officer, law enforcement officer, duly au

4 thorized official of the Department of Environmental Protection, 

5 police officer or motor vehicle inspector, produce for inspection the 

6 certificate of registration for such snowmobile and shall furnish to 

7 such officer any information necessary for the identification of such 

8 snowmobile and its owner. The failure to produce the certificate of 

9 registration as provided herein shall be presumptive evidence in 

10 any court of competent jurisdiction of operating a snowmobile 

11 which is not registered as required by this act. 

1 11. It shall be the duty of every owner holding a certificate of 

2 registration to notify the division, in writing, of any change of 

3 residence of such person within 10 days after such change occurs, 
'. 

4 and to inscribe on such certificate, in the place provided, a record 

5 of such change of residence. 

1 12. Whenever the ownership of a snowmobile is transferred or 

2 the use of a snowmobile for which a registration certificate has 

3 already been issued is discontinued, the old registration certificate 

4 shall be properly signed and executed by the owner sho'wing that 

5 the ownership of the snowmobile has been transferred or its use 

6 discontinued and returned to the division within 10 days after 

7 transfer or discontinuance. If there is a change of ownership of a 

8 snowmobile for which a registration certificate has previously been 

9 issued, the new owner shall apply for a new certificate. He shall 

10 set forth the original number issued in the application accompanied 

11 by the old registration properly signed by the previous owner and 

12 with the required fee of $5.00 submit to the division, for registra· 

13 tion. In the event that such snowmobile was purchased through a 

14 bona fide dealer then said application must be accompailied by a 

15 dealer's form, as prescribed by the director, numbered, completed 

16 and signed by the dealer, or his agent and signed by the new owner. 

1 13. It shall be the duty of every owner of a snowmobile registered 

~ pursuant to this act to notify the division, in writing, of the destruc

3 tion, theft or permanent removal of such snowmobile from the 

4 State, within 10 days t.hereafter; and in the event of the destrnction 



5 or theft of such, ~hall surrender the certificate of registration with 

6 such notice. 

1 14. No political subdivision of the State shall require additional 

2 licensing or registration of snovvmobiles which are covered by the 

:3 provisions of this act. 

4 Nothing herein shall however prohibit the requirement of a 

5 permit by State 01' local parks for use of snowmobiles on park lands 

G "'or in any way affect the a~dhol'ity of the Department of Environ

71nental Protection, the commissioner thereof, or those responsible 

8 for the operation of a park from adopting rules and regulations 

9 concerning the ~lse of snowmobiles"'. 

1 13. "[\Vith a view of achieving maximum use of snowmobiles and 

2 minimizing the detrimental effect thereof npon the environment, 

3 tIle]"" 'The" commissioner'\ with a view towards minimizing 

4 detritnental effects on the environment," shall adopt rules and 

4A regulations relating' to and including, but not limited to, the 

4n following: 

5 a. use of snowmobiles insofar as fish, wildlife and plantlife 

6 resources are affected; 

7 b. use of snowmobiles on public lands and waters under the juris

8 diction of the Department of Environmental Protection. 

9 ',[c. requirements for the protection of private property or in

] 0 tercsts thercin occasioned by the use of snowmobiles.]* 

1 16. The Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall adopt 

2 rules and regulations relating to and including, but not limited to: 

3, a. Specifications relating to equipment required for safety as 

4 provided herein. 

5 b. Specifications relating to snowmobile mufflers and the limita-

G tions on decibels of sound emitted by snowmobiles. 

7 c. Establishment of a comprehensive snowmobile information 

S and safety education and training program, including provision for 

9 issuance of snowmobile safety certificates for operation of snow

10 mobiles by youthful operators. 

11 d. The regulations pertaining to and the granting of permits for 

12 the conduct of all prearranged special events as provided in this 

13 act"", except those conducted on public lands and waters under the 

14 j'u,risd'iction of the Department of Environmental Protection"". 

1 17. ~ 0 person under tLe age of *[10T' ~'14"" years shall operate 

2 or he pel'mitted to oll(,l'ate any snowmobile **except as herein pro

;~ vided·"'. 

1 18. No person shall operate a snowmobile upon controlled access 

2 highways or within the right-of-way limits thereof. 
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3 No person shall operate a snowmobile upon the main traveled 

4 portion or the plowed snow banks of any public street or highway 

5 except as follows: 

6 a. Properly registered sno,vmobiles may cross, as directly as 

7 possible, public streets or highways, except controlled access high

8 ways, provided that such crossing can be made in safety and that 

9 it does not interfere with the free movement of vehicular traffic 

10 approaching from either direction on such public street or high

11 way. Prior to making any such crossing, the operator shall bring 

12 the snowmobile to a complete stop. It shall be the responsibility of 

13 the operator of a snowmobile to yield the right of way to all 

14 vehioular traffic upon any public street or highway before crossing 

15 same. 

16 b. Whenever it is impracticable to gain immediate access to an 

17 area adjacent to a public way where a snowmobile is to be operated, 

18 such snowmobile may he operated adjacent and parallel to such 

19 public way for the purpose of gaining access to the area of opera

20 tion. This subsection shall apply to the operation of a snowmobile I, 

" 

21 from the point where it is unloaded from a motorized conveyance 
0' 

22 to the area where the snowmobile is to be operated, or from theJ 
": j 
" ' 23 area where operated to a motorized conveyance when such loading 

r 24 or unloading cannot be effected in the immediate vicinity of the 
.,
." 25 area of operation without causing a hazard to vehicular traffic 
.1 
.' 26 approachimg from either direction on said public street or highway. 

27 Such loading or unloading must be accomplished with due regard 

28 to safety, at the nearest possible point to the area of operation. 

29 Under no circumstances, except as provided, is a snowmobile to 

30 be operated on the main traveled portion of a street or highway, 

31 or that portion of a street or highway that has been plowed or on 

32 a snow bank immediately adjacent to the plowed portion of the 

33 stre·et or highway, unless such operation is conducted for the sole 

34 purpose of crossing a public street or highwa~' as provided above. 

35 c. Snowmobiles may be operated on that portion of a public way 

36 that is not maintained or utilized for the operation of conventional 

37 motor type vehicles. 

1 19. It shall be unlawful for:
 

2 a. Any person to operate any snowmobile in a reckless or care

3; less manner or at excessive speeds.
 

4 b. Any person to operate any snowmobile while under the 111

5 fiuence of intoxicating beverages or drugs.
 

6 c. Any person to oIlerate any snowmobile in a manner which is
 

7 dllJngerous to persons or property.
 

.~ 
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8 d. Any person under the age of 14 years to operate any snow

9 mobile 'when crossing a public street or highway maintained for 

10 travel. 

11 e. Any person to operate or ride as a passenger on any snow

12 mobile without wearing a crash helmet. Any such helmet shall be 

13 of a type acceptable for use in conjunction with motorcycles under 

14 the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Laws. 

15 f. Any person to operate a snowmobile that is not equipped with 

16 working head lights, tail lights, brakes and proper mufflers as 

17 supplied by the motor manufacturer for the particular model with

18 out modifications, nor shall any person operate any snowmobile in 

19 STIch a manner as to cause a harsh, objectionable or unreasonable 

20 nOise. 

21 g. Any person to operate a snowmobile at any time and in any 

22 manner intended or reasonably to be expected to harass, drive or 

23 pursue any wildlife. 

24 h. Any person to operate any snowmobile during the hours from 

25 1/2 hour before sunset to 1/2 hour after sunrise without having 

26 lighted headlights and lighted tail lights. 

27 i. Any person to operate any snowmobile on the land of another 

28 without first securing the '''*[:'written'']i'* permission of the land

29 owner or his duly authorized representative. 

30 '*'.1. Any person to opemte a snowmobile 'ttpon milroad or right

31 of-way of an opemting milroad, except milroad personnel in the 

32 performance of their d'tdies. 

33 k. Any person to violate any provision of this act or any nde or 

34 regulation adopted pursuant to this act. '* 

1 20. a. No sno\vTIlobile shall be operated or permitted to be 

2 operated unless the owner thereof has obtained a policy of in

3 surance, in such language and form as shall be determined by the 

4 Commissioner of the Department of Insurance, from an insurance 

5 carrier authorized to do business in this State, the terms of which 

6 policy shall indemnify a.ny one person sustaining bodily injury or 

7 the death of one person in anyone accident in the amount of 

8 $10,000.00, and, subject to said llmit of one person, to a limit of 

9 $20,000.00, because of bodily injury to or death of two or more per

10 sons in anyone accident, and to a limit of $5,000.00, because of 

11 injury to or destruction of property of others in anyone accident, 

12 for damages arising out of the negligent operation of said snow

13 mobile. In lieu of such insurance coverage as hereinabove provided, 

14 the director, in his discretion and upon application of the State 

15 or a municipality having registered in its name one or more snow

16 mobiles, may wain the requirement of insurance by a private in
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17 surance carrier and issue a certificate of self-insurance, when he is 

18 satisfied of financial ability to respond to judgments obtained 

19 against it or them, arising out of the ownership, use or operation of 

20 such snowmobile. 

21 b. Proof of insurance as hereinabove required shall be produced 

22 and displayed by the owner or operator of such snowmobile upon 

23 request to any law enforcement officer or to any person who has 

24 suffered or claims to have suffered either personal injury or prop

25 erty damage as a result of the operation of such snowmobile by the 

26 owner or operator. 

27 c. An owner of a snowmobile who shall operate or permit the 

28 same to be operated without having in full force and effect the re

29 quired liability insurance coverage, and any other person who shall 

30 operate any snowmobile with the knowledge that the owner thereof 

31 does not have in full force and effect such insurance coverage shall 

32 be guilty of a violation of this act and be subject to a fine of not 

33 less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00. 

34 d. The director is hereby authorized to promulgate reasonable 

35 regulations to provide effective administration and enforcement of 

36 the provisions of this section in accordanee with the purposes 

37 thereof. 

1 21. The operator of any snowmobile inyolved in an accident 

2 resulting in injuries or death of any person or property damage to 

3 the estimated amount of $50.00 or more, or some person acting for 

4 him, or the owner of the snowmobile having knowledge of the 

5 accident should the operator of the same be unknown, shall im

6 mediately report any such accident to the nearest law enforcement 

7 officer or agency and send a copy to the director. 

1 22. The director may authorize the holding of organized special 

2 events. He shall adopt and may, from time to time, amend rules and 

3 regulations determining the special events which shall be subject 

4 to division permit and designating the equipment and facilities 

5 necessary for safe operation of snowmobiles and for the safety of 

6 operators, partidipants, and observers in such special events. 

7 Whenever such special event requiring permit of the division is 

8 proposed to be held in the State of New Jersey, the person in charge 

9 thereof shall, at least **[60]'U H 20** days prior thereto, file an ap

10 plication with the director to hold such special event. The applica

11 tion shall set forth the date of and location where it is proposed to 

12 hold such rally, race, exhibition, or organized event, and such other 

13 information as the director may require, and it shall not be con

14 ducted without written authorization of the director. Copies of 
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15 such regulations shall be furnished by the division to any person 

16 making an application therefor. 

17 Any person sponsoring the event who shall violate any regulation 

18 adopted pursuant to this section shall for every such violation be 

19 subject to a fine not to exceed $250.00. 

1 23. Snowmobiles operated at special eiVents shall be exempt from 

2 the provisions of this act concerning registration, mufflers and 

3 lights during the time of such operation, including all prerace 

4 practice at the location of said meet. 

1 24. All snowmobiles operat~ng within the State of New Jersey 

2 shall be equipped with: 

3 a. Headlights. At least one white or amber headlamp having a 

4 minimum candlepower of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and 

5 vehicles at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead during hours of 

6 darkness under normal atmospheric conditions. 

7 b. Taillight. At least one red taillamp having a minimum cand1e

S power of sufficient intensity to exhibit a red light plainly visible 

9 from a distance of 500 feet to the rear during hours of darkness 

10 under normal atmospheric conditions. 

n c. Brakes. A brake system in good mechanical condition. 

12 d. Reflector material. Reflector material of a minimum area of 

13 16 square inches mounted on each side of the cowling. Registration 

14 numbers or other decorative material, may be included in computing 

15 the required 16-square-inch area. 

16 e. Mufflers. An adequate muffler system in good working con

17 dition. From and after .June 1, 1973, no snowmobile manufactured 

18 after June 1, 1973, shall be sold or offered for sale, unless it is 

19 equipped with a muffler that limits engine noise to not more than 82 

20 decibels as measured on the" A" scale at 50 feet. From and afte,r 

21 June 1, 1975, no such snowmobile manufactured afte-r June 1, 1975, 

22 shall be sold or offered for sale unless such muffler system limits 

23 engbne noise to not more than 73 decibels. 

1 25. Inspection and testing. The director may adopt rules and 

2 regulations with respeet to the inspection of snowmobiles and the 

3 testing of snowmobile mufflers. 

1 26. No person shall have for sale, sell, or offer for sale in this 

2 State any snowmobile which fails to comply with the provisions of 

3 this act or which does not comply with the specifications for such 

4 equipment required by the rules and regulations of the director 

5 after the effective date of such rules and regulations. 

1 27. No person under the age of 14 years shall operate a snow

2 mobile ~*except upon lands owned or leased by his parent or 

3 gnanlian 1I1zless he is accompanied by a person 14 years of age or 
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4 over." Leased lands" as herein 1,£sed shall not include lands leased 

5 by an organization of which said operator or his parent or guardian 

6 is a memberu *[except upon lands owned or leased by his parent 

7 or guardian unless he is accompanied by a person 14 yeurs of age 

8 or over. "Leased lands" as herein used shall not include lands 

9 leased by an organization of which said operator or his parent or 

10 guardian is a member]. 

1 *[28. Snowmobile safety certificate. On and after October 1, 

2 1973, except as otherwise provided in this act, no person 10 years 

3 and over and who has not reached his fourteenth birthday shall 

4 operate a snowmobile in this State, except upon lands of his parent 

5 or guardian unless and until he has received safety training as pre

6 scribed by the director and has received the appropriate snowmobile 

7 safety certificate issued by the director.]* 

1 *[29. The failure of such a youthful operator to exhibit a snow

2 mobile safety certificate upon demand to any officer having au

3 thority to enforce the provisions of this act, shall be presumptive 

4 evidence that such person is not the holder of such certificate.]* 

1 *[30. After October 1, 1973, no owner of a snowmobile shall au

2 thorize or permit the operation thereof within the State by any 

3 person under the age of 14 years unless the operator is the holder 

4 of a valid snowmobile safety certificate or except as authorized by 

5 this act.]* 
1 u28. Snowmobile safety certifica,te. On and nfter October 1, 

2 1973, except as otherwise provided in this act, no person 10 years 

3 and over and who has not reached his fourteenth birthday sha,u 

4 operate a snowmobile in this State, except upon lands of his lJarent 

5 or g1,wrdian unless and until he has received safety training as 

6 prescribed by the director and has received the appropriate snow

7 mobile safety certificate issued by the director. 

1 29. The failure of S1,£ch a youthful OlJerator to exhibit a sno'W

2 mobile safety certificate 1,£pon demand to any officer having au,

3 thority to enforce the provisions of this act, shall be prcsumptil'C 

4 evidence that sl£ch person is not the holder of such cer'tificate. 

1 30. After October 1, 1973, no owner of a snowtnobile shc£ll au

2 thorize or permit the operation thereof within the Sta,te by an!! 

3 person under the age of 14 years unless the operator is the holde'r 

4 of a valid snowmobile safety certificate or except as authorized bV 

5 this act. u 

1 *[31.]* **[*28.*]** **31.'X<if' \¥henever any ~nowmobile meets 

2 with an acident involving a loss of life, personal injury or damage 

3 to property and the operator thereof has knowledge of such ac

4 cident, he shall stop and give his name and addre~s, the name 
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5 and address of the owner thereof and the registration number 

6 assigned to said snowmobile to the injured person or the person 

7 sustaining the damage, or to a police officer, or in case no police 

8 officer nor the person sustaining the damage is present at the place 

9 where the damage occurred then he shall immediately report as 

10 soon as physically able, the same to the nearest law enforcement 

11 agency. 

1 *[32.]* U[*.29.*]** U 3.2. U A police, sheriff, judicial officer 

2 or State police officer who investigates or receives information 

3 of an accident involving a snowmobile shall make a written report 

4 of the investigation or information received, and such additional 

5 facts relating to the accident as may come to his knowledge and mail 

6 the same within 48 hours to the division and keep a record thereof 

7 in his office. 

1 *[33.]* **[*30.*]U **33.u Failure of such persons to give 

2 notice of any accident requiring notice shall be prima facie evidenoo 

3 that such accident was not reported. 

1 *[34.]* H[*31.*]** **34. H
' Every law enforcement officer in the 

2 State, including authorized officers of the Division of Motor 

3 Vehicles, Department of Environmental Protection, forest rangers 

4 and State park police and other designated officers and employees 

5 of the department shall enforce this act *'loithin their respective 

6 jurisdictions*. 

1 *[35.]* **[*3.2.*]** **35.u The director shall be authorized to 

2 prescribe the form of summons and complaint on all cases involving 

3 a violation of any provision of this act or of any ordinance, rule 

4 or regulation relating to snowmobiles, or of any class or category 

5 of such cases, and to establish procedures for proper administra

6 tive controls over the disposition thereof. 

1 *[36.]* u[*33.*]H **36.** The chief executive officer of each 

2 local police force including couuty 01' muuicipal police departments, 

3 sheriffs, and the Superintendent of State Police shall prepare or 

4 cause to be prepared such records and reports as may be prescribed 

5 hereunder. 

1 *[37.]* *'~[*34.~']u 'H'37. *~, The director shall have the power to 

2 adopt such rules and regulations as may be deemed necessary to 

3 accomplish the purposei:i and enforce the provisions of this section 

4 including requirements for reporting by trial courts having juris

5 diction over snowmobile violations. 

6 Any person who disposes of any uniform snowmobile summons or 

7 complaint in any other manner than that prescribed by law, rule or 

8 regulatiop- shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 



I"' 

',;. 

13 

1 ·[38.]· **[·35.""]** **38.** When a snowmobile summons has 

2 been served by a peace officer in cases of violation of any provision 

3 of this act or any ordinance, rule or regulation enacted pursuant 

4 thereto or pursuant to any other law relating to snowmobiles, any 

5 chief, deputy chief, captain, lieutenant or acting lieutenant, 

6 sergeant, or acting sergeant of a police department, or any sheriff, 

7 undersheriff, chief deputy, deputy sergeant or deputy in charge of 

8 snowmobiles maintained by any sheriff in any county to whom the 

9 service of the snowmobile summons is reported, is hereby autho

10 rized to administer to such peace officer all nec.essary oaths in con

11 nection with the execution of the complaint to be presented in court 

12 by such peace officer in the prosecution of such offense, but a com

13 plaint need not be verified provided it shall be affirmed under 

14 penalty of perjury. 

1 ""[39.]"" **[""36.·]** **39.** An action to recover any penalty 

2 imposed under the provisions of this act may be brought in any 

3 court of competent jurisdiction in this State on order of the director 

4 ·or the Department of Environmental Protection" and in the name 

5 of the people of the State of New Jersey. In any action all penalties 

6 incurred up to the time of commencing the action may be sued for 

7 and recovered therein and the commencement of an action to re

8 cover any such penalty shall not be, or be held to be, a waiver of the 

9 right to recover any Dther penalty. In case of recovery of any 

10 amount in an action brought to recover any such penalty the people 

11 shall be entitled to recover full costs, of course, and at the rates 

12 provided for civil actions. 

1 ·.[40.]· **[""37.·]** **40.** No person shall be excused from 

2 testifying or producing any books, papers or other documents in 

3 any civil action to recover any such penalty, upon the ground that 

4 his testimony might tend to convict him of a crime, or to subject 

5 him to a penalty or forfeiture. But no perSOll ~1Jall be pro~eclltec1, 

6 punished or subjected to any penalty of forfeiture for or on 

7 account of any such act, transaction, matter or thing concerning 

8 which he shall, under oath, have te~tified or produced t1ocUlnmltar.Y 

9 evidence and no testimony so given or produced shall be received 

10 against him upon any criminal investigation or proceeding'; pro

11 vided, however, that no person so testifying shall be exempt from 

12 prosecution or punishment for any perjury committed by him in 

13 his testimony. Nothing herein contained is intended to give, or shall 

14 be construced as in any manner giving, unto any corporation, im

]5 munity of any kind. 

1 ·[41.]"" ·~T"38.*]** **41.** A defendant charged with a viola

2 tion of any provision of this act may himself plead guilty to the 
~-', 
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3 charge in open court. He may also submit to the judge having 

4 jurisdiction, in person, by duly authorized agent, or by registered 

5 mail, a statement, a. that he waives arraignment in open court 

6 and the aid of counsel, b. that he pleads guilty to the offense as 

7 charged, c. that he elects and requests that the charge be disposed 

8 of and the fine or penalty fixed by the court, d. any explanation 

9 that he desires to make concerning the offense charged, and e. that 

10 he makes all statements under penalty of perjury. Thereupon the 

11 judge may proceed as though the defendant had been convicted 

12 upon a plea of guilty in open court, provided, however, that any 

13 imposition of fine or penalty hereunder shall be deemed tentative 

14 until such fine or penalty shall have been paid and discharged in 

15 full. If upon receipt of the aforesaid statement the judge shall 

16 deny the same, he shall thereupon notify tIle defendant of this fact, 

17 and that he is required to appear before the said magistrate at a 

] 8 stated time and place to answer the charg'e which shall thereafter 

19 be disposed of pursuant to the apllicable provisions of law. 

1 '~[42.]* **[*39.~]*~' **42.** The court or judge before whom any 

2 person shall be tried, or the clerk of the court, if there be a clerk, 

3 shall at the termination of such trial or proceeding, forthwith mail 

4 or deliver to the division a certified statement of the disposition 

5 of the case or proceeding, giving the date thereof, the name of the 

6 defendant, the date and place of the violation, the name of each 

7 witness sworn in support of the charges, and the amount of the fine 

8 or penalty paid. 

1~[43.]* **[*40.*]** **43.** The provisions of sections *[39 to
 

2 43]* *36 to 40* shall in no way prohibit the prosecution of viola


3 tions of this act in any court of competent jurisdiction in the same
 

4 manner as other offenses and crimes.
 

1 *[44.]* **[*41.~]** u44.** Any person who shall violate any
 

2 provisions of this act or any rule or regulation *[of the division]*
 

3 promulgated pursuant to this act shall be guilty of a violation and
 

4 be punished by a fine of not *[less than $5.00 nor]'~ more than
 

;) $100.00.
 

1 ~'[45.]* ue42.*]** *,x45.*~ The director may suspend or revoke
 

2 a dealer's registration certificate, a snowmobile safety certificate
 

3 and permits for special events upon satisfactory proof of violation
 

4 of any provisions of this act or rules and regulations promulgated
 

5 pursuant thereto. Upon said sm;pension or revocation all rights
 

6 and privilege'S accruing to such registrant, youthful operator 01'
 

7 permittee shall terminate.
 

1 *[46.r ~'*[*43.*T'* ij.·~'46.** On the first day of each month 01'
 

.) within 10 days thereafter, all fines and penalties collected for viola
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3 tions of this act under judgment of any court, shall be paid over by 

4 such court or justice to the State Treasurer, with a statement 

5 accompanying the same, setting forth the action or proceeding in 

6 which such moneys were collected, the name anel residence of the 

7 defendant, the nature of the offense, and the fines and penalty 

8 imposed. 

1 *[47.]* U[*44.*]** *"'47. H
' The director shall deposit all 

2 moneys received by him from the registration of snowmobiles, the 

3 sale of snowmobile registration information, snowmobile publica

4 tions and other services provided by the department, all fines and 

5 penalties resulting from violations of this act in regard to the opera

6 tion and use of snowmobiles and all fees collected by him under this 

7 act to the credit of the General Treasury. 

1 *[48.]* **[*45:~r'" '~'Y.'48.** *[It is the intent that upon the 

2 enactment of this act into law all proceedings undertaken thereafter 

3 relative to the operation and use of snowmobiles in the State, as 

4 defined in this act, shall be administered under the authority of 

5 and by the provisions contained in this aet.]* If anv clause, 

6 sentence, paragraph or part of tbis act shall, for any reason be 

7 adjudged by any court of competent jurisdict.ion to be invalid, such 

8 judgment shall not affect, impai r or invnlidate the remainder 

9 thereof but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 

10 paragraph or part thereof, directly involved in the controversy in 

11 which such judgmcnt shall have been rendered. 
!. 1 *[49.]* ~'~'[*4G:~r~' 'Y.'~'49:H< This act shall take effect 120 days 

2 after its enactment. 

;, 
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By Assemblymen LITTELL, IMPERIALE, WEIDEL, FORAN, 

EVERS, BASSANO, P ABETI, SPIZZIRI, RYS, HURLEY and 

WOODSON 

Refened to Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and
 

Natural Resources
 

AN ACT concerning snowmobiles and providing for their registra

tion and regulating the operation thereof. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. As used in this act: 

2 a. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Environmental 

3 Protection of the Department of Environmental Protection. 

4 b. "Director" means the Director of the Division of Motor 

5 Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

6 c. "Snowmobile" means any eng-ine-drawn vehicle, designed 

7 primarily to travel over ice or s.now, of a type which uses sled type 

8 runners, skis, an endless belt tread, cleats, low-pres&ure tires or any 

9 combination of these or other similar means of contact with the 

10 surface upon which it is operated, but does not include any farm 

11 tractor, highway or other construction equipment, or any military 

12 or law enforcement vehicle. 

13 d. "Dealer" means every person engaged in the business of buy

14 ing, selling or exchanging snowmobiles at wholesale or retail, and 

15 who has an established place of business. 

16 e. "Special event" means an organized race, exhibition or demon

17 stration of limited duration which is conducted according to a pre

18 arranged schedule and in which general public interest is 

19 manifested. 

20 f. "Snowmobile operator's certificate" means a certificate issued 

21 by the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles evidencing that 

22 the holder thereof has successfully completed an appro\'ed course 
ExPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

ill not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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23 of instruction in snowmobile operation and safety as hereinafter 

24 provided. 

1 2. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act: 

2 a. the director shall have the power, duty and authority to admin

3 ister and enforce all statutes, rules and regulations, except as other

4 wise provided by statute, relating to the operation and use of snow

5 mobiles 'within the State, including but not limited to the following: 

6 (1) registration, identification, numbering and classification 

7 (2) equipment 

8 (3) standards of safety 

9 (4) educational programs 

10 (5) promulgate rules and regulation to effectuate the purposes 

11 of this act. 

12 b. the Commissioner of Environmental Protection shall have the 

13 power, duty and authority to administer and enforce- all statutes, 

14 rules and regulations, except as otherwise provided by statute, 

15 relating to *[the operation and use of]* snowmobiles *[within the 

16 State,]* *on the pt~blic lands and waters nnder the jurisdiction of 

16A the Department of Environmental Protection* *[including : 

17 (1) use on State land and waters 

18 (2) promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes 

19 of this act.]* 

1 3. Except as otherwise provided, no snowmobile shall be operated 

2 or peTmitted to be operated within the jurisdiction of this State 

3 unless registered by the owner thereof as provided by this act. The 

4 Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of 

5 Law and Public Safety is authorized to register and assign a 

6 registration number to all snowmobiles, upon application and pay

7 ment of the appropriate fee in accordance with the following 

8 schedule: 

9 a. for each certificate of ownership, $3.00 initially; 

10 b. for each individual resident registration, $5.00 annually;
 

11 c. for each individual nonresident registration, $7.00 annually;
 

12 d. for each dealer registration, $25.00 annually;
 

13 e. for replacement of lost, mutilated or destroyed certificate,
 

14 $3.00;
 

15 f. for a duplicate registration, $1.00 at the time of issuance.
 

16 All such registrations shall be valid for a period of 1 year unless,
 

17 prior to expiration of the I-year period, it is surrendered, cancelled,
 

18 revoked or suspended pursuant to the provisions of this act.
 

1 4. Once a registration number is assigned, it shall remain with 

2 the registered snowmobile until the snowmobile is destroyed, 
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3 abandoned or permanently removed from the State, or until 

4 changed or terminated by the director. 

1 5. Such registrations shall be issued by the director or by agents 

2 as designated by him and shall be in such form as the director shall 

3 prescribe. The registration certificate shall be subject to inspection 

4 by any law enforcement officer on demand and shall be on the 

5 vehicle at all times when in operation. 

6 The registration number assigned to any snowmobile shall be dis

7 played on each side of the vehicle in such form, location and manner 

8 as prescribed by the director. 

9 Whenever ownership is transferred or the use of a snowmobile 

10 for which a registration certificate has already been issued is dis

11 continued, the old registration shall be properly signed and ex

12 ecuted by the owner, showing that the owenrship of the snowmobile 

13 has been transferred or its use discontinued, and returned to the 

14 director within 10 days of said event. If there is a change of owner

15 ship of a snowmobile for which a registration certificate has been 

16 previously issued, the new owner shall apply for a new registration 

17 certificate and set forth the original number in the application. He 

18 shall pay the regular fee for the particular snowmobile involved. 

19 The owner of any registration certificate issued under this section 

20 may obtain a duplicate from the division upon application and pay

21 ment of the fee prescribed. 

1 6. No registration shall be required: 
q 

'" a. For a snowmobile owned and operated over the snow on land 

3 on which a person lives or on lands to which he has a contractual 

4. right on which he is domiciled; 

5 b. For a snowmobile operated by a commercial ski area for the 

6 purpose of packing snow 01' for rescue operations thereon, unless 

7 the vehicle is required to cross a public way during such operation, 

8 in which case such registration certificate shall be required; 

9 c. For a snowmobile owned by the Federal Government, the 

10 State, county or municipal government or subdivision thereof. 

1 7. Any person who is in the business of selling snowmobiles in the 

2 State shall register as a dealer and secure a dealer's license from 

3 the director. 

4 Such license shall permit him to demonstrate snowmobiles for the 

5 purpose of sale only and he does not need to be individually regis

6 tered. Such dealer shall display his dealer's number on each snow

7 mobile being demonstrated. Upon the sale of said snowmobile, it 

" 8 shall then become the responsibility of the owner to register such 
.... ~ 

9 vehicle. 
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10 The dealer's license fee sha.ll be $25.00 and the license shall be 

11 renewable on July 1 of each year. 

12 The director may issue temporary numbers and registrations to 

13 bona fide dealers who request them subject to such rules and regu

14 lations as he may deem necessary. The· director shall receive a fee 

15 of $1.00 for each temporary plate. 

16 Upon the sale or exchange by a dealer of any snowmobile which 

17 requires numbering and registration, the purchaser may secure 

18 from the dealer a temporary number and registration to operate 

19 said snowmobile for a period of 10 consecutive days immediately 

20 following the date of sale, provided that the purchaser shall make 

21 application for a registration certificate and certificate of ownership 

22 from the director to replace the temporary Humber and registration 

23 certificate. The application and fee for the certificate of ownership, 

24 together with a copy of the temporary registratioo issued by the 

25 dealer, shall be forwarded by said dealer to the director within 48 

26 hours after the date of sale of the vehicle. The dealer shall affix the 

27 temporary number to the vehicle in a conspicuous place and shall 

28 clearly mark thereon the date issued, date of expiration and his 

29 New Jersey dealer's number. 

30 The temporary number is nontransferable and must be conspic

31 uously displayed on the vehicle. The operator of such vehicle shall 

32 have the temporary registration in his possession at all times while 

33 the vehicle is in operation. After the expiration of the 10-day 

34 period, the owner must remove and discard the temporary number. 

1 8. The registration provisions of this act shall not apply to non

2 resident owners who have complied with the registration and licens

3 ing laws of the state, province, district or country of residence, 

4 provided that the snowmobile is appropriately identified in 

5 accordance with the laws of the state of residence. Nothing in this 

6 section shall be construed to authorize the operation of any snow

7 mobile contrary to the provisions of this act. 

1 9. a. The registration numbers assigned to a snowmobile shall 

2 be displayed on the vehicle at all times in such manner as the 

3 director may, by regulation, prescribe. No number other than the 

4 number assigned to a snowmobile by the director or the identifica

5 tion number of the registration in another state, shall be painted, 

6 attached or otherwise displayed on either side of the· cowling except 

7 that racing numbers on a siIlowmobile being operated in prearranged 

8 organized special events may be temporarily displayed for the 

9 duration of the race. 

10 b. Dealer registration number shall conform to the requirements 

11 set forth in subparagraph (a) of this section with the exception 
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12 that the numbers assigned may be printed upon or attached to a 

13 removable plaque or plaques to be temporarily but firmly affixed to 

14 the· snowmobile being ,demonstrated or tested. 

15 c. Numbers issued to dealers and manufacturers for the purpose 

16 of demonstrating or testing, shall be used exclusively for these 

17 purposes and no other use, is permitted. 

1 10. Every person· operating a snowmobile registered or trans

2 ferred'in accordance with any of the provisions of this act shall 

3 upon demand of any peace officer; law enforcement officer, duly au~ 

4 thorized official of the Department of' Environmental Protection, 

5 police officer or motor vehicle inspector, produce for inspection the 

6 certificate of registration for such snowmobile and shall furnish to 

7 such officer any information necessary for-the identification of such 

8 snowmobile and its owner. The failure to produce the certificate of 

9 registration as proyided herein shall be presumptive evidence in 

10 any court of competent· jurisdiction· of operating a' snowmobile 

11 which is not registered as required by this act. 

1 11. It shall be the duty of every owner holding a certificate of 

2 registration to notify the division, in writing, of any change of 

3 residence of such person ·within 10 days after such change occurs, 

4 and to inscribe on such certificate, in the place provided,' a record 

5 of such change of residence. 

1 12. Whenever the ownership of a snowmobile is transferred or 

2 the use of a snowmobile for which a registration certificate has 

3 already been issued is discontinued, the old registration certificate 

4 shall be properly signed and executed by the owner showing that 

5 the ownership of the snowmobile has been transferred or its use 

6 discontinued and returned to the di,-ision within 10 days after 

I transfer or discontinuancr. If there is a change of ownership of a 

8 snowmobile for which a registration certificate has previously been 

9 issued, the new owner shall apply for a new certificate. He shall 

10 set forth the original number issued in the application accompanied 

11 by the old registration properly signed by the previous owner and 

12 with the required fee of $5.00 submit to the division, for registra

13 tion. In the event that such snowmobile was purchased through a 

14 bona fide dealer then said application must be accompanied by a 

15 dealer's form, as prescribed by the director, numbered, completed 

16 and signed by the dealer, or his agent and signed by the new owner. 

1 13. It shall be the duty of every owner of a snowmobile registered 

2 pursuant to this act to notify the division, in writing, of the destruc

3 tion, theft or- permanent removal of such snowmobile from the 

4 State, within 10 days thereafter; and in the event of the destruction 
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5 or theft of such, shall surrender the certificate of registration with 

6 such notice. 

1 14. No political subdivision of the State shall require additional 

2 licensing or registrat~on of snowmobiles which are covered by the 

3 provisions of this act. 

4 Nothing herein shall however prohibit the requirement of a 

5 permit by State or local parks for use of snowmobiles on park lands 

6 "'or in any way affect the authority of the Department of Environ

7 mental Protection, the commissioner thereof, or those responsible 

8 f01' the operation of a park from adopting rules and regulations 

9 concerning the use of snowmobiles*. 

1 15. "'[With a view of achieving maximum use of snowmobiles and 

2 minimizing the detrimental effect thereof upon the environment, 

3 the]'" "'The* commissioner*, with a view towa1'ds minimizing 

4 detrimental effects on the environment,'" shall aJopt rules and 

4A regulations relating to and including, but not limited to, tlle 

4B following: 

5 a. use of snowmobiles insofar as fish, wildlife and plantlife 

6, resources are affected; 

7 b. use of snowmobiles on public lands and waters under the juris

8 diction of the Department of Environmental Protection. 

9 *[c. requircments for the protection of private property or in

10 tel'ests therein occasioned by the use of snowmobilcs.]* 

1 16. The Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall adopt 

2 rules and regulations relating to and including, but not limited to: 

3 a. Specifications relating to equipment required for safety as 

4 provided herein. 

5 b. Specifications relating to snowmobile mufflers and the limita-

G tions on decibels of sound emitted by snowmobiles. 

'i c. Establishment of a comprehensive snowmobile information 

8 and safety education and training program, including provision for 

9 issuance of snowmobile safety certificates fo.r operation of snow

10 mobile:s by youthful operators. 

11 d. The regulations pertaining to and the granting of permits for 

12 the conduct of all prearranged special events as provided in this 

13 act'~, except those conducted on public lands and waters under the 

14 jurisdiction of the Department of Environmental Protection"'. 

1 17. No person under the age of *[10]'" "'14'" years shall operate 

2 or be permitted to operate any snowmobile. 

I 18. No person shall operate a snowmobile upon controlled access 

2 highways or within the right-of-way limits thereof. 

3 No person shall operate a snowmobile upon the main traveled 

4 portion or the plowed snow banks of any public street or highway 

5 except as follows: 
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6 a. Properly registered snowmobiles may cross, as directly as 

7 possible, public streets or highways, except controlled access high

8 ways, proyided that such crossing can be made in safety and that 

9 it does not interfere with the free movement of vehicular traffic 

10 approaching from either direction on such public street or high

11 way. Prior to making any such crossing, the operator shall bring 

12 the snowmobile to a complete stop. It shall be the responsibility of 

13 the operator of a snowmobile to yield the right of way to all 

14 vehicular traffic upon any public street or highway before crossing 

15 same. 

16 b. Whenever it is impracticable to gain immediate access to an 

17 area adjacent to a public way where a snowmobile is to be operated, 

18 such snowmobile may be operated adjacent and parallel to such 

19 public way for the purpose of gaining access to the area of opera

20 tion. This subsection shall apply to the operation of a snowmobile 

21 from the point where it is unloaded from a motorized conveyance 

22 to the area where the snowmobile is to be operated, or from the 

23 area where operated to a motorized conveyance when such loading 

24 or unloading cannot be effected in the immediate vicinity of the 

25 area of op€ration without causing a hazard to vehicular traffic 

26 approach~ng from either direction on said public street or highway. 

27 Such loading or unloading must be accomplished with due regard 

28 to safety, at the nearest possible point to the area of operation. 

29 Under no circumstances, except as provided, is a snowmobile to 

30 be operated on the main traveled portion of a street or highway, 

31 or that portion of a street or highway that has been plowed or on 

32 a snow bank immediately adjacent to the plowed portion of the 

33 street or highway, nnlef's snch operation is conducted for the sole 

34 purpose of crossing a public street or highway as provided above. 

35 c. Snowmobiles may be operated on that portion of a public way 

36 that is not maintained or utilized for the operation of conventional 

37 motor type vehicles. 

1 19. It shall be unlawful for:
 

2 a. Any person to operate any snowmobile in a reckless or care

3. less manner or at excessive speeds.
 

4 b. Any p€rson to operate any snowmobile while under the lll 

5 fluence of intoxicating beverages or drugs.
 

6 c. Any person to operate any snowmobile in a manner which is
 

7 drungerous to persons or property.
 

8 d. Any person under the age of 14 years to operate any 8110W


9 mobile when crossing a public street or highway maintained for
 

10 travel. 

w _ •-~ 
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11 e. Any person to operate or ride las a passenger. ,on any snow

12 mobile without wearing a crash helmet. Any &uch helmet ,shall be 

13 'of a type acceptable for use in conjunction with motorcycles under 

14 ' the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Laws. 

15 f. Any person to operate a snowmobile that is not equipped with 

16 working head lights, tail lights, brakes and proper mufflers as 

17 supplied by the motor manufacturer for the particular model with

;18 out modifications, nor shaUany person ,operate any snowmobile in 

19 such a manner as to cause a harsh, objectionable or ,unreasonable 

20 nOIse. 

21 g. Any person to operate a snowmobile at any time -and in any 

22 manner intended or reasonably to be expected to harass, drive, or 

'23 pursue any wildlife. 

24 h. Any person to operate any snowmobile ,during thehQurs from 

25 ~ hour before sunset to ~ hour after sunrise without having 

26 lighted headlights and lighted tail lights. 

27 i. Any person to operate any snowmobile on the land of another 

28 without first securing .the *written* permission of the landowner or 

29 his duly authorized representative. 

30 *j. Any person to operate a snowmobile upon railroad or right

31 of-way of an oper(ding railroad, except railroad personnel in the 

32 performance of their d'tdies. 

33 k. Any person to violate any provision of this act or any rule or 

34 regulation adopted pnrsuant to this act.* 

1 20. a. No snowmobile shall be operated or' permitted to be 

2 operated unless the owner thereof has obtained a policy of in

3 surance, in such language and form as shall be determined by the 

4 Commissioner of the Department of Insurance,' from ,an insurance 

5 carrier authorized to do business in this State, the terms of which 

6 policy shall indemnify anyone person sustaining bodily injury or 

7 the death of one person in any one accident in the amount of 

8 $10,000.00, and, subject to said limit of one person, to ,a limit of 

9 $20,000.00, because of bodily injury to or death of two ,or more per

10 sons in any one accident, and to a limit of .$5,000.00, because of 

11 injury to or destruction of property: of others in ,anyone accident, 

12 for damages arising out of the ,negligent operation of said snow

13 mobile. In lieu of such insurance coverage,as·hereinabove provided, 

14 the director, in his discretion and upon ,application of the State 

15 or a municipality having registered in its name one or more, snow

16 mobiles, may waive the requirement of insurance by a private in

17 surance carrier and issue a certificate of self-insurance, when he is 

18 satisfied of financial ability to respond to judgments obt.ained 
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19 against it or them, arising out of the ownership, use 01' operation of 

20 such snowmobile. 

21 b. Proof of insurance as hereinabove required shall be produced 

22 and displayed by the owner or operator of such snowmobile upon 

23 request to any law enforcement officer or to any person who has 

24 suffered or claims to have suffered either personal injury or prop

25 erty damage as a result of the operation of such snowmobile by the 

26 owner or operator. 

27 c. An owner of a snowmobile who shall operate or permit the 

28 same to be operated without having in full force and effect the re

29 quired liability insurance coverage, and any other person who shall 

30 operate any snowmobile with the kno\vledge that the owner thereof 

31 does not have in full force and effect such insurance coverage shall 

32 be guilty of a violation of this act and be subject to a fine of not 

33 less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00. 

34 d. The director is hereby authorized to promulgate reasonable 

35 regulations to provide E'ffective administration and enforcement of 

36 the provisions of this section in accordanee with the purposes 

37 thereof. 

1 21. The operator of any snowmobile involved in an accident 

2 resulting in injuries or death of any person or property damage to 

3 the estimated amount of $50.00 or more, or some person acting for 

4 him, or the owner of the snowmobile having knowledge of the 

5 accident should the operator of the same be unknovm, shall m1

6 mediately report any such accident to the nearest law enforcement 

7 officer or agency and send a copy to the director. 

1 22. The director may authorize the holding of organized special 

2 events. He shall adopt and may, from time to time, amend rules and 

3 regulations determining the special events which shall be subject 

4: to division permit and designating the equipment and facilities 

5 necessary for safe operation of snowmobiles and for the safety of 

6 operators, participants, and observers in such special events. 

7 Whenever such special eYent requiring permit of the division is 

8 proposed to be held in the State of New Jersey, the person in charge 

9 thereof shall, at least 60 days prior thereto, file an application with 

10 the director to hold such special event. The application shall set 

11 forth the date of and location where it is proposed to hold such rally, 

12 race, exhibition, or organized event, and such other information as 

13 the director may require, and it shall not be conducted without 

14 written authorization of the director. Copies of such regulations 

15 shall be furnished by the division to any person making an applica

16 tion therefor. 
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17 Any person sponsoring the event who shall violate any regulation 

18 adopted pursuant to this section shall for every such violation be. 

19 subject to a fine not to exceed $250.00. 

1 23. Snowmobiles operated at special events shall be exempt from 

2 the provisions of this act concerning registration, mufflers and 

3 lights during the time of such operation, including all prerace 

4 practice at the location of said meet. 

1 24. All snowmobiles operating within the State of New .Jersey 

2 shall be equipped with: 

:3 a. Headlights. At lea:'lt one white or amber headlamp haying a 

4 minimum candlepower of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and 

;) nhicles at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead during hours of 

6 darkness under normal atmospheric conditions. 
oI b. Taillig·ht....~ t least Olle red taillan1p llaYing a minimum candle

S power of sufficient intensity to exhibit a red light plainly Yisible 

9 from a distance of 500 feet to the rear during hours of darkness 

10 under normal atmospheric C'onditions. 

11 c. Brakes. A brake system in good mechanical condition. 

12 d. Reflector material. Reflector material of a minimum area of 

13 16 square inches mounted on each side of the cowling. Registration 

14 numbers or other decorative material, may be included in computing 

15 the required 16-square-inch area. 

16 e. Mufflers. An adequate muffler system in good working COlJ

17 dition. From and aft.er .June 1, 1973, no snowmobile manufactured 

18 after June 1, 1973, shall be sold or offered for sale, unless it is 

19 equipped with a muffler that limits engine noise to not more than 82 

20 decibels as measured on the" A" scale at 50 feet. From and after 

21 June 1, 1975, no such snowmobile manufactured after June 1, 1975, 

22 shall be sold or offered for sale unless such muffler system limits 

23 engine noise to not more than 73 decibels. 

1 25. Inspection and testing. The director may adopt rules and 

2 regulations with respeC't. to the inspection of snowmobiles and the 

3 testing of snowmobile mufflers. 

1 26. No person shall have for sale, sell, or offer for sale in this 

2 State any snowmobile 'shieh fails to comply with the provisions of 

3 this aet or which does not comply with the specifications for such 

4 equipment required by the rules and regulations of the director 

5 after the effective date of such rules and regulations. 

1 27. No person under the age of 14 years shall operate a 5now

2 mobile "[except upon la11(ls owned 01' leased by his parent or 

3 guardian unless he is accompanied by a persoll 14 years of ag'e or 

4 oyer." Leased lands" as herein used shall not include lands leased 
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5 by an organization of which said operator 01' his parent 01' guardiall 

6 is a member]. 

1 "[28. Snowmobile safety certificate. On and after OctobC'l' 1, 

2 1973, except as otherwise provided in tllis act, no persoll 10 :,'ears 

3 and over and wbo bas not reached his fourteenth birthda:," slwll 

4 operate a snowmobile in this State, €'xcept upon lands of his parent 

5 or guardian unless and until he bas received safety training as pre

6 scribed by the director and has received the appropriate snowmobile 

7 safety certificate issued by the director.]* 

1 *[29. The failure of such a youthful operator to exhibit a snow

2 mobile safety certificate upon demand to any officer having au

3 thority to enforce the provisions of this act, shall be presumptive 

4 evidence that such person is not the holder of such certificate.]* 

1 "'[30. After October 1, 1973, no owner of a snowmobile shall au

2 thorize or permit the operation thereof within the State by any 

:-3 person under the age of 14 years unless the operator is the holder 

4 of a valid snowmobile safety certificate or except as authorized by 

5 this act.]" 

1 *[31.]* *.28." "Whenever any snowmobile meets with an accident 

2 involving a loss of life, personal injury or damage to property and 

3 the operator thereof has knowledge of such accident, he shall stop 

4 and give his name and address, the llame and address of the owner 

5 thereof and the l'flgistration number assigned to said snowmobile 

6 to the injured person or the person sustaining the damage, or to 

7 a police officer, or in case no police officer nor the person sustaining' 

S the damage is present at the place where the damage occurred then 

9 he shall immediately report as soon as physically able, the same to 

10 the nearest law enforcement agency. 

1 *[32.]" "'.2.').* A police, sheriff, judicial officC'r or RtatC' police 

2 officer who investigates or receives information of an accident ill

3 volving a snowmobile shall make a written report of the investig-a

4 tion or information received, and such additional facts relating to 

5 the accident as may come to his knowledge and mail the same 

6 within 48 hours to the division and keep a record thereof in his 

7 office. 

1 *[33.]'.; *30.'.; Failure of such persons to give notice of any acci

2 dent requiring notice shall be prima facie evidence that such acci

3 dent was not reported. 

1 ~'[34.]" ~'31.'" Every law enforcement officer in the StatC', illclud

2 ing authorized officers of the Division of .Motor Vehicles, Depart

3 ment of Environmental Protection, forest rangers and State park 

4 police and other designated officers and employees of the depart

5 ment shall enforce this act "'within thei1' 1'espective jttrisclictions"'. 
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1 *[35.]* *32.* 'rIlE' (lireetor shall bf' authorized to prescribe the 

2 form of summons and complaint on all cases involving a violation 

:~ of :my provision of thi~ net or of any ordinance, rule or regulation 

4 l'l'latillg' to snowmohil('~, or of ml~' class or catpg'or~' of sneh CHf;(,S, 

;) ancl to establish procedures for propel' administrative controls 0\'('1' 

G the disposition thereof. 

1 *[36.]~' *83. '" The chief executive officer of each local police force 

2 including county 01' mnnicipal police departments, sheriffs, and the 

;3 Superintendent of State Police shall prE'pare or cause to be prE'

4: parcel such records and reports as may he prescribed hereuneler. 

1 *[37.T *34.* The director shall have the power to adopt such 

:2 rules and regulations as may be deemed necessary to accomplish 

:3 the purposes and enforce the provisions of this section including 

4 requirpments for reporting by trial courts having jurisdiction over 

;) snowmobile violations. 

G Any person who disposes of any uniform snowmobile summons 01' 

7 complaint in any other manner than that prescribed by law, rule or 

8 regulation shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

1 *[38.]" *35." 'When a snowmobile summons has been served by a 

2 peace office!' in cases of violation of any provision of this act or any 

3 ordinance, rule or regulation enacted pursuant thereto or pursuant 

4 to any other law relating to snowmobiles, any chief, deputy chief, 

5 captain, lieutenant or acting lieutenant, sergeant, or acting ser

6 geant of a police department, or any sheriff, undersheriff, chief 

7 deputy, deputy sergeant or deputy in charge of snowmobiles main

S tained by any sheriff in any county to whom the service of the 

9 snowmobile summons is reported, is hereby authorized to admin

10 ister to such peace officer all necessary oaths in connection with the 

11 execution of the complaint to be presented in court by such peace 

12 officer in the prosecution of such offense, but a complaint need not 

13 be verified provided it shall be affirmed under penalty of perjury. 

1 *[39.1" "'36.* An action to recover any penalty imposed under 

2 the provisions of this act may be brought in any court of competen.t 

3 jurisdiction in this State on order of the director *or the Depa,rt

4 ment of Environmental Protection" and in the name of the people 

;) of the State of New Jersey. In any action all penalties incurred 

6 up to tho time of commencing the action may be sued for and re

I covored therein and the commencement of an action to recover any 

8 such penalty shall not be, or be held to be, a waiver of the right to 

9 recover any other penalty. In case of recovery of allY amount in·· 

10 an action brought to recover any such penalty the people shall be 

11 entitled to recover full costs, of course, and at the rates provided 

12 for civil actions. 
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1 *[40.]*'~ 37. * No person shall be excused from testifying or 

2 producing any books, papers or other documents in any civil action 

3 to recover any such penalty, upon the ground that his testimony 

4 might tend to convict him of a crime, 01' to subj0ct him to a penHlt~· 

3 or forfeiture. But no person shall be prosecuted, punished or sub

6 jected to any penalt~T of forfeiture for or on account of any SUC]l 

7 act, transaction, matter or thing concerning which he shall, under 

8 oath, have testified or produced documentary eyidence and no te'sti

9 mony so given or producpd shall be received against bim upon an~' 

10 criminal investigation or proceeding; provided, however, that no 

11 pprson so testifying' shall he exempt from prosecution 01' punish

12 m0nt for an~T perjury committed by him in his testimony. Not1ling 

13 11('r0in contained is intended to give, or shall he construed as in an~' 

14 manner giving, unto an~' corporation, immunit~· of an~- kind. 

1 *[41.]* *//8.* A defendant charged with a violation of an~T pro

2 vision of t1lis act may himself plead guilty to the ellarge in ope11 

~ court. H0 ma~T also submit to the' judge having jurisdiction, ill 

4 person, h~' dul~T authorized agent, 01' h~T regist0red mail, a stat(·

;) m011t, a. that h0 waives arraig1lm<mt in open court and tlw <lid of 

G counsel, h. that he pleads guilty to the offense as eharged, e. that lle 

7 elect!" and requests that tlle charge be disposed of and tlw filw or 

8 penalt~T fixed by the court, d. any explanation that he desires to 

9 make eoncerning the offense charged, and e. that he makes all 

10 statements under penalty of perjury. Thereupon the judge ma~' 

11 proceed as though the defendant had been convicted upon a plea of 

12 guilty in open eourt, provided, however, that any imposition of 

13 fine or penalty hereunder shall be deemed tentati,'e until such fine 

14 or penalty shall have been paid and diseharged in full. If Up011 

15 receipt of the aforesaid statement the judge shall deny the same, he 

16 sllall thereupon notify the defendant of this fact, amI that he is 

17 required to appear before the said magistrate at a stated time and 

18 place to answer the charge wlJich shall thereafter be disposed of 

19 pursuant to the applicable provisions of law. 

1 *[42.T~ *39.* The court or judge before whom any person sllall 

2 be tried, 01' the clerk of the court, if there be a elerk, shall at the 

:3 termination of such trial 01' proceeding, forthwith mail 01' deliv8l' 

4 to the division a certified statement of the disposition of the case OJ' 

5 proceeding, giving the date thereof, the name of the clefendailt, tbe 

6 date and place of the violation, the name of each witness sworn in 

7 support of the clw.rges, and tlle amount of the fine or pewl1ty paid. 

1 *[43.]* *40.'" Tllc provisions of seetions'[39 to 431" "'.% to 

2 40* shall in no way prohibit the prosecution of violations of this act 

3 in anv court of eompetent jurisdietion in the same manner as other 

4 offenses and crimes. 
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1 1;[44.]* *41.* Any person who shall violate any provisions of this 

2 act or any rule or regulation *[of the division]" promulgated pur

3 suant to this act shall be guilty of a violation and be punished by a 

4 fine of not "[less than $5.00 nor]1; more than $100.00. 

1 *[45.]* *42.* The director may suspend 01' re'Toke a dealer's 

2 registration certificate, a snowmobile safety certificate and permits 

3 for special events upon satisfactory proof of violation of any pro

4 \'isions of this act or rules and regulationi:l promulgated pursuant 

,) thereto. upon said suspension 01' revocation all rights and 

6 privileges accruing to such registrant, youthful operator or per

7 mittee shall terminate. 

1 *[46.]* "43.* On the first day of each month or within 10 days 

2 thereafter, all fines and penalties collected for violations of this act 

B under judgment of any court, shall be paid over by such court 01' 

4 justice to the State 'rreasurer, with a statement accompanying the 

;) same, setting forth the action 01' proceeding in which such moneys 

6 were collected, the name and residence of the defendant, the nature 

7 of t.he offense, and the fines and penalty impoi:lel1. 

1 *[47.]'" *44.* Tbe director shall deposit all 111one)'s recei"ed by 

:2 him from the registration of snowmobiles, the sale of snowmobile 

3 registration information, snowmobile publications and other 

4 services provided by the department, all fines and penalties result

j ing from violations of tbis act in regard to the operation and use of 

6 snowmobiles and all fees collected by llim under this act to the 

7 credit of the General 'rreasury. 

1 ':<[48.]* *45.* "[It is the intent that upon the enactment of this act 

2 into law all proceedings undertaken thereafter relative to the 

3 operation and. use of snowmobiles in the State, as defined in this act, 

4 shall be administered under the authority of and by the provisions 

.) contained. in this act.]* If any clause, sentence, paragraph or part 

6 of this act shall, for any reason be adjudged by any court of 

7 competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, 

i:l impair 01' inntlidate the remainder thereof but shall be confined in 

9 its operation to tIle clause, sentence, paragraph or part tllereof, 

10 directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall 

11 have been rendered. 

1 *[49.]'~ "46.~' This act shall take effect 120 days after its 

2 enactment. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 870 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MARCH 20,1972 

By Assemblymen LITTELL, IMPERIALE, WEIDEL, FORAN, 

EVERS, BASSANO, P ARETI, SPIZZIRI, RYS, HURLEY and 

WOODSON 

Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and 

Natural R-esources 

AN ACT concerning snowmobiles and providing for their registra

tion and regulating the operation thereof. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Sena.te and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. As used in this act:
 

2 a. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Environmental
 

3 Protection of the Department of Environmental Protection.
 

4 b. "Director" means the Director of the Division of Motor
 

.'	 5 Vehicles in the Department of Law and Public Safety. 

6 c." Snowmobile" means any engine-drawn vehicle, designed 

7 primarily to travel over ice or snow, of a type which uses sled type 

8 runners, skis, an endless belt tread, cleats, low-pressure tires or any 

9 combination of these or other similar means of contact with the 

10 surface upon which it is operated, but does not include any farm 

11 tractor, highway or other construction equipment, or any military 

12 or law enforcement vehicle. 

13 d. "Dealer" means every person engaged in the business of buy

14 ing, selling or exchanging snowmobiles· at wholesale or retail, and 

15 who has an established place of business. 

16 e." Special event" means an organized race, exhibition or demon

17 stration of limited duration which is conducted according to a pre

18 arranged schedule and in which general public interest is 

19 manifested. 

20 f." Snowmobile operator's certificate" means a certificate issued 

21 by the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles evidencing that 

22 the holder thereof has snccessfully completed an approved course 

23 of instruction in snowmobile operation and safety as hereinafter 

24 provided. 
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1 2. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act: 

2 a. the director shall have the power, duty and authority to admin

3 ister and enforce all statutes, rules and regulations, except as o!theI'

4 wise provided b:r ~tatute, relating to the operation and use of snow

:) mobiles within the State, including but not limited to the following: 

6 (1) registration, identification, numbering and classification 

7 (2) equipment 

8 (3) standards of safety 

9 (4) educational programs 

10 (5) promulgate rules and regulation to effectuate the purposes
 

11 of this act.
 

12 b. the Commissioner of Environmental Protection shall have the
 

13 power, duty and authority to administer and enforce all statutes~
 

14 rules and regulations, except as otherwise provided by statute,
 

15 relating to the operation and use of snowmobiles within the State,
 

16 including:
 

17 (1) use on State land and waters
 

18 (2) promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes
 

19 of this act.
 

] 3. Except as otherwise provided, no snowmohile shall be operated 

2 or permitted to be operated within the jurisdiction of this State 

3 unless registered by the owner thereof as provided by this act. The 

4 Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles in the Department of 

5 Law and Public Safety is authorized to register and assign a 

6 reg'istration number to all snowmobiles, upon application and pay

7 ment of the appropriate fee in accordance with the following 

8 schedule: 

9 a. for each certificate of ownership, $3.00 initially; 

10 b. for each individual resident registration, $5.00 annually;
 

11 c. for ('ach individual nonresident registration, $7.00 annually;
 

12 d. for each dealer regi stration, $25.00 annually;
 

13 e. for replacement of lost, mutilated or de!stroyed certiiicate,
 

14 $3.00;
 

15 f. for a duplicate registration, $1.00 at the time of issuance.
 

16 All such registrations shall be valid for a period of 1 year unless,
 

17 prior to expiration of the I-year period, it is surrendered, cancelled,
 

18 revoked or suspended pursuant to the provisions of this act.
 

1 4. Once a registration number is assigned, it shall remain with 

2 the registered snowmobile until the snowmobile is destroyed, 

3 abandoned 01' permanently removed from the State, or until 

4 changed or terminated by the director. 

1 ;'). Sueh registrations shall be issued by the director or by agents 

:2 (l:-; de~igl1ated h;' him and shall be in sneh form as the director shall 
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3 prescribe. The registration certificate shall be subject to inspection 

4 by any law enforcement officer OIl demand and shall be on the 

5 vehicle at all times ,\Then in operation. 

6 Theregistration number assigned to any snowmobile shall be dis

7 played on each side of the vehicle in such form, location and manner 

8 as prescribed by the director. 

9 Whenever ownership is transferred or the use of a snowmobile 

10 for which a registration certificate has already been issued is Jis

11 continued, the old registration shall be properly signed and ex

12 ecuted by the owner, showing that the owenrship of the snowmobile 

13 has been transferred or its use discontinued, and returned to the 

14 director within 10 days of said event. If there is a change of owner

15 ship of a snowmobile for which a registration certificate has been 

16 previously issued, the new owner shall apply for a new registration 

17 certificate and set forth the original number in the application. He 

18 shall pay the regular fee for the particular snowmobile involved. 

19 The owner of any registration certificate issued under this section 

20 may obtain a duplicate from the division upon application and pay

21 ment of the fee prescribed. 

1 6. No registration shall be required: 

~ a. For a snowmobile owned and operated over the snow on land 

3 on which a person lives or on lands to which he has a contractual 

l,~~'. 4 right on which he is domiciled; 

5 b. For a snowmobile operated by a commercial ski area for the 

6 purpos,e of packing snow or for rescue operations thereon, unless 

7 the vehicle is required to cross a public way during such operation, 

8 in which case such registration certificate shall be required; 

9 c. For a snowmobile owned by the Federal Government, the 

10 State, county or municipal government or subdivision thereof. 

1 7. Any person who is in the business of selling snowmobiles ill the 

2 State shall register as a dealer and secure a dealer's license from 

3 the director. 

4 Such license shall permit him to demonstrate snowmobiles for the 

5 purpose of sale only and he does not need to be individually regis

6 tered. Such dealer shall display his dealer's number on each snow

7 mobile being demonstrated. Upon the sale of said snowmobile, it 

8 shall then become the responsibility of the owner to register such 

9 vehicle. 

10 The dealer's license fee shall be $25.00 and the license shall he 

11 renewabl,e on July 1 of each year. 

12 The director may issue temporary numbers and registrations to 

13 bona fide dealers who request them subject to such rules and regu
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14 lations as he may deem necessary. The director shall receive a fee 

15 of $1.00 for each temporary plate. 

Hj Upon the Bale or exchange by a dealer of any snowmobile which 

17 requires numbering and registration, the purchaser may secure 

18 from the dealer a temporary number and registration to operate 

19 said snowmobile for n period of 10 consecutive days immediately 

20 following the date of sale, provided that the purchaser shall make 

21 application for a registration certificate and certificate of ownership 

22 from the director to replace the temporary number and registration 

23 certificate. The application and fee for the certificate of ownership, 

24 together with a copy of the temporary registration issued by the 

25 dealer, shall be forwarded by said dealer to the director within 48 

26 hours after the date of sale of the vehicle. The dealer shall affix the 

27 temporary number to the vehicle in a conspicuous place and shall 

28 clearly mark thereon the date issued, date of expiration and his 

29 New Jersey dealer's number. 

30 The temporary number is nontransferable and must be conspic

31 uously displayed on the vehicle. The operator of such vehicle shall 

32 have the temporary registration in his possession at aU times while 

33 the vehicle is in operation. After the expiration of the 10-day 

34 period, the owner must remove and discard the temporary number. 

1 8. The registration provisions of this act shall not apply to non

2 resident owners who have complied with the registration and lioens

3 ing laws of the state, province, district or country of residence, 

4 provided that the snowmobile is appropriately identified in 

5 accordance with the laws of the state of residence. Nothing in this 

6 section shall be construed to authorize the operation of any snow

7 mobile contrary to the provisions of this act. 

1 9. a. The registration numbers assigned to a snowmobile shall 

2 be displayed on the vehicle at all times in such manner as the 

B director may, by regulation, prescribe. No number other than the 

4 number assigned to a snowmobile by the director or the identifica

5 tion number of the registration in another state, shall be painted, 

6 attached or otherwise displayed on either side of the cowling except 

7 that racing numbers on a &nowmobile being operated in prearranged 

8 organized special e,vents may be temporarily displayed for the 

9 duration of the race. 

10 b. Dealer registration number shall conform to the requirements 

11 set forth in subparagraph (a) of this section with the exception 

12 that the nunlbers assigned may be printed upon or attached to a 

13 removable plaque or plaques to be temporarily but firmly affixed to 

14 the snowmobile being demonstrated or tested. 
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15 c. Numbers issued to dealers and manufacturers for the purpose 

16 of demonstrating or testing, shall be used exclusively for these 

17 purposes and no other use is permitted. 

1 10. Every person operating a snowmobile registered or trans

2 ferred in accordance with any of the provisions of this act shall 

3 upon demand of any peace officer, law enforcement officer, duly au

4 thorized official of the Department of Environmental Protection, 

5 police officer or motor vehicle inspector, produce for inspection the 

6 certificate of registration for such sno\vmobile and shall furnish to 

7 such officer any information necessary for the identification of such 

8 snowmobile and its owner. The failure to produce the certificate of 

9 registration as provided herein shall be presumptive evidence in 

10 any court of competent jurisdiction of operating a snowmobile 

11 which is not regist0red as required by this act. 

1 11. It shall be the duty of every owner holding a certificate of 

2 registration to notify the division, in writing, of any change of 

3 residence of such person within 10 days after such change occurs, 

4 and to inscribe on such certificate, in the place provided, a record 

5 of such change of residence. 

1 12. Whenever the ownership of a snowmobile is transferred or 

2 the use of a snowmobile for which a registration certificate has 

3 already been issued is discontinued, the old registration certificate 

4 shall be properly signed and executed by the owner showing that 

5 the ownership of the snowmobile has been transferred or its use 

6 discontinued and returned to the division within 10 days after 

7 transfer or discontinuance. If there is a change of ownership of a 

8 sno\vmobile for which a registration certificate has previously been 

9 issued, the new owner shall apply for a new certificate. He shall 

10 set forth the original number issued in the application accompanied 

11 hy the old registration properly signed by the previous o\vner and 

12 with the required fee of $5.00 submit to the division, for registra

13 tion. In the event that such snowmohile was purchased through a 

14 bona fide dealer then said application must be accompanied by a 

15 dealer's form, as prescribed by the director, numbered, completed 

16 and signed by the dealer, or his agent and signed by the new owner. 

1 13. It shall be the duty of every owner of a snowmobile registered 

2 pursuant to this act to notify the division, in writing, of the destruc

3 tion, theft or permanent removal of such snowmobile from the 

4 State, within 10 days thereafter; and in the eve.nt of the destrnction 

5 or theft of such, shall surrender the certificate of registration with 

6 such notice. 

1 14. No political subdivision of the State shall require additional 
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2 lic-ensing or registration of snowmobiles which are covered by the 

3 provisions of this act. 

4 othing herein shall however prohibit the requirement of a 

5' permit by State or local parks for use of snowmobiles on park lands. 

1 15. With a view of achieving maximum use of snowmobil-es and 

2 minimizing the detrimental effect thereof upon the enviroounent, the 

3 commissioner shall adopt rules and regulations relating to and in

4 cluding, but not limited to, the following: 

5 a. use of snowmobiles insofar as fish, wildlife and plantlife 

6 resources are affected; 

7 b. use of snowmobiles on public lands and waters unde,r the juris

8 diction of the Department of Environmental Protection. 

9 c. requirements for the protection of private property or lll

10 terests therein occasioned by the use of snowmobiles. 

1 IG. The Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles shall adopt 

2 rules and reg'ulations relating to and including, but not limited to: 

3: a. Specifications relating to equipment required for safety as 

4 provided herein. 

5 b. Specifications relating to snowmobile mufilers and the limita

6 tions on decibels of sound emitted by snowmobiles. 

7 c. Establishment of a comprehensive snowmobile information 

8 and safety education and training program, including provision for 

9 issuance of snowmobile safety certificates for operation of snow

10 mobiles by youthful operators. 

11 d. The regulations pertaining to and the granting of permits for 

12 the conduct of all prearranged special events as provided in this act. 

1 17. No person under the age of 10 years shall operate or be per

2 mitted to operate any snowmobile. 

I ]8, No person shall operate a sno\vmobile upon controlled access 

2 highways or within the right-of-way limits thereof. 

:1 No person shall operate a snowmobile upon the main traveled 

4 portion 01' the plowed snow banks of any public street or highway 

5 except as follo\\'s : 

() a. Properly registered snowmobiles may cross, as directly as 

I possible, public strCf'ts or highways, except controlled access high

8 ways, provided that snch crossing can he made in safety and that 

9 it does not interfere with the free movement of vehioular traffic 

10 approaching from either direction on such public street or high

11 way. Prior to making any such crossing, the operator shall bring 

12 the snowmobile to a complete stop. It shall be the re.sponsibility of 

B the operator of a snowmobile to yield the right of way to all 

14 vehicular traffic upon any public street: or highway before crossing 

15 same. 
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16 b. Whenever it is impracticable to gain immediate access to an 

17 area adjacent to a public way where a snowmobile is to be operated, 

18 such snowmobile may be operated adjacent and parallel to such 

19 public way for the purpose of gaining access to the area of operH

20 tion. This subsection shall apply to the operation of a snowmobile 

21 from the point where it is unloaded from a motorized conveyance 

22 to the are.a, where the snowmobile is to be operated, or from the 

23 area where operated to a motorized conveyance when such loading 

24 or unloading cannot be effected in the immediate vicinity of the 

25 area of oPeration withont causing a hazard to vehicular t raffle 

26 approachi1ng from either direction on said public street or highway. 

27 Such loading or unloading must be accomplished with due regard 

28 to safety, at the ne-arest possible point to the area of operation. 

29 Under no circumstances, except as provided, is a snowmobile to 

30 be operated on the main tnweled portion of a street or highway, 

31 or that portion of a street or highway that has been plowed or all 

32 a snow bank immediately adjacent to the plowed portion of the 

33 street or highway, unless sneh operation is conducted for the sale 

34 purpose of crossing a public street or highway as provided above. 

35 c. Snowmobiles may be operated on that portion of a public way 

36 that is not maintained or utilized for the operation of conventional 

37 motor type vehicles. 

1 19. It shall be unlawful for:
 

2 a. Any person to operate any snowmobile in a reckless or eare

::l, less mann(>r or at exeessive speeds.
 

4 b. Any person to operate any snowmobile while under the lll 

5 fluence of intoxicating beverages or drugs.
 

G c. Any person to operate any snowmobile in a manner which is
 

7 damgerous to persons or property.
 

8 d. Any person under the age of 14 years to operate any snow


9 mobile when crossing a public street or highway maintained for
 

10 travel. 

11 e. Any person to operate or ride as a passenger on any sno,\'

12 mobile without wearing a crash helmet. An:v such helmet shall be 

13 of a type acceptable for use in conjunction with motorcycles under 

14 the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Laws. 

15 f. Any person to operate a snowmobile that is not equipped with 

16 working head lights, tail lights, brakes and proper mufflers as 

17 supplied by the motor manufacturer for the pa.rticular model with

18 out modifications, nor shall any perSOll operate any snowmohile in 

19 such a manner as to canse a harsh, objectionable or unreasonable 

20 nOIse. 
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21 g. Any person to operate a snowmobile at any time and in any 

22 manner intended or reasonably to be expected to harass, drive or 

23 pursue any wildlife. 

24 h. Any person to operate any snowmobile during the hours from 

25 ~ hour before sunset to ~ hour after sunrise without having 

26 lighted headlights and lighted tail lights. 

27 i. Any person to operate any snowmobile on the land of another 

28 without first securing the permission of the landowner or his duly 

29 authorized representative. 

1 20. a. No snowmobile shall be operated or permitted to be 

2 operated unless the owner thereof has obtained a policy of Ill

3 surance, in such language and form as shall be determined by the 

4 Commissioner of the Department of Insurance, from an insurance 

5 carrier authorized to do business in this State, the terms of which 

6 policy shall indemnify a.ny one person sustaining bodily injury or 

7 the death of one person in anyone accident in the amount of 

8 $10,000.00, and, subject to said limit of one person, to a limit of 

9 $20,000.00, because of bodily injury to or death of two or more per

10 sons iill anyone accident, and to a limit of $5,000.00, because of 

11 injury to or destruction of property of others in anyone accident, 

12 for damages arising out of the negligent operation of said snow

13 mobile. In lieu of such inslll'ance coverage as hereinabove provided, 

14 the director, in his discretion and upon application of the State 

15 or a municipality having registered in its name one or more sno\\'

16 mobiles, may wui'"e the requirement of insurance by a private in

17 surance carrier and issue a certificate of self-insurance, ·when he is 

18 satisfied of financial ability to respond to judgments obtained 

19 against it or them, flrising out of the ownership, use or operation of 

20 such snowmobile. 

21 b. Proof of insurance as hereinabove required shall be produced 

22 and displayed by the owner or operator of such snowmobile upon 

23 request to any law enforcement officer or to any person who has 

24 suffered or claims to have suffered either personal injury or prop

25 erty damage as a result of the operation of such snowmobile by the 

26 owner or operator. 

27 c. An owner of a snowmobile who shall operate or permit the 

28 same to be operated without having in full force and effect the re

29 quired liability insurance coverage, and any other person who shall 

30 operate any snowmobile with the knowledge that the owner thereof 

31 does not ha\"(~ in full force and effect such insurance coverage shall 

32 be guilty of a yiolation of this act and be subject to a fine of not 

33 less than $25.00 nor more than $100.00. 
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34 d. The director is hereby authorized to promulgate reasonable 

35 regulations to provide effective administration and enforcement of 

36 the provisions of this Rection in accordanee with the purposes 

37 thereof. 

1 .21. The operator of any snowmobile involved in an accident 

2 resulting, in injuries or death of any person or property damage to 

3 the estimated amount of $50.00 or more, or some person acting for 

4 him, or the owner of the snowmobile having knowledge of the 

5 accident should the operator of the same be unknown, shall im

6 mediately report any such accidBnt to the nearest law enforcement 

7 officer or agency; and send a copy to the director. 

1 22. The director may authorize the holding of organized special 

2 events. He shall adopt and may, from time to time, amend rules and 

3 regulations determining the spBcial events which shall be subject 

4 to division permit and designating the equipment and facilities 

5 necessary for safe operation of snowmobiles and for the safety of 

6 operators, participants, and observers in such special events. 

7 Whenever such special event requiring permit of the division is 

8 proposed to be held in the State of New Jersey, the person in charge 

9 thereof shall, at least 60 days prior thereto, file an application with 

10 the, director to hold such special event. The application shall set 

11 forth the date of and location where it is proposed to hold such rally, 

12 race, exhibition, or organized event, and such other information as 

13 the director may require, and it shall not be conducted without 

14 written authorization of the director. Copies of such regulations 

15 shall be furnished by the division to any person making an applica

16 tion therefor. 

17 Any person sponsoring the event who shall violate any regulation 

18 adopted pursuant to this section shall for every such violation be 

19 subject to a fine not to exceed $250.00. 

1 23. Snowmobiles operated at special events shall b(~ ext~lllpl from 

2 the provisions of this act concerning registration, muffiN'S and 

3 lights during the time of such operation, including all pl'erace 

4 practice at the location of said meet. 

1 24. All snowmobiles operating within the State of New .Jersey 

2 shall be equipped with: 

3 a. Headlights. At least one white or amber headlamp having a 

4 minimum candlepower of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and 

5 vehicles at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead during hours of 

6 darkness under normal atmospheric conditions. 

7 b. Taillight. At least one red taillamp having a minimum candle

8 power of sufficient intensity to exhibit a red light plainly visible 



10 

9 from a distance of 500 feet to the rear during hours of darkness 

10 under normal atmospheric conditions. 

11 c. Brakes. A brake system in good mechanical condition. 

12 d. Reflector material. Reflector material of a minimum area of 

13 16 square inches mounted on each side of the cowling. Registration 

14 numbers or other decorative material, may be included in computing 

15 the required Hi-square-inch area. 

16 e. Mufflers. An adequate muffler system in good working con

17 dition. F'rom and after June 1, 1973, no snowmobile manufactured 

18 after June 1, 1973, shall be sold or offered for sale, unless it is 

19 equipped with a muffler that limits engine noise to not more than 82 

20 decibels as measured on the" A" scale at 50 feet. From and after 

21 June 1, 1975, no such snowmobile manufactured after June 1, 1975, 

22 shall be sold or offered for sale unless such muffier system limits 

23 engi.!ne noise to not more than 73 decibels. 

1 25. Inspection and testing. The director may adopt rules and 

2 regulations with respect to the inspection of snowmobiles and the 

~ t0sting of snowmobile mufflers. 

1 26. No person shall have for sale, sell, or offer for sale in this 

2 State any snowmobile which fails to comply with the provisions of 

3 this act or 'which does not comply with the specifications for such 

4 equipment required by the rules and regulations of the director 

5 after the effective date of such rules and regulations. 

1 27. No person under the age of 14 years shall operate a snow

2 mobile except upon lands owned or leased by his parent or guardian, 

3 unless he is accompanied by a person 14 years of age or over. 

4 "Leased lands" as herein used shall not include lands leased by an 

5 organization of which said operator or his parent or guardian is a 

(i member. 

J 28. Sno'rmobile Rafety flertificate. On and after October 1, 1973, 

2 except as otherwise provided in this act, no person 10 years and 

3 over and who haR not reached his fourteenth birthday shall operate 

4 a snowmobile in this State, except upon lands of his parent or 

5 guardian unless and until he has received safety training as pre

6 scribed by the director and has received the appropriate snowmobile 

7 safety certificate issued by the director. 

1 29. The failure of such a youthful operator to exhibit a snow

2 mobile safety certificate upon demand to any officer having au

3 thority to enforce the provisions of this act, shall be presumptive 

.1 evidence that such person is not the holder of such certificate. 

1 30. After October J, 1973, no owner of a snowmobile shall au

2 thorize or permit the operation thereof within the State by any 

3 person under the age of 14 years unless the operator is the holder 
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4 ;of a valid snowmobile safety certificate or except as authorized by 

5 this act. 

1 31. Whenever any snowmobile meets with an accident involving 

2 a loss of life, personal injury or damage to property and the op

·3 erator thereof has knoWledge of such accident, he shall stop and 

4 give his name and address, the name and address of the owner 

5 thereof and the registration number assigned to said snowmobile 

·6· to the injured person or the person sustaining the damage, or to 

7 a police officer, or in case no police officer nor the person sustaining 

8 the damage is present at the place where the damage occurred then 

9 he shan immediately report as soon as physically able, the same to 

10 the nearest law enforcement agency. 

1 32.' A police, shel'iff, judicial officer or State police officer who 

2 investigates or reeeives information of an accident involving a 

3 snowmobile shan make a written report of the investigation or in

4 formation received, and such additional facts relating to the accident 

5 as may come to his knowledge and mail the same within 48 hours to 

6 the division and keep a record thereof in his office. 

1 33. Failure of such persons to give notice of any accident requir

2 ing notice shall be prima facie evidence that such accident was not 

3 reported. 

1 34. Every law enforcement officer in the State, including autho

2 rized officers of the Division of Motor Vehicles, Department of 

3 Environmental Protection, forest rangers and State park police 

4 and other designated officers and employees of the department shall 

5 enforce this act. 

1 35. The director shall be authorized to prescribe the form of 

2 summons and complaint on all cases involving a violation of any 

3 provision of this act or of any ordinance, rule or regulation relating 

4 to snowmobiles, or of any class or category of such cases, and to 

5 establish procedurl's for proper administrative controls over the 

6 disposition thereof. 

1 36. The chief executive officer of each local police force including 

2 county or municipal police departments, sheriffs, and the Superin

o tendent of State Police shall prepare or cause to be prepared such
 

4· records and reports as may be prescribed hereunder.
 

1 37. The director shall have the power to adopt such rules and
 

2 regulations as may be deemed necessary to accomplish the pur


3 poses and enforce the provisions of this section including require


4 ments for reporting by trial courts having jurisdiction over snow


5 mobile violations.
 

\) Any person who disposes of any uniform snowmobile summons or
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7 complaint in any other manner than that prescribed by law, nule or 

8 regulation shall be guilty of a misdemea.nor. 

1 38. When a. snowmobile summons has been iler~ed' bya peace 

2 officer in cases of violation of any provision, of this,act or any 

3 ordinance, rule or regulation enactedpursuant:ther~toor purs.uant 

4 to any other law relating to snowmobilj}~, any, chief, daputy chief, 

5 captain, .lieutenant or acting lieutenant, sergeant,; or tlctmg ser
It 

6 ge-ant of a police department, or any ,sheriff, undersheriff, chief 1 

7 deputy, deputy sergeant or deputy in charge of snowmobiles main 1 

8 tained by any sheriff in any county to whom theselWice of the 1 

9 snowmobile summons is reported, is herebY8<uthorized to admin 1 

10 ister to such peace officer all necessary oaths in connection with the 1 

11 execution of the complaint to be presented in court. by such peace 1 

12 officeT in the prosecution of such offense, but ,a complaint need not 1 

13 be verified. provided it shall be affirmed under: pEHlalty of perjury. 1 

1 39. An action to recoverlliny penalty imposed underr the provi 1 

2 tions of this act may be brought in any court of oom~tent jurisdic

3 tion in this State on order of the director and in the name, of the 

4 people of the State of New Jersey. In any actiOOl all penalties in

5 curred up to the time of commencing the action may. be sued for 

G and recovered therein and the commencement of an Mtwn to re

7 cover any sueh penalty shall not be, 01'00 held, to be, a waive,r of 

8 the right to recover any other penalty. In case. of recov.ery of any 

9 amount in an action brought to recover any suchl penalty the people 

10 shall be entitled to recover full costs, of course,andat the rates 

11 provided for civil actions. 

1 40. No person shall be exe,used from: testifying or producing any 

2 books, papers 01' other doeuments in any civilaction, to recover any 

3 such penalty, upon the ground that his testimony might tend to 

4 convict him of a crime, 01' to subject him to a; penalty or, forfeiture. 

5 But no person shall be prosecuted, punished or subjected to any 

6 penalty of forfeiture for or on account of any such ,act, tr.ansaction, 

7 matter or thing concerning which he shall, UJ1lder oath, have testified 

8 or produced documentary evidence and no testimony so given or 

9 produced shall be received against him upon anycriminalinvestiga

10 tion or proceeding; pI:o"ided, however, that no person so testifying 

11 shall be exempt from prosecution or punishmeIl.t for any perjury 

12 committed by him in his testimony. Nothing herein. contaul,ed is 

13 intended to give, or shall be construed as in any manner giving, 

14 unto any corporation, immunity of any kind. 

1 41. A defendant charged with a violation of ·ally.provision of 

2 this act may himself plead guilty to the charge in open court. He 

3 may also submit to the judge having jurisdiction, in person, by duly 
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4 authorized agent, 01' by registered mail, a statement, a. that he 

5 waives arraignment in open court and the aid of counsel, b. that 

6 he pleads guilty to the offense as charged, c. that he elects and 

7 requests that the charge he disposed of and the fine or penalty 

8 fixed by the court, d. any explanation that he desires to make con

9 cerning the! offense charged, and e. that he makes all statements 

10 under penalty of perjury. Thereupon the judge may proceed as 

j	 11 though the defendant had been convicted upon a plea of guilty in 

12 open court, provided, however, that any imposition of fine 01' 

13 penalty hereunder shall be deemed tentative until such fine or 

14 penalty shall have been paid and discharged in full. If upon receipt 

15 of the aforesaid stateme,nt the judge shall deny the same, he shall 

16 thereupon notify the defendant of this fact, and that he is required 

17 to appear before the said magistrate at a ~tated time and place to 

18 answer the charge which shall thereafter be disposed of pursuant 

19 to the applicable provisions of law. 

1 42. 'The court or judge before whom any person shall be tried, or 

2 the clerk of the court, if there be a clerk, shall at the termination of 

3 such trial or proceeding, forthwith mail or deliver to the division a 

4 certified statement of the disposition of the case or proceeding, 

5 giving the date thereof, the name of the defendant, t.he date and 

6 place of the violation, the name of each witness sworn in support 

7 of the charges, and the amount of the fine 01' penalty pai(l. 

1 43. The provisions of sections 39 to 4:3 :-;ha11 in 110 way prohibit 

2 the prosecution of violations of this act ill any court of competent 

3 jurisdiction in the same manner as other offenses a,nd crimE'S, 

1 44. Any person who shall violate any provisions of this act or 

2 any rule or regulation of the division prolllulgated punmant to this 

3 act shall be guilty of a violation and be punif-ihed by a fine of not 

4 less than $5.00 nor more than $100.00. 

1 45. The director may suspend or revoke a dealer's registration 

2 certificate, a snowmobile safety certificate and permits for special 

3 events upon satisfactory proof of violation of any provisions of 

4 this act or rules and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto. 

5 Upon said suspension or revocation all rights and privileges accru

6 ing to such registrant, youthful operator or permittee shall 

7 terminate. 

1 46. On the first day of each month or within 10 day;; thereafter, 

2 all fines and penalties collected for violations of this act under 

3 judgment of any court, shall be paid ovcr hy such cOUJ't 01' jUf-itice 

4 to the State Treasurer, with a statement accompullyillg the' same, 

5 setting forth the action or proceeding iu which such moneys were 
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G collected, the name and residence of the defendant, the nature of 

7 the offense, and the fines and penalty imposed. 

1 47. The director shall deposit all moneys rec~ived by him from 

2 the registration of snowmobiles, the sale of r:mowmobile registration 

~~ information, r:mowlIlobilc pnblieations and other services provided 

4 by the department, all fines and penalties resulting from violations 

;) of this act in regard to the operation and use of snowmobiles and 

6 all fees collected by him under this act to the credit of the GEmera:l 

7 Treasury. 

1 48. It is the intent that upon the enactment of this act into law 

2 all proceedings undertaken thereafter relative to the operation and 

3 use of snowmobiles in the State, as defined in this act, shall be 

4 administered under the authority of and by the provisions contained 

5 in this act. If any clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this act 

ti shall, for any reason be adjudged by any court of competent juris

7 diction to bB invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or 

8 invalidate the remainder thereof but shall be coniined in its opera

9 tion to the clause, sentence, pa,ragraph or part thereof, directly 1n

10 volved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been 

11 rendered. 

1 49. This act shall take effect 120 days after its enactment. 



ASSEMBLY AMENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 870 
[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ADOPTED NOVEMBER 19, 1973 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 6, delete "engine-drawn", and insert 

"motor". 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 8, delete", low-pressure tires". 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 12, delete "or law enforcement". 

Amend page 1, section 1, lines 13-15, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 16, delete "e" and insert "d". 

Amend page 1, section 1, lines 20-22, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 2, section 1, lines 23-24, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 2, section 2, line 5, delete "within the State", and in

sert "on or across a public highway or on public lands or waters". 

Amend page 2, section 3, line 2, delete "within the jurisdiction", and 

insert" on or across a public highway or on public lands or waters". 

Amend page 2, section 3, line 6, delete" all". 

Amend page 2, section 3, line 9, delete in its entirety. 

Amend page 2, section 3, line 10, delete "b", insert "a". 

Amend page 2, section 3, line 11, delete "c", insert "b". 

Amend page 2, section 3, line 12, delete in its entirety. 

Amend page 2, section 3, line 13, delete "e", and insert "c". 

Amend page 2, section 3, line 15, delete "f", and insert "d". 

Amend page 3, section 5, line 2, after "him", insert "when a snow

mobile is operated across a public highway or on public lands or 

waters". 

Amend page 3, section 6, line 1, before" No", insert" a.". 

Amend page 3, section 6, line 1, after "required", delete " :", and 

insert "for a snowmobile operated on private property.". 

Amend page 3, section 6, lines 2-8, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 3, section 6, line 9, delete "c", and insert "b". 

Amend page 3, section 6, line 9, delete "For", and insert "No regis
'. 
'I tratio~ fee shall be charged for". 

Amend page 3, section 7, lines 1-9, delete in their entirety. 
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vided",Amend page 4, section 7, lines 10-34, delete in their entirety. 
way".Amend page 4, section 8, line 1, delete "8", and insert "7". 

AmeIAmend page 4, section 8, line 3, delete", province, district". 
AmeIAmend page 4, section 8, line 5, after "residence", insert "and con

"limitespicuously displays the registration number issued by the State or 
Amelcountry of residence' '. 
AmelAmend page 4, section 9, line 1, delete "9.a", and insert "8". 

the rig.Amend page 4, section 9, lines 10-11, delete in their entirety. 
Arne:Amend page 5, section 9, lines 12-17, delete in their entirety. 
Arne]Amend page 5, section 10, line 1, delete "10", and insert "9". 

"limiteAmend page 5, section 10, line 9, delete "as provided herein", and 
Arne:insert "when operating a snowmobile on public lands and waters or 
Arne:when crossing a public highway". 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 1, delete "11", and insert "10". way". 

Amend page 5, section 11, line 3, delete "10", and insert" 7". Arne 

way".Amend page 5, section 11, lines 3-5, after "occurs", delete ", and 
Arneto inscribe on such certificate, in the place provided, a record of such 
Arnechange of residence". 
ArneAmend page 5, section 12, line 1, delete "12", and insert "11". 

sectionAmend page 5, section 12, line 12, delete "of $5.00". 
"18.Amend page 5, section 12, line 13, delete "In the event that such 

anothesnowmobile was purchased through a". 
the pel Amend page 5, section 12, lines 14-16, delete in their entirety. 

b.neAmend page 5, section 13, line 1, delete" 13", and insert" 12". 
of anoAmend page 6, section 14, line 1, delete "14", and insert "13". 
withdlAmend page 6, section 15, line 1, delete "15", and insert "14". 

AmIAmend page 6, section 16, line 1, delete "16", and insert "15". 
AmiAmend page 6, section 16, ~ines 5-6, delete in their entirety. 
AmAmend page 6, section 16, line 7, delete "c", and insert "b". 
AmAmend page 6, section 16, lines 8-10, delete ", including provisions 

tectivifor issuance of snowmobile safety certificates for operation of snow
Ammobiles by youthful operators ". 

by thEAmend page 6, section 16, line 11, delete "d", and insert "c". 
AmAmend page 6, section 16, line 13, after "except", insert "that in 

Moto:the case of". 
P.L.Amend page 6, section 16, line 13, after "those", insert "special 

Anevents' '. 
AnAmend page 6, section 16, line 14, after "protection", insert "any 
Anregulations must be approved jointly by the director and the commis
Ansioner". 
.A1JAmend page 6, section 17, line 1, delete "17", and insert "16". 
ArAmend page 6, section 17, lines 2-3, delete "except as herein pro
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vided",and insert "on public lands or waters or across a publi-c high

way". 

Amend page 6, section 18, line -1, delete "18.", and insert "17.a. ". 

Amend page 6, section 18, line 1, delete "controlled", and insert 

"limited' '. 

Amend page 7, section 18; line 3, before " No", insert" b. ". 

Amend page 7, section 18, line 4, after "highway", insert "or within 

the right-of-way limits thereof". 

Amend page 7, section 18, line 6, delete "a.", and insert "(1) ". 

Amend page 7, section 18, line 7, delete "controlled", and insert 

"limited". 

Amend page 7, section 18, line 16, delete "b.", and insert" (2) ". 

Amend page 7, section 18,-line 17, delete "way", and insert "high

way". 

Amend page 7, se-ction 18, line 19, delete "way", and insert "high

way". 

Amend page 7, section 18, line 26, delete" street or". 

Amend page 7, se-ction 18, lines 29-37, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 7, section 18, line 37, after "vehicles.", insert a new 

section as follows: 

"18. a. no person shall operate a snowmobile on the property of 

another without receiving the consent of the owner of the property or 

the person who has a contractual right to the use of such property; 

b. no person shall continue to operate a snowmobile on the property 

of another after consent, as provided in sub-section a. above, has been 

withdrawn. ". 

Amend page 7, section 19, lines 2-7, delete in their entirety.
 

Amend page 8, section 19, lines 8-10, delete in their entirety.
 

Amend page 8, section 19, line 11, delete "e", and insert "a".
 

Amend page 8, section 19, line 12, delete "crash", and insert "pro

tective ". 

Amend page 8, section 19, line 12, after" helmet", insert" approved 

by the dire-ctor". 

Amend page 8, section 19, lines 13-14, delete" under the New Jersey 

Motor Vehicle Laws", and insert "as provided in sections 6 to 90f 

P. L. 1967, c. 237 (C. 39 :3--76.7 through 39 :3--76.10) ". 

Am~md page 8, section 19, lines 15, delete" f", and insert" b". 

Amend page 8, section 19, line 21, delete "g", and insert "c". 

Amend page 8, section 19, line 24, delete "h", and insert "d". 

Amend page 8, se-ction 19, line 27, delete "i", and insert "e". 

Amend page 8, section 19, line 30, delete "j", and insert "f". 

Amend page 8, section 19, line 33, delete "k", and insert" g". 
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Amend page 8, section 20, line· 6, delete "anyone person su.staining Amene 

bodily injury or". follows: 

Amend page 8, section 20, lines 7-11, delete in their entirety, and insert "30. ( 

"an amount or limit of $15,000.00, exclusive of interest and costs, on snowmol 

account of injury to, or death of, one person, in anyone accident ; and comply' 

an amount or limit, subject to such limit for anyone person so injured Revised 

or killed, of $30,000.00, exclusive of interest and costs, on account of R.8.39: 

injury to or death of, more than one person, in anyone accident ; and an through 

amount or limit of $5,000.00, exclusive of interest and costs, for damage R. 8.39 

to property in anyone accident,". comply, 

Amend page 9, section 21, line 2, after "damage", insert "shall the peml 

comply with the procedures in R. 8. 39:4--129 and R. 8.39:4--130.". this act 1 

Amend page 9, section 21, line 2, delete" to". Ament 
Amend page 9, section 21, lines 3-7, delete in their entirety. Ament 
Amend page 9, section 22, line 14, after "director", insert "and if the Ament 

event is desired to be held upon public lands or waters a written ment", ~ 

authorization of the commissioner". 

Amend page 10, section 23, line 2, delete" , mufflers". 

Amend page 10, section 24, line 17, delete "From and after June 1, 

1973, no snowmobile manufactured". 

Amend page 10, section 24, line 18-23, delete in their entirety. 

Amend pages 10-11, section 27, lines 1-6, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 11, section 28, lines 1-7, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 11, section 29, lines 1-4, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 11, section 30, lines 1-5, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 11, section 31, lines 1-4, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 11, section 31, lines 5-11, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 12, section 31, lines 5-11, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 12, section 32, lines 1-7, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 12, section 33, lines 1-3, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 12, section 34, line 1, delete "34", and insert "27". 

Amend pages 12, 13 and 14, sections 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42 and 43, 

delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 14, section 44, line 1, delete "44", and insert "28". 

Amend page 14, section 44, line 3, delete "be guilty of a violation 

and". 

Amend page 14, section 45, lines 1-7, delete in their entirety. 

Amend pages 14-15, section 46, lines 1-8, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 15, section 47, line 1, delete "47", and insert "29". 

Amend page 15, section 47, lines 4-6, after "department", delete 

", all fines and penalties resulting from violations of this act in regard 

to the operation and use of snowmobiles". 
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Amend page 15, section 47, after line 7, insert a new section as 

follows: 

"30. Owners and operators of snowmobiles shall, when operating a 

snowmobile across a public highway or on public lands or waters, 

comply with the following provisions of chapter 4 of Title 39 of the 

Revised Statutes: R. S. 39:4-48 through R. S. 39 :4-51; R. S. 39 :4-64 ; 

R. S. 39 :4-72; R. S. 39 :4-80; R. S. 39 :4-81 ; R. S. 39 :4-92; R. S. 39 :4-96 

through R. S. 39 :4-98; R. S. 39 :4-99; R. S. 39 :4-100; R. S. 39 :4-104; 

R. S. 39 :4-129 through R. S. 39 :4-134; R. S. 39 :4-203. The failure to 

comply with any of these provisions shall be a violation of this act and 

the penalty for such a violation shall be as provided in section 28 of 
" this act rather than the penalty provided in the sections cited above.". 

Amend page 15, section 48, line 1, delete" 48", and insert" 31 ". 

Amend page 15, section 49, line 1, delete "49", and insert "32". 
I if the 

Amend page 15, section 49, lin-es 1-2, delete "120 days after its enact
vri ten 

ment", and insert "immediately". 
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ASSEMBLY AMENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 870 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

I • 
~ STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ADOPTED JUNE 15, 1972 

Amend page 6, section 17, line 2, after "snowmobile", insert "except 

as herein provided". 

Amend page 8, section 19, line 28, before "permission ", omit 

"written' '. 

Amend page 9, section 22, line 9, before "days", omit "60", insert 

"20". 

Amend page 10, section 27, line 2, after "mobile", insert "except 

upon lands owned or leased by his parent or guardian unless he is 

accompanied by a person 14 years of age or over. 'Leased lands' as 

herein used shall not include lands leased by an organization of which 

said operator or his parent or guardian is a member". 

Amend page 11, section 28, line 1, insert: 

"28. Snowmobile safety certincate. On and after October 1, 1973, 

except as otherwise provided in this act, no person 10 years and over 

and who has not reached his fourteenth birthday shall operate a snow

mobile in this State, except upon lands of his parent or guardian unless 

and until he has received safety training as pre8cribed by the director 

and has received the appropriate snowmobile safety certincate issued 

by the director. 

29. The failure of suoh a youthful operator to exhibit a snowmobile 

safety certificate upon demand to any officer having authority to en

force the provisions of this act, 8lmll be presumptive evidence that such 

person is not the holder of such certificate. 

30. After October 1, 1973, no owner of a snowmobile shall authorize 

or permit the operation thereof within the State by any person under 

the age of 14 years unless the operator is the holder of a valid snow

mobile safety certificate or except as authorized by this act.' '. 

Amend page 11, section 28, line 1, renumber seotions 28 through 46 

as 31 through 49. 

Amend page 13, section 40, lines 1 and 2, omit "36 to 40", insert 

"39 to 43". 



ASSEMBLY COM~llTrrEl!: AMENDME;,\'l'S TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 870 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
• 

ADOPTED MAY 1, 1972 

Amend page 2, section 2, line 15, omit" the operation and use of", 

after "snowmobiles", omit "within the State,", insert "on the public 

lands and waters under the jurisdiction of the Department of Em-iroll

mental Protection. ". 

Amend page 2, section 2, lines 16-19, omit in their entirety. 

Amend page 6, section 14, line 5, after "land", insert "or in any way 

affect the authority of the Department of Environmental Protectioll, the 

commissioner thereof, or those responsible for the operation of a park 

from adopting rules and regulations concerning the use of snow

mobiles". 
'- Amend page 6, section 15, lines 1-2, omit in their entirety. 

Amend page 6, section 15, line 3, before "commissioner", insert 

"The", after "commissioner", insert", with a view towards minimiz

ing detrimental effects on the environment,". 

Amend page 6, section 15, lines 9-10, delete in their entirety. 

Amend page 6, section 16, line 12, after" act", insert", except those 

conducted on public lands and waters under the jurisdiction of the De

partment of Environmental Protection". 

Amend page 6, section 17, line 1, omit "10", insert "14".
 

Amend page 8, section 19, line 28, before "permission", insert
 

"written". 

Amend page 8, section 19, after line 29, insert: 

"j. Any person to operate a snowmobile upon railroad or right-of

way of an operating railroad, except railroad personnel in the per

formance of their duties. 

k. Any person to violate any prOVISiOn of this act or any rule or 

regulation adopted pursuant to this act. ". 

Amend page 10, section 27, line 2, after "mobile", insert". ", omit 

"except upon lands owned or leased by his parent or gllardian,". 

Amend page 10, section 27, lines 3-6, omit in their entirety. 



SENATE AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT
 

COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 870 
(SECOND OFFICIA.L COPY REPIRINT) 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: NOVEMBER 27, 1972 

Assembly Bill No. 870, as amended provides for the registration and 

regulation of snowmobiles. The act is patterned after the motor vehicle 

statutes and is to be administered by the Director of Motor Vehicles. 

The act provides for the registration of snowmobiles and for the 

registration of persons engaged in the business of selling snowmobiles. 

The act preempts political subdivisions of the State from any additional 

licensing or registration of snowmobiles. The owner of the snowmobile 

is required to obtain an insurance policy. 0 person between 10 and 

14 years shall operate a snovnnobile unless he has received a snowmobile 

flafety certificate. 
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FISCAL NOTE TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 870 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: JUNE 15, 1972 
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Ass(lmbl~' Bill No. 870 provides for the registrfltion and regulation 

of snowmobiles. 

The Division of Budget and Accounting estimates that enactment of 

this legislation would increase the revenues of the State by $313,315.00 

in fiscal 1972-73, $187,815.00 in fiscal 1973-74 and $197,803.00 in fiscal 

1974-75. The division further estimates that enactment would not affect 

the revenues of local governments. 

In compliance ,vith written request received, there is hereby submitted 

a fiscal estimate for the above bill, pursuant to P. L. 1962, c. 27. 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
t:UCl1TIVF. DIiI'AIlTI\t F.NT 

ASSEHHLY BILT. NO. 870 (2L! OCR) 

April 30, 1973 

Ceneral Asscmbly: 

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph l4(b) of the Constitution, 

return Assembly Bill No. 870 with my objections, foi reconsideration. 

Assembly Bill No. 870 provides an extensive scheme for the. registration, 

and operation of snowmobiles. Many of the provisions in the act 

arc presently in the Motor Vehicle Statute and parallel 

court rule. 

I wholeheartedly support the principle of regulating snowmobiles to 

provide for the safe use and to prevent the misu'se of this recreational vehicle. 

There are a number of legal deficiencies in Assembly Bill No. 870 which would 

result in invalidation of the law by the courts. 

In a number of areas the bill attempts to establish court procedure which 

violates the constitutional mandate of separation of power. The bill also attempts 

to require the registration of snowmobiles used on private property in this State. 

This requirement extends beyond the State's regulation of motor vehicles and may 

well extend beyond the limits of the State's power in requiring the registration 

of motor vehicles. 

The bill duplicates provisions which already exist in the law. A number 

of the procedural requirements of the bill with respect to offenses arc already 

covered under the Motor Vehicle laws. The establishment of noise levels for 

snolvmobiles is already provided for under The Noise Control Act, P. L. 1971, 

c. 418 (C. l3:lG-l eto seq.). The procedures already established under present law 

should be made applicnble to the snowmobile rather than estnblishing a nelv procedure 

with respect to snowmobiles. In addition, by incorpornting only a few of the 

o[fcns('s under the t-lolor V('hiclc laws, the bill excludes a number of offenses 

which should be reuli.ned. 

Accordingly, I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 870 for rcconsidcr:lcion 

[tnL! rc:conuTlcncl i l be <Imc'nl!('d as follows: 

P,1t,(' ] , S(, C' l j Oil ] , Line () : DdL'lc "engi ne-ur:lwn" and ins('r L "IIH) t II r " 

I';ll; l' ] l S('C'l i Oil 1 I I. jIll' f) : DI'l (' t I' II , 1ow- prl'~;Stlrt' II fl':'; " 

I'il f'.<' ] l ~;( 'C l jill) II I. jill' 12 : (klel(' "Il 1: 1 ;IW ('11 rUrCl'IlIC'lll" 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
EXf'CUTI\'f. I h:I'\I<TI\II':NT 

ASS EMIH ,y n [[,1. NO. R70 - 2

Page 1 , Section 1 , LinC's 13-15 : Delete in their entirety 

Page 1 , Section 1 , Line 16: Delete "e" and insert "d" 

Page 1 , Section 1 , Lines 20-22: Delete in their entirety 

Page 2 , Section 1 , Lines 23-24: Del ete in their entirety 

Page 2, Section 2, Line 5: Delete "wi th in the State" and insert
 

"on or across a public highway or on public lands or waters"
 

Page 2, Section 3, Line 2: Delete "within the jurisdiction" and
 

insert "on or across a public highway or on public lands or waters" 

Page 2, Section 3, Line 6: Delete "all" 

Page 2, Section 3, Line 9: Delete in its entirety 

Pa.g e 2; Section 3; Line LQ: .Delete "b" insert "a" 

,·Page ·2, Section 3, Line 11: Delete I~C" insert "b" 

Page 2, Section 3 , Line 12: Delete in its entirety
 

Page 2 , Section 3 , Line 13: Delete " e" and insert "e"
 

Page 2, Sec t ion 3, Line 15: Delete " f" and insert lid"
 

Page 3, Section 5, Line 2 : After "h im" insert "when a snowmobile is
 

operated across a public highway or on public lands or waters"
 

Page 3, Section 6, Line 1: Before "No" insert "a."
 

Pa6e 3, Section 6, Line 1: After "required" delete and ins ert
 

"for a snowmobile operated on private property." 

Page 3, Section 6, Lines 2-8: Delete in their entirety 

Page 3, Section 6, Line 9: Delete "c" and insert "b" 

Page 3, Section 6, Line 9: Delete "For" and insert "No registration fee 

sha 11 be charged for'.' 

Page 3 , SC'ction 7 , Lines 1-9 : Delete in their entirety 

Page 4, Section 7 , Lines 10-34: Delete in their entirety 

Pace 4, SC'ction 8, Line 1 : Delete "8" and insert "7" 

Pil!-jC' 4, Sf'ction 8, Line 3: Delete " , province, dis tric t" 

l'ilge I, , Section 8, Line 5 : After "residence" insert "anti conspicuously 

dispL1YS the registrill'ion number iss\1l'd hy the Still(' or COllntry of 

res itlL'IlCC" 
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Page 4, Section 9, Line 1: Delete "9.a" and insert "8" 

Page 4, Section 9, Lines 10-11: Delete in their entirety 

Page 5, Section 9, Lines 12-17: Delete in their entirety 

Page 5, Section 10, Line 1: Delete "10" and insert "9" 

Page 5, Section 10, Line 9: Delete "as provided herein" and insert 

"when operating a snowmobile on public lands and waters or when 

crossing a public high~ay" 

Page 5 ec t · 11 , L' 1: Delete 1111" and, S 10n 1ne 1'nsert "10"
 

Page 5 co t'10n 11 , L'1ne 3 Delete "10" and 1'nsert "7"
,~ec : 

Page 5, Section 11, Lines 3-5: After "occurs" delete ", and to inscribe 

on such certificate, in the place provided, a record of such change of 

res idence" 

Page 5, Section 12, Line 1: Delete "12" and insert "11" 

Page 5, Section 12, Line 12: Delete" of $5.00" 

Page 5, Section 12, Line 13: Delete "In the event that such snowmobile 

, . 
was purchased through a" 

Page 5, Section l~, Lines 14-16: Delete in their entirety 

Page 5 , S t 'ec 10n 13 , L'n1 e 1·, Delete "13" and insert "12" 

Page 6, 

Page 6, 

Section 14, 

Section 15, 

Line 1: 

Line 1: 

Delete "14" and 

Delete "15" and 

insert "13" 

insert "14" 

. ,~ 

i 
! 

Page 6, Section 16, Line 1: Delete "16" and insert "15" 

Page 6, Section 16, Lines 5-6: Delete in their entirety 

Page 6, Section 16, Line 7: Delete "c" and insert "b" 

Page 6, Section 16, Lines 8-10: Delete ", including provisions for 

issuance of snowmobile safety certificates for operation of 

snowmobiles by youthful operators" 

Page 6, Secti.on 16, Line 11: Delete "d" and insert "c" 

Page 6, Section 16, Line 13: After "except" insert "that in the case of" 

Page 6, Section 16, Line 13: After "those" insert "special events" 

Page 6, Section l(l, Li.n<.' 11.: After "Protection" insert "any regulations 

mllst be approved jointly hy the director and the commissioner" 
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Page 6, Section 17, Line 1: Delete "17" and insert "16" 

Page 6, Section 17, Lines 2-3: Delete "except as herein provided" and 

insert "on public lands or waters or across a public highway" 

P 6 , . 18 , L' 1 : Delete "18." and insert "17.a."·age Sect10n 1ne 

Page 6, Secti.on 18, Line 1: Delete "controlled" and insert 

"limited" 

Page 7 , Section 18, Line 3: Before "No" insert "b." 
i 

Page 7 , Section 18, Line 4: After "highway". insert "or within the right-

of-way limits thereof" 

Page 7 , Section 18, Line 6: Delete "a. " and insert "(1)" 

Page 7 , Section 18, Line 7: Delete "controlled" and insert "limited" 

Page 7 , Section 18 , Line 16: Delete "b." and insert "(2)" 

Page 7, Section 18, Line 17: Delete "way" and insert "h ighway" 

Page 7, Section 18, Line 19: Delete "way" and insert "highway" 

Page 7 , Section 18, Line 26: Delete "street or" and insert "public" 

Page 7, Section 18, Lines 29-37: Delete in their entirety 

Page 7, Section 18, Line 37: After "vehicles." insert a new section 

as follows: "18. a. no person shall operate a snowmobile on the 

property of another without receiving the consent of the owner of 

the property or the person who has a contractual right to the use 

of such property;, .' 

b. no person shall continue to operate a snowmobile 

on the property of another after consent, as provided in sub-section a. 

above, has been withdrawn." 

Page 7, Section 19, Lines 2-7: Delete in their entirety 

Page 8, Section 19, Lines 8-10: Delete in their entirety 

Page 8 , Section 19 , Line 11: Delete " e" and insert " a'l 

Page 8, Section 19, Line 12: Delete "crash" and insert "protective" 

Page 8, Section 19, Line 12: After "helmet" insert "approved by the 

director" 
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Page 8, Section 19, Lines 13-14: Delete "under the New Jersey Molar 

Vehicle Laws" and insert "as provided in sections 6 to 9 of 

P.L. 1967, c. 237 (C. 39:3-76.7 through 39:3.,.76.10)" 

Page 8, Section 19, Line 15: Delete "f" and insert "b" 

Page 8, Sec tion 19, Line 21: Delete "g" and insert "c" 

P ga e 8 , S t 'ec 10n 19 , L'1ne 24'• Delete "h" and 1'nsert "d" 

Page 8, Section 19, Line 27: Delete "i" and insert "e" 

Page 8, Section 19, Line 30: Delete "j" and insert "f" 

Page 8, Section 19, Line 33: Delete "k" and i:lsert "g" 

Page 8, Section 20, Line 6: Delete "anyone person sustaining bodily 

injury or" 

Page 8, Section 20, Lines 7-11: Delete in their entirety and insert 

"an amount or limit of $15,000.00, exclusive of interest and costs, 

on account of injury to, or death of, one person, in anyone 

:,>;.. , 

accident; and an amount or limit, subject to such limit for any 

;', 
one person so injured or killed, of $30,000.00, exclusive of interest 

~, 
l\ 

and costs, on account of injury to or death of, more than one person, ! 

I 

in anyone accident; and an amount or limit of $5,000.00, exclusive 
i 

of interest and costs, for damage to property iD anyone accident," 

Page 9, Section 21, Line 2: After "damage" insert "shall comply with the 

procedures in R.S. 39:4-129 and R.S. 39:4-130." 

Page 9, Section 21, Line 2: Delete "to" 

Page 9, Section 21, Lines 3-7: Delete in their entirety 

Page 9, Section 22, Line 14: After "director" insert "and if the event 

is desired to be held upon public lands or waters a written 

authorization of the commissioner" 

Page 10, Section 23, Line 2: Delete ", mufflers" 

Page 10, Section 24, Line 17: Delete "From and after June 1, 1973, no 

snowmobile manufacturer" 

Page 10, Section 24, Lines 18-23: Delete in their entirety 
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Pages 10-11, Sect jon 27, Lines 1-6 : Delete in their entirety 

Page 11, Section 28. Lines 1-7 : Delete in their entirety 

Page 11. Section 29. Lines 1-4: Delete in their entirety 

Page 11. Section 30. Lines 1- 5: Delete in their entirety 

Page 11. Section 31. Lines 1-4: Delete in their entirety 

Page 11. Section 31. Lines 5-11 : Delete in their entirety 

Page 12. Section 31. Lines 5-11 : Delete in their entirety 

Page 12 , Section 32, Line's 1-7 : Delete in their entirety 

Page 12, Section 33, Lines 1-3 : Delete in their entirety 

Page 12, Section 34, Line 1: Delete "34" and insert "27" 

Pages 12, 13 and 14 , Sections 35, 36, 37. 38. 39, 40. 41. 42 

and 43: Delete in their entirety 

Page 14, Section 44, Line 1: Delete "44" and insert "28" 
Page 14, Section 44, Line 3: Delete "be guilty of a violation and" 
Page 14, Section 45, Lines 1-7: Delete in their entirety 

Pages14-l5, Section 46, Lines 1-8: Delete in their entirety 

Page 15, Section 47, Line 1: Delete "47" and insert "29" 

Page 15, Section 47, Lines 4-6: After "department" delete 

", all fines and penalties resulting from violations of this
 

act in regard to the operation and use of snowmobiles"
 

Page 15, Section 14, Line 7: Insert a new section as follows: 

"30. Owners and operators of snowmobiles shall, when operating 

a snowmobile across a public highway or on public lands or waters, 

comply with the following provisions of chapter 4 of Title 39 of 

the Revised Statutes: R. S. 39:4-48 through R. S. 39:4-51; 

R. S. 39 :4-64; R. S. 39: 4-72; R. S. 39:4-80; R. S. 39:4-81; 

R. S. 39 :4-92; R. S. 39:4-96 through R. S. 39:4-98; R. s. 39:4-99; 

R. S. 39:4-100; R. S. 39:4-104; R. s. 39:4-129 through R. S. 39:4-134; 

R. s. 39:4-203. The failure to comply wi.th any of these provisions 

shall be a violation of this act and the penalty for su·ch a violation 

shall be as provided in section 28 of this act rather than the 

pc'nalty providl..'d in the seclions cited above." 
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Page 15, Section 48, Line 1: Delete "48" and insert "31" 

Page 15, Section 49, Line 1: Delete "49" and insert "32" 

Page 15, Section 49, Lines 1-2: Delete "120 days after its 

enactment" and insert "immed iately" 

Respectfully, 

/s/ William T. Cahill 

GOVERNORI
 
I
 
I
 
I
 
I
 

Mulford 

Secretary to the Governor 

", 
,. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


	CHECKLIST
	FINAL TEXT OF BILL
	SECOND COPY A870
	OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT A870 
	INTRODUCED BILL A870
	ASSEMBLY AMENDMENTS SECOND COPY
	ASSEMBLY AMENDMENTS OFFICIAL COPY
	ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS
	SENATE COMMITTEE STATEMENT
	FISCAL NOTE
	VETO MESSAGE

