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SENATE, No. 2297 
I. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUCED APRIL 26, 1973
 

By Senators DUMONT, TURNER, HAGEDORN, BROWN, McGAHN,
 

MUSTO and THOMAS 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT concerning the professional conduct and practice of phar­

macists, permitting senior citizen discounts on the sale of drugs 

and medications, and amending R. S. 45 :14-12. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and G!.neral Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 45 :14-12 is amended to read as follows: 

2 45 :14-12. The board may refuse an application for examination 

3 or may suspend or revoke the certificate of a registered phannacist 

4 or a registered assistant pharmacist for any of the following 

;) causes: When the application or registratioI). is shown to have been 

6 obtained by misrepresentation or fraudulent means or when the 

7 appLicant or registrant is guilty of chronic or persistent inebriety, 

8 or has been adjudged guilty of violating any State or Federal law 

9 or any law of the District of Columbia or of any territory of the 

10 United States relating to the practice of pharmacy, or relating to 

11 the dispensing of drugs, or has been convicted of a crime involving 

12 moral turpitude, or has impersonated an applicant for registration 

13 before the board or has been convicted of knowingly, intentionally 

14' or fraudulently adulterating or causing to be adulterated drugs, 

15 chemicals or medicinal preparations or has sold or caused to be 

16 sold adulterated drugs, chemicals or medicinal preparations know­

17 ing, or having reason to know, that same were adulterated, or has 

18 procured or attempted to procure registration for another by mis­

19 representation or fraudulent means, and the board shall refuse an 

20 application for examination or suspend or revoke the certificate 

21 of a registered pharmacist or a registered assistant phannacist 

22 when the applicant or registrant is shown to be addicted to the use 

23 of narcotic drugs, or has been convicted of violating any law of 

24 this or any other state or of the United States l'elating to narcotic 

25 drugs or has been adjudicated an incompetent, or is shown to have 
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26 any abnormal physical or mental condition which threatens the 

27 safety of persons to 'whom said applicant or registrant might seU 

28 or dispense pi'escriptions, dnlgs, chemicals, medicinal preparations 

29 or devices or for whom he might manufaoture, prepare or package, 

30 or supervise the manufacturing, preparation or packaging of 

31 prescriptions, drugs, chemicals, medicinal preparations or devices. 

32 In addition, the board may refuse an application for examination 

33 or may suspend or i'evoke the certificate of a registered pharmacis.t 

34 or a registered assistant pharmacist upon proof satisfactory to the 

36 board that such registered pharma(~ist or such registered assistant 

:16 pharmacist is guilty of grossly unprofessional conduct and the 

37 following acts are hereby declared to constitute grossly unprofes­

38 sional conduct for the purpose of this act: 

39 a. Paying rebates or entering into an agreement for paymoent of 

40 rebates to any physician, dentist or other person for the recom­

41 mending of the serviees of any person. 

42 b. The providing or causing to be provided to a physician, dentist, 

43 veterinarian or other persons authorized' to prescribe, prescription 

44. blanks or forms bearing the pharmacist's or pharmacy's name, 

45 address or other ineans of identiiication. 

46 c. The promotion, direct or indirect, by any means, in any form. 

47 and through any media of the prices for prescription drugs and 

48 narcotics or fees or for services relating thereto or any reference 

49 to the price of said drugs 01' prescriptions whether specifically or 

50 as a percentile of prevailing prices or by the use of the terms 

51 "cut rate," "discount,;; "bargain" Or terms of similar connota­

52 tion; but this shall not include the term nonprofit if such term is 

53 used by a nonprofit entity; and this paragraph shall not be con­

54 str-ued or apply to have any effect with respect to sales made by 

55 pharmacists or pharmacies directly to physicians, dentists, veteri ­

56 narians or other persons authorized to prescribe, or to hospitals, 

57 nursing homes, govel'llmental agencies, or other institutions licensed 

58 under Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, as amended or to the ad­

59 vertising or issuance of trading' stamps and similar devices in 

60 cOlmection with the sale of said prescription dr-ugs and narcotics. 

61 d. The claiming-of professional superiority in the compounding 

62 or filling of prescriptions or in any manner implying professional 

63 superiority which may reduce public confidence in the ability, 

64 character or integrity of other pharmacists. 

65 €. Fostering the interest of one group of patients at the expense 

66 .of another which compromises the quality or extent of professional 

67 services or facilities made available. 
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li8 f. 'rhe distrihution of premiums or l'ebatf's of' any kind whatever 

69 in connection with the snIp of drugs and medications provided, 

70 however, that trading stamps and Rimilnl' <lovicps shall not be 

71 eonsidcrpd to be robntes for the purposes of this ehapter !lnd 

7:2 proridpd II/rther 11Iai dis('ownts. premiums nllrl rc!Jut('8 ma/l be 

7:i providpd in connection with the .'loll' of till/liS and medications to 

74 any pet'son 'Who is 62 yrars of urIC Of older, Before a cHtmcate 

75 shall be refused, suspended 01' revoked, the accuRed pen.;on shall 

76 he furniKhed with 11 copy of the complaint a.nd given a hearing 

77 befor0 th0 board. ~\n~' pel'Ron whose certificate' is so susJH>IHlecl or 

78 rl'vokpd shall 1)(' dpernod an unregistered TwrSOll during the period 

79 of such RUKIK'nsion or re\'oention, and IlR snch shall he suhj(·et to 

80 the penalties prescrib(~d in this chapt0r, but sncll perSOIi may, at 

81 the discr0tion of' the hoard, have hil-i certificate n~illRtated at any 

82 time without fin examination, upon application to the hoal'tl Any 

83 person to whom a eertifieate shall 1)(> denied hy the board or whoHe 

84 certificate shall he Hu~pcnded or revokpd hy the hoard Khall have 

80 the right to review such action hy appea.l to the Aplwllate Division 

86 of the SupNior Court in lieu of prerogative writ. 

1 2, This act shall take effect imml'diatoly. 

S'l'A'rEM~:WI' 

This hill would amend the law g-ovc 'Oiling the professional conduct 

and pJ'actice of pharmacistR, to spceify that gi ving dif.>countf.>, 

premiums or n'batpR in eonll('Ctioli with the sale of dnlgs and 

medieationf.> to perHons who a rp h2 :n~an, of age or older does not 

constitute ~:rossly 111lprofeHsional conduct alHl gTounds fOI' the rev­

ocation 01' snslwnsioll of a pharmaeist's cel,tifieate, Under the 

existing statnte, provillillg any kind of premiuTIl or rebate, other 

than trading" stamps, is gl'oundR for RuspellRioli or revocation, 

'rhe purpose of tlli:-; bill is to elarify the IlJ'(~Selit law so that 

pharmaeists may grant senior citizpn disCOlllltR without endanger­

ing their professional standing, and also to allow them to give 

premiumR and rphates Oil sales to senior eitizens, 
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l"st ~ove::\beT to pel'rnit seniOT citize.l:·; oc;,,;~nizatjons to conduct biY120 g;-.;.;c;:; 

':0 raise funds to finance th0ir activitib. 

"It is my sincere hope," Gov. CahilJ said, "that these bills will help 

make life easier and more enjoyable for Olr senior citizens, to whom we all 

owe so much." 

Public	 transportation and the opportunity to purchase medication at the 

t	 10west possible cost, the Governor stated, arc hw of the I':,ost urgent needs 

of the elderly. The bingo law, he addeJ, win enable serdor citizens to enjoy 

i)laying bingo while at the same time Inakil1L a profi", b'om the games . 

•4 The Governor than:"cd the Legisl:1tul'e for passing the Cahill Administration's
I 

::;el1ior ci ti zens bus and discount drag price bill unJ..:r ejilergcncy suspension 

I)f the rules on tho closing days of ti~e recent lcgislati vo scssion. 

l TllC bus bill J S-2303, was sponsored by Sen. John F. 13},'oh'n of O.::cal1 County. 
t 

::'>::a. \\'aync Dumont of \\Tarrcn COU11ty sponsored the drug price ;:Jcasurc) S-2297. 
I 

t	 A::~U:1Lly\Voman Josephine s. ~,brgct:ts of ;\loYl'is County spon~~ol'cd the bill~"O bill. 

J..-1S89. 

I The bus bill directs the S~ate Cmll;;issioncr of Tran::;rO[t;lt~Ol::U cst:iolish 

~ithin 120 clays a program to provide intra-st~tc bus passenger 5~rvicc for 

:;Ch' Jerse)' TesiJents 62 or over at one-hdf of regular ~dl~lt rarcs l~,lrini: 110n­

t1nJ holiJays and on \\'cc..d(J;tysJ except rrom 6 ~1.1l1. to 0::~O a.ln. ~4i~ .. \ c''\\,.''.. i1: ~~ru:.l 
4 p.m.	 to 7 p. m. 

$	 
~ tJ: 
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,':::;lP~, is groundsfoJ:possiblc :';;.I;;PL.:<;j"ij or ::'L'Voc:~~_jor, of a pharm:;cj:~tls 

Gov. Cahill said toc1:ly th~t, J.]:hou~h the ])i11 is .::r.:.irely ;)(;r;:;iss:vc:, 

it is his hope that hi::; s'ignjng \,i11 (;nColl.cJ.;~e f.'orc: ph:n';,:c!cists t.o ;;,ake 

discGunts <lvailablc to senior ci:izC:;l:;. 

The Governor urged senior ci.tizens organi ,ations to coope::atc \,'ith the 

State Board of PharmClcy :md the ;\ew .Jersey PJw'Jilaccutical Association in 

j
'. 

Jeveloping fair guidelines to implcLH:nt the voiunUl::'Y prGgl':llT. . 

• 
In signing A-1589, Gov. CahiL recalled '.:LJ.t the sc..:aior citizcl1s Lingo 

rcferendwn was approveJ overwhelmiq';ly last Novc;llb~1·. He SGiJ that senior 

citizens clubs noh' will be Gblc to apiJiy for a license -:-0 conduct bingo 

games from municipalities "':11ich have ,lcoptecl the bingo :ic(;nsing L1\\'. 
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