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(1973 amendment-Grandparents' visitation rights when CD ~f' I 
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L.1973 - chapter 100 - S766 
Mar.13, 1972 - Introduced by Rinaldo, Epstein and McDermott. 
No statement on bill. 
Senate Judiciary Committee Statement, dated Feb.5 1973 

(copy enclosed)
 
Not amended during passage.
 
No Governor's statement upon signing.
 

We located no similar or previous bills. 
There were no hearings or reports. 

Clippings - we searched VF-NJ-Child Welfare, VF-NJ-Marriage and 
Divorce: 

"Grandma's Visiting Rights Urged", Trenton Evening 
Times Dec.8, 1972 (copy enclosed). 
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SENATE, No. 766 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED MAROH 13, 1972 

By Senators RINALDO, EPSTEIN and McDERMOTT 

Referred to Committpf' OIl .Tndiciary 

AN ACT to amend" An act authori:dng the maintenance of habeas 

corpus proceedings by grandparents to obtain visitation rights 

in respect to their infant grandchildreI1 in certain cases, and 

supplementing chapter 2 of Title H of the R(>vised Statut,es,' , 

approved February 1, H~72 (P. L. 1971, e. 420). 

1 BE IT ENAOTED by the Henafp (fni{ Genernl Assernbly of t},p Stafp 

2 of New Je1'sey: 

1 1. Section 1 of P. L. 1971, e. 420 (0. 9:2-7.1) iR amended to read 

2 as follows:
 

~ 1. Where either Or both of the pa rent" of a minor child, residing
 

4- within this State, is or are decraserl, or divon~ed or li1,inq separatp
 

;) and apart in differwnt habitat.~. regardless of the e;y,istence of I]
 

f) court onler or (f(freement, a grandparent or the grandparents of
 

7 ~mch child, who is or are the 1In1'ent5 of sueh deceased, separated
 

R or divorced parent OJ' parents, may apply to the Superior Court,
 

9 in accordance with the R1des of Court, [for a writ of habeas corpus]
 

10 to have such child broug>ht before such court; and [on the return 

11 thereof,] the court may make such order or judgment, as the best 

12 interest of th£' child may require, for visitation rights for such 

13 grandparent or grandparents in respect to such child. 

1 2. 'rhiR net shall take effect immediately. 
EXPI,ANATION-MaUer enclosed in bold-faeed hl'ackets [thus] in the above bill 

is Dot enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

_ ..J!_ "" _.~ ~.' ••_,~_ __""""~;",,,~,,,,"~-.'~"'a-.-~.~ 
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Ch. 100 195th LEGISLATURE 
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CHAPTER 100 
_-- -"-",-- -.:;."SENATE NO. 766 .. _--=.....---~-

.. _- .0:; 

An Act to amend "An act authorizing the maintenance of 'habeas' corpl18 
. '"prOceedings by 'grandparents to obtain visitation rights ,in respect:to ,.:. 
. , llleir infant grandchildJ'en in certain cases, and supplementing chap

ter 2 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes," approved February 1, 19.72 .. 
(P.L.1971, c. 420) • 

..•.. , " '" . _ ,._~c._, 

- IN\':
 

. -=- ..:::.:..... 
~~ .-.=;.--_ .. 

~7'Be it,.. 

I. 
B~ U:enacted by the Senate and GeneralA.ssemblll 01 the State DiN-elO--J-et-S61l-:--:---+--=--;:-~-:':":-"TI1l'' 

t. section I of P.L.1971, c. 420 (C. 9:2-7.1)20 is amended to rejld as foflows: 
. : Where eIther or. both of the parents of a' minor child, residing within this 
State, is or are deceased, or divorced or living separate and apart in different 
habi~ts,regardl:!ss of the existence of no court order or agreement, a grand
parent- or the grandparents of such child, who is 01" are the parents of such 
deceased, separated 01" divorced parent or parents, may apply;"t.9.. the ,S~per1or 

Court, in accordance with the Rules of Court. fell ft ~'eo!~ ~ 

to 'have such child brought before such court; and eft Qe ~ iBered, the· 
~urt may make such order or judgment, as the best 'interest of the child may 
reqUire, for visitation rights for such grandparent 01" grandparents in respect 
to such chUd. . 

'2 . ~ - t '.. -., . 

:. This act shall take effect immediately. • '";~.~;-~ • ~ :, •• I :." •• 

'Approved and effective,May 2, 1973. 

Committee Statement 
. Present law (P.L.1971, c. 420) provides that grandparents may have' 

-visitation rights in respect to their infant grandchildren if one or both 
of the child's parents are deceased. 

This bill would allow, in addition, visitation t;ights~for grandparents 
in CllBes where the parents were divorced or separated ,and living in 
different habitations. 

The procedure required for a grandparent to obtain visitation rights 
would also be changed from 8 writ of habeas corpus to one to be deter
mined by the Rules of Court. . 

20. N.J.S.A. 9:2-7.1. 
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 766 

STATE OF· NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: FEBRUARY 5,1973 

Present law (P. L. 1971, c. 420) provides that grandparents may have 

visitation rights in respect to their infant grandchildren if one or both 

of the child's parents are deceased. 

This bill would allow, in addition, visitation rights for grandparents 

in cases where the parents were divorced or separated and living in 

different habitations. 

The procedure required for a grandparent to obtain visitation rights 

would also be changed from a writ of habeas corpus to one to be deter

mined by the Rules of Court. 



, .' ..' ~ 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE INTE -COM UNICAnON 

__.Ga.r~n 

~~istan!:J2..?~E_se~~.!.b.£Gov~D::1_or Counsel to the Governor 

- From: .Jlgy-isLE.o.--llo_u:..r:..o.s,...;ls'--__ To: J::l.9.n.QX...il.b.lLJ.l..i.£..I:J~_, _ 

(InstitutIon or Department) 

-------_._------_._--------

While discussing this matter with Tischler, and several matrimonial 
judges, all agreed that this law should not be limited to situations 
where parents are deceased but ought to include divorce or separation 
situation. 

Have I your approval to go with this? 

D. F. N. 

/ ./._-----
~--_._.- .
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PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1970 SESSION 
. = -.~ 

. '"1 ~~··r~.·;:, '""'-'-"'~'."""', = ..::. ..,.-'-......:~ ....., ".-;,. o!~ ... -.of.. ~~ 

By Senators GUARINI, MUSTO and "V. F. KELLY 

AN ACT authorizing the maintenance of habeas corpus proceedings 

by grandparents to obtain visitation rights in respect to their 

infant grandchildren in certain cases, and supplementing chap I t /l • t ? 

/\ter 2 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENAOTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
/ 

2 of New Jersey:	 ./' #.r~~,.:.Z;d _~ //?~.!.'!. h/I~'; f',·.2;.,;.:/L/:2·o'~ .." 

1 1. 'Where either or both of t~ ~ents of ~ minor child, residing._, I' -.- ~ , 
. ~ ".' l":'/.{,.f~ ili.,o II<~l<.i~ a.r: '. ··.:..J'«"A:~r (1IVC,·C"~<l rs---I I-;vllu.: 

2 within this StateQ~ or are deceased)- a grandparent or the grand- . I .iYi-ic "=71-..,~L I 

3	 parents of such child, 'who is or are the parents of such deceased 'f;d2pn.:-:.1..;- c.<'d( 
'" ! Ie' 4 parent or parents, may apply to the Superior Court fo-r-a i.1YTit of 

i.~ LLi-Clti.". (.."....;".\Li.~. 'It'5 habeas corpuJto have such child brought before such court; and 
C'~j' ~~ ,\-U.~. ~.... /A. (:, /...

6 on the return thereof, the court may make such order or judgment, 

7 as the best interest of the child may require, for visitation rights 

8 for such grandparent or grandparents in respect to such child. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
/.1C7at.£1t1-...-t 

. ":? / / • -I ?_	 If?::. iZ':. 6;:-::"'(U-U-~~1-
//~titdt.v7z::.~;L.q ;--U.1fjtd-t' /-?' 0/, ?icc: /C4....? Vt./t~~~a-- ~~::r ". - U 

""'-"-j_Ja,su-'?j _.,.,~, C; 
/l-/C71 t;. -a:tc-.:W~v (::;:Id.··Ud~":J r C-UtUt:?fV rf; 7 6 t- t:-uz:'O . 

J/d a-c> C7~G.<l /v dA-. 

..5: 77.J~: t~ Cvz.-. kM ,A.-..... :r.-<. d-iu.f, 

.f./ -=-_
·!da.-Gt 
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PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1970 SESSION 
.. -, 

By Senators GUARINI, MUSTO and W. F. KELLY 

AN AOT authorizing the maintenance of habeas corpus proceedings 

by grandparents to obtain visitation rights in respect to their 

infant grandchildren in certain cases, and supplementing chap

ter 2 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
 

2 of New Jersey: tIY.r~Ud. - <?Y ~,,-t- 44tl jl'au;c{rlJ'w1,
 

1 1. 'Where either or both arents of a minor child, residing . 
,'l.;:!.<.• .r:<- '[1.;..', PL••••t., a.( ~d"".t:<.tF.r d.v-v,;p.tl. .;,:-1 JIV'nLC 

2 within this State is or are deceased a grandparent or the gr'and- ' I ~ <f'...:.J_-v..=?,~ I 
r 

3 parents of such child, who is or are the parents of such deceased oQpn ~t:'l:~,<"l, . 
4 parent or parents, may apply to the Superior Court fot'-R Erlt of i cfJr' 

5 habeas corpu~to have such child brought before such court; and ~k{L!u." ,-,,,it," 

6 on the return thereof, the court may make such order or judgment, ~::f""" .·~~c-r .'''; ~{t,l...,. 
7 as the best interest of the child may require, for visitation rights 

8 for such grandparent or grandparents in respect to such child. 

1 2. This ant. shall take effect immediately. 

/4cltUaiut.-{ 
'. . "? /" / ..i . .1 ~ ~ c:~-e-/~r,;-

-;;~tit:?"rV/cc.~~ £4 rU,t;Jtd-t' ,r.e 6/,?k~ tt~ V"V-..a~d4.·c· . () 

u"'yJ.:: S u.-'X" . . .L ~ c.;
 
,d.,.{C7.{ t~ 'd:,fc&tv (:::fd.:-GtfCt~Jr' cll.£.&tL. N £,5 C; 6 ~ u~ ..
 

.::z~--c~ ??-o C .u.--a /v ~ 7
 
15 «,Jc.h. L&-v &.-« h-cz,.<. b'eut,
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SENATE, No. 196 
• 

STATE OF EW JERSEY 
• 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1970 SESSION 

By Senators GUARINI, MUSTO and 'V. F. KELLY 

AN ACT authorizing the maintenance of habeas corpus proceedings
 

by grandparents to obtain visitation rights in respect to their
 

infant grandchildren in certain cases, and supplementing chap


ter 2 of Title 9 of the Revised Statutes.
 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
 

2 of New Jersey:
 

1 :!.. '.%~r2 cith~~' ur Doth of the parents of a minor child, residing/ - 4.:' ,-r..- t. 
t?.,...~:?~,,?i..c.. '&U,.., /,4'4;~iZ; ~.£A.? ?~''''''~.::l'Y /71' ,,,',.,4./' 74-c!"'L-s 

-4;:#" '.4...(. 

2 within this State, is or are deceased, a grandparent or the grand- 71,chC ~L-a -,k ~ .:':..., " 

3 parents of such child, wllO is Qr are the parents of s~~h deceased .~>£c~,.....c ~c.--;u;....,,"'
~._CN ::.n'y,<,.';:ucl ,;yan.! <:.cd (1.1./ ••• t"C"" pa..\'..'.{~ nU-'" 'y" h.<t.

4 parent or parenfs, may apply to the Superior Court iO·~-WI'it.of . . e. 

5 ~bAOOJ1Sd~Q~S~ to have such child brought before such ~~;rt·~-~ae{~~'-~:1.:i -tk, i2tk .. 

6 -on-the-Fetur.l1-thereof., the court may make such order or judgment, 

- 7 as the best interest of the child may require, for visitation rights 

8 for such grandparent or grandparents in respect to such child. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 


	CHECKLIST
	FINAL TEXT OF BILL
	FINAL TEXT OF BILL
	SENATE COMMITTEE STATEMENT
	GOVERNOR'S COUNSEL MEMO WITH NOTES

