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1:;0 statement.
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1937 Revision. 

T~e wording of this secticn is identical in al~ three drafts. 
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[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT] 

ASSEMBLY, No. 859 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUCED MARCH 20, 1972 

By Assemblyman LITTELL and Assemblywoman MARGETTS 

Referred to Committee on Law, Public Safety and Defense 

AN ACT concerning searches and seizures of equipment and appa

ratus used in violation of fish and game statutes and regulations 

and amending R. S. 23 :10-20. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 23 :10-20 is amended to read as follows: 

2 23 :10-20. A member of the Fish and Game Council[, the fish 

3 and game protector or a warden] and any consuvation officer may, 

4 without warrant search and examine any boat, conveyance, vehicle, 

5 fish box, fish basket, game bag, game coat or other receptacle for 

6 game and fish, when he has reason to believe that a provision of 

7 this Title, or any law Rupplementary thereto, or the State Fish and 

8 Game Code has been violated, and shall seize and take possession 

9 of any firearms, bows and arrows, shells 0" cartridges, fishing rods 

10 and reels, fishing lines, knives} lights, slingshots} traps, spears, 

11 spear guns or any other article or equipment that has been illegally 

12 used or any bird, animal or fish unlawfully caught, taken, killed, 

13 had in possession or under control, shipped or about to be shipped. 

14 A court, upon receiving proof of probable cause for belie.ving in 

15 the concealment of a bird, animal or fish so unlawfully caught, 

16 taken, killed, had in possession or under control, shipped or about 

17 to be shipped, shall issue a search warrant and cause a search to 

18 be made in any place, and to that end, may, after demand and 

19 refusal, cam;;e any building, inclosure or car to be entered, and any 

20 apartment, chest, box, locker, crate, basket or package to be broken 

21 open and its contents examined by a member of the Fish and Game 

22 Council[, the fish and game protector or a warden] or any con

23 servation officer. All firearms, bows and arrows, shells or cartridges, 
EXPLANATION-Mauer	 enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to he omiued in the law. 
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24 fishing rods and reels, fishing lines, knives, lights, slingshots, traps, 

25 spears, spear guns or any other article or equipment that has been 

26 illegally used *[or any birds, animals or fish,]· ·and· seized by a 

27 member of the council[, tlle protector or a warden] or any conserva

28 tion officer shall btl *[disposed of in such manner as the court before 

29 which the offense is tried directs]· '.:'returned to the defendant when 

30 

31 

and if the case has been dismissed, if he has been found not guilty, 

or if he has been convicted and has pai.d the penalty and costs im
.IW. " 

B, 
III', l;' 

32 posed, if any·. 

33 The member of the council[, protector or warden] or conse'rva

34 tion officer shall not be liable for damages by reason of any such 

35 

36 

search or the ·[destruction]· '* seizure· of any nets or fishing, hunt

ing or trapping apparatus in accordance herewith. 
b:ll[A 

d1 i'/I 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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AN ACT concerning searches and seizures of equipment and appa

ratus used in violation of fish and game statutes and regulations 

and amending R. S. 23 :10-20. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Gene'ral Asse'mbly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 23 :10-20 is amended to read as follows: 

2 23 :10-20. A member of the Fish and Game COIJlIlciL[, the fish 

3 and game protector or a warden] and any conservation officer may, 

4 without warrant search and examine any boat, conveyance, vehicle, 

5 fish box, fish basket, game bag, game coat or other receptacle for 

6 game and fish, when he has reason to believe that a provision of 

7 this Title, or any law AupplemeIitary thereto, or the State Fish and 

8 Game Gode has been violated, and shall seize and take possession 

9 of any firearms, bows and arrows, shells or cartridges, fishing rods 

10 and reels, fishing lines, knives, lights, slingshots, traps, spears, 

11 spear guns or any other article or equipment that has been illegally 

12 used or any bird, animal or fish unlawfully caught, taken, killed, 

13 had in possession or under control, shipped or about to be shipped. 

14 A COiurt, upon receiving proof of probable cause for believing in 

15 the concealment of a bird, animal or fish so unlawfully caught, 

16 taken, killed, had in possession or under control, shipped or about 

17 to be shipped, shall issue a search warrant and c~use a search to 

18 be made in any place, and to that end, may, after demand and 

19 refusal, cause any building, inclosure or car to be entered, and any 

20 apartment, chest, box, locker, crate, basket or package to be broken 

21 open and its contents examined by a member of the Fish and Game 

22 Council[, the fish and game protector or a warden] or any con

23 servation officer. All firearms, bows and arrows, shells or cartridges, 

24 fishing rods and reels, fishing lines, knives, lights, slingshots, traps, 

25 siJears, spear guns or any other article or equipment that has been 

26 illegally used or any birds, animals or fish, seized by a member of 
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27 the cooncil[, the protector or a warden] or any conservation officer 

28 shall be disposed of in such manner as the court before which the 

29 offense is tried directs. 

30 The member of the council[, protector or warden] or conserva

31 tion officer shall not be liable for damages by reason of any such 

32 search or the destruction of any nets or fishing, hunting 0" trapping 

33 apparatus in accordance herewith. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this amendment is to provide conservation officers 

with authority to seize equipment used in the violation of statutes 

and regulations, and to insure its presentation in court as evidence. 



SENATE AMENDMENTS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 859 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADOPTED NOVEMBER 20, 1972 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 26, omit "or any birds, animals or fish,". 

insert "and' '. 

Amend page 2, section 1, lines 28 and 29, omit "disposed of in such 

manner as the court before which the offense is tried directs", insert 

"returned to the defendant when and if the case has been dismissed, 

if he has been found not guilty, or if he has been convicted and has 

paid the penalty and costs imposed, if any". 

Amend page 2, section 1, line 32, omit "destruction", insert 

, , seizure' ,. 
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'J 'TNTRODUCED'MARCII'20, 1~72,' 

",By AssemblymanLITTELL and'AsE?~.mblywowan_M.A~GlnTTS 

,~',:, Referred to Co~Illitt~e'.bli L~w, Ptibli"c: Saf~ty and Defense' 
, ~"'." :I.. I '•• :. ',' I ." .,'~ ' ••, • '~, .. ~ ~ ", 

AN ACT concetnihg<sMrch~sand :seizuresof €quipment and appa

ratus used in violafidb:of fish arid\game statutes and' regulations 

and amending R. S. 23 :10-20. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 23 :10-20 is amended to read as follows: 

2 23 :10-20. A member of the Fish and Game Council[, the fish 

3 and game protector or a warden] and any conservation officer may, 

4 without warrant search and examine any boat, conveyance, vehicle, 

5 fish box, fish basket, game bag, game coat or other receptacle for 

6 game and fish, when he has reason to believe that a provision of 

7 this Title, or any law supplementary thereto, or the State Fish and 

8 Game Code has been violated, and shall seize and take possession 

9 of any firearms, bows and arrows, shells or cartridges, fishing rods 

10 and reels, fishing lines, knives, lights, slingshots, traps, spears, 

11 spear guns or any other article or equipment that has been illegally 

12 used or any bird, animal or fish unlawfully caught, taken, killed, 

13 had in possession or under control, shipped or about to be shipped. 

14 A court, upon receiving proof of probable cause for believing in 

15 the concealment of a bird, animal or fish so unlawfully caught, 

16 taken, killed, had in possession or under control, shipped or about 

17 to be shipped, shall issue a search warrant and cause a search to 

18 be made in any place, and to that end, may, after demand and 

19 refusal, cause any building, inclosure or car to be entered, and any 

20 apartment, chest, box, locker, crate, basket or package to 00 broken 

21 open and its contents examined by a member of the Fish and Game 

22 Council[, the fish and game protector or a warden] or any con

23 servation officer. All firearms, bows and arrows, shells or cartridges, 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold.faeed brackets [thuaJ in the above bill 

i. not enacted and i. intended to be omitted in the law. 
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','"24 fishing rods and reels,/i:shiitg 'lines, 'knives~ lights, slingshots, traps, 

25 spears, spear ,gunsor(Jtl'l.y other article ,01' eq.~pment that has been 1\ ' 
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28 - ,tio.n.o.ffic.er.skaJl,he ·(diSJ>os.edaf in such.manner as thec.ourt before
 

29 which the offense is trieddinects]· ·retu'lnedto the4efendant,when
 

30 and if the case has been dismissed, if he has been found not guilty,
 

31 or if he has bee,~convicted and has ~paid the 'Pooalty and costs im


32 posed, if any·.
 
-I' 33 The member'of the council(, protectoT or waTden] Of" conse~va

34 tion offic.er shall not be liable for damages by reason of any such 
- \ i\ ' 35 search or the ·[destruction]· ·seizure· of any nets or fishing, hunt

36 mg or -trapping apparatus in accordance herewith. 

1 2. This 'act shall take effect immediate~. 
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