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SENATE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT 
COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 381 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

DATED: MAY 11, 1972 

Senate Bill No. 381 concerns wages paid to policemem and firemen for 

emergency duty. Section 1 of this bill amends N. J. S. 40A :14-50 so 

a8 to provide a municipality the additional option of paying firemen 

of a paid or part-paid fire department for emergency duty at the rate of 

1% times his prevailing hourly wage. 

Section 2 amends N. J. S. 40:14-134 so as to apply these same pro

visions to policemen who are called upon for emergency duty. The 

amendments to these two sections would allow a municipality to adopt 

a third schedule of compensation for emergency duty. Presently, the 

7-22-68 L3	 available forms are: payment at the prevailing wage or compen8atory 

time off. 
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SENATE, No. 381 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
IWfRODUCED JANUARY 24, 1m2 

By Sonator RINALDO 

Referred to Committee on County and Municipal Government 

AN ACT concerning emergency service by lllunicipal firemen and 

policemen, and amending seetions 40A :14-:)0 and 40A :14-134 of 

the New Jersey Statutes. 
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2 

1 

2 
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BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Asselnbly of the State 

of New Jersey: 

1. N. J. S. 40A :14-50 is amended to read as follows: 

40A :14-50. "Emergency" as used ~erein shall include allY lIn

usual conditions caused by any circumstances 01' situation hlCluding' 

shortages in the personnel of the paid or part-paid fire department 

0--6 auel forc(~ cauticu b.\' vacancies, sickness 01' injury, or by the taking of 

7 accrued vacation or sick lca\'(~ or both, whereby the safety of the 

8 :public is endangered or imperiled, as shall he determineu within the 

9 sole discretion of the officer, hoard or official having charge of the 

10 paid or part-paid fire department and force in any lllunicipality. 

11 In any municipality in which the officer, hoard 01' official having 

12 charge or control of the paid or part-paid fire department and 

13 force has authority, in times of any snell cmergency to summon 

14 and keep on duty auy paid lllcmoers of the paid 01' part-paid fire 

15 departmcnt and force for a pcriod or periods of time[or times] in 

16 excess of tlle hours of ordinary duty, the governing body may pro

17 vide compensation for some or all of such emel'geucy duty by any 

18 such fireman at his prevailing wag-c, or at a mte not ,in excess of 

19 11/2 times his lIfcuailing hou1'l:JJ /U((lJC rate,. which compensation 

20 shall be ill lieu of allY compensatory tirne off otherwisc due for the 

21 emergency duty so compensated. 

22 The g'ovcrniug body of thc muuicipality, if lleeessary, may makc 

23 emergency appropriations to provide funds for the payment of 

24 such compensation as provided oy law. 

1 2. N. .T. S. 40 :14-134 is amended to read as follows: 

2 40A:14-134. "Emerg'ency" as used herein :,;hall include any un

3 usual couditions caused by auy circulllstances or situation including 

, EXPLANATION-Matter encloser! in bold.faced bl'ackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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2 

4 shortages in thc personnol of the police department or force calli:iccl 

.5 by vacancies, siclOlei:-iS or injury, or by the taking of acclLlCd vaca

6 tion or sick leave or both, whereby the safety of the public is en

7 dan~'ered or imperiled,' as shall be determined within the sole dis

S cretion of the officer, board 01' official having charge of the police 

!1 department 01' force in any municipality. 

10 In any municipality in 'which HIP officer, board 01' official having' 

11 charge or control of the police department 01' force has authority, 

12 in tiri1es of any such en1ergency to summon and keep on duty any 

13 paid members of the polioe department or force f01' a period or 

14 periods of time [or times] in excess of the hours of ordinary duty, 

15 the governing body may provide compensation for some or all of 

16 such -emergency duty h~T any such policeman at his prevailing wage, 

17 01' (It ({ rate not in p;];(:eS8 0{11/-: t·imes his prevailing hondy wage 

18 rate, which compensation shall be in lieu of any compensatory time 

1!1 off otherwise due for tlle' emergency duty so compensated. 

20 The goYcrning body of tllC municipality ma:', if lIecessar~v, make 

21 (,l1lerg'elW~' appropriations to pl'oyide funds for tllC payment of such 

2'2 compensutioll as provided by law~ 

1 3. 'l'llis act sllall take effect immediately. 
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Senate Bill No. 381 concerns wages paid to policemelIl and firemen for 

emergency duty. Section 1 of this bill amends N. J. S. 40A :14-50 so 

as to provide a municipality the additional option of paying firemen 

of a paid or part-paid fire department for emergency duty at the rate of 

1% times his prevailing hourly wage. 

Seetioo 2 amends N. J. S. 40 :14-134 so as to apply these same pro

visions to policemen who are called uP2n for emergency duty. The 

amendments to these two sections would allow a municipality to adopt 

a third schedule of compensation for emergency duty. Presently, the 

available forms are: payment at the prevailing wage or compensatory 

time off. 



:F'ISCAL NOTE TO 

SENATE, No. 381 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MARCH 27, 1972 

Senate Bill No. 381 permits a municipality to pay any member of the 

police and fire department, time and a half pay for overtime. 

This is permissive legislation and the Civil Service Department states 

that it is impossible to compute a cost figure for this bill. 

In compliance with written request received, there is hereby submitted 

a fiscal estimate for the above bill, pursuant to P. L. 1962, c. 27. 
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:\liC;JST 9, 1972 

Governor William T. Callill signed into law today two bills CODCeynlng 

benefits for members of the Newark Retirement Syste~ and overtime pay for 

police and firemen. 

Sponsored by Senator rlich;lcl A. Gill] i<1no of ESf;CX COllnty, Sc-nat(; e2f, 

extends pension payments to mcmbers 0: tlie NC\.J;lrk Rctirclncnt: Syc;tcla whlJ !l,JVC 

completed between 15 and 24 years of service. 

Previously, membl2rs who 'vere terminillcd Irom employment before corn:,lctic8 
., " 

25 YCilrs could only receive a return of their pcnsiop contribution5. Un~cr the 

OC1,I legislatior:, members who have completed 15 years or rnorc arc gll8yar,cccd a 

pcnsi.on in an amount proportionDte to thc:'r years of service,. l1c:nDcrs viLa have 

completed 25 years of service will continue to receive a pension of 50% of 

salary, all payments beginning at age 60. 

This bill also increases from $50 to $So-per month the amount of benl2fits 

paid to surviving children and continues benefits beyond the age of 18 when the 

child is disabled. It removes time limitations on the purchase of credit for 

time served while not a member of the system and makes time spent as an employe 

of the Ne\vark Housing Authority eligible for purch~->,.se of prior service credit. 

In signing the legislation, Govl2rnor Cahill stated: 1I~~e cannot turn our 

backs on retired persons who must live on a fixed income, especially in this 

pl2riod of inflationary trends." The Governor noted that the·recent tax reform 

/ 
proposal would have provided additional benefits to persons on a fixed income in 

the form of reduced property taxes, senior citizens tax cccdits and credits for 

tenants. 

Governor Cahill also signed Senate 381, sponsored by Senator ?-l.Jlthc\v j. Ril:<l}do 

of Union County, which permits municipalities to pay police and firemen timc-and·a~ 

half wages for emergency overtime duty. Prior to the enactment of this legislation, 

overti~e was payed at the prevailing wage or with compensatory time off. 

/x~~.T~ 
ACTING SECRETARY OF S~'E 
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