
ASSEMBLY, No. 2234 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MARCH 15, 1971 

By Assemblymen KRAV ARIK, MAORAE, GARIBALDI, 

Assemblywoman FENWICK and Assemblymen BROWN 

and KEAN 

Referred to Committee on Revision and Amendment of Laws 

AN AcT abolishing distraint for rent and repealing chapter 33 of 

Title 2A of the New Jersey Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Distraint for rent is hereby abolished. 

1 2. Any provision of a lease or other agreement allowing dis-

2 traint for rent shall be deemed against public policy and be void. 

1 3. Chapter 33 of Title 2A of the New Jersey Statutes is hereby 

2 repealed. 

1 4. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to all 

2 leases or agreements entered into after the effective date of this 

3 act. 

STATEMENT 

New Jersey tenants have had their furniture and possessions 

seized and sold by landlords without any judicial hearing wbatso-

ever. 

A New Jersey court bas called distraint for rent ''the sole sur

viving relic in modern statutory law of the absolutism incident to 

the ancient feudal doctrine governing land tenures.'' 

In view of the hardship that the seizure and sale of furniture 

and clothing can cause a tenant, the extra judicial proceeding of 

distraint must be abolished. The a.ppropriate remedy for a land

lord is a promptly brought, inexpensive, summary proceeding in 

the district court. 
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ASSEMBLY, No. 2234 

ST A TE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED MARCH 15, 1971 

By Assemblymen KRA V ARIK, MACRAFJ, GARIBALDI, 

Assemblywoman FENWICK and Assemblymen BROWN 

and KEAN 

Referred to Committee on Revision and Amendment of Laws 

AN AcT abolishing distraint for rent ''of prem,ises under certain 

circimistances~' and ''[repealing chapte1· 33 of Title 2A of tho 

New Jersey Statntesr· ":mnPnding N. J. 8. 2A:88-1'x'. 

1 BE IT ENACT1m by the Senate and General .Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. *[Distraint for rent is l1oreby aholishod.r '''N. J. S. 2A :83-1 

2 is amended to read as follows: 

3 2A :33-1. Distraints niay be taken when ((Uthorized by law; but 

4 no unreasonable, excessive or wrongfnl disfrrtint shall be taken, and 

5 for any sitch taking, the distraining party shall be liable in dmnages 

6 to the party aggrieved. 

7 No distraint shall be permitted for 111oney owed on a lease or 

8 other agreenient for the occ'U]Jation of any real property used solely 

9 as a residence of the tenant.* 

1 *[2. Any provision of a lease or other agreement allowing dis-

2 traint for rent sliall be deemed against public policy and be void.]":' 

1 '''[3. Chapter ;:)3 of Title 2A of t110 Now Jersey Statutes is hereby 

2 repealed.]~' 

1 *[4.]* "' 2. ~· This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply 

2 to all leases or agreements entered into affor the effective date of 

3 this act. 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 



ASSEMBL y COMMFr11.EJ1~ AMENDMEl\"rS TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 2234 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

ADOP11ED APRIL 29, 1971 

Amend page 1, title, lino 1, aftc'r "rent", insert "of premises under 
certain circumstances''. 

Amend page 1, title>, line 1, omit "repealing chapter 33 of". 

Amend page 1, title, line 2, orni.t '' T'itle 2A of the N evv ,J erse:v 
Statutes", insert "a.mending- N . • J. S. 2A :33-1 ". 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 1, after "1.", omit entire line, insert 
'' N. ,J. S. 2A :33-1 is amended to read as follows: 

2A :33-1. Dis train ts may be taken when authorized by law; but no 

unreasonable, excessive or Wl'ongful c1istruint shall be taken, and for any 

such taking, the clistrnining pad~, sJiall be liable in damages to the 
party aggrieved. 

1Vo distraint shall be pennitterl for 1nonev owed on a lease or other 

agreement for the occupation of any real property used solelv as a 
residence of the tenant.". 

Amend page 1, section 2, lines 1 aud 2, omit section 2 in i,ts entirety. 

Amend page 1, section 3, line8 1 and 2, omit :-:;cction 3 in its entiret.r. 

Amend page 1, 8cctio11 4, line 1, orni t '' 4 '', insert '' 2 ''. 



JUNE 21, 1971 

..•. 

FRO~! 'l'HE OFFJ CE OF TIIE GOVEfUWR 

FOH RELEASE: 
1MMEDlf.TE 

Governor William T. C.::ihill today signed into lnw a pnckagc of four bills to 

greater protection for tenants. 

In signing the hills, the Governor said that the intent is to assure tenants 

rights, correct nbuses, and eliminate many of the undue hardsh~ps with which some 

tenants contend. Tiie bills also establish equitable guidelines for landlord-

tenant relations. 

Briefly, the four bills set procedures for the deposit of rents, prohibit 

~tenant lockouts, prevent the illegal seizure of a tenant's property and provide 

tenants shall receive interest on security deposits . 

. Under Senate Bill 2237, sponsored by Senator Albert D. Schiaffo (R., Bergen), 

tenants living in dwellings determined by the courts to be substandard may deposit 

with a court-appointed administrator rent money to be used for necessary improvement 

their living quarters. However, the bill also provides that landlords be notified 

. . 
tenants of existing conditions and have the opportunity to voluntarily undertake 

Assembly Bill 2233, sponsored by Assemblyman Martin E. Kravarik (R., Middlesex), 

practice of locking tenants out of their aparbnents to avoid the cost 

eviction proceedings against those who are delinquent. 

Under Assembly Dill 2234, aiso sponsored by Assemblyman Kravarik, landlords 

re prevented from confiscating or selling the possessions of tenants who have not 

aid their rent without having a judicial hearing or notice. 

Senate Bill 90tf, sponsored by Senator Robert E. Kay (R., Cape Hay), provides 

the interest accrued on security deposits be credited to the payment of any rent 

hat is due when a lease expires or is renewed. In addition, it provides that land-

ords are entitled to one percent of the accrued interest to cO\'er the costs of : 

dministcrin~ the fund. Tlie bill also provides that security. deposits arc limited 

o an amount cqu.'.11 to a month-ancl-a-hnlf's rent. These security deposits must: br~ 

eturned with n statement itemizing any deductions witliin thirty dnys After tcnnination 
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