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C.52:16A-26.10 

 

P.L. 2019, CHAPTER 115, approved May 10, 2019 

Assembly, No. 4500 

 

 

AN ACT concerning arts programs for youth at risk of juvenile 1 

delinquency and supplementing P.L.1966, c.214 (C.52:16A-25 et 2 

seq.). 3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1. a. The New Jersey State Council on the Arts shall publish 8 

on its website and disseminate to any organization in this State that 9 

expresses to the council an intent to develop or expand an arts 10 

program for youth at risk of juvenile delinquency a guide 11 

containing best practices for such programs. Under the best 12 

practices guidelines, programs should: 13 

 (1) recognize that art is a vehicle that can be used to engage 14 

youth in activities that will increase their self-esteem; 15 

 (2) provide for collaborative effort among the artist, social 16 

service provider, teacher, agency staff, youth, and family, as 17 

appropriate, in delivery of the program; 18 

 (3) recognize and involve the families of the youth and the 19 

communities in which the youth live;  20 

 (4) include age-appropriate curriculum;  21 

 (5) emphasize dynamic teaching tactics, such as hands-on 22 

learning, apprentice relationships, and the use of technology; 23 

 (6) to the extent possible, culminate in a public performance or 24 

exhibition with a focus on building participants’ self-esteem 25 

through public recognition; 26 

 (7) during the planning stage, address program goals, site 27 

selection, population, the development of relationships among team 28 

members, the methods for youth involvement in planning, 29 

curriculum design, transportation, safety, incentives, behavioral 30 

requirements, program growth, the balance between arts program 31 

and other program objectives, the balance between process and 32 

product, student recognition of achievements, and the involvement 33 

of families, communities, and volunteers; 34 

 (8) incorporate an evaluation system early into the program; 35 

 (9) train teams, collaboratively, that work with youth in team 36 

building, communication skills, and organizational skills;  37 

 (10) train teams in effective methods for working with youth 38 

from special populations, including in behavior management, 39 

adolescent psychology, and familiarization with the juvenile justice 40 

system; 41 

 (11) train teams in designing a curriculum or involving a 42 

trained curriculum specialist; 43 
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 (12) adopt training that is practical, addresses issues identified 1 

by team members, incorporates advice from a variety of trainers 2 

with expertise in relevant issue areas, provides opportunities for 3 

team members to share in successes and failures and engage in peer 4 

training, and integrates specialized training into ongoing training 5 

sessions whenever possible;  6 

 (13) require program staff to clearly define program goals and 7 

intended outcomes in evaluating an arts program, and to monitor 8 

and document program implementation and the service-delivery 9 

process;  10 

 (14) utilize “process evaluations,” which examine program 11 

implementation and service delivery, to describe and refine a 12 

program, measuring the impact on youth and identifying ways to 13 

improve a program; 14 

 (15) employ journals, portfolios, surveys, and artist 15 

observations as evaluation measures to determine the effects of arts 16 

programs on at-risk youth, incorporating those measures into 17 

program activities when possible; 18 

 (16) document program-specific factors, such as staff ratios, 19 

hours of contact, and duration of contact, in process evaluations; 20 

 (17) account for the impact of individual, family, and 21 

community factors on program effectiveness; and 22 

 (18) incorporate activities that recognize individual efforts and 23 

provide opportunities for youth to learn new skills, which activities 24 

are designed to reduce the influence of risk factors associated with 25 

adolescent problem behaviors, such as low neighborhood 26 

attachment, lack of commitment to school, alienation and 27 

rebelliousness, and friends who engage in problem behavior. 28 

 The council shall make periodic revisions to the guide as 29 

necessary.  30 

 b. The council shall provide technical and consultative 31 

assistance to any State agency or local government unit requesting 32 

such assistance to implement a program adopting the elements 33 

listed in subsection a. of this section. The council shall, upon 34 

completion or revision, deliver, by electronic or other means, the 35 

guide to the Juvenile Justice Commission and the Division of Child 36 

Protection and Permanency in the Department of Children and 37 

Families. 38 

 As used in this subsection, “State agency” means any agency in 39 

the Executive branch of State government, including, but not 40 

limited to, any department, board, bureau, commission, division, 41 

office, council, or instrumentality thereof, or independent agency, 42 

public authority or public benefit corporation, and any State college 43 

or public institution of higher education. “Local government unit” 44 

means a county, municipality, board of education, or county college 45 

as defined in section 2 of P.L.1982, c.189 (C.18A:64A-25.2). 46 

 47 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately.  48 
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STATEMENT 1 

 2 

 This bill directs the New Jersey State Council on the Arts to 3 

create, update, and disseminate a guide containing the “best 4 

practices” for arts programs for youth at risk of juvenile 5 

delinquency. The bill lists several elements that comprise best 6 

practices, based upon a report issued by the YouthARTS 7 

Development Project entitled, “YouthARTS Handbook: Arts 8 

Programs for Youth at Risk.” 9 

 The bill further requires the council to provide technical and 10 

consultative assistance to any State agency, State college or public 11 

institution of higher education, county, municipality, board of 12 

education, or county college that requests the assistance of the 13 

council in implementing a program following the best practices. 14 

The council is also to send a copy of the guide to the Juvenile 15 

Justice Commission and the Division of Child Protection and 16 

Permanency in the Department of Children and Families.  17 

 18 

 19 

                                 20 

 21 

 Directs NJ State Council on Arts to create and disseminate best 22 

practices guide for at-risk youth arts programs; requires council to 23 

assist government entities creating programs that adopt best 24 

practices.  25 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 3/26/2019) 

ASSEMBLY, No. 4500  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
218th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED SEPTEMBER 27, 2018 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Assemblyman  ANTHONY S. VERRELLI 

District 15 (Hunterdon and Mercer) 

Assemblyman  PEDRO MEJIA 

District 32 (Bergen and Hudson) 

Assemblywoman  SHANIQUE SPEIGHT 

District 29 (Essex) 

Senator  M. TERESA RUIZ 

District 29 (Essex) 

Senator  LINDA R. GREENSTEIN 

District 14 (Mercer and Middlesex) 

 

Co-Sponsored by: 

Assemblywoman McKnight, Assemblyman Caputo, Assemblywomen 

Vainieri Huttle, Murphy, Assemblyman Wimberly and Assemblywoman 

Lopez 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Directs NJ State Council on Arts to create and disseminate best practices 

guide for at-risk youth arts programs; requires council to assist government 

entities creating programs that adopt best practices.  

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 
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AN ACT concerning arts programs for youth at risk of juvenile 1 

delinquency and supplementing P.L.1966, c.214 (C.52:16A-25 et 2 

seq.). 3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1. a. The New Jersey State Council on the Arts shall publish 8 

on its website and disseminate to any organization in this State that 9 

expresses to the council an intent to develop or expand an arts 10 

program for youth at risk of juvenile delinquency a guide 11 

containing best practices for such programs. Under the best 12 

practices guidelines, programs should: 13 

 (1) recognize that art is a vehicle that can be used to engage 14 

youth in activities that will increase their self-esteem; 15 

 (2) provide for collaborative effort among the artist, social 16 

service provider, teacher, agency staff, youth, and family, as 17 

appropriate, in delivery of the program; 18 

 (3) recognize and involve the families of the youth and the 19 

communities in which the youth live;  20 

 (4) include age-appropriate curriculum;  21 

 (5) emphasize dynamic teaching tactics, such as hands-on 22 

learning, apprentice relationships, and the use of technology; 23 

 (6) to the extent possible, culminate in a public performance or 24 

exhibition with a focus on building participants’ self-esteem 25 

through public recognition; 26 

 (7) during the planning stage, address program goals, site 27 

selection, population, the development of relationships among team 28 

members, the methods for youth involvement in planning, 29 

curriculum design, transportation, safety, incentives, behavioral 30 

requirements, program growth, the balance between arts program 31 

and other program objectives, the balance between process and 32 

product, student recognition of achievements, and the involvement 33 

of families, communities, and volunteers; 34 

 (8) incorporate an evaluation system early into the program; 35 

 (9) train teams, collaboratively, that work with youth in team 36 

building, communication skills, and organizational skills;  37 

 (10) train teams in effective methods for working with youth 38 

from special populations, including in behavior management, 39 

adolescent psychology, and familiarization with the juvenile justice 40 

system; 41 

 (11) train teams in designing a curriculum or involving a 42 

trained curriculum specialist; 43 

 (12) adopt training that is practical, addresses issues identified 44 

by team members, incorporates advice from a variety of trainers 45 

with expertise in relevant issue areas, provides opportunities for 46 

team members to share in successes and failures and engage in peer 47 

training, and integrates specialized training into ongoing training 48 

sessions whenever possible;  49 
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 (13) require program staff to clearly define program goals and 1 

intended outcomes in evaluating an arts program, and to monitor 2 

and document program implementation and the service-delivery 3 

process;  4 

 (14) utilize “process evaluations,” which examine program 5 

implementation and service delivery, to describe and refine a 6 

program, measuring the impact on youth and identifying ways to 7 

improve a program; 8 

 (15) employ journals, portfolios, surveys, and artist 9 

observations as evaluation measures to determine the effects of arts 10 

programs on at-risk youth, incorporating those measures into 11 

program activities when possible; 12 

 (16) document program-specific factors, such as staff ratios, 13 

hours of contact, and duration of contact, in process evaluations; 14 

 (17) account for the impact of individual, family, and 15 

community factors on program effectiveness; and 16 

 (18) incorporate activities that recognize individual efforts and 17 

provide opportunities for youth to learn new skills, which activities 18 

are designed to reduce the influence of risk factors associated with 19 

adolescent problem behaviors, such as low neighborhood 20 

attachment, lack of commitment to school, alienation and 21 

rebelliousness, and friends who engage in problem behavior. 22 

 The council shall make periodic revisions to the guide as 23 

necessary.  24 

 b. The council shall provide technical and consultative 25 

assistance to any State agency or local government unit requesting 26 

such assistance to implement a program adopting the elements 27 

listed in subsection a. of this section. The council shall, upon 28 

completion or revision, deliver, by electronic or other means, the 29 

guide to the Juvenile Justice Commission and the Division of Child 30 

Protection and Permanency in the Department of Children and 31 

Families. 32 

 As used in this subsection, “State agency” means any agency in 33 

the Executive branch of State government, including, but not 34 

limited to, any department, board, bureau, commission, division, 35 

office, council, or instrumentality thereof, or independent agency, 36 

public authority or public benefit corporation, and any State college 37 

or public institution of higher education. “Local government unit” 38 

means a county, municipality, board of education, or county college 39 

as defined in section 2 of P.L.1982, c.189 (C.18A:64A-25.2). 40 

 41 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 42 

 43 

 44 

STATEMENT 45 

 46 

 This bill directs the New Jersey State Council on the Arts to 47 

create, update, and disseminate a guide containing the “best 48 

practices” for arts programs for youth at risk of juvenile 49 
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delinquency. The bill lists several elements that comprise best 1 

practices, based upon a report issued by the YouthARTS 2 

Development Project entitled, “YouthARTS Handbook: Arts 3 

Programs for Youth at Risk.” 4 

 The bill further requires the council to provide technical and 5 

consultative assistance to any State agency, State college or public 6 

institution of higher education, county, municipality, board of 7 

education, or county college that requests the assistance of the 8 

council in implementing a program following the best practices. 9 

The council is also to send a copy of the guide to the Juvenile 10 

Justice Commission and the Division of Child Protection and 11 

Permanency in the Department of Children and Families.  12 



ASSEMBLY TOURISM, GAMING AND THE ARTS 

COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

ASSEMBLY, No. 4500  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  FEBRUARY 7, 2019 

 

     The Assembly Tourism, Gaming and the Arts Committee reports 

favorably Assembly Bill No. 4500. 

 This bill directs the New Jersey State Council on the Arts to 

create, update, and disseminate a guide containing the “best 

practices” for arts programs for youth at risk of juvenile 

delinquency. The bill lists several elements that comprise best 

practices, based upon a report issued by the YouthARTS 

Development Project entitled “YouthARTS Handbook: Arts 

Programs for Youth at Risk.” 

 The bill further requires the council to provide technical and 

consultative assistance to any State agency, State college or public 

institution of higher education, county, municipality, board of 

education, or county college that requests the assistance of the 

council in implementing a program following the best practices. 

The council is also to send a copy of the guide to the Juvenile 

Justice Commission and the Division of Child Protection and 

Permanency in the Department of Children and Families.  



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 10/30/2018) 

SENATE, No. 3119  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
218th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED OCTOBER 18, 2018 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Senator  M. TERESA RUIZ 

District 29 (Essex) 

Senator  LINDA R. GREENSTEIN 

District 14 (Mercer and Middlesex) 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Directs NJ State Council on Arts to create and disseminate best practices 

guide for at-risk youth arts programs; requires council to assist government 

entities creating programs that adopt best practices.  

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 
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AN ACT concerning arts programs for youth at risk of juvenile 1 

delinquency and supplementing P.L.1966, c.214 (C.52:16A-25 et 2 

seq.). 3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

  1. a. The New Jersey State Council on the Arts shall publish 8 

on its website and disseminate to any organization in this State that 9 

expresses to the council an intent to develop or expand an arts 10 

program for youth at risk of juvenile delinquency a guide 11 

containing best practices for such programs. Under the best 12 

practices guidelines, programs should: 13 

 (1) recognize that art is a vehicle that can be used to engage 14 

youth in activities that will increase their self-esteem; 15 

 (2) provide for collaborative effort among the artist, social 16 

service provider, teacher, agency staff, youth, and family, as 17 

appropriate, in delivery of the program; 18 

 (3) recognize and involve the families of the youth and the 19 

communities in which the youth live;  20 

 (4) include age-appropriate curriculum;  21 

 (5) emphasize dynamic teaching tactics, such as hands-on 22 

learning, apprentice relationships, and the use of technology;  23 

 (6) to the extent possible, culminate in a public performance or 24 

exhibition with a focus on building participants’ self-esteem 25 

through public recognition; 26 

 (7) during the planning stage, address program goals, site 27 

selection, population, the development of relationships among team 28 

members, the methods for youth involvement in planning, 29 

curriculum design, transportation, safety, incentives, behavioral 30 

requirements, program growth, the balance between arts program 31 

and other program objectives, the balance between process and 32 

product, student recognition of achievements, and the involvement 33 

of families, communities, and volunteers; 34 

 (8) incorporate an evaluation system early into the program; 35 

 (9) train teams, collaboratively, that work with youth in team 36 

building, communication skills, and organizational skills;  37 

 (10) train teams in effective methods for working with youth 38 

from special populations, including in behavior management, 39 

adolescent psychology, and familiarization with the juvenile justice 40 

system; 41 

 (11) train teams in designing a curriculum or involving a 42 

trained curriculum specialist; 43 

 (12) adopt training that is practical, addresses issues identified 44 

by team members, incorporates advice from a variety of trainers 45 

with expertise in relevant issue areas, provides opportunities for 46 

team members to share in successes and failures and engage in peer 47 

training, and integrates specialized training into ongoing training 48 

sessions whenever possible;  49 
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 (13) require program staff to clearly define program goals and 1 

intended outcomes in evaluating an arts program, and to monitor 2 

and document program implementation and the service-delivery 3 

process;  4 

 (14) utilize “process evaluations,” which examine program 5 

implementation and service delivery, to describe and refine a 6 

program, measuring the impact on youth and identifying ways to 7 

improve a program; 8 

 (15) employ journals, portfolios, surveys, and artist 9 

observations as evaluation measures to determine the effects of arts 10 

programs on at-risk youth, incorporating those measures into 11 

program activities when possible; 12 

 (16) document program-specific factors, such as staff ratios, 13 

hours of contact, and duration of contact, in process evaluations; 14 

 (17) account for the impact of individual, family, and 15 

community factors on program effectiveness; and 16 

 (18) incorporate activities that recognize individual efforts and 17 

provide opportunities for youth to learn new skills, which activities 18 

are designed to reduce the influence of risk factors associated with 19 

adolescent problem behaviors, such as low neighborhood 20 

attachment, lack of commitment to school, alienation and 21 

rebelliousness, and friends who engage in problem behavior. 22 

 The council shall make periodic revisions to the guide as 23 

necessary.  24 

  b. The council shall provide technical and consultative 25 

assistance to any State agency or local government unit requesting 26 

such assistance to implement a program adopting the elements 27 

listed in subsection a. of this section. The council shall, upon 28 

completion or revision, deliver, by electronic or other means, the 29 

guide to the Juvenile Justice Commission and the Division of Child 30 

Protection and Permanency in the Department of Children and 31 

Families. 32 

 As used in this subsection, “State agency” means any agency in 33 

the Executive branch of State government, including, but not 34 

limited to, any department, board, bureau, commission, division, 35 

office, council, or instrumentality thereof, or independent agency, 36 

public authority or public benefit corporation, and any State college 37 

or public institution of higher education. “Local government unit” 38 

means a county, municipality, board of education, or county college 39 

as defined in section 2 of P.L.1982, c.189 (C.18A:64A-25.2). 40 

 41 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 42 

 43 

 44 

STATEMENT 45 

 46 

 This bill directs the New Jersey State Council on the Arts to 47 

create, update, and disseminate a guide containing the “best 48 

practices” for arts programs for youth at risk of juvenile 49 
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delinquency. The bill lists several elements that comprise best 1 

practices, based upon a report issued by the YouthARTS 2 

Development Project entitled, “YouthARTS Handbook: Arts 3 

Programs for Youth at Risk.” 4 

 The bill further requires the council to provide technical and 5 

consultative assistance to any State agency, State college or public 6 

institution of higher education, county, municipality, board of 7 

education, or county college that requests the assistance of the 8 

council in implementing a program following the best practices. 9 

The council is also to send a copy of the guide to the Juvenile 10 

Justice Commission and the Division of Child Protection and 11 

Permanency in the Department of Children and Families.  12 



SENATE STATE GOVERNMENT, WAGERING, TOURISM & 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
 

STATEMENT TO  
 

SENATE, No. 3119  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  FEBRUARY 21, 2019 

 

 The Senate State Government, Wagering, Tourism and Historic 

Preservation Committee reports favorably Senate Bill No. 3119. 

 This bill directs the New Jersey State Council on the Arts to 

create, update, and disseminate a guide containing the “best 

practices” for arts programs for youth at risk of juvenile 

delinquency. The bill lists several elements that comprise best 

practices, based upon a report issued by the YouthARTS 

Development Project entitled, “YouthARTS Handbook: Arts 

Programs for Youth at Risk.” 

 The bill further requires the council to provide technical and 

consultative assistance to any State agency, State college or public 

institution of higher education, county, municipality, board of 

education, or county college that requests the assistance of the 

council in implementing a program following the best practices. 

The council is also to send a copy of the guide to the Juvenile 

Justice Commission and the Division of Child Protection and 

Permanency in the Department of Children and Families.  
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Governor Murphy Takes Action on Legislation

TRENTON – Today, Governor Phil Murphy signed the following bills and resolutions into law:  

A2810 (Greenwald, Murphy/Pou) - Requires active supervision of certain professional and occupational licensing
boards.   

A4285 (Lopez, Quijano, Armato/Vitale, Singleton) - Requires Commissioner of Health to develop voluntary
registry to collect cancer incidence data from firefighters. 

A4416 (Swain, Karabinchak, Timberlake/Kean, Greenstein) - Prohibits sale or distribution of products containing
asbestos.  

A4500 (Verrelli, Mejia, Speight/Ruiz, Greenstein) - Directs NJ State Council on Arts to create and disseminate
best practices guide for at-risk youth arts programs; requires council to assist government entities creating programs
that adopt best practices.  

A4578 (Land, Andrzejczak, McKeon/Smith, Greenstein) - Makes supplemental appropriation of $50 million from
General Fund to DEP and adds language provisions concerning use of certain environmental settlement monies for
natural resource restoration projects.  

A4612 (Jimenez, Mejia, Giblin/Cryan) - Codifies State-specific exam requirement for land surveyor license.   

A4799 (Lopez, Coughlin, Benson/Vitale, Ruiz) - Permits self-administration of hydrocortisone sodium succinate
by students for adrenal insufficiency and requires that school districts and nonpublic schools establish policy for
emergency administration of medication.   

A5034 (Pinkin/Smith) - Authorizes sale and conveyance of certain State-owned real property in Stafford Township,
Ocean County to US Fish and Wildlife Service.   

S52 (Singleton, Gill/Caputo, Webber, Murphy) - Requires disclosure of breach of security of online account.   

S455 (Addiego, Singleton/Murphy, Dancer, Rooney) - Requires disclosure of identifying information prior to sale
of horse at auction.  

S515 (Kean, Sarlo/Munoz, Johnson, Bucco) - Exempts sales of certain materials used in industrial sand casting
processes from sales and use tax.   

S542 (Oroho, Singleton/Tucker, Wirths, Space) - Designates High Point State Park as High Point State Park and
New Jersey Veterans Memorial.    

Newark, N.J.
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S604 (Smith/Pinkin) - Provides that electric power supplier license issued by BPU may be renewed without expiring
if certain conditions are met.   

S605 (Smith/Pinkin, McKeon) - Provides that natural gas supplier license issued by BPU may be renewed without
expiring if certain conditions are met.   

S875 (Sweeney, Greenstein/Vainieri Huttle, Munoz, Murphy) - Establishes the "Sexual Assault Victim's Bill of
Rights."   

S1729 (Thompson, Quijano/Jones, Barclay) - Designates Streptomyces griseus as New Jersey State Microbe.  

S2676 (Bucco, Lagana/Schaer, Calabrese, Tully) - Requires boards of education and nonpublic schools to
provide law enforcement authorities with copies of blueprints and maps of schools and school grounds.   

S2707 (Ruiz, Madden/Lampitt, Vainieri Huttle, Armato) - Establishes task force within DOE on prevention of
sexual abuse of children.   

S2709 (Ruiz, Madden/Mukherji, Lampitt, Chiaravalloti, Vainieri Huttle, Armato) - Provides that certain persons
who commit act of sexual penetration or sexual contact with students who are at least 18 but less than 22 years old
are guilty of sexual assault or criminal sexual assault.    

S2711 (Ruiz, Madden/Lampitt, Vainieri Huttle, Jones) - Mandates child abuse and sexual abuse training for all
candidates for teaching certification.   

S2720 (Diegnan, Scutari/Johnson, Quijano, Murphy) - Requires autocycles to be insured by PIP coverage to
pedestrians.   

SJR101 (Gopal/Pintor Marin, Houghtaling, Downey) - Designates March 15 of each year as Peter Francisco Day
in New Jersey. 
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