








































































































































































































POINT II 

THE TRIAL COURT DID NOT ABUSE ITS 
DISCRETION BY ADMITTING THE PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF THE BODY OF THE VICTIM. 

Defendant contends that the trial court abused its 

discretion by admitting the photographs of the ·body of the 

victim. Defendant claims that the pictures -re too gruesome 

and inflaamatory to show the jury because they depicted the 

partially decomposed body of the victim covered by maggots. 

(Db30).8 Defendant maintains that the prejudicial effect

outweighed the probative value of the pictures. The State 

disagrees, and submits that the court below properly admitted 

the photographs becau■e the pictures were vital in assessi119 the 

key issue in the case,!.:.!• the ti■e of death, and any possible 

prejudicial effect did not Oiltweigh the probative value. 

The pictures depicted the body of the victim in the 

bathtub as she was found at the crime scene.9 (13T83-5 to

25). There were maggots on her body, principally around her 

head and face, and her body was partially decomposed. Defendant 

argued below that the photographs were too gruesome and should 

be excluded. Defendant called a psychologist, Dr. Robert 

Buckout, to attest to the effect that such pictures could have 

on the jury. As defendant states in his brief, Dr. Buckout 

Contrary to defendant's assertion (Db23), the State did not 
offer any pictures of the "autopsy subsequently conducted" upon 
the victim, nor were any such pictures admitted by the court. 
(19T63-18 to 21). 

One of the pictures, S-153, was taken of the body in a metal 
container after it was removed from the tub. (19T61-3 to 5). 
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