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NJSA:  52:4B-37 (Revises definition of victim in “Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights.”) 
 

BILL NO: S180  (Substituted for A1421) 

 

SPONSOR(S) Bateman and others 
 

DATE INTRODUCED: January 12, 2016 
 

COMMITTEE:  ASSEMBLY: Law and Public Safety 
     

   SENATE: Law and Public Safety 

      

AMENDED DURING PASSAGE:  No 

 

DATE OF PASSAGE:  ASSEMBLY: May 26, 2016 
 

    SENATE: February 11, 2016 

 

DATE OF APPROVAL:  July 11, 2016 
 

FOLLOWING ARE ATTACHED IF AVAILABLE: 

                                                                                                 

 FINAL TEXT OF BILL (First Reprint enacted) 
   

 S180 

  SPONSOR’S STATEMENT:  (Begins on page 2 of introduced bill)  Yes 
 

  COMMITTEE STATEMENT:   ASSEMBLY:  Yes  
              

        SENATE:  Yes 
             
 
(Audio archived recordings of the committee meetings, corresponding to the date of the committee statement, may possibly 
be found at www.njleg.state.nj.us) 
 

  FLOOR AMENDMENT STATEMENT:     No 
 

  LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ESTIMATE:     No  

  

 A1421 
 

  SPONSOR’S STATEMENT: (Begins on page s of introduced bill)   
 

  COMMITTEE STATEMENT:   ASSEMBLY:  Yes  
             

        SENATE:  No  
 

  FLOOR AMENDMENT STATEMENT:     No 
 

  LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ESTIMATE:     No 
 

(continued) 

 

  



  

 

 

VETO MESSAGE:         No 

 

GOVERNOR’S PRESS RELEASE ON SIGNING:      Yes 
 

FOLLOWING WERE PRINTED: 
 To check for circulating copies, contact New Jersey State Government 
 Publications at the State Library (609) 278-2640 ext.103 or mailto:refdesk@njstatelib.org 
 

 REPORTS:         No 
 

 HEARINGS:         No 
 

 NEWSPAPER ARTICLES:       Yes 
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 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

 Matter enclosed in superscript numerals has been adopted as follows: 

 1Senate SLP committee amendments adopted February 4, 2016. 

 

 

 

P.L.2016, CHAPTER 15, approved July 11, 2016 

Senate, No. 180 (First Reprint) 

 

AN ACT concerning crime victims and amending P.L.1985, c.249.   1 

 2 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 3 

of New Jersey: 4 

 5 

 1. Section 4 of P.L.1985, 1c.1249 (C.52:4B-37) is amended to 6 

read as follows:   7 

 4. As used in this act, "victim" means a person who suffers 8 

personal, physical or psychological injury or death or incurs loss of 9 

or injury to personal or real property as a result of a crime 10 

committed by an adult or an act of delinquency that would 11 

constitute a crime if committed by an adult, committed against that 12 

person.  "Victim" also includes [the nearest relative of the victim of 13 

a criminal homicide] the spouse, parent, legal guardian, 14 

grandparent, child, sibling, domestic partner or civil union partner 15 

of the decedent in the case of a criminal homicide or act of juvenile 16 

delinquency 1that would constitute a criminal homicide if 17 

committed by an adult1. 18 

(cf:  P.L.2001, c.407, s.2) 19 

 20 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately.   21 

 22 

 23 

                                 24 

 25 

 Revises definition of victim in “Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights.”  26 



  

SENATE, No. 180  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
217th LEGISLATURE 

   

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2016 SESSION 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Senator  CHRISTOPHER "KIP" BATEMAN 

District 16 (Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex and Somerset) 

Senator  LORETTA WEINBERG 

District 37 (Bergen) 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Revises definition of victim in “Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights.”  

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel. 

    



 

S180 BATEMAN, WEINBERG 

2 

 

 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

 

 

AN ACT concerning crime victims and amending P.L.1985, c.249.   1 

 2 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 3 

of New Jersey: 4 

 5 

 1. Section 4 of P.L.1985, 249 (C.52:4B-37) is amended to read 6 

as follows:   7 

 4. As used in this act, "victim" means a person who suffers 8 

personal, physical or psychological injury or death or incurs loss of 9 

or injury to personal or real property as a result of a crime 10 

committed by an adult or an act of delinquency that would 11 

constitute a crime if committed by an adult, committed against that 12 

person.  "Victim" also includes [the nearest relative of the victim of 13 

a criminal homicide] the spouse, parent, legal guardian, 14 

grandparent, child, sibling, domestic partner or civil union partner 15 

of the decedent in the case of a criminal homicide or act of juvenile 16 

delinquency. 17 

(cf:  P.L.2001, c.407, s.2) 18 

 19 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately.   20 

 21 

 22 

STATEMENT 23 

 24 

 This bill revises the definition of “victim” under the “Crime 25 

Victim’s Bill of Rights.”   26 

 Specifically, the bill changes the definition of “victim” to 27 

correspond with the definition of “victim” in the Victim’s Rights 28 

Amendment under paragraph 22 of Article 1 of the New Jersey 29 

Constitution.   30 

 The bill also revises this definition of “victim” to  include a 31 

domestic partner or civil union partner.  Under the bill, domestic 32 

partners and civil union partners would be entitled to protections 33 

under the Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights and to receive 34 

compensation under the "Criminal Injuries Compensation Act of 35 

1971," P.L.1971, c.317 (C.52:4B-1 et seq.).   36 

 According to the sponsor, the current practice of excluding 37 

domestic and civil union partners from these protections and 38 

benefits is unfair to the survivor and contrary to the intentions of 39 

the victim.   40 



ASSEMBLY LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

STATEMENT TO  

 

[First Reprint] 

SENATE, No. 180  

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  FEBRUARY 22, 2016 

 

 The Assembly Law and Public Safety Committee reports favorably 

Senate Bill No. 180 (1R). 

 As reported by the committee, Senate Bill No. 180 (1R) revises the 

definition of “victim” under the “Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights.” 

 Specifically, the amended bill changes the definition of “victim” to 

correspond with the definition of “victim” in the Victim’s Rights 

Amendment under paragraph 22 of Article I of the New Jersey 

Constitution.  The definition of a victim in the Constitution includes 

the spouse, parent, legal guardian, grandparent, child, or sibling of the 

decedent in the case of a criminal homicide. 

 The amended bill also revises this definition of “victim” to include 

a domestic partner or civil union partner.  Under the bill, domestic 

partners and civil union partners would be entitled to protections under 

the Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights and to receive compensation under 

the "Criminal Injuries Compensation Act of 1971," P.L.1971, 

c.317 (C.52:4B-1 et seq.). 

 According to the sponsor, the current practice of excluding 

domestic and civil union partners from these protections and benefits 

is unfair to the survivor and contrary to the intentions of the victim. 

 As reported by the committee, this bill is identical to Assembly 

Bill No. 1421, also amended and reported by the committee on this 

same date. 



SENATE LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

STATEMENT TO  

 

SENATE, No. 180 

 
with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  JANUARY 28, 2016 

 

 The Senate Law and Public Safety Committee reports favorably 

and with committee amendments Senate Bill No. 180. 

 As amended and reported by the committee, Senate Bill No. 180 

revises the definition of “victim” under the “Crime Victim’s Bill of 

Rights.”   

 Specifically, the amended bill changes the definition of “victim” to 

correspond with the definition of “victim” in the Victim’s Rights 

Amendment under paragraph 22 of Article I of the New Jersey 

Constitution.  The definition of a victim in the Constitution includes 

the spouse, parent, legal guardian, grandparent, child, or sibling of the 

decedent in the case of a criminal homicide.   

 The amended bill also revises this definition of “victim” to include 

a domestic partner or civil union partner.  Under the bill, domestic 

partners and civil union partners would be entitled to protections under 

the Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights and to receive compensation under 

the "Criminal Injuries Compensation Act of 1971," P.L.1971, c.317 

(C.52:4B-1 et seq.).   

 According to the sponsor, the current practice of excluding 

domestic and civil union partners from these protections and benefits 

is unfair to the survivor and contrary to the intentions of the victim.   

 This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 2016-2017 session 

pending technical review.  As reported, the bill includes the changes 

required by technical review, which has been performed. 

 The committee made clarifying and technical amendments to the 

bill.   

 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 2/23/2016) 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1421  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
217th LEGISLATURE 

   

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2016 SESSION 

 

 

Sponsored by: 

Assemblyman  GORDON M. JOHNSON 

District 37 (Bergen) 

Assemblyman  RAJ MUKHERJI 

District 33 (Hudson) 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS 

 Revises definition of victim in “Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights.”  

 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel. 

    



 

A1421 JOHNSON, MUKHERJI 

2 

 

 EXPLANATION – Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is 

not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 

 

 Matter underlined thus is new matter. 

 

 

AN ACT concerning crime victims and amending P.L.1985, c.249.   1 

 2 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 3 

of New Jersey: 4 

 5 

 1. Section 4 of P.L.1985, 249 (C.52:4B-37) is amended to read 6 

as follows:   7 

 4. As used in this act, "victim" means a person who suffers 8 

personal, physical or psychological injury or death or incurs loss of 9 

or injury to personal or real property as a result of a crime 10 

committed by an adult or an act of delinquency that would 11 

constitute a crime if committed by an adult, committed against that 12 

person.  "Victim" also includes [the nearest relative of the victim of 13 

a criminal homicide] the spouse, parent, legal guardian, 14 

grandparent, child, sibling, domestic partner or civil union partner 15 

of the decedent in the case of a criminal homicide or act of juvenile 16 

delinquency. 17 

(cf:  P.L.2001, c.407, s.2) 18 

  19 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately.   20 

 21 

 22 

STATEMENT 23 

 24 

 This bill revises the definition of “victim” under the “Crime 25 

Victim’s Bill of Rights.”   26 

 Specifically, the bill changes the definition of “victim” to 27 

correspond with the definition of “victim” in the Victim’s Rights 28 

Amendment under paragraph 22 of Article 1 of the New Jersey 29 

Constitution.   30 

 The bill also revises this definition of “victim” to  include a 31 

domestic partner or civil union partner.  Under the bill, domestic 32 

partners and civil union partners would be entitled to protections 33 

under the Crime Victim’s Bill of Rights and to receive 34 

compensation under the "Criminal Injuries Compensation Act of 35 

1971," P.L.1971, c.317 (C.52:4B-1 et seq.).   36 

 According to the sponsor, the current practice of excluding 37 

domestic and civil union partners from these protections and 38 

benefits is unfair to the survivor and contrary to the intentions of 39 

the victim.   40 



ASSEMBLY LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

STATEMENT TO  

 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1421  
 

with committee amendments 

 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  FEBRUARY 22, 2016 

 

 The Assembly Law and Public Safety Committee reports favorably 

and with committee amendments Assembly Bill No. 1421. 

 As amended and reported by the committee, Assembly Bill No. 

1421 revises the definition of “victim” under the “Crime Victim’s Bill 

of Rights.”   

 The amended bill changes the definition of “victim” to correspond 

with the definition of “victim” in the Victim’s Rights Amendment 

under paragraph 22 of Article 1 of the New Jersey Constitution and to 

make the definition consistent with current law.   

 The definition of a victim in the Constitution includes the spouse, 

parent, legal guardian, grandparent, child, or sibling of the decedent in 

the case of a criminal homicide.  The amended bill reflects this 

definition of “victim” and also revises it to include a domestic partner 

or civil union partner.   

 Under the amended bill, domestic partners and civil union partners 

would be entitled to protections under the Crime Victim’s Bill of 

Rights and to receive compensation under the “Criminal Injuries 

Compensation Act of 1971,” P.L.1971, c.317 (C.52:4B-1 et seq.). 

According to the sponsor’s statement, the current practice of excluding 

domestic and civil union partners from these protections and benefits 

is unfair to the survivor and contrary to the intentions of the victim. 

 As reported by the committee, Assembly Bill No. 1421 is identical 

to Senate Bill No 180 (1R) which was also reported by the committee 

on this date. 

 This amended bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 2016-2017 

session pending technical review.  As reported, the amended bill 

includes the changes required by technical review, which has been 

performed. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 

 The committee made clarifying and technical amendments to the 

amended bill. 
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