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ASSEMBLY, No. 3411 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED MAY 5, 1975 

By	 Assemblymen MAcINNES, GARRUBBO, NEWMAN, GLAD­

STONE ESPOSITO, VAN 'WAGNER, NERI, ORECHIO and 

SALKIND 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT to amend" An act concerning roadside advertising, amel.ld­

ing P. L. 1959, c. 19], approved December 15, ]959 and supple­

menting Title 27 of the Revised Statutes," approved Jun8 10, 

1963 (P. L. 1963, c. 93). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assernbly of the State 

2 of N e1U Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2 of P. L. 1963, c. 93 (C. 27:7A-12) is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 2. As used in this act: 

4 (a) "Interstate System" means those hi.ghways constructed 

5 within this State and approved by the Secretary of Transportation 

6 of the United States as an official portion of the National System 

7 of Interstate and Defense Highways pursnant to the provisions 

8 of Title 23, "Highways," of the United States Code, as amended. 

9 (b)" Primary System" means any highway so designated by 

10 the State of New Jersey and approved by the !<'ederal authorities 

11 pursnant to Title 23 of the United States Code. 

12 (c)" Controlled portion of the Interstate System" means any 

13 portion which is constructed upon any part of right-oE-way, the 

14 entire width of which was acquired subsequent to July 1, 1956, 

15 excluding those segments which traverse commercial or industrial 

16 zones within the boundaries of incorporated municipalities, as 

17 such boundaries existed on September 21, 1959, wherein the use of 

18 real property adjacent to the Interstate System is subject to 

19 municipal regulation or control, and which traverse other areas 

20 where the land use, as of September 21, 1959, 'ms clearly estab­

21 lished by the laws of this State as industrial or commercial. 

22 (d)" Protected areas" means all areas inside the boundaries oE 

23 this State which are adjacent to and within 660 feet of the edge 
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24 of the right-of-way of the Interstate System or Primary System 

25 within this State and all at'eas inside the bmtndaries of th'is State 

26 which aTe beyond C60 feet of the edge of the right-ol-way of the 

Interstate S:ljstem or Primary System within this State and O1'e 

28 outside urban area,s. 

29 (e) "Informational site" menns an area or a site established 

30 anclmailltained within or adjacent to the right-of-way of a highway 

31 all the Interstate System by or under the supervision or control 

:32 of the Department of Transportation, wherein panels for the dis­

33 play of advertising' and illfol'mational SIgns may be erpcted and 

34 maintained. 

35 (f) "Roadside advertising" means the use of any roadside sign 

36 \vhich is intended to attract, or which does attract, the attention of 

37 operators, att(Ondants, or passengers of motor vehicles using the 

38 Interstate System or the Primary Systems. 

:19 (go) "Roadside sign" means any writing, printing, painting, dis­

40 pIny, emblem, drawing, sign, or other device whether placed on the 

..n ground, rocks, trees, treestumps or other natural structures, or on 

42 a building, structure, signboard, billboard, wallboard, roofboard, 

43 frame, sUppOlj, fence, or elsewhere, and any lighting or other 

.:J.4 accessories used in conjunction there\yith. 

-:1:5 (h)" :\lain-tra\;elecl "Yay" llle:m:,; the traveled \vay of a highway 

46 on which through traffic is carried. It does not include such 

47 faeilities as frontage roads, turning roadways, or parking areas. 

48 (i) "U1'ban areas" mco'l1s an urba,nized area or, in the case of an 

49 'urbanized area enco'i'Wpass'ing more than one state, thai part of the 

50 urbanized (it'eain this State, or an urban place as designated by the 

51 B'ureau of Census !Laring a 17opl,lation of 5,000 or 'more and not 

52 'loithin anyurba,uized ({rca, w-ithin boundaries to be fixed by 

63 1'espons'iblc State and local officials in cooperation with each other, 

54, subject to appro'l:al by the Secretary of 1'ransportCltion. Such 

55 boundar"ies shall, as a mini'lnUnl, encompass the entire urban place 

56 designated by the Bureau of Census. 

1 2. Section 6 of P. L. 1963, c. 93 (C. 27:7A-16) is amended to 

:2 read as follows: 

3 G. In those portions of protected areas w-ithin 660 feet of the edge 

4 of the right-o/-u;ay of the Interstate 8yste'tn or Primary System 

,j only the follo,ving roadside signs shall be permitted subject to 

(j regulations to be promulgated by the Commissioner of Transporta­

I tion: 

8 (a) Directional and other official signs and notices, which signs 

9 and notices shall inducle, but not be limited to, signs and notices 
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pertaining to natural wonders, scemc and historical attractions, 

11 which are required or authorized by law, and which shall conform 

12 to national standards promulgated by the L nited States Secretary 

13 of Transportation; 

14 (b) Signs, displays and devices advertising the sale or lease of 

15 property on which they are located: 

16 (c) Signs, displays and devices advertising activities conducted 

17 on tlle property on which they are located; 

18 (d) In portions of protected areas OIl the Interstate System 

19 the following may also be permitted: 

(i) Signs, displays and devices located 111 commercial or in­

n dustrial zones within the boundaries of incorporated municipalities 

22 as those boundaries existed on September 21, 1959, and all other 

23 areas where the land use as of September 21, 1959, was cl0arly 

24 established by State law as commercial or industrial within 660 feet 

25 of the nearest edge of the right-of-way; 

26 (ii) Signs, displays and de,-ices located 111 zoned and unzoned 

27 conmlercial and industrial areas \",.ith]; 660 feet of the nearest edge 

28 of the right-of-way, any part of ,,-hich was acquired on or before 

29 July 1, 1956; 

(e) In protected areas on the primary system only the following 

31 may also be permitted: 

32 (i) Signs, displays and devices in arsas which are zoned 

33 industrial or commercial under the authority of State law; 

34 (ii) Signs, displays and devices located in unzoned commercial 

35 or industrial areas which shall be defined in an agreement bebveen 

36 the State Commissioner of 'rransportation and the United States 

37 Secretary of Transportation. 

:38 In those por-tions of protected areas beyond 660 feet of the 

39 r'ight-of-way of the Interstate System or Primary System) only the 

following roadside signs which are visible froJn the main traveled 

41 way of the system and erected u:ith the purpose of their Jnessage 

42 being read fJ'om such main tm'veled way shall be pennitted subject 

43 to regtLlations to be pr-om'ulgated by the Commissioner of Trans­

44 portation: 

45 (aj directional and official Stgns and notices) which signs and 

46 notices shall include) but not be limited to) signs and notices per­

47 taining to nattwal wonders, scenic and historical attr'actions, which 

48 are required or authorized by law) 10hieh shall conform to national 

49 standards QHthol'ized and to be prom1.Llgated by the Secretary of 

Transportation) whir;h standards shall contain provisions concern­

51 ing lighting, size) nmnber and spacing of signs) and snch other re­

52 q1ti1'ements as may be appropr'iate) 



53 (b j signs, displays, and derices advertising the sale or lease of 

54 property upon which they are located, 

55 (cj signs, displays, and devices advertising activities conducted 

56 on the property on which they are located, and 

57 (d) signs lawfully in existence on October 2,'2.• 19U5, determined 

58 by the State, subject to the approval of the Secretary of Transporta­

59 tion to be landmark signs, incl~tding signs on farm structures or 

60 natural surfaces, of historic or artistic significance the preservation 

61 of which would be consistent with the purpose of this section. 

1 3. This act shall take effect on July 1, 1975. 

STATEMENT 

Section 109 of the Federal Aid Highway Amendments of 1974 

(P. L. 93-643) requires that state laws controlling outdoor advertis­

ing be amended to encompass certain areas beyond 660 feet of the 

right-of-way of the Interstate and Primary Systems in order to 

remain eligible for Federal aid. These amendments conform to 

those requirements and will ensure that the receipt of Federal aid 

in New Jersey will not be jeopardized. 
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