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SENATE, No. 3411 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
• 

INTRODUCED NOYEJ\IBER 17, 1975 

By Senators MERLISO and BATEMAN 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT to amend" An act to supplement the 'New Jersey Medical 

Assistance and Health Services Act,' (P. L. 1968, c. 413) and 

making an appropriation therefor," approved August 21, 1975 

(P. L. 1975, c. 194:). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2 of P. L. 1975, c. 194 (C. 30 :4D-21) IS amended to 

2 read as fonows: 

3 2. Any sin.fJle resident of this State Gf) years of age and over 

4 whose annual income is less than :-\;9,UOO.OO, or any married resident 

5 whose annual income combined [filii that of Ii'is spouse is less than 

G $12,000.00, shall be eligihle for" Pharmaceutieal Assistance to the 

7 Aged" if he is not otherwise qualified for assistance under the act 

8 to which this act is a supplement. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immedia tely. 

STATE1\IEN'rr' 

On August 21, 1975, t.he Governor signed into law a bill creating 

a program of "Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged." By 

January, 1976 the Di,'ision of ~ledicaid intends to begin paying 

claims under the bill. 

HO'ivever, a problem has ansen III preparing regulations for 

the implementation of the law, a problem that concerns the bill's 

standard of eligibility. Head literally, the criteria for eligibility 

would permit an individual with less than ~;9,OOO.OO in income per 

year to qualify, rcgardless of the in(',ome of his or her spouse. One 

marriage partner could have an unlimited income, yet the other 

would still be eligiLle for t110 llrop:ram. Although the law's present 

language is unlikely to cause It significant practical problem, 

symbolic harm to the program could be done by ewn a few attempts 

to take advantage of the law. Passage of this bill would forestall 

an such attempts to take advantage of the dear intent of the law as 

presently written. 
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