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This bill corrects an oversight in existing law by making it a 

misdemeanor to possess a forged, altered or counterfeited driver's 

license or motor vehicle registration certificate. The existing law 

eovers only the act of forgery itself or the actual presentation of 

such false documents for identification purposes. 

Under this bill, the forgery of such documents, the selling of a 

forged license or registration certificate, or the making, selling or 

possessing of printing plates for that purpose would become a 

high misdemeanor; wh.ile the mere possession or use of a false 

license or registration certificate would be a misdemeanor. 
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[OFFIOIAL OOpy REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 1512 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUOED DEOEMBER 10, 1974 

By Senators MARESSA and McGAHN 

Referred to Oommittee on Law, Public Safety and Defense 

AN ACT concerning falsification and forgery of motor vehicle 

registry certificates and driver licenses, amending section 1 of 

P. L. 1964, c. 172, approved August 19, 1964, and supplementing 

Title 39 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and GeneraJ Assembly of the State 

2 of New.Jersey: 

1 1. Section 1 of P. L. 1964, c. 172 (0. 39 :3-38.1) IS amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 1. Any person who: 

4 [(a) Falsely makes, alters, forges or counterfeits any motor 

5 vehicle certificate of registration or driver's lic-ense] a. Keeps in 

6 his possession or concea.ls any falsely made, forged, altered or 

7 cO~tnterfeited certificate of registration or driver's license *knowing 

7A the same to be falsely made, altered, forged or co~mterfeited with 

7B the intent to ~t8e the same nnlawfully* ; or 

8 [(b)] b. Exhibits to a motor vehicle inspector, police officer or 

9 magistrate in accordance with R. S. 39 :3-29 any falsely made, 

10 altered, forged or counterfeited motor vehicle certificate of regis­

11 tration or driver's license, knowing the same to be falsely made, 

12 altered, forged or counterfeited; or 

13 [(c)] c. Exhibits to any person, for purposes of identification, 

14 any falsely made, altered, forged or counterfeited motor vehicle 

15 certificate of registration or driver's license, knowing the same to 

16 be falsely made, altered, forged or counterfeited, and representing 

17 the same as a certificate Or license lawfully issued to him by the 

18 Director of Motor Vehicles, is guilty of a "[misdemeanor]"" 

19 "'disorderly persons oflense"'. 

1 2. (New section) Any person who: 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-f'aeed brackets [thus] in the .bove biU 
II Dot enacted Dnd is intended to be omitted in the law. 



2
 

2 "'a. Possesses with intent to distribute two or 111,ore false, forged, 

3 altered or cOltnterfeited certificates of registration or driver's 

4 licenses;" 

;) "[a.]'" "'b." Fals,ely makes, alters, forges or counterfeits any 

6 motor vehicle certjfjcate of registration or driver's license; or 

7 *[b.]* "'c.'" Sells, transfers or delivers any false, forg'ed, altered 

8 or counterfeited certificate of reg-istration or drriver's lioense, with 

9 the intent that the same he sold or used as true and genuine; or 

10 "'[c.] * "d.~' Makes, sells or has in bis control, custody or posses­

] 1 sion any plate made afteT or in the similitude of any plate from 

12 which any motor vehicle 0ertificate of registration or drive'r's 

13 license has been printed, \vith the intent to use such plates or to 

J4 cause the same to be used in forging or counterfeiting any such 

15 registration or driver's license, IS guilty of a "[highT' 

16 misdemeanor. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 



SENATE, No. 1512 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUCED DECEMBER 10, 1974 

By Senators MARE8SA and l\1:cGAHN 

Referred to Committee on Law, Public Safety and Defense 

AN ACT concerning falsification and forgery of motor vehicle 

registry certificates and driver licenses, amending section 1 of 

P. L. 1964, c. 172, approved August 19,1964, and supplementing 

Title 39 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 1 of P. L. 1964, c. 172 (C. 39 :3-38.1) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 1. Any person who: 

4 [(a) Falsely makes, alters, forges or counterfeits any motor 

5 vehicle certificate of registration or driver's license] a. KeelJs in 

6 his possession or conceals any falsely marte, forged, altered or 

7 counterfeited certificate of registration or driver's license; or 

8 [(b)] b. Exhibits to a motor vehicle inspector, police officer or 

9 magistrate in accordance with R. S. 39 :3-29 any falsely made, 

10 altered, forged or counterfeited motor vehicle certificate of regis­


11 tration or driver's license, knowing the same to be falsely made,
 

12 altered, forged or counterfeited; or
 

13 [(c)] c. Exhibits to any person, for purposes of identification,
 

14 any falsely made, altered, forged or counterfeited motor vehicle
 

15 certificate of registration or driver's license, knowing the same to
 

16 be falsely made, altered, forged or counterfeited, and representing
 

17 the same as a certificate or license lawfully issued to him by the
 

18 Director of Motor Vehicles, is guilty of a misdemeanor.
 

1 2. (New section) Any person who: 

2 a. Falsely makes, alters, forges or counterfeits any motor ve­

3 hicle certificate of registration or driver's license; or 

4 b. Sells, transfers or delivers any false, forged, altered or coun-

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 



2
 

5 terfeited certificate of registration or driver's license, with the 

6 intent that the same be sold or used as true and genuine; or 

7 c. Makes, sells or has in his control, custody or possession any 

8 plate made after or in the similitude of any plate from which any 

9 motor vehicle certificate of registration or driver's license has been 

10 printed, with the intent to nse such plates or to cause the same to 

11 be used in forging or counterfeiting any such registration or 

12 driver's license, is guilty of a high misdemeanor. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

S'J.1ATEMENT 

This bill corrects an oversight in existing law by making it a 

misdemeanor to possess a forged, altered or counterfeited driver's 

license or motor vehicle registration certificate. The existing law 

covers only the act of forgery itself or the actual presentation of 

such false documents for identification purposes. 

Under this bill, the forgery of such documents, the selling of a 

forged license 01' registration certificate, or the making, selling or 

possessing of printing plates for that purpose would become a 

high misdemeanor; :l'1hile the mere possession or use of a false 

license or regi.stration certificate would be a misdemeanor. 



[ASSEl\lBLY REPRIWr] 

SENATE, No. 1512 
with Assembly committee amendments adopted April 24, 1975 

• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUCED DJ;JCEMBER 10, 1974 

By Senators MARESSA and MeGAHN 

Referred to Committee on Law, Public Safety and Defense 

AN ACT concerning falsification and forgery of motor vehicle 

registry certificates and driver licenses, amending section 1 of 

P. L. 1964, c. 172, approved August 19,1964, and supplementing 

Title 39 of the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Sena~e and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 1 of P. L. 1964, c. 172 (C. 39 :3-38.1) IS amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 1. Any person who: 

4 [(a) Falsely makes, alters, forges or counterfeits any motor 

5 vehicle certificate of registration or driver's license] Q,. Keeps in 

6 his possession or conceals any falsely made, forged, altered or 

7 counterfeited certijicate of registr"ation or dr'iver"s license '''knmoin,q 

7A the same to be falsely rnade, altered, ,forged or COllnte1feited with 

7n the intent to 1lse the same mdawfully*; or 

8 [(b)] b. Exhibits to a motor vehie1e inspector, police officer or 

9 magistrate in accordance with R. S. 39 :3-29 any falsely made, 

10 altered, forged or counterfeited motor vehicle certificate of regis­

n tration or driver's license, knowing the same to be falsely made, 

12 altered, forged or counterfeited; or 

13 [(c)] c. Exhibits to any person, for purposes of identification, 

14 any falsely made, altered, forged or counterfeited motor vehicle 

15 certificate of registration or driver's license, knowing the same to 

16 be falsely made, altered, forged or counterfeited, and representing 

17 the same as a certificate or license lawfully issued to him by the 

18 Director of Motor Vellicles, is guilt)' of a ~'[misdemeanor]'x, 

19 "disorderly persons ojfense"'. 

1 2. (New section) Any person who: 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

i. not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 



2
 

2 *(1. Possesses 'with intent to d~st'ril!ldc two or more false, forged, 

3 altered or counterfeited certificates of 1"egistration or drive1"s 

4 licenses;'" 

u *[a.]* *b."'Fals'ely makes, alters, forges or countc'l'feits any 

G motor vehicle certificate of rcgistrRtion or driver's license; or 

7 *[b.]* '~c.·' Sells, trU11sfc'n; or l1eJin'rs any false, forged, altered 

8 or count8rfeitecl certificate of registntt,iol1 01' clriv81"s license, with 

9 the intent that the same be sold 01' llsed as true and g8Iluine; or 

10 *[c.]';;' '~d." ",\fakes, sells or ]w:-; ill his control, custocly 01' posses­

11 sion any plate made after or ill the similitude of any plate from 

12 which any motor vehicle 0ertificate of registration or driver's 

]3 license has been printed, with the intent to use such plates or to 

]4 cause the same to be used in forging or counterfeiting any such 

15 registration or driver's license, 1S guilty of a '''[ltighT' 

16 misdemeanor. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY
 
AND DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1512 
with committee amendments 

• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: APRIL 24, 1975 

This bill, as amended in committee, would make the knowing posses­

sion of a falsely made, altered or counterfeited motor vehicle certificate 

of registration or driver's license with the intent to use 'the same 

uulawfully a disorderly persons offense. 

The bill would also make the possession with the intent to distribute 

such documents, and the forging or sale of such documents a mis­

demeanor. 



ASSEMBLY COl\f1\UTTKE fUIENDlVIENTS TO 

SENATE, No. 1512 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
--_..-.--­

ADOPTED APRIL 24, 1975 

Amend page 1, section 1, line 7, after "license", insert "knowing the 

same to be falsely made, altered, forged or counterfeit'ed with the intent 

to use the same unlawfully". 

Amend page 1, section 1., line 1.8, omit "misdemeanor", insed "dis­

orderely persons offense". 

Amend page 1., section 2, after line 1., insort new subsection a. 

"a. Posse,sses with intent to distribute two or more false, forged, 

altered or counterfeited 'certificates of registration or driver 's 

licenses;' '. 

Amend page 1, section 2, line 2, omit" a. ", insert" b.". 

Amend page 1, section 2, line 4, omit "11.", insert "c.". 

Amend page 2, section 2, line 7, omit" c. ", insert "d.". 

Amend page 2, section 2, line 12, omit "high". 
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