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SENATE, No. 772
'S

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 4, 1974

By Senator DUGAN

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT concerning elections, and amending R. S. 19 :23--45.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. R. S. 19 :23-45 is amended to read as follows:

2 19 :23-4.5. No voter shall be allowed to vote at the primary

3 election unless his name appears in the signature copy register.

4 [A member of any political organization espousing the cause of
5 a candidate or candidates of any political party shall be ineligible

6 to vote in the primary of another political party while such member­

7 ship is in force or within one year thereafter; such person shall

8 be deemed for all intents and puvposes a member of the political

9 party whose candidate or candidates such organization is

10 espousing.]

11 A voter who votes in a primary election of a political party shall

12 be deemed to be a member of that party [until two subsequent

13 annual primary elections have elapsed after casting of such party

14 primary vote].

15 Such voter shall be ineligible to vote in a subsequent primary

16 election of another political party unless, on or before the fiftieth

17 day next precedin.q such subsequent primary election, he shall sign

18 and file with the municipal clerk or county board of elections a

19 declaration designating that he desires to vote in the primary

20 election of s'uch other political party.

21 A voter who has not voted in a primary election of a political

22 party for two subsequent annual primary elections shall not be

23 permitted to vote in any primary election of a political party until

24 he has first signed and filed with the district board a declaration

25 designating the political party in whose primary election he desires

26 to vote.
ExPLANATION-MaUer enelosed in bold.faced brackets [thus] in the above bill

i. not enacted and i. intended to be omitted in the law.
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27 A member of the county committee of a political party and a

28 public official or public employee holding any office or public

29 employment to which he has been elected or appointed as a member

30 of a political party shall be deemed a member of such political

31 party.

32 [Any voter who, within 1. year preceding a primary election, has

33 contributed toward the campaign funds of a political party shall

34 not be eligible to vote in the ballot box of any other political party

35 at such primary election.]

36 Any person voting in the primary ballot box of any political

37 party in any primary election in contravention of the election law

38 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and any person who aids or

39 assists any such person in such violation by means of public

40 proclamation or order, or by means of any public or private direc­

41 tion or suggestions, or by means of any help or assistance or

42 cooperation, shall likewise be guilty of a misdemeanor.

1. 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



SENATE,
•

No. 772

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DATED: APRIL 1, 1974

T'his bill amends the requirements for voting in a primary so that

if a person had previously voted in a political party's primary, he would

have to file a declaration at least 90 days before a primary in order to

vote in another party's primary.

The present law which requires that someone refrain from voting in

two successive primaries in order to vote in another party's primary

was held unconstitutional in 1970 (Nagle?" v. Stiles, D.C., 343 l!-'. Supp.

415).

r£his bill would reestablish a requirement for persons who wish to

vote in a different party's primary than they had previously in order

to prevent" raiding" of one party by another.



SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO

SENATE, No. 772

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
"

ADOPTED APRIL 1,1974

Amend page 1, section 1, line 16, omit "fiftieth", insert "ninetieth".

Amend page 1, section 1, line 19, omit "designating".
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SENATE, No. 772
:.1 •

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

INTHODUCED FEBRUARY 4,1974

By Senator DUGAN

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT concerning elections, and amending R. S. 19 :23-45.

1 BE -IT ENACTED by the Senate amd G,eneral Assembty of the State

2 of N'ewJersey:

1 1. R. So 19 :23-45 is amended to read as follows:

2 19 :23-45. No voter s:ha:H bea'll{):wed to vote ~at the pnmary

3 election unless his name appears in the signature copy register.

4 [A member of any political organization espousing the cause of

5 a candidate or candidates of any political party shall be ineligible

6 to vote in the primary of another political party while such member­

7 ship is in force or within one year thereafter; such person shall

8 be deemed for all intents and purposes a member of the political

9 party whose candidate or candidates such organization is

10 espousing.]

11 A voter who votes in a primary election of a political party shall

12 be deemed to be a member of that party [until two subsequent

13 annual primary elections have elapsed after casting of such party

14 primary vote].

15 Such voter shall be ineligible to vote in a subsequent primar'y

16 election of another political party unless, on or before the

17 'X'[jiftieth] * "'ninetieth* day next prece(Zing such st£bsequent

18 primary election, he shall sign and file with the municipal clerk 0'1'

19 county board of elections a declaration }.'[designating]* tha.t he

20 desires to vote in the primary election of such other political party.

21 A voter who has not voted in a primary election of a political

22 party for two subsequent annual primary elections shall not be

23 permitted to vote in any primary election of a political party until

24 he has first signed and filed with the district board a declaration

25 designating the political party in whose primary election he desires

26 to vote.

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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27 A member of the county committee of a political party and a

28 public official or public employee holding any office or public

29 employment to which he has been elected or appointed as a member

30 of a political p~rty shall be deemed a member of such political

31 party.

32 [Any voter who, within 1 year preceding a primary election, has

33 contributed toward the campaign funds of a political party shaH

34 not be eligible to vote in the ballot box of any other political party

35 at such primary election.]

36 Any person voting in the primary ballot box of any political

37 party in any primary election in contravention of the election law

38 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and any person who aids or

39 assists any such person in such violation by means of public

40 . proclamation or order, or by means of any public or private direc­

41 tion or suggestions, or by means of any help or assistance or

42 cooperation, shall likewise be guilty of a misdemeanor.

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

ST.f\.TE1IENT TO

SENATE, No. 772
with Committee a,mendmBnts

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

DATED: APRI]~ 29, 1974

This bill ,vould require a voter to be a, menlb,er of a political p:arty

50 da,ys before the prinlary election, in orde'r to vote in that prim.ary.

One ,vould become a. me\mbeT either bJT voting~ ill a primary or by

filing a declaratioll dHsignating tIle p1rimary in which he wishe1d to vote.

Newl)y registered voters would not b,e required to design,ate a p,a,rty

before the fiT8t p:rimary at ,vhich tl1ey a,re eligibl1e to vote, but would

there-afte'r.

The Committee amendments incl:ude- a, new section u11der whieh

voters who a,re registered on the bill's effeetive date a,nd who have not

previously voted in a party" prima,ry could vote in the next primary

without designating- the p,rima,ry in ,vhicll they wished to vote 50 days

before the election.



SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO

SENATE, No. 772
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

ADOPTED APRIL 29, 1974

Amend page 1, title, line 1, omit" and"; after 19 :23-45, insert" and

supplementing chapter 23 of Title 19 of the Revised Statutes".

Amend page 1, section 1, line 11, after "party", insert "or who

signs and file,s with the municipal clerk or the county board of elections

a declaration that he desires to vote in the primary election of a political

party".

Amend page 1, section 1, line 12, after "party", insert "until he

signs and files a declaration that he desires to vote in the primary elec­

tion of another political party at which time he shall be deemed to be a

member of such other political party".

Amend page 1, section 1, lines 15-26, omit and insert:

"N0 voter, except a newly registered voter at the first primary at

which he is eligible to vote, may vote in a primary election of a political

party unless he was deemed to be a member of that party on the fiftieth

day next preceding such primary election.' '.

Amend page 2, section 1, after line 42;, insert new section 2 as follows:

"2. (New Section) Notwithstanding, the provisions of R. S. 19 :23-45,

any voter registered to vote on the effective date of this act, who has not

previously voted in the primary election of a political party, may vote in

the next SJUbsequent regular primary election without filing 50 days

before the election a declaration designating the political party in whose

primary he desires to Yote.

Thereafter, any Yoter so registered who has not yoted in a primary

election of a political party who desires to vote in such a primary, must

file a designation as prescribed in R. S. 19 :2~5.".

Amend page 2, section 2, line 1, omit "2.", insert "3.".
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ASSEMBLY STATE GOVERNMENT, FEDERAL
AND INTERSTATE RELATIONS COMMITTEE

S'TAT'EMENT TO

SENATE, No. 772
[S'ECOND OFFICIAL COpy R,EPRINT']

•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

DAiT'ED: APRIL 17, 19'75

This bill would require a voter to be a memb'er of a political party

50 days before the primary election, in order to vote, in that primary.

One wo·uld become a memb,er either by voting in a primary or by

filing a declaration desig'natillg' tIle primary in 'VhiC}l he ,vished to vote.

N,ewly reg~istered voters WOllld not be required to desig-nate a party

before the first primary at which tlley are eligible to vote, but ,vouId

tIlereafter.

Voters who are registered on th,e bill's effeetive datH, and who ha~e

not previously voted in a party primary, could vote in the next primary

witl10ut previously filing any declaration.
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[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 772
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 4,1974

By Senator DUGAN

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT concerning elections, *:f/:[and]*~:~ amending R.. S. 19 :2,3-45

*.'~I; and sttpplentenrin"q chapter 23 of T1itle 19 of the Revised

S'tatutes** .

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Gen,eral Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. R. S. 19 :23-45 is amellded to read as follows:

2 19 :23-45. No voter shall be allowed to vote at the prImary

3 election unless his nan1eappears in the sig-nature COP)T register.

4 [A member of allY political organization espousing the cause of

5 a candidate or candidates of any political party shall be ineligible

6 to vote in the primary of another political party while such memb'er­

7 ship is in force or within one year thereafter; such person shall

8 be deemed for all intents and IJurposes a member of the political

9 party whose c,andidate or candidates such organization is

10 espousing.]

11 A voter who votes in a pTimary eleetion of a political p,arty' **or

12 tvho signs and files with the nt'ltnicipal clerk or the cou,n,ty board of

13 electio'ns a declaration that he desires to vote ,in the printary elec­

14 tion of a political party*';« shall b,e deemed to b,e a member of that

14A party **until he signs a1nd files a declaration tlLat he desires to vote

14B in the primary elect'ion 'of another political party at 1vhich tirne he

140 shall be _deemed to be a member of. such other political party**

14n [u,ntil two sub'sequent annual primary elections have e!lapse.d aftHr

14E casting of sueh party p1rimary vote].

15 **[Such voter shall be ineligible to vote in a subseqttent pri,ma,ry

16 election of another political part:lJ unless, on or before the

17 *[fiftieth]* *n,inetieth* day next preceding such subsequent

18 primary election, he shall sign and file ~oith the m.unicipal clerk 01·

19 county board of elections a declaratio'n *[design,ating]* that he

20 desires to vote in the primary election of such other political party.

EXPuNATlON-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the aboye bill
ia Dot enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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21 A voter, who has not ·voted in a primary election of a political

22 party for hvo subsequent annual primary elections shall not be

23 permitted to vote in any primary election of a political party until

24 he has first signed and filed with the district board a declaration

25 designating the political party in "\\rhose primary election he desires,

26 to vote.]**
26A **iVo voter, except Q, newly /registered voter at the first primary

26B at which he ,is eligible to vote, n~ay vote in a pri1'iLar~1 election of a

260 polit'ical party unless he was dee'i1~ed to be a 'n~e1r~ber of that pa1~ty

26n on tJLe fiftieth day next preceding SUClL pri11lary election. *~;

27 A member of the COUIlty committee of a political party and a

28 public official or public employee holding any office or p,ublic

29 eml)loyment to which he has been electe,d or appointed as a member

30 ofa political party shall be deemed a member of such political

31 p,arty.

32 [Any voter who, within 1 year preceding a primary election, has

33 contribute,d tOvvard the campaign funds of a political party shall

34 not be eligible to vote in the ballot box of any other political party

35 at SllCh prilnary election.]

36 Any person voting in the primary ballot box of any political

37 party in any primary election in contravention of the election law

38 shall be g-uilty of a misdemeanor, and any person who aids or

39 assists any such person in such violation by means of public

40 proclamation or order, or by means of any public or private direc­

41 tion or suggestions, or by means of any help or assistance or

42 cooperation, shall likewise be g-uilty of a misdemeanor.

1 **2. (New Section) Notw,ithstan,ding, the provisions of R. S.

2 19 :23-45, any voter registered to vote on the effective date of this

3 act, wl~o has not previously voted in th,e primary electio1~ of a

4 political party, may vote in the 1~ext subseq'ue1~t regular primary

5 election toithout jili1ng 50 days before the election a declaration

6 design,ating th-e political party in whose primary he desires to vote.

7 Thereafte'1", any voter so registered who has not voted in a

8 primary election of a political party who desires to vote in such a

9 pri1nary, must file a desigftation as prescribed in R. S. 19 :23-45.**

1 **[2.]** **3.** This act shall take effect immediately.



primary of a political party from voting- in the primary of:a different party.

primary election.

primary to declare their intentions to do so.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

DICK CAMPBELL

...

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

The measure, S-772, sponsored by Senator James P. Dugan, D-Hudson,

Prior to 1972, state law prohibited persons who had voted in the

Governor Brendan Byrne signed into law today a bill which requires

Since 1972, voters have been permitted to cross over from year

The filing of a declaration is not required by persons who have never

However, this law was invalidated by a federal court •

until after two primary elections had elapsed without casting a vote.

clerk or the county board of elections at least 50 days prior to the

requires persons to file such a declaration with either the municipal

persons who wish to change political party affiliations to vote in a

to year and vote in the primary of a different political party.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DECEMBER 12, 1975

voted in a primary election.
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