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SENATE, No. 1251 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JUl\E 13, 1974 

By Senator DODD 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare 

AN ACT to amend and supplement "An act requiring boards of 

education to include facilities for the physically handicapped in 

plans and specifications for public work, and supplementing 

chapter 18 of Title 18A of the New JersGY Statutes," approved 

March 8, 1971 (P. L. 1971, c. 42). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assc'mbly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2 of P. L. 1971, c. 42 (C. 18A :18-2.2) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 2. Every board of education shall require"' that all plans and 

4 specifications for bids on any contract with the board for the con­

5 struction, remodeling or renovation of any public building shall 

6 provide facilities for the physically handicapped. 

7 As used in this act, "remodeling or renovation" shall mean 

8 to constntct an addition, alter the design or layout of said public 

9 building so that a change or modification of the entrance facilities, 

10 toilet facilities, or vertical access facilities is achieved, or make 

11 s'ubstantial repairs or alterations. As used herein, "substantial 

12 repai,-s or alterations" shall mean that if the cost of making such 

13 repairs or alterations: 

14 (1) Shall exceed 60% of the value of the building, the entire 

15 building shall be made to comply with the requirem,ents of this act; 

16 (.2) Shall be between 30 and 60% of the value of the b1lilding, 

17 only those portions of the building repaired or altered shall be 

18 made to comply with the requirements of this act; Or 

19 (3) Shall be under 30'10 of the valile of the building, such repairs 

20 or alterations shall be either in accOfdance with the requirements 

21 of this act, or in compliance with their previo1.(.sly required con­

'22 dition a.nd with the same or equivalent material or equipment, 

EXPI.ANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
i8 not enacted Imd is intended to be omiued in the law. 
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23 provided the generctl safety and publiD welfare are not thereby 

24 endangered.
 

24A '1<' The val'ue of such p'/,(.blic b'/,£'/,ldings shall be determined by every
 

24B board of education in accordanDe with a formula which shall be
 

2'40 establishe·d by the State Board of Education. Said formula may
 

24D ta keinto account the size, age, type of constr'uction, original build­


24E ing cost and replacement cost of any such building.*
 

25 The State Board of Education, by rules and regulations, shall 

26 prescribe the kinds, types and quality of 'Y'[such facilities which 

27 shall include, but not be limited to, the following :]* *the afore­

27A mentioned facilities for the physically handicapped:' 

28 "'[(a) [At least one principal entrance to the building with ramp 

29 access in accordance with specifications for ramps established by 

30 mle of the State Board of Education.] All public buildings shall 

31 contain at least one principal entrance accessible to and usable 

32 by physically-handicapped persons, which shall be either rctmped 

33 or at ground level; 

34 (b) On each floor occupied by pupils at least one watercloset stall, 

35 for each sex, in general pupil toilet rooms, to accommodate wheel­

36 chair pupils which shall include adequate stall-door width, grab 

37 rails, sufficient space and appropriate height; 

38 (c) A drinking fountain of suitable height and extension, for 

39 wheelchair pupils, on every floor used for pupil occupancy; 

40 (d) In any multistory building an elevator, sufficient in size to 

41 accommodate a wheelchair; 

42 (e) In all laboratory and shop facilities at least one working 

43 area dimensioned to permit use by physically-handicapped pupils; 

44 (f) One public telephone at a height accessible to wheelchair 

45 pupils.] '"' 

1 *2. (New section) l'he provisions of this act shall not apply to 

2 the construction, remodeling or renovation of public buildings when 

3 contracts for the actual construction, renwdeling or renovation 

4 thereof have been entered into **or when plans and specifications 

5 for construction have previously been approved by the Department 

6 of Education*'*' prior to the effective date of this act. * 

1 *[2.1~ *3.* (New section) The Commissioner of Education IS 

2 hereby authorized to withhold all or part of any State aid paid to 

3 any school district pursuant to chapter 58 of Title 18A of the New 

3A Jersey Statutes or pursuant to any other law, unless and until 

4 said school district shall comply with the provisions of this act 

5 with respect to facilities for the physically handicapped. 

1 *[3.]* "4.* This act shall take effect immediately. 



SENATE, No. 1251
 

• 

INTRODUCE,D JU1TE 13, 1974 

By Benator DODD 

Referred to .committee on Institutions, Health and ·Welfare 

AN ACT to amend and supplement "An act requiTing boards of 

education to include facilities for the physically handicapped in 

plans and specifications for public work, and snppQementing 
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4 sp>ecifications fOT bids on any ,contrae.t with tbJil hoard fOT the OO'n­


5 struction, remodeling or renovation of any public building shall
 

(5 pT(.)(vide fa,ciiities for the phy.sicaUy handicapped.
 

'l As 'Used in this act, "remodeling or re'l1iovation" Bha/~l 111,ean 

8to COfl,stntct a,naddition, aUer the desit;n 01" layou.t <of ,said public 

'9 building .80 that a cha~n,ge or modification of theentranc.e facilities, 

10 toilet facri!htie06, or vertical acoess lacilitwB is achieved, or make 

11 substantial 3"epairs ol'alterations. A.s used herein, "si.tbstantial 

12 repairs or alterati6l'M)" shall 1Jtean that if the cost ofmak:i1tg such 

13 repairs or alterations: 

14 (1) Shall exceed 60ro of the value of the bu,ilding, the entire 

15 building shall be macIe to compZy with the requirements of this aet; 

16 (2) Shall be between 30 and 60ro of the value of the building, 

17 onZy those portions of the building repai'red or altered shall be 

18 made to comply with the requirements of this act; Or 

19 (3) Shall be ttnder 30ro of the value of the bui~ding, such repairs 

20 or alteratio'l1is shall be either in accordance with the requirements 

21 of this act, or in compliance with their previou"sly required con­

22 dition and tuith the sCl1ne or equivalent material or equip'ment, 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the abQve bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 



2
 

23 pro/.;ided the general safety and public u:elfare are not thereby 

24 endangered. 

.25 The State BoarcLof Education, by rule.s and regulations, shall 

26 .. prescribe the kinds, types and quality of such facilities whioh shall 

2·7 include, but not be limited to, the following: 

28 (a) [At least one principal entrance to the building with ramp 

29 access in accordance with specifications for ramps established by 

30 rule of the State Board of Education.] All public bu'ildings shall 

31 contain at least one principal entrance accessible to and usable 

32 by physically-handicapped persons, which shall be either ramped 

33 or at ground level j 

34 (b) On each floor occupied by pupils at least one watercloset stall,
 

35 for each sex, in general pupil toilet rooms, to accommodate wheel­


36 chair pupils which shall include adequate stall-door width, grab
 

37 rails, sufficient space and appropriate height;
 

38 (c) A drinking fountain of suitable height and extension, for
 

39 wheelchair pupils, on every floor used for pupil occupancy;
 

40 (d) In any multistory building an elevator, sufficient in size to
 

41 accommodate a wheelchair;
 
.~ 

42 (e) In all laboratory and shop facilities at least one working 

43 area dimensioned to permit use by physically-handicapped pupils; 

44 (f) One public telephone at a height accessible to wheelohair 

45 pupils. 

1 2. (New section) The Commissioner of Education is hereby 

2 authorized to withh~d all or part of any State aid paid to any 

3 school district purSUaJlt to chapter 58 of Title 18A of the New 

3A Jersey Statutes or pursuant to any other law, unless and until 

4 said school district shall comply with the provisions of this act 

5 with respect to facilities for the physically handicapped. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill requires boards of education to provide faoilities for 

the physically handicapped in school buildings undergoing major 

remodeling or renovation, as well as in newly-constructed school 

buildings, so that students with physical handicaps may more fully 

participate in school activities. In addition, school districts which 

fail to comply ",'ith the provisions of this act may be penalized by 

the withholding of State aid. 
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SENATE, No. 1251 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED JUNE 13, 1974 

By Senator DODD 

Referred to Committee on Institutions, Health and Welfare 

AN ACT to amend and supplement "An act requiring boards of 

education to include facilities for the physically handicapped in 

plans and specifications for public work, and supplementing 

chapter 18 of Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes," approved 

March 8, 1971 (P. L. 1971, c. 42). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 2 of P. L. 1971, c. 42 (C. 18A:18-2.2) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 2. Every board of education shall require that all plans and 

4 specifications for bids on any contract with the board for the con­

5 struction, remodeling or renovation of any public building shall 

6 provide facilities for the physically handicapped. 

7 As used in this act, "remodeling or renovation" sha,ll mean 

8 to construct an addition, alier the design or layout of said public 

9 building so that a change or modification of the entrance facilities, 

10 toilet facilities, or vertical access facilities is achieved, or make 

11 substantial repairs or alterations. As used herein, "substantial 

12 repairs or alterations" shall mean that if the cost of making such 

13 repairs or alterations: 

14 (1) Shall exceed 60% of the value of the building, the entire 

15 building shall be made to comply with the requirements of this act; 

16 (2) Shall be between 30 and 60% of the value of the building, 

17 only those portions of the building repaired or altered shall be 

18 made to comply with the requirements of this act; or 

19 (3) Shall be under 30% of the value of the building, such repairs 

20 or alterations shall be either in accordance with the requirements 

21 of this act, or in compliance with their previously required con­

22 dition and with the same or equivalent material Or equipment, 

EXPLANATION-Malter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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23 provided the general safety and public welfare are not thereby .
 

24 endangered.
 

24A *The 'ualue of stlch public butldings shall be determined by every
 

24B board of education in accordance 'With a formu,la which shall be
 

240 established by the State Board of Education. Said formula may
 

24D take into account the size, age, type of constr'uction, original build­


24E ing cost and replacement cost of any such building.*
 

25 The State Board of Education, by rules and regulations, shall 

26 prescribe the kinds, types and quality of ';;'[such facilities which 

27 shall include, but not be limited to, the following :]* *the afore­

27A mentioned facilities for the physically handicapped." 

28 ('[(a) [At least one principal entrance to the building with ramp 

29 access in accordance with specifications for ramps established by 

30 rule of the State Board of Education.] All public buildings shall 

31 contain at least one principal entrance accessible to and usable 

32 by physically-handicapped persons, which shall be either ramped 

33 or at ground level; 

34 (b) On each floor occupied by pupils at least one waterclos.et stall, 

35 for each sex, in general pupil toilet rooms, to accommodate wheel­

36 chair pupils. wmch shall include adequate stall-door width, grab 

37 rails, sufficient space and appropriate height; 

38 (c) A drinking fountain of suitable height and extension, for 

39 wheelchair pupils, on every floor used for pupil occupancy; 

40 (d) In any multistory building an elevator, sufficient in size to 

41 accommodate a wheelchair; 

42 (e) In all laboratory and shop facilities at least one working 

43 area dimensioned to permit use by physically-handicapped pupils; 

44 (f) One public telephone at a height accessible to wheelchair 

45 pupils.] * 

1 *2. (New section) 'The provisions of this act shall not apply to 

2 the constnletion, remodeling or renovat'ion of public buildings when 

3 contracts for the actual construction, remodeling or renovation 

4 thereof have been entered into prior to the effecti'/..'e date of this act. «< 

1 *[2.]«< *3.* (New section) The Oommissioner of Education is 

2 hereby authorized to withhold all or part of any State aid paid to 

3 any school district pursuant to chapter 58 of Title 18A of the New 

3A Jersey Statutes or pursuant to any other law, unless and until 

4 said school district shall comply with the provisions of this act 

5 with respect to facilities for the physically handicapped. 

1 *[3.]* *4. * This act shall take effect immediately. 



SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO 

SENATE, No. 1251 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

ADOPTED NOVEMBER 25, 1974 

Amend page 2, section 1, line 2'4, after". ", insert new paragraph as 

follows: 

"The value of such public buildings shall be determined by every 

board of education in accordance with a formula which shall be estab­

lished by the State Board of Education. Said fOllliula may take into 

account the size, age, type of construction, original building cost and 

replacement cost of any such building. ". 

Amend page 2, section 1, lines 26-27, omit-'..'such facilities which shall 

include, but not be limited to, the following:", insert as "the afore­

mentioned facilities for the physically handicapped.". 

Amend page 2, section 1, lines 28-45, omit subsections (a) through 

(f) in the<ir entirety. 

Amend page 2, section 1, line 45, after ".", insert new section as 

follows: 

"2. (New section) The provisions of this act shall not apply to the 

construction, remodeling or renovation of public buildings when con­

tracts for the actual construction, remodeling or renovation thereof 

have been entered into prior to the effective date of this act.". 

Amend page 2, sections 2-3, line 1, renumber sections 2 and 3 as 3 

and 4. 



SENATE INSTITUTIONS, HEALTH AND
 
WELFARE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1251 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: NOVEMBER 25, 1974 

Tbis bill requires boards of education to provide facilities for the 

physically handicapped in school buildings undergoing major remodel­

ing or renovation, as well as in newly-constructed school buildings, so 

that students: with physical handicaps may more fully participate in 

school activities. In addition, school districts which fail to comply with 

the provisions of this act may be penalizea by the withholding' of 

State aid. 

As amended by the Senate Committee this bill gives complete dis­

cretion to the State Board of Education to prescribe what facilities 

shall be provided for the physically handicapped. The amendments also 

require the Stwte board to establish a formula according to which the 

value of school buildings can be assessed, in order to aid local boards in 

determining when, and to what extent, repair and alteration costs 

require compliance with the provisions of this act. Finally, the amend­

ments exclude from the provisions of this act all construction, remodel­

ing or renovation for wbich contracts have been entered into prior to 

the effective date of tbis act. 



FISCAL NOTE TO 

SENATE, No. 1251 
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: APRIL 8, 1975 

The OCR of Senate Bill No. 1251 requires bOlards of education to 

provide facil~ties for the physically handicapped in newly-constmcted 

schools or schools undergoing major remodeling and renovations. 

By what amount enactment of this legi:slation would increase school 

building or renovation costs is indeterminable. However, a review of 

s'chool building applications for 1973-74 has been made. These applica­

tions were reviewed and it is judged 67 projects would have been 

affected by the provisions of this legislation had it been law. r.l'he 

average additional cost to these districts would have been about 

$17,700.00 per district. 

State building aid will not be affected by the provisions of this bill. 

The fiscal note is based on an estimate' of costs rather than actual 

cost information. 

In compliance with written request received, there is hereby sub­

mitted a fiscal estimate for the above bill, pursuant to P. L. 1962, c. 27. 



H'ISCAL NOTE TO 

SENATE, No. 1251 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: DECEMBER 10, 1974 

Senate Bill No. 1251 requires boards of education to include facilities 

for the physically handicapped in plans and specifications for public 

work. 

Based on the annual Federal report regarding school construction 

and school building aid data from the Office of School Finance and 

Auditing in the Department of Education, the Department of Education 

estimates that enactment of this legislation would require an additional 

State expenditure of $3.3 million in fiscal 191j-75, $3.7 million in fiscal 

1975-76 and $4.1 million in fiscal 1976-77. The Department further 

estimates that enactment 'would require additional expenditures by 

local governments in the amount of $18.7 million in fiscal 1974-75, $20.8 

million in fiscal 1975-76 and $22.9 million in fiscal 1976-77. It is thought 

C'xpenditures would level off at approximately the 197G-77 amounts as 

the effects of declining enrollments are experienced. 

In compliance with written request received, there is hereby suhmitted 

a fiscal estimate for the ahove bill, pl1l'suant to P. L. 1962, c. 27. 
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