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CHAPTER,-.!2.1._..LAW'S OF N. J. 19.25­

APPROVEO--x':-_ Lto- 71­
ASSEMBLY, No. 2344 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED DI'JCEMBER 3, 1974 

By Assemblymen ADUBATO, OW1<.JNS, GALl, ESPOSITO, BRO\VK, 

GALLO, PERKINS, GREGORIO, D'A;\IBHOSA and COUEY 

Referred to Committee on Municipal Government 

AN ACT to amend the title of "Au act to authorize housing- authori­

ties to clear blighted areas and prevent blight; to acquire real 

property and make it available for redevelopment by priv~te 

enterprise or by public agencies in accordance with approved 

redevelopment plans; and to confer necessary powers on housing 

authorities, cities and other public b.£dies, and to make obliga­

tions issued by housing authorities in connection with redevelop­

ment projects legal investments and security for deposits; to 

enable the advance preparation of projects so they can provide 

jobs and stimulate industry when necessary in the period of 

reconversion; and to authorize the creation of an advisory board 

to housing authorities composed of represe:n.tatives of business, 

real estate, home financing and other interests," approved June 

14,1949 (P. L. 1949, c. 300), so that the same shall read" An act 

to authorize housing authorities to clear blighted areas and pre­

vent blight; to acquire real property and make it available for 

redevelopment by private enterprise or by public agencies in 

accordance with approved redevelopment plans; to initiate and 

carry out any work or undertaking which a redevelopment agency 

created pursuant to the Redevelopment Agencies Law is au­

thorized to initiate and carry out; and to confer necessary powers 

on housing authorities, cities and other public bodies, and to 

make obligations issued by houshlg authorities in connection with 

redevelopment projects legal investments and security for de­

posits; to enable the advance preparation of projects so they 

can provide jobs and stimulate industry when necessary in the 

period of reconversion; and to authorize the creation of an ad­

visory board to housing authorities composed of representatives 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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of business, real estate, home financing and other interests," 

and to amend the body of said act. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General .Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The title of P. L. 1949, c. 300 is amended to read as follows: 

2 An act to authorize housing authorities to clear blighted areas 

:3 and prevent blight; to acquire real property and make it available 

4 for redevelopulent by private enterprise or by public agencies in 

5 accordance with approved redevelopment pla.ns; to initiate and 

6 carry o'ut any work or undertaking which a redevelopment age1~cy 

7 Ct'eated pursuant to the Redevelopment Agencies Law is authorized 

8 to initiate [md carry out,. and to confer necessary powers on hous­

9 ing authorities, cities and other public bodies, and to make 

10 obligations issued by housing authorities in connection with re­

11 de·velopment projects legal investments and security for deposits; 

12 to enable the advance preparation of projects so they can provide 

13 jobs and stimulate industry when necessary in the period of re­

14 conversion; and to authorize the creation of an advisory board to 

15 housing authorities composed of representatives of business, real 

16 estate, home fmancing and other interests. 

1 2. Section 4 of P. L. 1949, c. 300 (C. 55 :14A-34) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 4. Any hansing authority now or hereafter established pursuant 

4 to the Local Housing Authorities Law and any amendments thereto, 

5 may, when authorized_by ordinance of the governing body of the 

6 municipality, which said governing body is hereby authorized to 

7 adopt, initiate and carry out any work or undertaking (hereafter 

8 called a "redevelopment project") [:] 

9· [(1) To make surveys and prepare redevelopment plans; and 

10 acquire blighted areas, as herein defined; 

11 (2) To ac,quire other real property for the purpose of removing, 

12 proventing or reducing blight, blighting factors or the causes of 

13 blight; 

14 (3) To acquire real property where the acquisition of the area 

15 by the authority is necessary to carry out a rede.velopment plan; 

16 (4) To clear any areas acquired and install, construct, or recon­

17 struct stre'ets, utilities, and site improvements e<ssential to the 

18 preparation of sites for uses in accordance with the redevelopment 

19 plan; 

20 (5) To sell or lease land so acquired for uses in ac.cordanc.e with 

21 the redevelopment plan; or 



3
 

22 (6) To accomplish a combination of the foregoing to carry out 

23 a redevelopment plan.]
 

24 which a redeveloprnent agency created pursuant to the Redevelop­


25 ment Law is authorized to il1it-iate and carry OLd. In initiating and
 

26 carrying out such redevelopment projects, the local housing au­


27 thority so designated may exercise any and all powers conferred 

28 on redevelopnlent agencies by said Redevelopment Agencies La w 

29 (P. L. 194,9, c. 306, C. 40:550-1 et seq.) or any other law. 

1 3. Section 8 of P. L. 1949, c. 300 (C. 55:14A-38) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 8. In undertaking such redevelopment projects a housing au­

4 thority shall ha\'e the rights, powers, privileges and immunities 

5 that such authority has under the Local Housing Authorities Law, 

6 the Redevelopment ..Agencies Law (P. L. 194.9, c. 306, C. 40:55C-1 

7 et seq.), and any other pr01:ision of law relating to redevelopment 

8 projects and any other provision of law relating to slum clearance 

9 and housing projects for persons of low income (including, with­

10 out limiting the generality of the foregoing, the power to make 

11 and execute contracts, to issue bonds and other obligations and 

12 give security therefor, to acquire real property by eminent domain 

13 or purchase, and to do any and all things necessary to carry out 

14 projects) in the same manner as though all the provisions of law 

15 applicable to slum clearance and housing projects were applicable 

16 to redevelopment projects undertaken under this act; provided, 

17 however, that the power to acquire real property by eminent do­

18 main conferred upon any housing authority shall not he exercised 

19 to acquire any property or interest in property owned or used by 

20 any public utility (as defined in R. S. 48 :2-13) in furnishing any 

21 commodity or service which by law it is authorized to furnish; 

22 and provided further, that nothing contained in section 55 :14A-8 

2:3 added to the Revised Statutes by P. L. 1938, c. 19 shall be COll­

24 strued as limiting the power of an authority, in the event of a 

25 default by a purchaser or lessee of land in a redevelopment plan, 

26 to acquire property and operate it free from the restrictions con­

27 tained in said sections. 

1 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 

This bill will eliminate a deficiency in the powers conferred on 

a local housing authority when acting as the agency designated to 

undertake redevelopment projects in blighted areas, other than 

low-cost housing projects. 



4
 

In 1949 the New Jersey Legislature enacted three laws designed 

to aid municipalities i~he redevelopment of blighted areas within 

the municipality: 

The Redevelopment A/fencies Law (P. L.19MJ, c. ~-306; C. 40 :55C-1, 

et seq.). 

An act authori~int the local housing authorities to carry out 

redevelopment plans (P. L. 1949, c. 300; C. 55 :14A-31, et seq.). 

The Blighted Area Act (P. L. 1949, c. 187; C. 40 :55-21.1, et seq.). 

Under these b·ws, a municipality may create a redevelopment 

agency or it may designate the local housing authority to redevelop 

blighted areas. In order to prevent duplication of operation by 

two governing agencies in the same municipality, the laws provide 

that, if a municipality creates a redevelopment agency, it cannot 

designate the local housing authority as the redevelopment agency 

and that, if a municipality designates the local housing authority 

to do redevelopment work, it cannot create a redevelopment agency 

for this purpose. 

However, in specifying the powers conferred on a local housing 

authority acting as a redevelopment agency, the Legislature used 

languago that gives less power to the local housing authority than 

to a redevelopment agency acting in that capacity. This bill will 

enable a local housing authority to exercise the same powers as a 

redevelopment agency with regard to redevelopment projects. 
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S£,{/HT~ 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 2344 
• 

STATE OF·NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: JUNE 23, 1975 

Assembly Bill 2344 clarifies the provisions of present law sra as to 

clearly assert the fact that any housing authority designated to under­

take redevelopment work shall have all of the powers granted to 

redevelopment agencies by the Redevelopment Agencies Law (P. L. 

1949, c. 306, 0.40:550-1 et seq.) or any other applicable law. 
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