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SENATE, No. 1214

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED MAY 16, 1974

By Senator GREENBmRG

Referred to Oommittee on Labor, Industry and Professions

AN ACT to amend and supplement" An act providing for the

registration of physical the,rapists, prescribing penalties for

violations, and amending section 45 :9-21 of the Revised

Statutes," approved December 16, 1963 (P. L. 1963, c. 169).

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. Section 2 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.1) is am-ended to

2 read as follows:

3 2. As used in this act, unless the context otherwise requires, the

4 following words shall have the following meanings:

5 (a) "Board" means the State Board of Medical Examiners

6 which shall enforce and administer the provisions of this act.

7 (b) (( Advisory committee" means the physical therapy advisory

8 committee as described in section 10 of this act.

9 [(b)] (c) "Physical therapy" or "physiotherapy" shall mean

10 and include [physiotherapy, electro-therapy or hydro-therapy]

11 treatment of a human being by the use of exercise, massage heat,

12 cold, water, radiant enMgy, electricity, or sound for the purpose

13 of correcting or alle1,·iating any physical condition or preventing

14 the development of any physical disability; **or the performance

15 of appropriate tests and measurements, authorized by the State

16 Board of Medical Exa1niners, to assess the extent of body mal­

17 htnction*~' *[or the performance of neuro-muscular-skeleta~tests

17A and measu,rements to determine the existence and extent of body

17B malfunction,]'~ provided, however, that physical therapy shall not

17c include radiology or eleetros1trgery.
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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18 (d) tt Physical therap'ist" shall rnea1t a person who practices

19 physical therapy, ttnder the direction and supervision of a licensed

20 physician, or a person who re1~ders physical therapy services upon

21 the *[referral]* *direction* of a lice1/~sed physic-ian.

22 (e)" Pl1ysical therapist assistant" shall 1nean a person who

23 assists, under the direction of a registered physical therapist, the

2'4 physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy and who per­

25 forms such procedures delegated to hitn that are comrnensurate

26 with his education and trainiing.

1 2. Section 3 of P. I-J. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.2) is amended to

2 read as follo'vs:

3 3. (a) [It sllall be a violation of this act for any pierson who is

4 not registered under tllis act as a pl1ysical therapist, or whose

5 registration has b;een suspended or revoked, or whose registration

6 has lapsed and ha,s not been revived, to render physical therapy

7 services witIlin this State or to use in connection with his name the

8 words or letters "R. P. T.," "Registered Physical T'herapist,"

9 "~Po T.," "Physical Thera,pist," or "Physiotherapist," "Physical

10 Therapy Technician," "P. T. T.," or any other letters, words or

11 insignia indicating or implying tllat he is a registered physical

12 therapist, or, in any ,vay, oral1~T or in vvriting or in p,rint or by

13 sign or by implication, to present or llold himself out as a registered

14 p,hysieal therapist or a physical therapist.] No person shall

15 practice, nor hold himself out to be able to practice physical

16 therapy itt this State, unless he is re,gistered in accordance with the

17 provisions of this act. No pe14 son shall act, nor hold hi'mself out as

18 bei?~g able to act as a physical therapist assista1~t unless he is

19 registered in accordance with the provisions of this act.

20 }lo physical therapist shall supervise more physical therapist

21 assistants at a?~y one time than in the opinion of the board can, be

22 adequ,ately supervised. Under usual circumsta1~ces the maxirnum

23 nU1nber of physical therapist assistants that tnay be supe'1"vised by

24 any physical therapist shall be ttVO except tJ'tat, upon application to

25 the board, the board rnay permit the supervision of a greater

26 number of physical therapist assistants by a physical therapist if,
27 in the opinion of the boa,rd, there wottld be adequate supervision

28 and the p1lblic health and safety would be served. In no case, l"OtD­

29 ever, shall the total number of physical the'1·apist assistants exceed

30 twice the number of physical therapists regula·rly employed by a

31 facility.

32 (b) ;The board, [by rules and regulations and] on, its Otvn motion

33 or after consultation ,vith the physical therapy advisory COill-
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34 mittee, shall establish [standards, governillg the practice of

35 phy"'sical therapy which standards shall be adhered to by the p'e.rsons

86 registered under this act] rules and regulations for the admin­

37 ist14 ation of this act.

1 3. Section 4 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (0. 45 :9-3-7.3) is amended to

2 read as follo1ws:

3 4. An ap-plioant for registration as a physical therapist or

4 physical therapist assistal~t shall 8ubmit to the board evidence, in

5 such form as the board may pTescribe, that the applieant [(1) has

6 attained his or her twenty-first birthday; (2) is a citizen of the

7 United States; (3)] is of good moral character; [(4) is a graduate

8 of a high school approved by the New Jersey Department of

9 Education or has equivalent e:ducatioll a.cceptable to the board; (5)

10 has completed satisfactorily a course of study of physical therapy

11 at a school, hospital or other institution having a program of eduea­

12 tion and instruction in physieal thera,py approved by the board]

13 and that he has cO-lnpleted a progra-m of education approved by the

14 board.

15 An approved prograrn for physical t}~erapists shall include the

16 following:· (a) a minirnu1n of 60 acade/rnic se1nester credits or its

17 equivalent from a recognized college, includtt1~g courses i1~ the bio­

18 logical and physical sciences; or a diploma from an accredited

19 school of professional nursing and in addition (b) an accredited

20 CO~trse in physical therapy education tvhicl~ has provided adeq'uate

21 i1~struction in the basic sciences, clinical scie'1tces, and physical

22 therapy theory and procedures as dete1"11lli1~ed by the advisory com­

23 1nittee and approved by the board. An approved program for

24 physical therapist assistants shall be at least a 2-year progra'm

25 offered by a college accredited by a reco..qnized accrediting agency

26 and including such ele1nentary or intermediate courses in the

27 anatomical, biological, and physical sciences as may be prescribed

28 by the advis014Y con2mittee and approved by the board.

29 [The board, ill establishing, altering or amending the standards

30 for approving SllCh pTog'ranlS of education and instruction, shall

31 consult with the physical therapy advisory committee and may take

32 into consideration the sta,ndards suggest.ed b,y the appropTiate

33 council of the American 1fedical A.ssociation, the American

34 Physical Thera,py Association, a,nd the Ne:w J eTsey State Physical

35 Therapy Society, Incorporated.]

1 4. Section 5 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (0. 45 :9-37.4) is amended to

2- read as follows:
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3 5. The board shall [register a.s a p,hysical therapist any p,erso'n

4 who applies for Buch registration within 1 yeair after this aet takes

5 effect, and who meets the qualifications pirescribed ill section 4 of

6 this act or who submits to the board evidence that tIle applicant has

7 qualifications (1) and (3) provided in section 4 of this act and has

8 rendered physical thera.py services for 2 yeiars or more in the State

9 of New Jersey prior to th'e date this act ,vas appro,ved] give an

10 examination to applicants who comply with section 4. 1'he board

11 shall also have the authority to accept alternate ways by which an

12 applicant may be qualified to take the physical therapist assistan,t

13 examination. The exa'fnination shall include a written exal'nination

14 ~vhich shall test the applicants' k'no~oledge of the basic and clin,ical

15 sciences as they relate to physical therapy, and physical therapy

16 theory and procedures,. and such other subjects as the board may

17 dee1'it useful to test th,e applicant's fitness to practice physical

18 therapy or to act as a physical therapist assistalJ~t, as the case 1nay

19 be. Exa1nin,ations shall be held within the State at least once a year,

20 at sttch tin~e and place as the board shall determine.

1 5. (Ne\v section) The board shall register ea,ch applicant who

2 passes the examination in accordance with standards fixed bty it

3 and who is not dis,qualified to' be registered un,der the provisions of

4 section 8 of the act hereby suplplemented.

1 6. (New section) On payment to th,e board of a fee of $50.00, and

2 on submission of a written application on forms prorvide,d by the

3 board, the board shall reg-ister without examination a person who

4 is registered or otherwise licensed as a physical therapist or as a

5 physical therapist assistant by a,nother state of the United States,

6 its possessions, or the District of Columbia, if the requirements

7 for licensure or registration in 8uch sta,te, pOlssession or district

8 were, at the date of his registration or licens-e by such state s,ub­

9 stantially e1qual to the requirements set forth in this act.

1 7. (New section) Upon submission of a written application on

2 forms provide'd by it, the board shall issue a temporary registra­

3 tion to a porson who has ap:plied for registration under the pro,­

4 visions of section 4, of the act here:b,y 8up,plemented, and who is,

5 in the judgment of the board, eligible to take the examination p,ro­

6 vided for in section 5 of the act hereby supplemented. Such tem­

7 porary registration shall be avnilable to an applica,nt only ,vith

8 resp1eet to his first ap:plication for registration under section 4 and

9 such registration shall expire when the board makes a final

10 determination with respect to said application.
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1 8. (New section) (a) An applicant whose application is based on

2 a diploma issued to him by a foreign physical therapy school shall

3 furnish dooumentary evidence satisfactory to the board, that he

4 has completed in a physical therapy school or schools a resident

5 course of professional instruction equivalent to that required in

6 section 4 of the act hereby supplemented for a physioal therapy

7 applicant.

8 (b) Applicants under this section shall satisfactorily complete a

9 period of service not to exceed 1 year under the continuous direc-

10 tion and immediate supervision of a physical therapist registered

11 by the board in a physical therapy service and in an institution

12 both of which have been approved by the board for providing such

13 a period of service. The board may waive all or any portion of the

14 required pe,riod of service based on guidelines developed by the

15 board.

16 (c) Before a registration may be issued, the applicant must not

17 only meet the requirements of subdivisions (a) and (b) hut must

18 pass the written examination as provided under section 5 prior to

19 commencing the period of service, and may be required to pass an

20 oral examination at the completion of the period of service if such

21 period of service has not been completed to the satisfaction of the

22 supervising registered physical therapist. The requirements to

23 pass the written examination shall not apply to an applicant who

24 at the time of his application has passed, to the satisfaction of the

25 board, an examination for licensing or registration in another state,

26 district or territory of the United States that is, in the opinion of

27 the board,comparable to the examination given in this State.

28 (d) Nothing contained in this sectio,n shall prohibit the board

29 from disapproving any foreign physical therapy school nor from

30 denying the applicant if, in the opinion of the board, the instruction

31 received by the applicant or the courses were not equivalent to

32 that required in this chapter for a physical therapist applicant.

1 9. Section 6 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.5) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 6. Eaoh initial application under this act shall be accompanied

4 by a fee of [$25.00] $50.00. Registrations under this act shall

5 expire biennially on January 31 [of each calendar year] and shall

6 be renewed upon application and payment of a fee of [$10.00]

7 $20.00 if said fee is not paid by that date, the registration shall

8 automatically expire. A registration which has thtts expired may

9 within 5 years of its expiration date, be renewed on the payment

10 to the board of the sum of $10.00 for each year or part thereof
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11 during which the registration was ineffective and the restoration

12 fee of $10.00. After said 5-year period suclb registration may be

13 renewed only by con~plyi1~g with the provisions he'rein relating to

14 the issuance of an original registrati01'~.

1 10. Section 8 of P. L. 1963, c. 16·9 (0. 45 :9-37.7) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 8. The board, after due notice and hea,ring, may refuse to

4 register any aplplicant, or may refuse to rene,v tIle registration

5 of any registered person, or may suspend or revoke tIle registration

6 of any registered person:

7 (a) JVho practiced physical therapy other tha111 1J,p01~ the *[re­

8 ferral]* *directi01~* of a 1)hysicia1~ licer;~scd to IJract1ice 1itedici1~e

9 and surgery i1l this State 01~ itt/; the case of practice as a physical

10 therapist assista!J'~t has practiced other tha1~ u1nder the direction of

11 a registered physical therapist;

12 [(a)] (b) ,Vho is habitually drunk or "\vho is addicted to the use

13 of narcotic drugs;

14 [(b)] (c) Who has be,en convicted of violating any State or

15 Fe:deral narcotic law;

16 [(c)] (d) Who the board shall find to be guilty of immoral or

17 unprofessional conduct;

18 [(d)] (e) Who has been convicted of any cri!p.e involving moral

19 turpitude;

20 [(e)] (f) Who the board shall find to be guilty of gross negli­

21 gence as a physical thera,pist or physical therapist assistant, or

22 whose conduct as a registered physical therapist or physical thera­

23 pist assistant is detrilnental to tIle b,est interests of the public;

24 except that said person shall have the rig'ht of appeal on all matters

25 of law and fact to the appropriate courts of this State;

2'6 [(f)] (g) Who has obtained or attempted to obtain registration

27 b",Y· fralld or mate.rial misrepTesentation;

28 [(g)] (h) ",Vho has been declared insane b'y a court of competent

29 jurisdiction and \vho has not tllereafter been lawfully declared sane;

30 [(h)] (i) Who has treated or undertaken to treat ailments of

31 human beings otheT'\vise than by pllysical therapy and as autho­

32 rized by this a.ct[, or \VllO has undertalren to practice independently

33 of the prescription or oral direction of a duly licensed physician] ;

34 or

35 [(i)] (j) Who has violated the provisions of this act or the rules

36 or regulations adopted hereunder.

1 11. Section 9 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (0. 45 :9-3'7.8) is amended to

2 read as follows:
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3 9. The' board shall keep a record of its piroeeedings under this

4 act and a register of all p1ersons registered under it. The register

5 sllall show thH name of every living person registered under this

6 act, his last knowll pla,ce of pra.ctice and last known pla,ce of resi­

7 dence, and the date and number of his registration. The board

8 shall compile a,nnually a list of rHgistered physical therapists an,d

9 registered physical the'rapist assistants authorized to practice

10 p,hysical therapy in the, State a,nd shall make such list available,

11 upon re-quest, to the 8uperintendent of eiVery hospital and to every

12 person authorized to practice medicine, 8urgery, chiropractic,

13 osteopathy a,nd physical therapy in this State-.

1 12. Section 10 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (0.45 :9-37.9) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 10. (a) 'There is here'by created in the Division of [Profession'al

4 Boards] Consu.1ner Affairs of the Department of Law and Public

5 Safety, under the State Board of Medical Examiners, a p'hysieal

6 therapy advisory committee. The committee shall consist of five

7 members, [three] fo'ur of whom shall b,e[, except for the initial

8 memb'ers of the committee,] registered p1hysical therapists of this

9 State having at least 5 ye'a,rs experience in the praetice of p'hysical

10 therap,y in the State of Ne,v Jersey ilnmediately prior to appoint­

11 mente The members of the committee shall b'e a,ppointed bry the

12 Governor. [T'he initial appointmen1ts to the committee shall b.e

13 one member for a term of 1 year; one memb'er for a term of 2 YHars;

14 and one nlember for a term of 3 years.] Memb'ers shall [thereafter]

15 be app,ointed for terms of 3 years. Each member shall hold office

16 after the expiration of his term until his successor shall b,e duly

17 apipoillted and qualified. [A 'vacanoy shall exist in the term of any

18 of the three registered physical therapist merrlbe:rs who ceaS'es to

19 be actively engaged in the practice of physical therapy in the State

20 of New J ers.ey.] A vacancy in the office of any member [shall b'e

21 filled in the same manner as original appointments and] shall ble

2,2 filled for the unexpired term only.

23 [The three p,hysical the1rap,ists initially ap'p~ointed to the office

24 of member of the a,dvisory committe'e need not be registered

2,5 p,hysical therapists at the time of appointment bint shall satisfy

26 the qualifications set forth in section 4 of this act and shall llave

27 at le,a1st 5 years experience in the practice of p,hysieal therapy in

28 the State of Nelw Jersey immediately prior to the aplp,ointment.]

29 (b) ThH a,dvisory committee shall meet at least twice ~ year

30 and shall also meet upon the call of the board or of the Attorney

31 General. T'he advisory cOlnmittee shall carry out the responsibili­

32 ties assigned to it under this act a.nd such matters as the board may
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33 require. The Attorney General shall provide the advisory com­

34 mitte,e with s'uch facilities a,nd personnel as shall b'e rHquired fo,r the

35 proper conduct of its business.

36 The board, with the appToval of the Attorney General, may

37 authorize reimbursement of the members of the advisory committee

38 for their aetual expenses incurred in connection with the perform­

39 ance of their duties as members of the committee.

40 (c) There is hereby appropriated to the Department of Law

41 and Public Safety, for the p,urposes of administering this act, all

42 fees and revenues received by the boa.rd from the effective dat.e

43 of this act until June 30, 1964. The, expenditure of such app,ro:p,ria­

44 tion shall be authorized by the .l~~ttorney General with the approval

45 of the Director of the Division of Budget a,nd Accounting.

1 *1.3. A1JlY person who is registered as a physical therapist in this

2 State UP01~ the effective date of this act shall be e1~titled to contintte

3 to practice physical therapy tt1~der his C1lrrenl registration until

4 the expi1"ation thereof and to have his registration re1'~e'wed as

5 herein provideclzuithottt 1nak-in,q a n"ew application for an, origi1tal

6 registratiot~ and UJithout exatfn'in/atio'n.*

1 *[13.]:~ :~14.ox~ This act shall tal{e effect ilnmediately but shall

2 remain inoperative until the first day of the third calendar montll

3 following appro\Tal except that any ap,poilltment provided for

4 Ilerein al1d any a.ction necessary to effectuate tllis act may be made

5 and taken prior thereto.



SENATE, No. 1214

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

.~ , INTRODUCEJD MAY 16, 1974

By Senator GREENBE,RG

Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Profelssions

AN ACT to amend and supplement" An act providing for the

registration of physical therapists, prescribing penalties for

violations, and amending section 45 :9-21 of the Revised

, , Statutes," approved December 16,1963 (P. L. 1963, c. 169).

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey: <--

1 1. Section 2 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45:9-37.1) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 2. As used in this act, unless the context otheTwise requires, the

4 following words shall have the following meanings:

5 (a) "Board" mea.ns the State Bo'ard of Medical Examiners

6 which shall enforce and administer the provisions of this act.

7 (b) (( Advisory committee" means the physical therapy advisory

8 committee as described in section 10 of this act.

9 [(b)] (c) "Physical therapy" or "physiothera,py" shall mean

10 and include [physiotherapy, electro-therapy or hydro-therapy]

11 treatment of a, human being by the use of exercise, massage heat,

12 cold, water, radiant energy, electricity, or so:und for the pttrpose

13 of correcting or allev'ia,ting any physical condition or preventing

14 the development of any physical disa,bility,. or the petfonnance of

15 neuro-muscular-skeletal tests and 'measurements to determine the

16 existence and extent of body malfunction, prov'ided, however, that

17 physical therapy shall not include radiology or electrosurgery.

18 (d)" Physical, therap'ist" shall mean a person who practices

19 physical therapy, under the direction and supervision of a licensed

20 physician, or a person l,cho renders physical therapy services upon

21 the referral of a licensed physician.

22 (e) ((Physical therapist assistant" shall mean a pet'son who

23 (tssists, under the direction of a registered physical therapist, the
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill

is Dot enacted and is intended to be omitted in the h,w,
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24 physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy and who per­

25 forms S~tch procedures delegated to him that are com11wnsurate

26 with his education and training.

1 2. Section 3 of P. L.1963, c.169 (C. 45:9-37.2) is amended. to

2 read as follows:

3 3. (a) Dt shall be a violation of this act for any person who is

4 not registered under this act as a physical therapist, or whose

5 registration has been suspended or revoked, or whose registration

6 has lapsed and has not been revived, to render physical therapy

7 services within this State or to use in connection with his name the

. 8 words or letters "R. P. T.," "Registered Physical Therapist,"

9 "P. T.," "Physical Therapist," or "Physiotherapist," "Physical

10 Therapy Technician," "P. T. T.," or any other letters, words or

11 insignia indicating or implying that he is a registered physical

12 therapist, 01', in any way, orally or in writing or in print or by

13 sign or by implication, to present or hold himself out as a registered

14 physical therapist or a physical therapist.] No person shall

15 practice, nor hold himself out to be able to practice physical

16 therapy in this State, unless he is registered in accordance with the

17 provisions of this act. No pe1'son shall act, nor hold himself out as

18 being able to act as a physical therapist assistant unless he is

19 registered in accordance with the provisions of this act.

20 No physical therap'ist shall S~tpervise more physical therapist

21 assistants at anyone time than in the opinion of the boa1'd can be

22 adequately supervised. Under usual circ~tmstances the maximum

23 nU1nbe1' of physical therapist assistants thtit -may be supe1'vised by

24 any physical therapist shall be two except that, upon application to

25 the board, the board may permit the supe'fvision of a greater

26 nttmber of physical therapist assistants by a physica,l therapist if,

27 in the opinion of the boa1'd, there would be adequate supervision

28 and the pnblic health and safety would be served. In no case, how­

29 ever, shall the total number of physical thempist assistants exceed

30 twice the number of physical therapists regularly employed by a

31 facility.

32 (b) The board, [by rules and regulations and] on its own motion

33 Or after consultation with the physical therapy advisory com­

34mittee, shall establish [standards governing the practice of

35 physical therapy which standards shall be adhered to by the persons

36 registered under this act] ru.les and regulations for the admin­
37 'istmtion, of this act.

1 3. Section 4 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.3) IS amended to
2 read as follows:
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4. An applicant for registration as a physical the;rapist or

physical thempist assistant shall submit to the board evidence, in

such form as the board may prescribe, that the applicant [(1) has

attained his or her twenty-first birthday; (2) is a citizen of the

United States; (3)] is of good moral character; [(4) is a graduate

of a high sohool approved by the New .Jersey Department of

Education or has equivalent education acceptable to the board; (5)

has completed satisfactorily a course of study of physical the,rapy

at a school, hospital or other institution having a program of educa­

tion and instruction in physical therapy approved by the board]

and that he has completed a program of education approved by the

board.

An approved program for physical thempists shall include the

following:, (a) a minimum of 60 academic semester credits or its

equivalent from a recognized college, includtng courses in the bio­

logical and physical sciences; or a diploma from an accredited

school of professiQ.al nursing and in addi.tion (b) an accredited

course in physical therapy education which has provided adequate

instruction in the basic sciences, clinical sciences, and physica~

therapy theory and procedures as determined by the advisory com­

mittee and approved by the board. An approved program for

physical therapist assistants shall be at least a 2-year p'fogram

offered by a college accredited by a recognized accrediting agency

and including such elementary or intermediate courses in the

anatomical, biological, and physical sciences as may be prescribed

by the advisory committee and approved by the board.

[The board, in 0stablishing, altering or amending the standards

for approving such programs of education and instruction, shall

consult with the physical the,rapy advisory committee and may take

into consideration the standards suggested by the appropriate

council of the American Medical Association, the American

Physioal Therapy Association, and the N0W Jersey State Physieal

Therapy Society, Incorporated.]

4. Section 5 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (0. 45 :9-37.4) is amended to

read as follows:

5. The board shall [register as a physical therapist any person

who applies for such registration within 1 year after this act takes

effect, and who meets the qualifications pooscribed in section 4 of

this act or who submits to the board evidence that the applicant has

qualifications (1) and (3) provided in section 4 of this act and has

rendered physical therapy services for 2 years or more in the State

of New Jersey prior to the date this act was approved] give an
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10 examination to appl'icants who comply with section 4. The board

11 shall also have the author-ity to accept alternate ways by which an

12 applicant ma,y be qual-died to take the physical therapist assis,tant

13 examination. The examination shall include a written examination

14 which shall test the a?Jplicants' knowledge of the basic and clinical

15 sciences as they relate to physical therapy, and physical therapy

16 theory and procedures; and such othet' subjects as the boar-d may

17 deem useful to test thie applicant's fitness to practice physical

18 therapy or to act as a physical therapist assistant, as the case may

19 be. JiJxaminations shall be held within the State at least once a year,

2() at such time and place as the board sha.ll determ-ine.

1 5. (New seotion) The board shall register each applicant who

2 pa.sses the examination in accordance with standards fixed by it

3 and who is :not disqualified to be registered under the provisions of

4 section 8 of the act hereby supplemented.

1 6. (New section) On payment to the board of a fee of $50.00, and

2 on submission of a written application on forms pro'Vided by the

3 board, the board shall regist.er without examination a person who

4 is registered or otherwise licensed as a physical .therapist or as a

5 physical therapist assistant by another state of the United States,

6 its possessions, or the District of Columbia, if the requirements

7 for licensure or registration in such state, possession or district

8 were at the date of his registration or license by such state sub­

9 stantiaHy equal to the requirements set forth in this act.

1 7. (New section) Upon submission of a written application on

2 forms provided by it, the board shall issue ~ temporary registra-
I:'

3 tio'll to a person who has applied for registration under the pro-

4 visions of section 4, of the act hereby supplemented, and who is,

5 in the judgment of the board, eligible to take the examination prE)­

6 vided for in section 5 of the act hereby supplemented. Such tem­

7 porary registration shall be available to an applicant o-nly with

8 respect to his first application for registration under section 4 and

9 such registration shall expire when the bo'ard makes a final

10 determination with respect to said application.

1 8. (New section) (a) An applicant whose application is based em

2 a diploma issued to him by a foreign physical therapy school shall

3 furnish documentary evidence satisfactory to the bo'ard, that he

4 has completed in a physical therapy school or schools a resident

5 course of professional instruction equivalent to that required in

6 section 4 of the act hereby supplemented for a physical therapy

7 applicant.

8 (b) Applicants under this section shall satisfactorily complete a
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9- . period of service not to exceed 1 year under the continuous direc­

10 tion and immediate supervision of a physical therapist registered

11 by the board in a physical therapy service and in an institution

12 both of which have been approved by the board for providing such

13 a period of service. The board may waive all or any portion of the

14 required period of servioo based on guidelines developed by the

15 board.

16 (Ie) Before a registration may be issued, the applicant must not

17 only meet the requirements of subdivisions (a) and (b) but must

18 pass the written examination as provided under section 5 prior to

19 commencing the period of service, and may be required to pass an

20 oral examination at the completion of the period of service if such

21 period of service has not been completed to the satisfaction of the

22 supervising registered physical therapist. The requirements to

23 pass the written examination shall not apply to an applicant who

24 at the time of his application has passed, to the satisfaction of the

25 board, an examin~ionfor licensing or registration in another state,

26 district or territory of the United States that is, in the opinion of

27 the board, comparable to the examination given in this State.

28 (d) Nothing contained in this sectio.n shall prohibit the board

29 from disapproving any foreign physical therapy school nor from

30 denying the applicant if, in the opinion of the board, the instruction

31 received by the applicant or the courses were not equivalent to

32 that required in this chapter for a. physica.l therapist applicant.

1 9. 8ootion 6 of P. L. 1963:, c. 169 (C. 45:9-:37.5) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 6. Eacll initial application under this act shall be accompanied

4 by a fee of [$25.00] $50.00. Registrations under this act shall

5 expire biennially on .January 31 [of each calendar year] and shall

6 be renewed upon application and payment of a fee of [$10.0@]

7 $20.00 if. said fee is not paid by that date, the registration shall

8 automatically expire. A registration which has thus expired may

9 within 5 years of its expiration date, be reneuJed on the payment

10 to the board of the sum of $10.00 for each year or part thereof

11 during which the r'egistration was ineffective and the r'estoration

12 fee of $10.00. After said 5-year period such r"egistration may be

13 renewed only by complying with the provisions herein relating to

14 the issu-ance of an original registration. ~

1 10. Section 8 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45:9-37.7) is amended to

2 fead as follows:

3 8. The board, after due notiee and hearing, may refuse to

4 register any applicant, or may refuse to renew the registration
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5 of any registered person, or may suspend or revoke the registration

6 of any registered person:

7 (a) Who practiced physical therapy other than upon the referral

8 of a physician licensed to practice medicine and surgery in this

9 State or in the case bf practice a,s a physical therapist assistant

10 has practiced other than under the direction of a registered physical

,11 therapist;

12 [(a)] (b) Who is habitually drunk or who is addiCJted to the use

13 of narcotic drugs;

14 [(b)] (c) Who has been convicted of violating any State or

15 Federal narcotic law;

16 .' I (c)] (d) Who the board shall find to be guilty of immoral or

17 unprofessional conduct;

18 [(d)] (e) Who has been convicted of any crime invol'Ving moral

19 turpitude;

20 [(e)] (/) Who the board shall find to be guilty of gross negli­

21 gence as a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant, or

22 whos'e conduct as a registered physical therapist or physical thera­

23 pist assistant is detrimental to the best inte,rests of the public;

24 except that said person shall have the 'right of appeal on all matters

25 of law and fact to the appropriate courts of this State;

26 [(f)] (g) Who has obtained or attempted to obtain registration

27 by fraud or material misrepresentation;

28 [(g)] (h) Who has been declared insane by a court of competent

29 jurisdiction and who has not there,after been lawfUlly declared sane;

30 [(h)] (i) Who has treated or undeTta~n to treat ailments of

31 human beings otherwise than by physical therapy and as autho­

32 rized by this act[, or who has undertaken to practice independently

33 of the prescription or oral direction of a duly licensed physician];

34 or

35 [(i)] (j) Who has violated the provisions ofthis actor the rules

36 or regulations adopted hereunder.

, 1 11. Section 9 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.8) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 9. The board shall keep a record of its proceedings UIider this

4 act and a register of all persons registe,red under it. The register

5 shall show the name of every living person registered under this

6 act, his last known place of practice and last known place of resi-

. 7 dence, and the date and number of his registration. The board

8 shall compile annually a list of registered physical therapists and

9 registered physical therapist assistants authorized to practice

10 physical therapy in·the State and shall make such list available,

11 upon request, to the superintendent of every hospital and to every

,',

;
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12 person authorized to practice medicine, surgery, chiropractic,

13 . osteopathy and physical therapy in this State.

1 12. Section 10 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.9) is amended to

2 ' read as follows:

3 10. (a) rrhere is hereby created in the Division of [Professional

.4 Boards] Gonsu,mer Affairs of the Department of Law and Public

. 5 Safety, under the State Board of Medical Examiners, a physical

. 6 therapy advisory committee. The committee shall consist of five

7 members, [three] four of whom shall be[, except for the initial

8 members of the committee,] registered physical therapists of this

9 State having at least 5 years experience in the practice of physical

10 therapy in the State of New Jersey immediately prior to appoint­

11 ment. The members of the committee shall be appointed by the

12 Governor. [The initial appointments to the committee shall be

13 one member for a term of 1 year; one lnember for a term of 2 years;

14 and one member for a term of 3 ye'ars.] Members shall [thereafter]

15 be appointed for t:tms of 3 years. Each member shall hold office

16 after the expiration of his term until his successor shall be duly

17 appointed and qualified. [A vacancy shall exist in the term of any

18 of the three registered physical therapist members who ceases to

19 be actively engaged in the practice of physical therapy in the State

20 of New Jerse)'.] A vacancy in the office of any member [shall be

21 filled in the same manner as original appointments and] shall be

22 filled for the unexpired term only.

23 [The three physical therapists initially appointed to the office

24 of member of the advisory committee need not be registered

25 physical therapists at the time of appointment but shall satisfy

26 the qualifications set forth in section 4 of this act and shall have

27 at least 5 years experience in the practice of physical therapy in

28 tho State of New Jersey immediately prior to the appointment.]

29 (b) The, advisory committee shall meet at least twice a year

30 and shall also meet upon the call of the board or of the Attorney

31 General. The advisory committee shall carry out the responsibili­

32 ties assigned to it under this act and such matters as the board may

33 require. The Attorney General shall provide the advisory com­

34 mittee with such facilities and personnel as shall be required for the

35 proper conduct of its business.

36 ~rhe board, with the approval of the Attorney General, may

37 authorize reimbursement of the members of the advisory committee

38 for their actual expenses incurred in connection with the perform­

39 ance of their duties as members of the committee.

40 (c) There is hereby appropriated to the Department of Law

,
:1
!

:,
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41 and Public Safety, for the purpos,es of administering this act, all

42 fees and re'venues received by t.he board from the effective date

43 of this act until June 30, 1964. The expenditure of such appropria­

44 tion shall be authorized by the Attorney General with the approval

45 of th.e Director of the Di~ision of Budget and Aooounting',.

1 13. This act shall take effect immediately but shall remain

2 inoperative until the first day of the third calendar month following

3 apprO'val except that any appointment provided for herein and any

4 action necessary to effectuate this act may be made and taken prior

5 thereto.

i i

!, I

I ,



FISCAL NOTE TO

SENATE, No. 1214
[ ASSEMBLY REPRINT]

•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

DATED: APRIL 28, 1975

The Assembly Rep.rintof Senate Bill No. 1214 amends various stat­

utes p,ertaining to the regulation of physical therapists.

The Department of Law and Public Safety estimates that enactment

of this legislation would require an addition,al State exp,enditure of

$11,6·40.00 in fiscal 1975-76, $12,216.00 in fiscal 1976-77 and $12,863.00

in fiscal 1977-78.

The fiscal note is b,ascd on an estimate of costs rather than actual

cost information.

In comp,liance with written request received, there is hereby submitted

a fiscal estim,ate for the above bill, pursuant to P. L. 1962, c. 2'7.



SENAT'E COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO

SENATE, No. 1214
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED JANUARY 20, 1975

Amend page 1, section 1, line 14, omit "or the performance of".

Amend page 1, section 1, line 15, omit.

Amend page 1, section 1, line 16, omit" existence and extent of body

malfunction, ' '.

Amend page 1, section 1, line 21, omit "referral", insert "direction".

Amend page 6, section 10, line 7, omit' referral", insert" direction".

Amend page 8, section 12, after line 45, insert new section 13 to read

as follows:

"13. Any person who is registered as a physical therapist in this

State upon the effective date of this act shall be entitled to continue to

practice physical therapy under his current registration until the ex­

piration thereof and to have his registration renewed as herein provided

without making a new application for an original registration and

without examination.".

Amend page 8, section 13, line 1, omit "13.", insert "14.".
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[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINrr]

SENATE, No. 1214

STATE OF NEW JER-SEY
•

INT'RODUCED MAY 16, 1974

By Senator GREENBEIRG

Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

AN ACT to amend and supplement "An act providing for the

registration of _physical therapists, prescribing penalties fO'r

violations, and amending section 45 :9-21 of the Revised

Statutes," approved December 16, 1963 (P. L. 19631 c. 169).

,a
1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. Section 2 of P. L. 1963, c. 1'69 (C. 45 :9-37.1) is am-ended to

2 read as follows:

3 2. As used in this act, unle,ss the context otherwise requires, the

4 following words shall have the following meanings:

5 (a) "Board" means the State Board of Medical Examiners

6 which shall enforce and administer the provisions of this act.

7 (b) "Advisory committee" means the physical therapy advisory

8 committee as described in section 10 of this act.

9 [(b)] (c) "Physical the'rapy" or "physiotherapy" shall me'an

10 and include [physiotherapy, ele.etro-therapy or hydro-the'rapy]

11 treatment of a human being by the use of exercise, massage heat,

IZ cold, water, radiant ene1'gy, elect'ricity, or sound for the purpose

13 of correcting or allev·iating any physical condition or p1-eventing

14 the development of any physical disability; ;:'[or the performance of

t5 neuro-muscular-skeletal tests and measurements to determine the

16 existence and extent of body malfunction,]* provided, however, that

17 physical therapy shall not incZ.ude radiology OT electrosu-rgery.

18 (d)" Physical therapist" shall mean a person who practices

19 physical therapy, under the direction and supervision of a licensed
,

20 physician, or a person who renders physical therapy services upon

21 the *[referra'l]* *direction* of a licensed physician.

2,2 (e)" Physical therapist assistant" shall mean a person who

23 assists, under the direction of a registered physical therapist, the

EXPLANATION-Maller enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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24 physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy and who per­

25 forms such procedures delegated to him that are commensurate

26 with his education and training.

1 2. Section 3 of P. L. 1963, C. 169 (0.45:9-37.2) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 3. (a) [It shall be a violation of this act for any person who is

4 not registered under this act as a physical therapist, or whose

5 registration has been suspended or revoked, or whose registration

6 has lapsed and has not been revived, to render physical therapy

7 services within this State or to use in connection with his name the

8 words or letters "R. P. 1\" "Registered Ph)Tsical 1"'herapist,"

9 "P. T.," "Physical Therapist," or "Physiotherapist,'" "Physical

10 Therapy Technician," "P. T. T.," or any other letters, words or

11 insignia indicating or implying that he is a registered physical

12 therapist, or, in any way, orally or in writing or in print or by

13 sign or by implication, to present or hold himself out as a registered

14 physical therapist or a physical therapist.] No person shall

15 practice, nor holdh'imself out to be able to practice physical

16 therapy in this State, unless he is registered in accordance with the

17 provisions of this act. No person shall act, nor hold himself out as

18 being able to act as a physical therapist assistant unless he is

19 registered in accordance with the provisions of this act.

20 No physical therap,i,st shall supervise more physical therapist

21 assistants at anyone time than in the opinion of the board can be

22 adequately supervised. Under usual circumstances the maximum

23 number of physical therapist assistants thaJ may be supet'vised by

24 any physical therapist shall be two except that, upon application to

25 the board, the board may permit the super'vision of a greater

26 number of physical therapist assistants by a physical therapist if,

27 in the opinion of the boat'd, there would be adequate supervision

28 and the public health and safety would be served. In no case, how­

29 ever, shall the total number of physical therapist assistants exceed

30 twice the number of physical therapists regularly employed by a

31 facility.

32 (b) The board, [by rules and regulations and] on its own motion

33 Or after consultation 'with the physical therapy advisory com­

34 mittee, shall establish [standards. governing the practice. of

35 physical therapy which standards shall be adhered to by the persons

36 registered under this act] rules and regulations for the admin­
37 istration of this act.

1 3. Section 4 of P. L. 1963, C. 169 (C. 45:9-37.3) is amended to
2 read as follows:
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3 4. An applicant for registration as a physical therapist or

4 physical therapist assistant shall submit to the board evidence, in

5 such form as the board may prescribe, that the applicant [(1) has

(; attained his or her twenty-first birthday; (2) is a citizen of the

7 United States; (3)] is of good moral character; [(4) is a graduate

8 of a high sohool approved by the New .rersey Department of

9 Education or has equivalent education acceptable to the board; (5)

10 has completed satisfactorily a course of study of physical therap~

11 at a school, hospital or other institution having a program of educa­

12 tion and instruction in physical therapy approved by the board]

13 and that he has completed a program of education approved by the

14 board.

15 An approved program for physical therapists shall include the

16 following: (a) a minimum of GO academic semester credits 07" its

17 equivalent from a recognized college, includ'/,ng courses in the bio­

18 logical and physical sciences; or a diploma from an accredited

19 school of professionat nursing and in addition (b) an accredited

,20 course in physical therapy education which has provided adequate

21 instruction in the basic sciences, clinical sciences, and physical

22 therapy theory and procedures as detennined by the advisory com­

23 mittee and approved by the board. An a,pproved program for

24 physical therapist assistants shall be at least a 2-year p'rogram

25 offered by a college accredited by a recognized accrediting agency

26 and including such elementary or intermediate courses in the

27 anatomical, biological, and physical sciences as may be prescribed

28 by the advisory committee and approved by the board.

29 [The board, in establishing, altering or amending the standards

30 for approving such programs of education and instruction, shall

31 consult with the physical therapy advisory committee and may take

32 into consideration the standards suggested by the appropriate

33 council of .the American Medical Association, the American

34 Physical Therapy Association, and the New Jersey State Physical

35 Therapy Society, Incorporated.]

1 4. Section 5 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.4) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 5. The board shall [register as a physical therapist any person

4 who applies for such registration within 1 year after this act takes

5 effect, and who meets the qualifications prescribed in section 4 of

6 this act or who submits to the board evidence that the applicant has

7 qualifications (1) and (3) provided in section 4 of this act and has

8 rendered physical therapy services for 2 ye'ars or more in the State

9 of New Jersey prior to the date this act was approved] give an
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10 examination to applicants who comply with section 4. Th;e board

11 shall also have the authority to accept alternate ways by which an

12 applicant may be q'ttalified to take the physical therapist assistant

13 examination. The examination shall include a written exam,ination

14 which shall test the a"pplicants' knowledge of the basic and clinical

15 sciences as they relate to physical therapy, and physical therapy

16 theory and procedures; and such other subjects as the board may

17 deem useful to test the applicant's fitness to practice physical

18 therapy or to act as a physical therapist assistant, as the case may

19 be. Examinations shall be held within the State at Least once a yea1",

20 at such time and place as the board shall determine.

1 5. (New section) The board shall register each applioont who

2 passes the examination in accordanoo with standards fixed by it

3 and who is not disqualified to be registered under the provisions of

4 section 8 of the act hereby supplemented.

1 6. (New section) On payment to the board of a fee of $50.00, and

2 on submission of a written application on forms provided by the

3 board, the board shall register without examination a person who

4 is registered or otherwise licensed as a physical therapist O'r as a

5 physical therapist assistant by another state of the United States,

6 its possessions, or the District of Columbia, if the requirements

7 for licensure or registration in such state, po·ssession or district

8 were at the date of his registration or license by such state sub­

9 stantially equal to the requirements set forth in this act.

1 7. (New section) Upon submission of a written application on

2 forms provided by it, the board shall issu<\.a temporary registra­

3 tion to a person who has applied for registration under the pro­

4 visions of section 4, of the act hereby supplemented, and who is,

5 in the judgment of the board, eligible to take the examination pro­

6 vided for in section 5 of the act hereby supplemented. Such tem­

7 poorary registration shall be available to an applicant only with

8 respect to his first application for registration under section 4 and

9 such registration shall expire when the board makes a final

10 de.t~rm.ination with respect to said application.

1 8. (New section) (a) An applicant whose application is ba:sed on

2 a diploma issued to him by a foreign physical therapy school shall

3 furnish documentary evidence satisfactory to the board, that he

4 has completed in a physical therapy school or schools a resident

5 course of professional instruction equivalent to that required in

6 section 4 of the act hereby supplemented for a physical therapy

7 applicant.

8 (b) Applicants under this section shall satisfactorily complete a
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8. The board, after due notice and hearing, may refuse to

register any applicant, or may refuse to renew the registration

i
~ \

9 period of service not to exceed 1 year under the continuolls direc­

10 tion and immediate supervision of a physical therapist registered

11 by the baard in a physical therapy service and in an institution

12 both of which have been approved by the hoard for providing such

13 a period of service. The board may waive all or a.ny portion of the

14 required period of service based on guidelines developed by the

15 board.

16 (c) Before a registration m.ay be issued, the applicant must not

17 only meet the requirements of subdivisions (a) and (b) hut must

18 pass the written examination as provided under section 5 prior to

19 commencing the period of service, and may be requued to pass an

20 oral examination at the completion of the period of service if such

21 period of service has not been completed to the satisfaction of the

22 supervising registered physical the,rapist. The requirements to

23 pass the written examination shall not apply to an a:tm~licant who

24 at the time of his application has passed, to the satisfaction of the

25 board, an examinati5n for licensing or registration in another state,

26 district or territory of the United States that is, in the opinion of

27 the board, comparable to the examination given in this State.

28 (d) Nothing con.tained in this sectio.n shall prohibit the hoard

29 from disapproving any foreign physical therapy school nor from

30 denying the applicant if, in the opinion of the board, the instruction

31 received by the applicant or the counes were not equivalent to

32 that required in this chapter for a physical therapist applicant.

1 9. Seotion 6 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.5) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 6. Each initial application under this act shall be aceompanied

4 by a fee of [$25.00] $50.00. Registrations under this act shall

5 expire biennially on January 31 [of each calendar year] and shall

6 be renewed upon application and payment of a fee of [$1:0.00]

7 $20.00 if s.aid fee is not paid by that date, the registration shall

8 automatically expire. A registration which has thus expired may

9 within 5 years of its expirati.on date, be renewed on the payment

10 to the board of the sum of $10.00 for each year or part thereof

11 during which the registration was ineffective and the restoration

12 fee of $10.00. After said 5-year period such registration may be

13 renewed only by complying with the provisions herein relating to

14 the issuance of an original registration.

1 10. Section 8 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.7) is amended to

2 re'ad as follows:

3

4
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[(i)] (j) Who has violated the provisions of this act or the rules

or regulations adopted hereunder.

11. Section 9 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45:9-37.8) is amended to

read as follows:

9. The board shall keep a record of its prooeedings under this

act and a register of all persons registered under it. The register

shall show the name of every living person registered under this

act, his last known place of practice and last known place of resi­

dence, and the date and number of his registration. The board

shall compile annually a list of registered physical therapists and

registered physical thempist assistants authorized to practice

physical therapy in the State and shall make such list available,

upon request, to the superintendent of every hospital and to every

of any registered person, or may suspend or revoke the registration

of any registered person:
(a) Who practiced physi,cal thempy othe1" than upon the ·[re-

ferral]* ,x'direction'" of a physician licensed to prad'ice medicine

and surgery i'n tMs State or in the case of pr'actice as a physinIl

therapist a,ssistant has practiced other than 1),nder the directi,on of

a registered physical therapist;

[(a)] (b) Who is habitually drunk or who is addicted to the usc

of narcotic drugs;

[(b)] (c) Who has been convicted of violating any State or

E"ederal narcotic law;

[(c)] (d) Who the board shall find to be guilty of immoral or

unprofessional conduct;

[(d)] (e) Who has been convicted of any crime involving moral

turpitude;

[(e)] ( f) Who the board shall find to be guilty of gross negli­

gence as a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant, or

whos'e conduct as a registered physical therapist or physical thera­

pist assistant is detrimental to the best interests of the public;

except that said person shall have the right of appeal on all matters

of law and fact to the appropriate courts of this State;

[(f)] (g) 'Who has obtained or attempted to obtain registration

by fraud or material misrepresentation;

[(g)] (h) Who has been declared insane by a court of competent

jurisdiction and who has not thereafter been lawfully declared sane;

[(h)] (i) Who has treated or unde.taken to treat ailments of

human beings otherwise than by physical therapy and as autho­

32 rized by this act[, or who has undertaken to practice independently

of the prescription or oral direction of a duly licensed physician];33

34 or

35

36

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
23

24

25

2'6

27

28

29

30

31
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12 person authorized to practice medicine, surgery, chiropractic,

13 osteopathy and physical therapy in this State.

1 12. Section 10 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.9) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 10. (a) There is hereby created in the Division of [Professional

4 Boards] Consumer Affairs of the Department of Law and Public

5 Safety, under the State Board of Medical Examiners, a physical

6 therapy advisory committee. The committee shall consist of five

7 members, [three] four of whom shall be[, except for the initial

8 members of the committee,] registered physical therapists of this

9 State having at least 5 years experience in the practice of physical

10 therapy in the State of New Jersey immediately prior to appoint­

11 ment. The members of the committee shall be appointed by the

12 Governor. [The initial appointments to the committee shall be

13 one member for a term of 1 year; one member for a term of 2 years;

14 and one member for a term of 3 years.] Members shall [thereafter]

15 be appointed for tel'mS of 3 years. Each member shall hold office

16 after the expiration of his term until his successor shall be duly

17 appointed and qualified. [A vacancy shall exist in the term of any

18 of the three registered physical therapist members who ceases to

19 be actively engaged in the practice of physical therapy in the State

20 of New Jersey.] A vacancy in the office of any member [shall be

21 filled in the same manner as original appointments and] shall be

22 filled for the unexpired term only.

23 [The three physical therapists initially appointed to the office

24 of member of the advisory committee need not be registered

25 physical therapists at the time of appointment but shall satisfy

26 the qualifications set forth in section 4 of this act and shall have

27 at least 5 years experience in the practice of physical therapy in

28 the State of New Jersey immediately prior to the appointment.]

29 (b) The, advisory committee shall meet at least twice a year

30 and shall also meet upon the call of the board or of the Attorney

31 General. The advisory committee shall carry out the responsibili­

32 ties assigned to it under this act and such matters as the board may

33 require. rrhe Attorney General shall provide the advisory com­

34 mitte,e with such facilities and personnel as shall be required for the

35 proper conduct of its business.

36 The board, with the approval of the A.,ttorney General, may

37 authorize reimbursement of the members of the advisory committee

38 for their actual expenses incurred in connection with the perform­

39 ance of their duties as members of the committee.

40 (c) There is hereby appropriated to the Department of Law

1
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41 and Public Safety, for the purpos'es of administering this act, all

42 fees and revenues received by the board from the effective date

43 of this act until JUJ!I8 30, 1964. The expenditure of such appropria­

44 tion shall be authorized by the Attorney General with the approval

45 (1)f the Director of the,Division of Budget and Accounting.

1 *13. Any per-son who is register~ed as a physical therapist ;,1l, thi~

2 State upon the ejj'ective date of this act shall be entitl0d to continue

3 to practice physical therapy under his c'ur-rent registration u,ntil

4 the expiration ther"eol and to have his registmtion re17iewed as

5 her"ein provided withotd making ([ new application for an original

6 registration and witliO'ut exarn'ination.*

1 *[13.]* *14.* "Phis act shall take effect immediately but shall

2 remai:n inoperative until the first day of the third calendar month

3 following approval except that a,ny appointment provided for

4 herein and any action necessa 1'y to effectuate this act may be made

5 and taken prior thereto.
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ASSEMBLY COM¥~Jl,~\~J~PUSTRY, AND
PROFESSIONS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1214
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

---'.----

STATE OF NEW JERSE.Y
•

DATED: APRIL 7, 1975

This bill p,rovides for definitions of physical therap,y, p,hysical

therapist, and physical tllerapist assistant; establishes an approved

educational program for physical therapists and physical the1rapist

assistants; provides for examination of, registration and fees for

ap1IJlicants by the State Board of Medical Ex,aminers; and creates in

the J)ivision of Consumer Affairs of tIle D,epartment of Law and Public

Safety, ulld'er tIle State Board of Medical Examiners, a physical

therapy advisory committee.



ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1214
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 24, 1975

Amend page 1, section 1, line 14, after" disability; ", insert" or the

performance of appropriate tests and measurements, authorized by

the State Board of Medical ~~xaminers, to assess the extent of body

malfunction' '.



[ASSEMBLY REPRINT]

SENATE, No. 1214
[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT]

with Assembly committee amendment (~dopted Ji'ebruary 24, 197[j

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

INTRODUCED MAY 16, 1974

By Senator GREENBEIRG

Referred to Committee on Labor, Industry and Professions

AN ACT to amend and supplement "An act providing for the

registration of physical therapists, prescribing penalties for

violations, and amending seetion 45 :9-21 of the Revised
...z

Statutes," approved December 16, 1963 (P. L. 1963, c. 169).

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. Section 2 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.1) 1S amended to

2 read as follows:

3 2. As used in this act, unless the context otherwise requires, the

4 following words shall have the following meanings:

5 (a) "Board" means the State Board of Medical Examiners

6 which shall enforce and administer the ZJ'rovisions of this act.

7 (b) "Advisory committee" means the physical therapy advisory

8 committee as described in section 10 of thi,s act.

9 [(b)] (c) "Physical therapy" or U physiotherapy" shall me'an

10 and include [physiotherapy, electro-therapy or hydro-therapy]

11 treatm~nt of a human being by the use of exercise, massage heat,

12 cold, water, radiant enet'gy, electricity, or sound for the purpose

13 of correcting or allev·iating any physical condition or preventing

14 the development of any physical disability; **or the performance

15 of appropriate tests (md measurements, authorized by the State

16 Board of Medical Exarniners, to assess the extent of body mal­

17 function** ~'[or the performance of neuro-muscular-skeleta~tests

17A and meaS1trements to determine the e:ri'Stence and extent of body

17B malfunction,]* provided, however, that physical therapy shall not

17c include radiology or electrosurgery.

EXPLANATION-MaUer enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
. is not enacted and is intend"d to be omitted i.. the law.
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18 (d)" Physical themp'ist" shall mean a person who practices

19 physical therapy, unde1' the direction and sttpervision of a licensed

20 physician, or a, pe1'son u;ho renders phys'ical thempy services upon

21 the *[referml]* '~il'i'l'ection'~ of a licensed physician.

22 (e)" Physical thera,pist assistant" shall mean a l1erson who

23 assists, under the direction of a 1'egistered physical therapist, the

24 physical therapist in the practice of physical therapy and who per­

25 forms such procedures delegated to him that are com'mensurate

26 with his education and training.

1 2. Secti.on 3 of P. L. 1963, c, J69 (C. 45 :9-37.2) 1S amended to

2 read as follows:

3 3. (a) [It shall be a violation of this act for any person who is

4 not registered under this act as a physical therapist, or whose

5 registration has been suspended or revoked, or whose registration

6 has lapsed and has not been revived, to render physical therapy

7 services 'within this State or to URe in con.nection with his name the

8 words or letters "R. P. T.," "Registered Physical Therapist,"

9 "P. 'r.," "Physical Therapist," or "Physiotherapist," "Physical

10 Therapy Technician," "P. T. T.," or any other letters, words or

11 insignia indicating or implying that he is a registered physical

12 therapist, or, in any way, orally or in writing or in print or by

13 sign or by implication, to present 01' hold himself out as a registered

14 physical therapist or a physical therapist.] No person shall

15 practice, nor hold him,self out to be able to practice physical

16 therapy in this State, unless he is registered in accordance with the

17 provisions of this aet. No pe1'son shall act, nor: hold himself out as
t-

18 being able to act as a physical therapist assistant unless he is

19 registered in accordance with the provisions of this act.

20 No physical therapist shall supervise more physical therapist

21 assistants at anyone time than in the opinion of the board can be

22 adequately supervised, Under uS1wl circttmstances the maximum

23 num,ber of physical therapist assistants that tnay be supet'vised by

24 any physical therapist shall be two except that, upon application to

25 the board, the board rnny permit the supe'rvision of a greater

26 number of physi,cal therapist assistants by a physical therapist if,
27 in the opinion of the board, there would be adequate supervision

28 and the p1~blic health and safety would be served. In no case, how­

29 ever, shall the totnl n'umber of physical therapist assistants exceed

30 twice the number of physical therapists regularly employed by a

31 facility.

32 (b) The board, [by mles and regulations and] on its own motion

33 or after consultation with the physical therapy advisory com-
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34 mittee, shall establish [standards govermng the practice of

35 physical therapy which standards shall be adhered to by the persons

36 registered under this act]rulcs and regulations for the admin­

37 istration of this act.

1 3. Section 4 of P. L. H.Jtii:l, e. 169 (C. 40 :9-37.3) is amended to

2 re,ad as follows:

3 4. An applicant for registration as a physical therapist or

4 physical thera.pist assistant shall submit to the board evidence, in

5 such form as the board may prescribe, that the applicant [(1) has

6 attained his or her twenty-first birthday; (2) is a citizen of the

7 United States; (3)] is of good moral character; [(4) is a graduate

8 of a high school approved by the New .Jersey Department of

9 Education or has equivalent education acceptable to the board; (5)

10 has completed satisfactorily a course of study of physical therapy

11 at a school, hospital or other institution having a program of educa­

12 tion and instruction in physical therapy approved by the board]

13 and that he has cO'ryf'Pleted a program of education approved by the

14 board.

15 .An approved program for physical therapists shall include the

16 following:, (a) a mini1'num of GO academic serneste1' credits or its

17 equivalent from a recognized college, includ~ng courses in the bio­

18 logical and physical sciences; or a diplo'ma from an accredited

19 school of professional nurs'ing and in addi,tion (b) an accredited

20 course in physical therapy education which has provided adeq'uate

21 instruction in the basic sciences, clinical sciences, and physical

22 therapy theory and procedures as determined by the advisory com­

23 mittee and approved by the boanl. An appro'ved program for

24 physical therapist assistants shall be at least a 2-year p·rogram

25 offered by a college accredited by a recognized accrediting agency

26 and including such elementary or intermediate courses in the

27 anatomica~, biological, and physical sciences as nwy be prescribed

28 by the advisory committee and approved by the board.

29 [The board, in establishing, altering or amending the standards

30 for approving such programs of education and instruction, shall

31 consult with the physical therapy advisory committee and may take

32 into consideration the standards suggested by the appropriate

33 council of the American Medical Association, the American

34 Physical Therapy Association, and the New Jersey State Physical

35 Therapy Society, Incorporated.]

1 4. Section 5 of P. L, 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.4) IS amended to

2 read as follows:
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3 5. The board shall [register as a physical therapist any person

4 who applies for such registration within 1 year after this act takes

5 effect, and who meets the qualifications prescribed in section 4 of

6 this act or who submits to the board evidence that the applicant has

7 qualifications (1) and (,3) provided in section 4 of this act and has

8 rendered physical therapy services for 2 years or more in the State

9 of New Jersey prior to the date this act was approved] give an

10 examination to applicants who comply with section 4. 1'he board

11 shall a,lso have the authority to accept alternate ways by which an

12 applicant may be qual'ified to take the physical therapist assistant

13 examination. 1'he examination shall include a wr'itten exam,ination

14 which shall test the applicants' knowledge of the basic and clinical

15 sciences as they relate to physical therapy, and physical therapy

16 theory and proced'ures; and s'uch other' subjects as the board may

17 deem useful to test the applicant's fitness to practice physical

18 thempy or to act as a physical therapist assistant, as the case may

19 be. Examinations shall be held within the State at least once a year,

2D at such time and place as the board shall determine.

1 5. (New section) The board shall register each applicant who

2 passes the examination in accordance with standards fixed by it

3 and who is not disqualified to be registered under the provisions of

4 section 8 of the act hereby supplemented.

1 6. (New section) On payment to the board of a fee of $50.00, and

2 on submission of a written application on forms provided by the

3 board, the board shall register without examination a person who

4 is registered or otherwise licensed as a physical therapist or as a
t'

5 physical therapist assistant by another state of the United States,

6 its possessions, or the District of Columbia, if the requirements

7 for licensure or registration in such state, possession or district

8 were at the date of his registration or license by such state sub~

9 stantially equal to the requirements set forth in this act.

1 7. (New section) Upon submission of a written application on

2 forms provided by it, the board shall issue a temporary registra­

3 tion to a person who has applied for registration under the pro­

4 visions of section 4, of the act hereby supplemented, and who is,

5 in the judgment of the board, eligible to take the examination pro~

6 vided for in section 5 of the act hereby supplemented. Such tem­

7 porary registration shall be available to an applicant only with

8 respect to his first application for registration under section 4 and

9 such registration shall expire when the board makes a final

10 determination with respect to said application.
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1 8. (New section) (a) An applicant whose application is based on

2 a diploma issued to him by a foreign physical therapy school shall

3 furnish documentary evidence satisfactory to the board, that he

4 has completed in a physical therapy school or schools a resident

5 course of professional instruction equivalent to that required in

6 section 4 of the act hereby supplemented for a physical therapy

7 applicant.

8 (b) Applicants under this section shall satisfactorily complete a

9 period of service not to exceed 1 year under the continuous direc-

10 tion and immediate supervision of a physical therapist registered

11 by the board in a physical therapy service and in an institution

12 both of which have been approved by the board for providing such

13 a period of service. The board may waive all or any portion of the

14 required peTiod of service based on guidelines developed by the

15 board.

16 (c) Before a registration may be issued, the applicant must not

17 only meet the requifements of subdivisions (a) and (b) but must

18 pass the written examination as provided under section 5 prior to

19 commencing the period of service, and may be required to pass an

20 oral examination at the completion of the period of service if such

21 period of service has not been completed to the satisfaction of the

22 supervising registered physical therapist. The requirements to

23 pass the written examination shall not apply to an applicant who

24 at the time of his application has passed, to the satisfaction of the

25 board, an examination for licensing or registration in another state,

26 district or territory of the United States that is, in the opinion of

27 the board, comparable to the examination given in this State.

28 (d) Nothing contained in this seetioJl shall prohibit the board

29 from disapproving any foreign physical therap37 school nor from

30 denying the applicant if, in the opinion of the board, the instruction

31 received by the applicant or the courses were not equivalent to

32 that required in this chapter for a physical therapist applicant.

1 9. Section 6 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.5) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 6. Each initial application under this act shall be accompanied

4 by a fee of [$25.00] $50.00. Registrations under this act shall

5 expire biennially on January 31 [of each calendar year] and shall

6 be renewed upon application and paymellt of a fee of [$10.00]

7 $20.00 if said fee is not paid by that date, the registration shall

8 automatically expire. A registration which has th'us expired may

9 within 5 years of its expiration date, be renewed on the payment

10 to the board of the sttm of $10.00 for each year or part thereof
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10. Section 8 of B. L. 19GR, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.7) is amended to

8. The board, after due notice and hearing, may refuse to

register any applicant, or may refuse to renew the registration

of any registered person, 01' may suspend or revoke the registration

of any registered person:

(a) Who pradiced physical therapy other than upon the *[re­

fen'alr '~direction* of a physician licensed to pmctice medicine

and surgC1"y in this State or in the case of pt'actice as a physical

therapist assistant has pmct'iced other than under the direction of

a t'egistered physical thempist;

[(a)] (b) Who is habitually drunk or who is addicted to the use

read as follows:

12

11 during which the registration was ineffective and the restoration

12 fee of $10.00. After said 5-year period such registration may be

13 renewed only by complying with the provisions herein relating to

14 the ,issuance of an 01"iginal 1·egistration.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

[(b)] (c) Who has been convicted of violating any State or

:B"ederal narcotic law;

[(i)] (j) "Vho has violated the provisions of this act or the rules

or regulations adopted hereunder.

11. Section 9 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (C. 45 :9-37.8) is amended to

read as follows:

[(c)] (d) Who the board shall find to be guilty of immoral or

unprofessional conduct;

[(d)] (e) Who has been convicted of any crime involving moral

turpitude;

[ (e)] (f) Who the board shall find to be guilty of gross negli­

gence as a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant, or

whose conduct as a registered physical theiltpist or physical them­

pist assistant is detrimental to the best interests of the public;

except that said person shall have the right of appeal on all matters

of law and fact to the appropriate courts of this State;

[(f)] (g) Who has obtained or attempted to obtain r,egistration

by fraud or material misrepresentation;

[(g)] (h) "Vho has been declared insane by a court of competent

jurisdiction and who has not thereafter been lawfully declared sane;

[(h)] (i) Who has treated or undertaken to treat ailments of

human beings otherwise than by physical therapy and as autho­

rized by this act[, or who has undertaken to practice independently

of the prescription or oral direction of a duly licensed physician];

13 of narcotic drugs;

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2'6

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34 or

35

36

1

2
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3 9. The board shall keep a record of its proceedings under this

4 act and a register of all persons registered under it. The register

5 shall show the name of every living person registered under this

6 act, his last kno'Nll place of practice and last known place of resi­

7 dence, and the date and number of his registration. The bo·ard

8 shall compile annually a list of registered physical therapists and

9 registered physical therapist assistants authorized to practice

10 physical therapy in the State and shall make such list available,

11 upon request, to the superintendent of every hospital and to every

12 person authorized to practice medicine, surgery, chiropractic,

13 osteopathy and physical therapy in this State.

1 12. Section 10 of P. L. 1963, c. 169 (0. 45 :9-37.9) is amended to

2 read as follows:

3 10. (a) There is hereby created in the Division of [Professional

4 Boards] Consumer AfJai1·s of the Department of Law and Public

5 Safety, under the State Board of Medical Examiners, a physical

6 therapy advisory &mmitlee. rPbe committee shall consist of five

7 members, [three] four of whom shall beL except for the initial

8 members of the committee,] registered physical therapish, of this

9 State having at least 5 years experience in the practice of physical

10 therapy in the State of New Jersey immediately prior to appoint­

11 ment. The members of the committee shall be appointed hy the

12 Governor. [The initial appointments to the committee shall be

13 one member for a term of 1 year; one member for a term of 2 years;

14 and one member for a term of 3 years.] Members shall [thereafter]

15 be appointed for terms of 3 years. Each member shall hold office

16 after the expiration of his term until his successor shall be duly

17 appointed and qualified. [A vacancy shall exist in the term of any

18 of the three registered physical therapist members who ceases to

19 be actively engaged in the practice of physical therapy in the State

20 of New J~rsey.] A vacancy in the office of any member [shall be

21 filled in the same manner as original appointments and] shall he

22 filled for the unexpired term only.

23 [The three physical therapists initially appointed to the office

24 of member of the advisory committee need not be registered

25 physical therapists at the time of appointment but shall satisfy

26 the qualifications set forth in section 4 of this act and shall have

27 at least 5 years experience in the practic~ of physioal therapy in

28 the State of New Jersey immediately prior to the appointment.]

29 (b) The advisory committee shall meet at least twice a year

30 and shall also meet upon the call of the board or of the Attorney

31 General. The advisory committee shall carry out the responsibili-
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32 ties assigned to it under this act and such matters as the board may

33 require. The Attorney General shall provide the advisory com­

34 mittee with such facilities and personnel as shall be required for the

35 proper conduct of its business.

36 The board, wit4 the approval of the Attorney General, may,
37 authorize reimbursement of the members of the advisory committee

38 for their actual expenses incurred in connection with the perform­

39 ance of their duties as members of the committee.

40 (c) There is hereby appropriated to the Department of Law

41 and Public Safety, for the purposes of administering this act, all

42 fees and revenues received by the board from the effective date

43 of this act until June 30, 1964. The expenditure of soUch appropria-

'44 tion shall be authorized by the Attorney General with the approval

45 of the Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting.

1 *13. Any person who is reg'ister'eel (~s a physical therapist in thi:;

2 State ttpon the ejj'eeti-ve elate of this act shall be entitled to continue

3 to practice physical therctpy tmder his cunent registration untit

4 the expir·ation thcr'eof and to hat'e his r'egistration renewed as

5 here'in provided n:ithout 'making a ·ncw application for an o·riginal

6 registration and without exm-nination.*

1 *[13.]* *14.':" Thi~ act shall take effect immediately but shall

2 remain inoperative until tho first day of the third calendar month

3 following appl'oval except that any appointment provided for

4 herein and any action necessary to effectuate this act may be made

5 and talwn prior thereto.
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