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-------
ASSEMBLY, No. 1650 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
---- ........__._-

INTRODUCED MAY 2, 1974
 

By Assemblymen PEHSKIE and 'WOHTHINGTON
 

Heferred to Committee on .Tudiciary, Law, Public Safety and Defense
 

AN ACT concerning jail time in default of payment of fines and 

amending sections 2A :8-30, 2A :166-16 and 2A :169-5 of the New 

Jersey Statutes and R. S. 39 :5-36. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and G-eneral Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jet'sey: 

1 1. N. J. S. 2A :8-30 is amended to read as follows: 

2 2A :8-30. Any magistrate of a municipai court by whom judg-

3 ment or sentence of imprisonment shall be given may issue his 

4 warrani under his hand and seal to any peace officer or other 

5 person authorized by law, commanding him to take and convey the· 

6 defendant to the county jailor workhouse, there to remain until 

7 the term of imprisonment shall have expired, }md from thence 

8 until the COSits of the prosecution be paid. In case the judgment 

9 is for the payment of a penalty or a fine, then such magistrate may 

10 either order the defendant to be committed to the county jailor 

11 workhouse for a period not exceeding 1 day for each [$5.00] 

12 $:JO.oo of the penalty or fine and costs not paid, unless the period 

13 of imprisonment shall otherwise be expressly provided by law, or 

14 issue an execution to any officer or person as aforesaid, command

15 ing him to levy and make such penalty or fine and costs of the goods 

16 and chattels of the defendant and, for want of goods and chattels, 

17 to take and convey such defendant to the county jailor workhouse, 

18 there to remain for a period not exceeding 1 day for each [$5.00] 

19 $:JO.OO of the penalty or fine and costs not paid, unless the period 

20 of imprisonment shall be otherwise expressly provided by law. 

1 2. N. J. S. 2A :166-16 is amended to read as follows: 

2 2A:166-16. Whenever it shall appear that a person is confined 

3 in a State penal or correctional institution by reason of default. 

4 in the payment of fines and costs of prosecution and wherein the 
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5 committing court, as part of the sentence of impris.onment, ordered 

6 that the prisoner stand committed until such fine and costs are 

7 paid, such prisoner shall be given credit against the amount of such 

8 fines and costs at the rate of [$5.00] $20.00 for each day of con

9 finement. 'When the prisollPr shall have been confined for a 

10 sufficient number of days to establish credits equal to the total 

11 aggregate amount of such fines and costs, and is not held by reason 

12 of any other sentence or commitment, he shall be discharged from 

13 imprisonment by the chief executive officer of the State penal or 

14 correctional institution wherein he is so confined. 

1 3. N..r. S. 2A :169-5 is amended to read as follows:
 

2 2A :169-5. Any person adjudged a disorderly person who de

3 faults in the payment of a fine duly imposed upon him may be
 

4 committed by the court to the county workhouse, penitentiary or
 

5 jail until the fine has been paid. The person so committed shall be
 

6 credited with [$5.00] $20.00 of fine paid for each day he serves in
 

7 such cus\tody.
 

1 4. R. S. 39 :5-36 is amended to read as follows:
 

2 39 :5-36. Unless otherwise expressly provided m this subtitle,
 

3 any person whG- shall be convicted of a violation of any of the pro


4 visions of this subtitle, and upon whom a fine shall be imposed,
 

5 shall, in default of payment thereof, be imprisoned in the county
 

6 jailor workhouse of the county where the offense was committed,
 

7 but in no case shall such imprisonment exceed 1 day for each
 

8 [$5.00] $20.00 of the fine so imposed, nor shall such imprisonment
 

9 exeeed, in any case, aperiod of 3 months.
 

10 Whenever a person is imprisoned by reason of default in the 

11 pa:.vment of a fine or fines and costs imposed and assessed upon 

12 conviction of any violation of this subtitle wherein the committing 

13 court, as a part of the sentence, ordered that such person stand 

14 committed to the county jail or workhouse until such fine and 

15 costs aTe paid, he shall be given credit ag'ainst the amount of such 

16 fines and costs at the rate of [$5.00] $20.00 for each day of such 

17 confinement. When such person shall have been confined for a 

18 sufficient number of days to establish credits equal to the aggre

19 gate amount of such fines and costs, and is not held by reason of 

20 any other sentence or commitment, he shall be discharged from 

21 such imprisonment by the officer in charge of the county jailor 

22 workhouse. 

1 5. This ·act shall take effect immediately. 
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STATEMENT 

Under our present laws, persons who default in the payment of 

fines, penalties or costs of prosecutions may be committed by a 

court to a county jail, workhouse or State penal or correctional 

institution, and are given credit against such defaulted payments 

at a rate of $5.00 for each day of confinement until such fines, 

penalties or costs are repaid. This bill would increase the amount 

credited against such defaulted payment to $20.00 per day, which 

more realistically reflects today's higher wage rates, increased 

costs of keeping persons in confinement, and other inflationary 

trends. 
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