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SENATE, No. 1088

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

INTRODUOED APRIL 16, 1974

By Senators HORN and McDONOUGH

Referred to Oommittee on Transportation and Oommunications

AN ACT concerning commercial motor vehicle sizes and weights

and amending P. L. 1950, c. 142 *and R. S. 39:3-20*.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of ihe State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. Section 5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142 (0. 39 :3-84.3) IS amended to

2 read as follows:

3 5. Any State Police officer or motor vehicle inspector having

4 reason to believe that the size or weight of a vehicle and load is

5 unlawful is authorized to require the driver to stop and submit to

6 a measurement or weighing of the same by means of either portable

7 or stationary scales and may require that such vehicle be driven

8 to the nearest public scales in the event such scales are within

9 2 miles.

10 'Whenever an officer or inspector upon measurmg or weighing

11 a vehicle and load, as above provided, determines that the size or

12 weight is unlawful, such officer shall require the driver to stop the

13 vehicle in a suitable place and remain standing until such portion

14 of the load is removed as may be necessary to reduce the size or

15 gross weight of such vehicle to such limit as permitted under this

16 act, or permitted by the certificate of registration for the vehicle,

17 ,whichever may be lower. All material so unloaded shall be cared

18 for by the owner or operator of such vehicle at the risk of such

19 owner or operator.

20 No vehicle shall be deemed to be in violation of the overweight

21 provision of this act when, upon examination by an officer or in

22 spector, the vehicle's dispatch papers show it is proceeding from

23 its last preceding freight pickup point within the State of New

24 Jersey by a reasonably expeditious route to the nearest available

25 Beales or to the first available scales in the general direction towards

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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26 which the vehicle has been dispatched, or is returning from such

27 scales after weighing-in to the last preceding pickup point.

28 ·When an officer or inspector determines that a vehicle is in viola

29 tion of the axle weight limitations of this act but is within the

30 legal gross maximum weight, the driver shall he permitted before

31 proceeding to redistribute the weight of the vehicle's contents so

32 that no axle is overweight, in which event there is no violation.

32A *When an officer or inspector determines that a vehicle or vehicle

32B and load is in violation of the height, width or length restrictions

320 of R. S. 39 :3-84, the driver of such vehicle shall be permitted before

32D proceeding to adjust the vehicle or load so that the vehicle or ve

32E hicle and load is within such height, weight or length restrictions,

32F in which event there is no violation.*

33 No arrest shall be made in cases where weight limitations pro

34 vided in this section are not exceeded by more than 5%[, except

35 that arrests may be made where the gross weight of any vehicle

36 or combination of vehicles, including load, exce<eds the Federal

37 maximum of 73,280 pounds, or as such may be amended from time

38 to time]*, except that arrests may be made where the gross weight

38A of any vehicle or combination of vehicles, including load, exceeds

38B the Federal maximum of 80,000 pounds, or as such may be amended

380 from time to time*. *[The maximum gross weight limitation of

39 an,y vehicle or combination of vehicles is as follows:)

40 a. In the case of a tractor with two trwilers or a tractor with

41 two semitrailers or a tractor w'ith one trailer and one semitrailer

42 that produced by application of the following formula:

43 TV =500 (LN + 12N + 36)

N-l

44 where }V=overall gross weight on any group of two or more

45 consecutive axles, L=distance in feet between the extreme of any

46 group of two or more consecutive axles, and N=number of axles

47 in the group under consideration;

48 b. In the case of a tractor with one trailer or a tractor with one

49 semitrailer 76,000 pounds.]*

50 Any person who prepares, presents to an officer or has in his

51 poss,ession false dispatch papers, that is to say, dispatch papers

52 which do not correspond to the cargo carried, shall be subject to a

53 fme not exceeding $100.00.

54 Any driver of a vehicle who fails or refuses to stop and submit

55 the vehicle anclload to a measurement or weighing, or who fails

56 or refuses when directed by an officer upon a measurement or

...
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57 weighing of the vehicle to stop the vehicle and otherwise comply

58 with the provisions of this section, shall he suhject to a fine not

59 exceeding $100.00.

60 The owner, lessee and hailee of any commercial motor vehicle,

61 tractor, trailer or semitrailer found on a highway in violation of

62 the dimensional restrictions of R. S. 39 :3-84 shall he fined not less

63 than [$200.00] *[$50.00]* *$150.00* nor more than $500.00. The

64 owner, lessee and hailee of any commercial motor vehicle, tractor,

65 trailer or semitrailer found on a highway with a gross weight of

66 vehicle and load in excess of the weight limitation permitted hy the

67 certificate of registration for the vehicle or in excess of the gross

68 weight limitations imposed hy this Title for vehicle and load or an

69 axle weight in excess of the axle weight limitations imposed hy this

70 Title, shall he fined an amount equal to $0.02 per pound for each

71 pound of excess weight if the excess does not exceed 10,000 pounds,

72 and $0.03 per pound for each pound of excess weight if the excess

73 weight exceeds 10,000 pounds, hut in no event less than $50.00.

74 The owner, lessee and hailee of a truck, road tractor or truck

75 tractor registered under this act and found on a highway in com

76 hination with a trailer or semitrailer duly registered in any other

77 state or Federal district which imposes registration weight fees

78 on such trailers or semitrailers and in violation of the weight

79 limitations of R. S. 39 :3-20 shall he fined an amount equal to $0.02

80 for each pound hy which one-half of the comhined gross weight of

81 all vehicles in the comhination, including load, shall exceed the

82 gross weight registration of the drawing vehicle registered under

83 this act, if the excess is not greater than 10,000 pounds, and $0.03

84 for each pound of the excess if it is greater than 10,000 pounds,

85 hut in no event less than $50.00. vVhenever it is found that there

86 is a weight in excess of any two or more of said weight limitations,

87 the fine shall he levied only for the violation involving the greater

88 or greatest excess weight.

89 *[In addition to the other requirements of this section and not

90 withstand'ing any other prov'ision of this Title, no commercial

91 motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer shall be operated on

92 any high1vay in this State with a combined weight of vehicle and

93 load, an axle weight or a vehicle d'imension the allo11.'ance of which

94 would disqualify the State of New Jersey or any department,

95 agency or governmental subdivision thereof for the pttrpose of

96 receiving Federal highway funds.]*

1 *2. R. S. 39 :'3-20 is amended to read as follows:

2 39 :3-20. An applicant for registration for truckS, road tractors
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3 and truck tractors shall pay to the director a fee based on the gross

4 weight of the vehicle and load including the gross weight of all

5 vehicles and load of any combination of vehicles of which the truck,

6 road tractor or truck tractor is the drawing vehicle in such com

7 bination of vehicles. The plates to be used for commercial motor

8 vehicles shall display the word" commercial," and the nttmerals

9 shctll be prefixed by the letter ({X" or ({ Z." Trailer plates shall

10 have the letter ({ T." The fee for trucks, road tractors and truck

11 tractors shall be paid in accordance with the following:

12 When the gross weight of vehicle and load, inclttding the gross

13 weight of all vehicles and load of any combination of vehicles of

14 u;hich the tr'uck, road tractor or truck tmctor is the drawing vehicle

15 in such c01nbination of vehicles, is 5,000 pounds or less, the mini

16 mum registration fee shall be $40.00 and where greater than 5,000

17 pounds, the registration fee shall be $40.00 for the first 5,000 pounds

18 and $7.30 for each additional 1,000 pounds or portion thereof [up

19 to a maximum of 72,000 pounds].

20 An applicant for registration for trailers and semitrailers shall

2,1 pay to the director a fee of $15.00 for each such vehicle.

22 In addition to the registrations authorized to be issued pursuant

23 to the aforesaid provisions of this section, the director shall issue

24 registrations for automobile commercial vehicles, trailers, semi

25 trailers, and tractors providing for the gross weight of vehicle

26 and load over 40,000 pounds but not exceeding 70,000 pounds, upon

27 application therefor and proof to the satisfaction of the director

28 that the applicant is actually engaged in construction work or in the

29 business of supplying material, transporting material, or using

30 such registered vehicle for constntction work. The license plate so

31 issued shall be marked" constructor" and shall be placed upon the

32 vehicle or vehicles registered under this section. In no event shall

33 a vehicle or combination of vehicles, operating as a unit, registered

34 under this section and using {( constructor" registration plates ex

35 ceed a maximtt1n gross weight, inclusive of load, of 70,000 pounds.

36 In addition to the registrations authorized to be issued pursuant

37 to the aforesaid provisions of this section, the director shall issue

38 registrations for tandem three-axle vehicles having a weight and

39 load not exceeding 60,000 pounds, upon application to the director

40 and proof to his satisfaction that the applicant is actually engaged

41 in the performance of solid waste disposal or collection fttnctions

42 and holds a certificate of conveni,ence and necessity therefor isstted

43 by the Board of Public Utility Commissioners.
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44 The applicants for" constructor" registration plates and regis

45 tration plates for vehicles performing solid waste disposal or

46 collection functions authorized herein shall pay therefor on each

47 vehicle at the rate of $16.00 per thousand pounds of gross weight

48 of vehicle and load.

49 V chicles registered and using" constntctor" t'egistration plates

50 may not be operated at a distance grea,ter than 30 miles from the

51 point established as a headquarters for the particular construction

52 operation and such vehicles, except as hereafter provided, must

53 comply with the speed li11'1,itations of Title 39 of the Revised Stat

54 utes. Such vehicles when carr!{ing a gross weight of vehicle and

55 load less than 50% of the certificate of registration shall comply

56 with applicable speed laws and shall not move along a highway at

57 a speed greater than 40 miles per hour. When carrying a gross

58 weight of vehicle and load in excess of 50% of the certificate of

59 registration, such vehicle shall comply with applicable speed laws

60 and shall not move along a highway at a speed greater than 30

61 miles per hour.

62 Vehicles performing solid waste disposal or collection j?tnctions

63 and registered therefor pursuant to the provisions of this section,

64 may not be operated on any highway which is part of the National

65 System of Interstate and Defense Highways or on any highway

66 which has been designated a freeway or parkway as provided by

67 law, and no such vehicle shall be driven over any bridge in this

68 State or over any interstate bridge owned or maintained in whole

69 01' in part by this State, upon which or immediately ad,jacent

70 thereto there is posted in a conspicuous place a sign stating the

71 gross weight the bridge will carry, if the gross weight of any such

72 vehicle and the load is greater than the gross weight stated on

73 the sign.

74 It shall be unlawful for any vehicle registered under this act

75 having gross weight of load and vehicle including the gross weight

76 of all vehicles and load in any combination of vehicles in excess of

77 the gross weight provided on the registration certificate to be

78 operated on the highways of this State.

79 In the event that a truck, road tractor or truck tractor registered

80 under this act is found on a highway in combination with a trailer

81 or semitrailer duly registered in any other State or Federal district

82 which imposes registration weight fees on such trailers or semi

83 trailers, the drawing vehicle of the combination registered under

84 this act shall have a gross weight registration equal to at least one

85 half of the combined gross weight of all the vehicles and load in the
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86 combination of vehicles. If it does not, the operation of said com

87 bination of vehicles on the highways of this State shall be unlawful.

88 The 5% allowance provided by section 5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142

89 (C. 39 :3-84.3) shall be applicable as heretofore to all registered

90 weight limitations provided in this section, except that in no event

91 shall the gross weight of any vehicle or combination of vehicles,

92 including load, exceed the fi'ederal maximum of [73,280] 80,000

93 pounds or as SItch may be amended from time to time. In the case

94 of a truck, road tractor or truck tractor registered under this act

95 in combination with a trailer or semitrailer duly registered in any

96 other State or Federal district which imposes registration weight

97 fees on such trailers or semitrailers, known as a· mixed combina

98 tion, the 5% allowance shall be applied by addir/,g to the registered

99 weight of the drawing vehicle registered u.nder this act 5% of said

100 registered weight. If the resulting sum is equal at least to one-half

101 of the combined gross weight of the mixed combination, then the

102 mixed combination shall be in compliance with the registration

103 requirements of this section.

104 Moneys realized from the increase of the fees for registrations

105 issued pursuant to the pr'ovisions of this act shall be paid into the

106 State treasu,ry and credited to the General State F7/,nd and avail

107 able for general State purposes.

108 This section shall not be construed to sItpersede or repeal the

109 provisions of either section 39 :13'-84 or 39 :4-75 of this Title.·

1 *[2.]· *3.* This act shall take effect immediately.



SENATE, No. 1088
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED APRIL 16, 1974

By Senators HORN and McDONOUGH

Referred to Committee on Transportation and Communications

AN ACT concerning commercial motor vehicle sizes and weights.

and amending P. L. 1950, c. 142.

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State

2 of New Jersey:

1 1. Section 5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142 (C. 39 :3-84.3) is amended to
2 read as follows:

3 5. Any State Police officer or motor vehicle inspector having

4 reason to beLieve that the size or weight of a vehicle and load is

5 unlawful is authorized to require the driver to stop and submit to

6 a measurement or weighing of the same by means of either portable

'7 or stationary scales and may require that such vehicle be driven

8 to the neare1st public scales in the event such scales are within

9 2 miles.

10 Whenever an officer or inspector upon measuring or weighing

11 a vehicle and load, as above provided, de,termines that the size or

12 weight is unlawful, such officer shall require the driver to stop the

13 vehicle in a suitable place and remain standing until such portion

14 of the load is removed as may be necessary to reduce the size or

15 gross weight of such vehicle to such limit as permitted under this

16 act, or permitted by the certificate of registration for the vehicle,

17 whichever may be lower. AU material so unloaded shall he cared

18 for by the owner or operator of such vehicle at the risk of such

19 owner or operator.

20 No vehicle shall be deemed to be in violation of the overweight

21 provision of this act when, upon examination by an officer or in

22 spector, the vehiele's dispatch papers show it is proceeding from

23 its las!t preceding freight pickup point within the State of New

24 Jersey by a reasonably expeditious route to the ne,arest available

25 scales or to the first available scales in the general direction towards

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above biD
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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26 which the vehicle has been dispatched, or is returning from such

27 scales after weighing-in to the last preceding pickup point.

28 When an officer or inspector determines that a vehicle is in viola

29 tion of the axle weight limitations of this aot but is within the

30 legal gross maximum weight, the driver shall be permitted before

31 proceeding to redistribute the weight of the vehiole's contents so

32 that no axle is o'verweight, in which event there is no violation.

33 No arrest shall be made in oases where weight limitations pro

34 vided in this section are not exceeded by more than 5%[, except

35 that arrests may be made where the gross weight of any vehicle

3'6 or combination of vehicles, including load, exceeds the Federal

37 maximum of 73,280 pounds, or as such may be amended from time

38 to time]. The 11wximU/m gross weight limitat·ion of any vehicle or

39 combination of vehicles is as follows:

40 a. In the case of a tractor with two trailers or a tractor with

41 two semitrailers or a tractor u;ith one trailer and one semitraile1'

42 that produced by application of the following formula:

43 W =500 (LN + 12N + 36)

N-l

44 where W=overall g1'OSS weight on any group of two or more

45 consecutive axles, L=distance in feet between the ext'reme of any

46 group of two or more consecutive axles, and N=number of axles

47 in the group under consideration,-

48 b. In the case of a tractor with one trailer or a tractor with one

49 semitrailer 76,000 pounds.

50 Any person who prepares, presents to an officer or has in his

51 possession false dispatch papers, that is to say, dispatch papers

52 which do not correspond to the cargo carried, shall he subject to a

53 fine not exceeding $100.00.

54 Any driver of a vehicle who fails or refuses to stop and submit

53 the vehicle and load to a measurement or weighing, or who fails

56 or refusles when directed by an officer upon a measurement 0'1'

57 weighing of the vehicle to stop the vehicle and otherwis-e comply

58 with the provisions of this section, shall be subject to a fine not

59 exceeding $100.00.

60 The owner, 1'essee and bailee of any commercial motor vehicle,

6] tractor, trailer or semitrailer found on a highway in violation of

62 the dimensional restrictions of R. S. 39 :3--84 shall be fined not less

63 than [$200.00] $50.00 nor more than $500.00. The owner, Lessee

64 and bailee of any commercial motor vehicle, tra0tor, trailer or semi

65 trailer found on a highway with a gross weight of vehicle and load

66 in excess of the weight limitation permitted by the certificate of
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67 registration for the vehicle or in excess of the gross weight limita

68 tions imposed by this Title for vehicle and load or an axle weight

69 in excess of the axle weight limitations imposed by this Title,

70 shall be fined an amolmt equal to $0.02 per pound for each pound

71 of excess weight if the excess does not exceed 10,000 pounds, and

72 $0.03 per pound for each pound of excess weight if the exoess weight

73 exceeds 10,000 pounds, but in no event less than $50.00.

74 The owner, lessee and bailee of a truck, road tractor or truck

75 tractor registered under this act and found on a highway in com

76 bination with a trailer or semitrailer duly registered in any other

77 state or Federal district which imposes registration weight fees

78 on such traiLers or semitrailers and in violation of the weight

79 limitations of R. S. 39 :3---20 shall be fined an amount equal to $0.02

80 for each pound by which one-half of the combined gross weight of

81 all vehicles in the combination, including load, shall exceed the

82 gross weight registration of the drawing vehicle registered under

83 this act, if the excess is not greater than 10,000 pounds, and $0.03

84 for each pound of the excess if it is greater than 10,000 pounds,

85 but in no event less than $50.00. Whenever it is found that there

86 is a weight in excess of any two or more of said weight limitations,

87 the fine shall be levied only for the violation involving the greater

88 or greatest excess weight.

89 In addition to the other requirements of this section and not

90 withstanding any other provision of this Title, no commercial

91 motor vehicle, tractor, trailer or semitrailer shall be operated o'i~

92 any highway in this State with a combined weight of vehicle and

93 load, an axle weight or a vehicle dimension the allowance of which

94 would disqualify the State of New Jersey Ot" any department,

95 agency or governmental subdivision thereof for the p'urpose of

96 receiving Federal highway funds.

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

To reduce energy requirements and improve environmental air

quality by permittng morc efficient use of highway transportation

this bill will:

1. Increase the gross weight allowance of a tractor-trailer com

bination by 2,720 pounds from 73,280 pounds to 76,000 pounds.

(5 axles - 544 pounds per axle.)

2. Make applicable the Federally-recommended" B" formula to

determine gross weight allowable for a tractor-two trailer com

bination.

3. Set dimensional violation fines at not less than $50.00 (is now

$200.00) nor more than $500.00.



SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1088
•

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

DATED : FEBRUARY 4, 1975

The maximum gross weight for trucks permitted on the Interstate

Highway System was recently increased by Federal law from 72,000 to

80,000 pounds. Since New Jersey law provides that the gross weight

limits in this State shall conform to' the Federal limits, the 80,000

pound maximum is llOiW applicable in New Jersey. However, the preisent

registration rates provide fees only for weights up to the former 72,000

pound limit. This bill, as amended by the committee, provides for

registration of trucks with gross weights up to the new legal maximum.

The new registration fee would allow the existing formula of $7.30 for

each additional 1,000 pounds.

The bill, as amended, also provides that a driver shall be permitted

to rearrange his load so as not to he ill violation of the height, width

or length limitations of R. S. 39 :::1-84. In certain cases, a vehicle may

be unintentionally oversized due to the shifting and protruding of cargo.

This provision is similar to the existing language which allows the

driver to redistribute the load to avoid violation of the axle weight

limitations.

The bill also reduces the minimum fine for violati'on of weight and

dimension laws from $200.00 to $150.00.

The committee deleted the proposal for gross weight limits for

trucks with tandem trailm's, inasmuch as the ne,\' 80,000 pound maximum

make the formula unneoessary.

The committee also deleted the language providing that no truck

shall operate with a weight or dimension which would disqualify the

State from receiving Federal highway funds, since this exact language

already appears in New .Jersey law under R. S. 39 :3-84.



SENATE, No. 1088

S,TATE OF NEW JERSEY
-----.-----

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 4,1975

Amend page 1, title, after "c. 142", insert "and R. S. 39:3-20.

Amend page 2, section 1, line 32, after" violation. ", insert new para

graph as follows:

"\Vhen an officer 01' im;pector detCl'lllilles that a vdliele or vehicll'

and load is in violation of the height, width or length restrictions of

R. S. 39 :3-84, the driver of such vehicle shall be permitted before pro

ceeding to adjust the vehicle or load so that the vehicle or vehicle and

load is within such height, weight or length restrictions, in which event

there is no violation."

Amend page 2, section 1, line 38, after" time]", insert", except that

arrests may be made where the gross weight of any vehicle or combi

nation of vehicles, including load, exceeds the Federal maximum of

80,000 pounds, or as such may be amended from time to time ".

Amend page 2, section 1, lines 38-49, after" time]. ", delete rest of

line 38 and lines 39 through 49.

Amend page 2, section 1, line 63, omit "$50.00", insert "$150.00".

Amend page 3, section 1, lines 89-96, delete lines 89 through 96.

Amend page 3, section 2, line 1, insert new section 2 as follows:

"2. R. S. 39 :3-20 is amended to read as follows:

39 :3-20. An applicant for registration for trucks, road tractors

and truck tractors shall pay to the director a fee based on the gross

weight of the vehicle and load including the gross weight of all vehicles

and load of any combination of vehicles of which the truck, road tractor

or truck tractor is the dra\\'ing vehicle in such combination of vehicles.

The plates to be used for commercial motor vehicles shall display the

word "commercial," and the numerals shall be prefixed by the letter

"X" or "Z." Trailer plates shall have the letter" T." The fee for

trucks, road tractors and truck tractors shall be paid in accordance with

the following:

ExPLANATION-Malter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.



2

~When the gross weight of yehicle and load, including the gross weight

of all vehicles and load of any combination of vehicles of which the

truck, road tractor or truck tractor is the drawing vehicle in such com

bination of vehicles, is 5,000 pounds or Jess, the minimum registration

fee shall be $40.00 and where greater than 5,000 pounds, the registration

fee shall be $40.00 for the first 5,000 pounds and $7.30 for each additional

1,000 pounds or portion thereof [up to a maximum of 72,000 pounds].

An applicant for registration for trailers and semitrailers shall pay

to the director a fee of $15.00 for each such vehicle.

In addition to the registrations authorized to be issued pursuant to

the aforesaid provisions of this section, the director shall issue regis

trations for automobile commercial vehicles, trailers, semitrailers, and

tractors providing for the gross weight of vehicle and load over 40,000

pounds but not exceeding 70,000 pounds, upon application therefor and

proof to the satisfaction of the director that the applicant is actually

engaged in construction work or in the business of supplying material,

transporting material, or using such registered vehicle for construction

work. The license plate so issued shall be marked "constructor" and

shall be placed upon the vehicle or vehicles registered under this sec

tion. In no event shall a vehicle or combination of vehicles, operating

as a unit, registered under this section and using "constructor" regis

tration plates exceed a maximum gross weight, inclusive of load, of

70,000 pounds.

In addition to the registrations authorized to be issued pursuant

to the aforesaid provisions of this section, the director shall issue reg

istrations for tandem three-axle vehicles having a weight and load not

exceeding 60,000 pounds, upon application to the director and proof

to his satisfaction that the applicant is actually engaged in the per

formance of solid waste disposal or collection functions and holds a

certificate of convenience and necessity therefor issued by the Board

of Public Utility Commissioners.

The applicants for "constructor" registration plates and registra

tion plates for vehicles performing solid waste disposal or collection

functions authorized herein shall pay therefor on each vehic>le at the

rate of $16.00 per thousand pounds of gross weight of vehicle and load.

Vehicles registered and using "constructor" registration plates may

not be operated at a distance greater than 30 miles from the point,
established as a headquarters for the particular construction operation

and such vehides, except as hereafter provided, must comply with the

speed limitations of Title 39 of the Revised Statutes. Such vehicles

when carrying a gross weight of vehicle and load less than 50% of the

certificate of registration shall comply with applicable speed laws and
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shall not move along a llighway at a speeed greater than 40 miles per

hour. When carrying a gross weight of vehiole and load in exoess of

5070 of the certificate of registration, such vehiCile shall comply with

applicable speed laws and shall not move along a highway at a speed

greater than 30 miles per hour.

Vehicles performing solid waste disposal or collection functions and

registered the'refor pursuant to the provisions of this section, may not

be operated on any highway which is part of the National System of

Interstate and Defense Highways or on any highway which has been

designated a fre,eway or parkway as provided by law, and no such

vehicle shall be driven over any bridge in this State or over any inter

state bridge owned or maintained in whole or in part by this State, upon

which or immediately adjacent thereto there is posted in a conspicuous

place a sign stating the gross weight the bridge will carry, if the gross

weight of any such vehicle and the load is greater than the gross weight

stated on the sign.

It shall be unlawful for any vehicle registered under this act having

gross weight of load and vehicle including the gross weight of all ve

hicles and load in any combination of vehicles in excess of the gross

weight provided on the registration certificate to be operated on the

highways of this State.

In the event that a truck, road tractor or truck tractor registered

under this act is found on a highway in combination with a trailer or

semitrailer duly registered in any other State or Federal district which

imposes registration weight fees on such trailers or semitrailers, the

drawing vehicle of the combination registered under this act shall have

a gross weight registration equal to at least one-half of the combined

gross weight of all the vehicles and load in the combination of vehicles.

If it does not, the operation of said combination of vehicles on the

highways of this State shall be unlawful.

The 5% allowance provided by section 5 of P. L. 1950, c. 142

(C. 39 :3--84.3) shall be applicable as heretofore to all registered weight

limitations provided in this section, except that in no event shall the

gross weight of any vehicle or combination of vehicles, inoluding load,

exoeed the Federal maximum of [73,280] 80,000 pounds or as such

may be amended from time to time. In the case of a truck, road tractor

or truck tractor registered under this act in combination with a trailer

or semitrailer duly registered in any other State or Federal district

which imposes registration weight fees on such trailers or semitrailers,

known as a mixed combination, the 5% allowance shall be applied by

adding to the registered weight of the drawing vehicle registered under

this act 5% of said register'ed weight. If the resulting sum is equal at
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least to one-half the combined weight of the mixed combined gross

weight of the mixed combination, then the mixed combination shall be

in. compliance with the registration requirements of this section.

Moneys realize.d from the increase of the fees for registrations~issued

pursuant to the provisions of this act shall be paid into the State trea

sury and credited to the General State Fund and available for gen-eral

State purposes.

This section shall not be construed to supersede or repeal the pro·

visions of either sectiO'n 39 :3-84 or 39 :4-75 of this Title.".

Amena page 3, section 2, line 1, omit "2.", insert "3.".
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ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1088

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
•

DATED: FEBRUARY 27,1975

The maximum gross weight for trucks permitted on the Interstate

Highway System was recently increased by Federal law from 72,000 to

80,000 pounds. Since New Jersey law provides that the gross weight

limits in this State shall conform to the F'ederallimits, the 80,000 pound

maximum is now applicable in New Jersey. However, the present

registration rates provide fees only for weights up to the former 72,000

pound limit. This bill provides for registration of trucks with gross

weig'hts up to the new legal maximum. The new registration fee would

allow the existing formula of $7.30 for each additional 1,000 pounds.

The bill also provides that a driver shall be permitted to rearrange

his load so as not to be in violation of the height, width or length

limitations of R. S. 39 :3-84. In certain cases, a vehicle m.ay be uninten

tionally oversized due to the shifting and protruding of cargo. This

provision is similar to the existing language which allows the driver to

redistribute the load to avoid violation of the axle weight limitations.

The bill also reduces the minimum fine for vio1'ation of weight and

dimension laws from $200.00 to $150.00.
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