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~HAPTER 5?Q LAWS OF N. J. 19 7,­
APPROVED.,j-- cr- Zj-

ASSEMBL Y, No. 2388 
,.
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
-------.-------­

INTRODUCED DECEMBER 17,1974 

By Assemblymen MAcINNES, HERMAN, KEAN, SHELTON 

and HYNE8 

Referred to Committee on State Government 

AN ACT to amend the "Absentee Voting Law (1953)," approved 

tTuly 1, 1953 (P. L. 1953, c. 211). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the Sta,te 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 15 of P. L. 1953, c. 211 (C. 19 :57-15) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 15. Each absentee ballot to be used at any primary election for 

4 the general election to be held while this act is in effect shall, 

5 except as otherwise provided, conform to the ballot to be used at 

6 said election in the absentee voter's election district and to the 

7 form herein prescribed for absentee ballots to be used in such 

8 general elections except that it shall be so ~epared that the 

9 absentee voter may indicate thereon his choice of the candidates 

10 of one political party for each of the officers to be voted upon at 

11 said election by the voters of said election district and shall be 

12 separated into party ballots, which shall all be printed upon one 

13 sheet. [If the county clerk through investigating the voter's voting 

14 record has ascertained that under the laws of this ,State such voter 

15 is qualified to vote only in a certain party primary he shall so 

16 indicate upon the primary ballot the party primary in which such 

17-18 voter is so entitled to vote.] 

19 Each such absentee ballot shall be plainly marked to indicate that 

20 but one party ballot is to be voted by each absentee voter and that 

21 the party ballot voted by him must conform to the name of the 

22 political party indicated ·on the certificate on the flap of the inner 

23 envelope in which the absentee ballot is to be enclosed [and there 

24 shall also be indicated upon said ballot the qualifying statement 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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25 appearing in said certificate and governing' such absentee voter's 

26 choice of the party ballot]. 

1 2. Section 19 of P. L. 1953, c. 211 (C. 19:57-19) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 19. In addition to the foregoing, tho certificate to be used on the 

4 margin of the flap of the inner envelope forwarded with any 

5 absentee ballot intended to be voted in any primary election for the 

6 general eledion shall contain the following s,tatement similarly 

7 signed and sworn to : 

8 [I intend to vote at the next ensuing general election for the 

9 nominees of the political party, 
(name of party) 

10 whose ballot is marked herein, and I am not a member of, or 

11 identified with, any other political party or any political orga­

12 nization espousing the cause of candidates of any other 

13 political party. I have not voted in a primary election of any 

14 other political party in the last two primary elections or 

15 contributed to the campaign funds of any other political party 

16 within one year prior to the primary election at which this 

17 ballot is to be voted. 

(signature of absentee voter)] 

18 THE ABSENTEE BALLOT CONTAINED H:ElREIN IS 

19 MARKED FOR THE CANDIDATES OF THE . 

20 POLITICAL PARTY. (name of party) 

(signature of absentee voter) 

21 PENALTY FOR FRAUDULENT VOTING 

22 Any person. who, knowingly, violates any of the provisions of 

23 this act, or who, not being entitled to vote thereunder, fraudulently 

24 votes or attempts to vote thereunder or enables or attempts to 

25 enable another person, not entitled to vote thereunder, to vote 

26 fraudulently thereunder or who prevents or attempts to prevent 

27 by fraud the voting of any person legally entitled to vote under 

28 this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 

29 thereof shall be subjeot, in addition to such other penalties as are 

30 authorized by law, to disenfranchisement unless and until pardoned 

31 or restored by law to the right of suffrage. 

32 (P. L. 1953, c. 211, s. 37 (C. 19 :57-37)) 

33 (P. L. 1964, c. 134, s. 33 (C. 19 :58---33)) 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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STATEMENT 

The purpose of this bill is to bring the absentee ballot for primary 

elections into conformity with court ordered changes in New Jersey 

election law. Specifically, the existing statute requires certification 

by the absentee voter that he or she has not voted in the primary of 

a different party within the last 2 years. This requirement is 

unconstitutional and should not be invoked with absentee voters. 

This bill will also remove the authority of the county clerk to 

specify in which party primary a voter is eligible to vote. 
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The purpost' of this bill is to remoyc the requirement in the present 

statute that absentee voters certify on the absentee primary ballot that 

they have not yotec1 in the primary of a l1iffercnt party within the last 

2 years. It also relllo\,(~s the authority of the county clerk to specify 

tJJe party primary in which the Yoter is eligible to vote. 
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