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ASSEMBLY, No. 1735 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUCED MAROH 8, 1976 

By Assemblymen DEVERIN, McDERMOTT, BASSANO, MAGUIRE, 

DIFRANCESCO and GREGORIO 

Referred to Committee on State Government, Federal and
 

Interstate Relations
 

AN ACT concerning elections and ameuding R. S. 19 :31-18. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 19 :31-18 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :31-18. On or before the fifteenth day preceding any [primary 

3 election and on or before the fifteenth day preceding any] general 

4 election the commissioner shall certify and transmit to the county 

5 clerk a complete list of all persons who are registered in each 

6 election district in each municipality in the county together with a 

7 statement as to the number of persons registered in each district. 

S On the face of the list of registered voters the commissioner shall 

9 in figures state the total number of names of persons *[reregis­

10 teredT' "registered''''. Such lists shall be arranged substantially in 

lOA the following form: 

Grand Street 

Residence number 
or other designation Narne of voter
 

11 14 Jones, Charles M.
 

12 15 Smith, John M.
 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackel8 [thus] in the above bill 
is not enactcd and is intended to bc omittcd in the law. 
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INTRODUCED MARCH 8,1976
 

By Assemblymen DEVERIN, McDERMOTT, BASSANO, MAGUIRE,
 

DIFRANCESCO and GREGORIO 

Referred to Committee on State Government, Federal and 

Interstate Relations 

AN ACT concerning elections and	 amending R. S. 19 :31-18. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 19 :31-18 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :31-18. On or before the fifteenth day preceding any [primary 

3 election and on or before the fiftt'enth day preceding any] general 

4 election the commissioner shall certify and transmit to the county 

5 clerk a complete list of all persons who are registered in each 

6 election district in each municipality in the county together with a 

7 statement as to the number of perRon;,; registered in each district. 

8 On the face of the list of registered voters the commissioner shall 

9 in figures state the total number of names of persons reregistered. 

10	 Such lists shall he arranged suhstantially in the following' form: 

Grand Street 
Residen0e number 

or other designation Name of voter 

n 14 Jones, Charles M. 

12 15 Smith, John M. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

P. L. 1974, c. 30 provided, among vanous changes which it 

made in the laws on voter registration, that the county clerks 

should print and distribute district li8ts of registrants prior to 

each primary, as well as each general election. These printed 

lists are distributed free to various local officials and political 

EXPLANATION-Matter	 enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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party committees, and are sold at the nominal fee of $0.25 per 

district list to any interested voter. 

Such lists are widely used by candidates and political organiza­

tions in connection with general elections; but the requirement, 

introduced by the 1974 act, that they also be made available for 

primary elections has proved to be a pointless and expensive 

exercise as, indeed, was forecast by county clerks and other persons 

familiar with the practical uses of these lists. 

For example, the county clerk of Union County has reported 

that the lists printed for the primary election of last year for the 

455 districts in that county cost the county $14,500.00. Re0eipts 

from the sale of the lists brought in only $176.50-indicating a 

total of 706 individual lists, or well below two for each district on 

the average. And of these, the county clerk points out, some were 

bought "for commercial use "-a practice subsequently forbidden 

by statute (P. L. 1975, c. 115). The rest were sold for $9.00 as 

scrap paper when the lists had to be recompiled for the general 

election. The net loss to the county was $14,314.50; and the 

llet gain to the political process in the form of better voter informa­

tion was evidently unsubstantial. 

This bill would repeal the requirement for compiling and printing 

voter registry lists for primary elections. The requirement with 

respect to general elections would remain unchanged. 
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