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SENATE, No. 1067

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 3, 1976
By Senator DUGAN
Referred to Committee on Judiciary

AN Acr concerning elections, amending R. S. 19:23-45 and supple-
menting Title 19 of the Revised Statutes.

BE 17 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. S. 19:23-45 is amended to read as follows:

19:23-45. No voter shall be allowed to vote at the primary elec-
tion unless his name appears in the signature copy register.

A voter who votes in a primary eclection of a political party or
who signs and files with the municipal clerk or the [county board
of elections] county commissioner of registration a declaration
that he desires to vote in the primary election of a political party
shall be deemed to be a member of that party until he signs and
files a declaration that he desires to vote in the primary election of
another political party at which time he shall be deemed to be a
member of such other political party. The Secretary of State shall
cause to be prepared political party affiliation declaration forms
and shall provide such forms to the commissioners of registration
of the several counties and to the clerks of the municipalities within
such counties.

No voter, except a newly registered voter at the first primary at
which he is eligible to vote, may vote in a primary election of a
political party unless he was deemed to be a member of that party
on the fiftieth day next preceding such primary election.

A member of the county committee of a political party and a
public official or public employee holding any office or public
employment to which he has been elected or appointed as a member
of a political party shall be deemed a member of such political
party.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus]l in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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Any person voting in the primary ballot box of any political
party in any primary election in contravention of the election law
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and any person who aids or
assists any such person in such violation by means of public
proclamation or order, or by means of any public or private direc-
tion or suggestions, or by means of any help or assistance or
cooperation, shall likewise be guilty of a misdemeanor.

2. (New section) a. The municipal clerks in each of the several
counties, shall cause a notice to be published in each of their
respective municipalities in a newspaper or newspapers circulat-
ing therein. The notice to be so published shall be published once
during each of the 2 calendar weeks next preceding the week in
which the fiftieth day next preceding the primary election of a
political party occurs.

b. The notice required to be published by the preceding para-
graph shall inform the reader thereof that no voter, except a newly
registered voter at the first primary at which he is eligible to vote,
may vote in a primary election of a political party unless he was
deemed to be a member of that party on the fiftieth day next pre-
ceding such primary election. It shall further inform the reader
thereof that a voter who votes in the primary election of a political
party or who signs and files with the municipal clerk or the county
commissioner of registration a declaration that he desires to vote
in the primary election of a political party shall be deemed to be a
member of that party until he signs and files a declaration that he
desires to vote in the primary election of another political party
at which time he shall be deemed to be a member of such other
political party. The notice shall also state the time and location
where a person may obtain political party affiliation declaration
forms.

3. (New section) The cost of the publishing of the notices re-
quired to be published by this act by the municipal clerks shall be
paid by the respective municipalities.

4. (New section) The Secretary of State shall promulgate such
rules and regulations as he deems necessary to implement this act,
including the procedures to be followed in the filing, reporting and
authentication of declarations of political party affiliation pursuant
to R. S. 19:23-45.

5. This act shall take effect immediately.




SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1067

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

with Committee amendments

DATED: FEBRUARY 19, 1976

This bill provides procedures by which political party affiliation
declaration forms are to be prepared and distributed to county commis-
sioners of registration, and further provides for the publication of
notices informing the voters of the requirements for voting in the
primary election of political parties.

The committee amended the bill to provide that county commis-
sioners of registration may receive and file the political party affiliation
declaration forms and makes them responsible for publication of the
notices required by the bill. The committee amendments also make

the counties responsible for the cost of publishing the required notices.
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SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO

SENATE, No. 1067

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

ADOPTED FEBRUARY 19, 1976

Amend page 2, section 2, line 1, omit ‘‘municipal clerks’’, insert
‘‘county commissioner of registration’’.

Amend page 2, section 2, line 2, after ‘‘each”’, insert ‘‘municipality’’.

Amend page 2, section 2, line 3, omit ‘‘municipalities’’, insert
‘‘counties’’.

Amend page 2, section 3, line 2, omit ‘‘municipal clerks’’, insert
“‘county commissioners of registration’’.

Amend page 2, section 3, line 3, omit ‘‘municipalities’’, insert

‘‘counties”’.
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INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 3, 1976
By Senator DUGAN
Referred to Committee on Judiciary

AN Acrt concerning elections, amending R. S. 19:23-45 and supple-
menting Title 19 of the Revised Statutes.

BE 11 ExACcTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. R. S. 19:23-45 is amended to read as follows:

19:23-45. No voter shall be allowed to vote at the primary elec-
tion unless his name appears in the signature copy register.

A voter who votes in a primary election of a political party or
who signs and files with the municipal clerk or the [county board
of elections] county commissioner of registration a declaration
that he desires to vote in the primary election of a political party
shall be deemed to be a member of that party until he signs and
files a declaration that he desires to vote in the primary election of
another political party at which time he shall be deemed to be a
member of such other political party. The Secretary of State shall
cause to be prepared political party affiliation declaration forms
and shall provide such forms to the commissioners of registration
of the several counties and to the clerks of the municipalities within
such counties.

No voter, except a newly registered voter at the first primary at
which he is eligible to vote, may vote in a primary election of a
political party unless he was deemed to be a member of that party
on the fiftieth day next preceding such primary election.

A member of the county committee of a political party and a
public official or public employee holding any office or public
employment to which he has been elected or appointed as a member
of a political party shall be deemed a member of such political

party.

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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Any person voting in the primary ballot box of any political
party in any primary election in contravention of the election law
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and any person who aids or
assists any such person in such violation by means of public
proclamation or order, or by means of any public or private direc-
tion or suggestions, or by means of any help or assistance or
cooperation, shall likewise be guilty of a misdemeanor.

2. (New section) a. The *Imunicipal clerks}* *county com-
missioner of registration® in each of the several counties, shall
cause a notice to be published in cach *municipality™ of their respec-
tive *[municipalities]* *counties® in a newspaper or newspapers
circulating therein. The notice to be so published shall be published
once during each of the 2 ealendar weeks next preceding the week
in which the fiftieth day next preceding the primary election of a
political party occurs.

b. The notice required to be published by the preceding para-
graph shall inform the reader thereof that no voter, except a newly
registered voter at the first primary at which he is eligible to vote,
may vote in a primary election of a political party unless he was
deemed to be a member of that party on the fiftieth day next pre-
ceding such primary election. It shall further inform the reader
thereof that a voter who votes in the primary election of a political
party or who signs and files with the municipal clerk or the county
commissioner of registration a declaration that he desires to vote
in the primary election of a political party shall be deemed to be a
member of that party until he signs and files a declaration that he
desires to vote in the primary election of another political party
at which time he shall be deemed to be a member of such other
political party. The notice shall also state the time and location
where a person may obtain political party affiliation declaration
forms.

3. (New section) The cost of the publishing of the notices re-
quired to be published by this act by the *Imunicipal clerks]}*
*county commissioners of registration™ shall be paid by the respec-
tive *[municipalities}* *counties™.

4. (New section) The Secretary of State shall promulgate such
rules and regulations as he deems necessary to implement this act,

including the procedures to be followed in the filing, reporting and

-authentication of declarations of political party affiliation pursuant

to R. S. 19:23-45.
5. This act shall take effect immediately.
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*1t-shall be held for all political parties in the same places as

* hereinbefore provided for the ensuing general election.

The primary election for the general eleetion shall be conducted
by the district boards in substantially the saime manner as the
general election.

Source: R. S.19:23-40; R. S. 19:23-41; R. S. 19:23-42.

19A:15-18. Voting Regulations. No voter shall be allowed to
vote at the primary election unless his name appears in the signa-
ture copy register.

A voter who is a member of any political organization c¢spousing
the cause of a candidate or candidates of any polilical party shall
be ineligible to vote in the primary of another political party while
such membership is in foree; such person shall be deemed a member -
of the political party whose candidate or candidates such organiza-

tion is espousing.

A voter who votes in a primary election of a political party shall
be deemed to be a member of that party until one suhsequent
annual primary election has elapsed after such party primary vote;
unless, within 8 weeks following the general election, he shall have
filed with the county hoard, a certificate of disafiilintion slating he
is not affiliated with any political party, or stating that he is now
affiliated with another political party. Such certiflicate shall be
exceuted in duplicate, and the oflicer receiving it for filing shall
promptly forward one copy for retention by the municipnl clerk.

A voter who has not voted in the last annual primory clection
of a political party shall not be permitted {o vote in any primary
election of a political parly until he has first signed and filed with
the district board a declaration designating the political party in
whose primary election he desires to vote.

- A member of the county committee of a political party and a

public official holding any office to which he has been clected or
appointed as a mcmbor of a political party shall be deemed a
member of such political party.
Source: R. 8. 19:23-45.

19A :15-19. Determination of Right to Vote. Kach voter offering
to vote shall announce his name and the party primary in which
he wishes to vote. The district board shall thereupon ascertain by
reference to the signature copy register that such voter is entitled
to vote. Said voter shall be allowed to 5o vote, unless the distriet
board shall determine his disqualification to vole in such party
primary.
Source: R. 3, 19:23-46.
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19A:15-16. COMMENTARY

The revision makes uniform the sample ballot procedures for both
general and primary elections.

19A:15-17. COMMENTARY

The revision combines old sections 19:23-40, 19:23-41, and
19:23-42.

5 19A:15-18. COMMENTARY

The revision eliminates the references to paper hallots and removes
the penalty section. In addition, the time which must clapse between
changing of parties has heen reduced from 2 years to 1 year, with the
further provision that if the voter, within 8 weeks following the
gencral election, wishes to disaffiliate or to join another party, he
may do so by exccuting an, appropriate certificate. The prohibition
on contributing to another political party has been climinated. Finally,
the reference to public employces as appointments of a “political party”
has been removed.

19A:15-19. COMMENTARY

The revision eliminates the reference to paper balloting and non-
permanent registration.

19A:15-20. COMMENTARY

This revision standardizes challenge procedures in both primary
and general elections.

{ 19A:15-21. COMMENTARY

This revision standardizes the counting, canvassing and certification
procedures in both primary and general elections.

19A:15-22. COMMENTARY
This is old 19:23-58, unchanged.

19A:16-1. COMMENTARY

The revision substitutes the Election Law Enforcement Commission
for the Secretary of State, and changes the inaccurate references as
to when the primary election is held. Moreover, the revision ties the
date of notification to 90 days prior to the primary election. In addition,

| the references to state chairmen have been changed to include the

‘ State chairmen of any political party.

i

i 23

i _ , o o2

i 771/ 70 /) ZZZC/éL/C7“/ «75%/ 1 ‘ % ‘/ZMWN

|£37 & ) Jeotry Flochear &4 -
/5/75[ ' ﬁ»é/ Jlece s Gt TG

j y 2- Fersl o gl

! gl JIA

|
g
f

(T

oy
p o !

v v
5\“.”

"REINMUSA

}



	CHECKLIST
	INTRODUCED BILL, SENATE, No. 1067
	SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STATEMENT TO SENATE, No. 1067
	SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS TO SENATE, No. 1067
	FINAL TEXT OF BILL, SEANTE, No. 1067
	PAGES IV-V FROM NEW JERSEY ELECTION LAW REVISION COMMISSION, FINAL REPORT AND COMMENTARY, 1975
	PAGE 87, NEW JERSEY ELECTION LAW REVISION COMMISSION, THE NEW JERSEY ELECTION LAW REVISION, V. 1 - PROPOSED TITLE 19A OF NJSA
	PAGE 23, NEW JERSEY ELECTION LAW REVISION COMMISSION, THE NEW JERSEY ELECTION LAW REVISION, V. 2 - FINAL REPORT AND COMMENTARY TO PROPOSED TITLE 19A

