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SENATE No. 624 

• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTlON IN THE 1976 SESSION 

By Senators DODD, RUSSO and BEDELL 

A SUPPLEMENT to the ' ,New Jersey Turnpike Authority Act of 

1948," approved October 27, 1948 (P. L. 1948, c. 454, C. 27 :23-1 

et seq.). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The authority shall, whenever it desires to increase any exist­

2 ing toll or establish any new toll for the use of any turnpike project 

3 and the different parts or sections thereof, hold a public hearing 

4 on such proposed toll at least 45 days prior to the date on which 

5 such toll is propoaed to become effootive. 

1 2. The authority shall cause to be published notice of such hear­

2 ing at least 10 days prior to such hearing in at least 10 newspapers 

3 with "[the largest]" "a" daily circulation in this State. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
ExPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 



ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION AND
 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE No. 624 
with Assembly committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: NOVEMBER 8, 1976 

This bill provides that the New Jersey Turnpike Authority shall hold 

a public hearing on the establishment of any new toll or the increase 

of any existing toll. This hearing shall take place at least 45 days prior 

to the date on which such toll is to become effective. At present, such 

public hearings are not required. 

The committe amended the hill so as to provide that the authority 

shall publish notice of such hearing at least 101 days prior to such 

hearing in at least 10 newspapers with a daily circulation in New Jersey. 

The purpose of the amendment is to insure that proper notification will 

be made available to citizens from the various geographical areas of 

New Jersey who may be affected by a proposed toll increase. 

The Department of Transportation supports this legislation noting 

that it is consistent with governmental efforts to increase community 

involvement. The representative from the New Jersey Turnpike 

Authority opposed it, arguing that the bill was unnecessary and that it 

would give the public a false sense of security. He also argued that 

since the :fixing of tolls requires the approval of the Governor and the 

State Treasurer, the public was adequately protected from unnecessary 

toll increases. 



SENATE TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
 
COMMITTEE
 

ST'ATEMENT TO 

SENATE No. 624 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MAY 13, 1976 

This bill provides that the New Jersey Turnpike Authority shall hold 

a public hearing on the establishment of any new toll o~ the increase of 

any existing toU. This hearing shall take place at least 45 days prior 

to the date on which such toll is to become effe0tive. The authority is 

required to publish l1Jotic,e of such hearings in accordance with the 

provisions of this act. Such public hearings are not at present required. 

The intent of thit; bill, according to tlJe sponsor, is to provide citiz1ens 

with an opportunity to voice their opinions before tolls are increased 

or established. These hearings would allow for public scrutiny of the 

need for a toll increase or the establislJment of a new toll. rphus the 

public could become involved in a process from which it is now presently 

excluded. 

The Department of Transportation supports this legislation. The 

repreBentative from the New Jersey Turnpike Authority opposed it, 

arguing that the bill was unnecessary and that it would give the public 

a false sense of security. He also argued that since the fixing of tolls 

requires the approval of the Governor and the State Treasurer, the 

public was adequately protected from unnece1ssa,ry toll increalses. 
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