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SENATE, No. 3351
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED ,TUNE 27, 1977 

By Senators CAFIERO and MERLINO 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT concerning elections in relation to Sta.te conventions of 

the political parties, and amending R. S. 19 :5-6. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the StaJe 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 19 :5-6 is amended to read as follows: 

2 19 :5-6. There shall be held in eaoh year in which all members 

3 of the General Assembly are to be elected a State convention of 

4 each of the political parties. 

5 Such State convention of each party shall consist of the follow­

6 ing members: 

7 (1) The party ca.ndidates for the following officers: 

8 (a) Members of the Senate or House of Representatives of 

9 the United States from this St.ate, nominated at the party 

10 primaries held for the nomination of candidates for any of 

11 said offices immediately preceding the convention. 

12 (b) State Senator nominated, in each county, at the party 

13 primaries, held for the nomination ofa candidate for said 

14 office, immediately preceding the convcntion, and 

15 (c) Members of the General Assembly, nominated III each 

16 county, at the party primaries immediately preceding the con­

17 vention, if the convention is to be held in a year in which aU 

18 of the members of the General Assembly are to be elected; 

19 or all of the party candidates for said offices, in each county, 

20 who were voted upon and were not elected at the general elec­

21 tion held in the year immediately preceding the convention, if 

22 the convention is to be held in a year other than onc in which 

23 all of the members of the General Assembly are to be elected, 

24 except that any candidates nominated for the filling of vacan­

25 cies, in said offices, at the party primaries held in the year in 

26 which the convention is held, shall replace, to an equal number, 

ExPLANATION-Matter	 enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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27 the candidates so voted upon and 110t elected at the general 

28 election held in the preceding year, who received the least 

2'9 number of votes in said general election; 

30 (2) The candidate of the party for Governor nominated at the 

31 primaries in said year; 

32 (3) Members of the State Senate and of the General Assembly 

33 belonging to the party who are holding office at the time of the 

34 State convention and whose successors are not to be chosen at the 

35 ensuing general election; 

36 (4):Members of the State Committee chosen as herein provided; 

37 (5) Members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

38 United States from this State, belonging to such party, who are 

39 holding office at the time of the holding of the State convention and 

40 whose successors are not to be chosen at the ensuing general 

41 election; 

42 (6)Members of the National Committee from this State; and 

43 (7) The county [chairmen] chairperson and vice chairperson of 

44 the several county committees. 

45 The convention of each party shall be held at the city of Trenton 

46 on the second Thursday after the primary election for the general 

47 election in each year in which all members of the General Assembly 

48 are to be elected. When the day prescribed by lalw faT holding 

49 State conventions of political parties, or any adjournment thereof, 

50 falls on a legal holiday, the convention or adjournment thereof, as 

51 the case may be, shall be held on the day preceding such legal 

52 holiday. The place and the hour at which the convention shall meet 

53 shall be fixed by call of the existing State Committee to be issued 

54 at least 5 days prior to the date of meeting. If no call is issued by 

55 the State Committee, any person qualified to sit in the convention 

56 may issue a call. 

57 The convention of each party shall have power to adopt and 

58 promulgate a party platform for its party, and to transact such 

59 other business as may properly come before it. The oonvention of 

60 each political party, in this Title authorized, upon convening, shall 

61 appoint a committee on resolutions consisting of 5 members. The 

62; convention shall then be open for the reception of all proposed 

63 planks for the party platform, which planks shall be referred to 

64 the committee OIl resolutions, whose duty it shall be to prepare 

65 a tentative party platform and furnish to each member of the con­

66 vention within [1 week] B 1veeks thereafter a copy of the same and 

67 of all other plA-nks submitted to it which hase not been incorporated 

68 in the tentative party platform, together with the names and 



, " 

3 

(19 addresses of the delegates proposing the same. After the introduc­

70 tion of all proposed planks and the reference thereof to the com­

71 mittee on resolutions, the convention shall adjourn to meet again 

72 [2] 4 weeks later at its originally set meeting place. At the ad­

73 journed meeting the respective conventions shall consider and 

74 may adopt the draft of the platform so prepared by the committee 

75 on resolutions with such amendments as shall be suggested and 

76 adopted in the conventions as a whole. The voting on the adoption 

77 of the party platform shall be on the entire platform as reported 

78 by the committee on resolutions, unless there be an objection to 

79 any -separate plank or planks or to any amendment thereto, in 

80 which case the voting on such plank or planks or amendment shall 

81 be by the "ayes" and "nays" of the members of the convention 

82 present and voting. 

83 The provisions of this section shall not predude the holding of 

84 additional State conventions of the political parties at such time8 

85> as the State Committee-s of the parties shall determine. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall be retroactive 

2 to June 23, 1977. 

STATEMEN'T 

This bill would extend from 1 to 3 weeks following the State 

party conventions the time to complete a tentative party platform 

and from 2' to 4 weeks after the conventions for their reconvening 

to act 011 proposed planks. 

The bill would also add the county vice chairpersons as delegates 

to State party conventions. 
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69 addresses of the deleg-ates proposing- the same. After the introduc­

70 tion of all proposed planks and the reference thereof to the com­

71 mittee on resolutions, the convention sball adjourn to meet again 

72 [2] 4 weeks later at its originally set meeting place. At the ad­

73 journed meeting- the respective conventions sball consider and 

74 may adopt the draft of the platform so prepared by the committee 

75 on resolutions with such amendments as shall be suggested and 

76 adopted in the conventions as a whole. The voting on the adoption 

77 of the party platform shall be on the entire platform as reported 

78 by the committee on resolutions, unless there be an objection to 

79 any separate plank or planks or to any amendment thereto, in 

80 which case the voting on such plank or planks or amendment shall 

81 be by the "ayes" and "nays" of the members of the convention 

82 present and voting. 

83 The provisions of this section shall not preclude the holding of 

84 additional State conventions of the political parties at such times 

85 as the State Committees of the parties shall determine. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall be retroactive 

2 to June 2.'3, 1977. 

STATEMENT 

This bill would extend from 1 to 3 weeks following the State 

party conventions the time to complete a tentative party platform 

and from 2' to 4 weeks after the conventions for their reconvening 

to act on proposed planks. 

The bill would also add the county vice chairpersons as delegates 

to State party conventions. 
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