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[OFFICIAL COPY REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 1422 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED APRIL 26, 1976 

By Senators MARESSA and VREELAND 

Referred to Committee on Law, Public Safety and Defense 

AN ACT providing for the periodic reexamination of licensed drivers 

of motor vehicles and supplementing chapter 3 of Title 39 of 

the Revised Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The division shall require every licensed driver to take and 

2 successfully pass an examination of his vision "[and knowledge of 

3 proper driving practices and current traffic regulations]" at least 

4 once every 10 years as a condition for the renewal of his driver's 

5 license and of any endorsement thereon. 

6 The vision "[portion of the]" examination may be certified by the 

7 division or by any licensed optometrist or opthalmologist. If the 

8 examination shows a need for corrective eyeglasses or any other 

9 correotive action, the renewal of the applicant's license shall be 

10 conditioned upon his compliance with such need. The division may 

11 require a road test of any applicant to determine the adequacy of, 

12 or the applicant's adaptation to the required corrective action. 

13 "[The knowledge portion of the examination shall be an open

14 book home study test printed in the English language. Along with 

15. the driver's license renewal application, the division shall mail to 

16 each applicant required to be reexamined pursuant to this section, 

17 a copy of the home study test, a booklet or other writing contain

18 ing all information necessary to provide the answer to each ques

19 tion appearing in the test, and a notice advising the applicant that 

20 if he has difficulty with the English language, he may take the test 

21 at anyone of the division's driver qualification centers in one of 

22 the other languages in which examinations are presently conducted 

23 by the division.]" 

1 2. To implement the reexamination program provided for by 

2 this act and to establish it on a current basis, the division shall 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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3 reexamine approximately 10% of all of the State's licensed drivers 

4 in each year during the first 10 years following the date this act 

5 becomes operative. Once reexamined during said 10-year period, 

6 no licensed driver shall be again reexamined pursuant to the pro

7 visions of this act sooner than 10 years thereafter. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately but shall remain lll

2 operative for 180 days and until the first day of the month next 

3 occurring thereafter. 
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3 reexamine approximately 10% of all of the State's licensed drivers 

4 in each year during the first 10 years following the date this act 

5 becomes operative. Once reexamined during said 10-year period, 

6 no licensed driver shall be again reexamined pursuant to the pro

7 visions of this act sooner than 10 years thereafter. 

1 3. This act shall take effect immediately but shall remain in
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STATE,MEN'T 

This bill requires the reexamination of licensed motor vehicle 

drivers every 10 yoars in accordance with the recommendation of 

the Motor Vehicle Study Commission appearing on pages 97 and 

98 of its September, 1975 Report. 



REFERENCE USE ONLY 

ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION AND
 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1422 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: OCTOBER 7, 1976 

This bill would require vision examinations of licensed motor vehicle 

drivers every 10 years. The Federal guidelines recommend that such 

examinations be required every 4 years. 

The vision requirement retained in the bill is based on a reCOffi

menda,tion of the Motor Vehicle Study Commission in its Report of 

September, 1975. 



SENATE LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1422_._---
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

• 

DATED: MAY 24, 1976 

This bill would require vision examinations of licensed motor vehicle 

drivers every 10 years. The bill as originally written would have also 

required a knowledge test every 10 years but the committee amended 

the bill to eliminate this provision. 

The vision requirement retained in the bill as amended is based on 

a recommendation of the Motor Vehicle Study Commission in its Report 

of September, 1975. 
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FRO~~ TIE OFFICE Of TEE: GfJVE?..::rO:l 

FO~ ll-l?1EDU.TE RELEASE: 

FEB::I.T.:AP.Y 24, 1977 EO R.~iSc..l 

A secies of bills t.:hich will havO:! a m.J.Jor ic?acl: en th~ State's 

more than 4.5 million cctorists wa~ sign~ into la~ today by Governor 

Brendall Byrne. 

The new la...'3 revise the Driver Manual, require liC2tl.sed drivers to 

ta!~ eye teats every ten years, allow for th~ erasi.u.g of points foy: vialation

free driving and establish a single standard for the drL~ing and driving 

..
offense. 

"These l~ws will update the State's motor v~hicle regulations and will 

provide a basis for improving safety on our highways," said Bycne. 

The bills were based on recommendations made to tIle GO'J2rTIOr and 

Legislature by the Motor Vehicle Study Co~ission headed by Barry H. Evenchick, 

a Newark lawyer.' The seventeen member cQ~ission held numerous working 

sessions and three public hearings before issuJ.ng a report in Sept2aber, 1975 

with recommendations designed. to deal with the problems of higw.Jay safety ~nd 

il:JprO-l'ed effectiveness of the Division of Nator Vehicles. 

Tne bills, (5-1416, ?-1417, 5-1419, S-1420~ 5-1422, S-1423),all 

sponsored by Senator Ja3~ph A. Maress2, D-Caruden, provide that: 

- All driver license applicants with no prior driving experience will, after 

~uccessful1y cor:rpleting the written and rO<.ld test, be issued a. pr::Jb:?tlonary
l 

li.cense for th:: first t'-"'o y",ars. Th2 lice.1l5e doc..:;:,~nt \.Jill lODk tOE' SdIJ~ 

as all other Ne~ Jersey licen~es, but iuring the tvo year prc~~tLc~3ry p~ricd 

t~~ C~~ driver's ace.idea: and violatIon recocds ~ilL be CdC2fl_~lly 

t 
l 
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conitored and reoedlal actio~, ~her: in~icated, will be instituted before
 
\ 

illega.l or dan,berous drivi~.g h2bi.ts bccoo~ in{;raLne.d. The 2.l?,e for a ~rlvtng 

pe~it vIII b~ lo~ered to 16 foe use in drlver educat~o~ courses. At age 

16 1/2. t:1e nel.l driver Day use the pect1it far practice dr bring bettJ~en sun=ise 

and sunset when acconpanied by a licensed driver with at least three years 

exp~rience. At age 17. a penait holder D:.lY drive anytii:l~ when accoopal1.i::d 

by a licensed driver. A pernit holdec may take the test for the initial 

probationary license at age 17. 

- A new Driver Manual. will be issued which "Will have. as it~; primary objectives, 

information designed to raise the level of saf.e driving knm11edge amoag license 

applicants. The new manual will be inproved as to "readability," and will be 

a sucmary of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle La~5 as well as a practical guide 
. -:-1,_ 

for safe and efficient driving practices. 

Drivers will be required to submit to .a vision test every teo years to see 

ii corrective glasses are needed or currently used eyeglasse,s are adequate. 

A medical/vision advisory panel vIII de\lis,~ better licensing standards in this 

area and assist the DIvision in adjudicating cases concerning drivers vho suffer 

froD identified medical or visio~ prohleills. The panel will consist of m2dical 

doctors and licensing offici~ls ~ho will review existing policies and procedures 

2nd tIL:l1-"-e recoITJJ:l=<!ations for changes or improvements, if indicated. In zddition 

to those with vision probleos, the State ~aintains certain standards for handi

capped persons and for those ~ith 2 hLstO~Y of serious medical problems. 

- A single standard for the drinklnb and driving offeGs2 will be esta~lish~d which 

' 1 ' 1 ' . h\" db' h1c'..ers t.Ch 1eve1 a f bl_aae.. a carlO at "",,"I.C a pE!rson ~s presume to e unaer t e 

influence. Tne present 1""/e1 of .151.: ',.:511 be tightened to .10f~. Under th2 revised 

laT~';, tl12 term rl.imp~ir.-=.J'l wilt rl\)t bt.-~ c.:scd .. Individuals found to h2ve less than 

.05% bloud alcohol CO,ltE',1t (}),t,C:) ...... i.l.L be pcesu~'1ed to DC s0~et" for drivln;; ~'..!Lposes. 
,
•

P.t E."C levels of .O~)~(, up to but rot il'.cluding .iO%, riO 1'.c':.'su::Jj:1tlOLl'3 ~ill b2 raised 

) 
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License.s ....,ill not:. be restocecl '...:ntil the convicb:~d d.civec ccxopletes 

san~~ted education and rehabilitdti~n_ Persons ~ot j~dg2d to be problem 

drif''';~ers mus t pCirticipa to2 in int'()r.Tc~. tional courses in a school opC'rZ1 ted 

U-:id2:::' the auspices of DZ,rv which empha,3izes respon.sible dr i ';ing techniques 

and 2.ttitudes. Those who are fot..~)d to be problem d::-ir..kers will 

be required to seek help from organizations such as Alcoholics 

Ano:'.ym01.J.S or register as an outpatient in an alcohol rehabilita·tion 

prog=am rQ~ by a hospital or clinic. 

A "grandfather clause" in the legislation provides that drivers 

cur!.-ently suspended Wlder the old drunken drivL'1g lay ;.:i11 be eligible to apply far 

license restoration upon satisfactory cOrilplet:Lon of the education 

or rehabi~itation prograro.• after completion oc at lea.2it six mO:1ths 

suspension. 

The new statute calls for a license sU5p~;n.:J.lo:-l 0= not. less 

than 60 days and not more th-::l.n 180 cbys fOL' the first offense l 

with a fine of not 1e5s than $200 n::Jr m:.::re thdn $400_ 

A subsequent conviction would result in a license suspension 

of not less than one year nor more than three years and a fine 

of not less than $500 nor more tha.n $1000. 

A third cO:lvictiQ.l1 \·;i::hin ten years ~1ill require a five year 

• r1.c0 £ $~onn
SUS?~nS10n an~ a Llne a ~ u0. 

Jail terms on the first cons.iction could b-9 up to 30 days and 

up to 90 ddyS on a s uoseqt..:.c:l. t:. COT'Ii c t .l.O[-1. Foc a third offense ~ 

th,cn 30 
, 

c·:l~'!'.s 
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Refusal to take a breath test afte= arre3t for Su~p2cted 

' .
c3rl,_,:'~ei1 driving \-li11 result in 2l 90 l lcense sU3penSlon
 

if r:o prior conviction exi~ts a~l d O~~ yed~ su~p2n31an if
 

t.·~1e~e has been a pr~or convictiotl 'f,-/i t...1:..irl 15 years. 

- '1'>:e accumulation of 12 points in IT'.oving violatiol':;;;i will cOCltinue 

to constitute cause for license suspension. However I the t1'Jtor 

Vehicles Director or a hea::-ing officer d(.:'signated by him may 

perwit the driver to partici9ate in a Driver ~~rovement Progr~~ 

operated by the Division. Successful completion of driver improvement 

school will give the driver a reduction in points. 

~rnen a driver acc~~ulate3 between six and eleven points, the 

Division will send an official notice warning the driver that 

subsequent violations way result in the loss of driving privileges. 

- Under the ne\" moving violation law, DHV will adju5 t all points 

acc~~ulated over the past three years to a new, reduced point 

sy~tP.J"[l. Hotorists will receive a one-time 6 p'Jint reduction 

if no paints were assessed over the last year ... Drivers not 

eligible for the first time 6 point reduction can earn a 3 point 

reduction for each additional year without ~od~iction for. a moving 

violation. Everyone will get a 3 point reduction for each 2dditional 

ye2r of conviction-free driving; hm'lever, no point totals will be 

reduced below zero. This is to encoura..ge i~proved violation-free. 

driving by all motori3ts. 

}lotor Vehicles Director Joh~ A. waddington said thot the new 

1;:.l'./:3 '.-Jill be iInplemented as quickly c~ possible'. 

- 30 -
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