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CHAP]LRX_[ ......... LAWS OF N. 1. 19..Z..7
APPROVED__ A R4 -77

SENATE, No. 1419

| STATE OF NEW JERSEY

INTRODUCED APRIL 26, 1976
By Senators MARESSA and VREELAND
Referred to Committee on Law, Public Safety and Defense

AN Aot creating the Medical-Vision Advisory Panel in the Division
of Motor Vehicles and preseribing its functions, powers and

duties.

Br 11 EXACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. There is hereby created in the Division of Motor Vehicles a
special study and advisory pauel to be known. as the Medical-
Vision Advisory Panel consisting of physicians licensed to practice
medicine and surgery (including physicians specialty-board certified
in internal medicine, psychiatry, neurology, physical medicine, and
ophthalmology), licensed opfometrists, and officials of the division
supervising motor vehicle driver licensing.

2. The members of the panel shall be appointed by the Governor
upon recommendations by the director and shall be in such number
as the Governor and director shall deem appropriate. In recom-
mending the physician and optometrist members, the director shall
seek the advice and recommendations of the Medical Society of
New Jersey with respect to the physician members, and the New
Jersey Optometric Association with respect to the opfometrist
member or members. The panel and the members thereof shall
serve at the pleasure of the Governor, They shall receive no com-
pensation for their services but shall be reimbursed for the reason-
able expenses actually incurred in the performance of their duties
as approved by the director.

3. The Medical-Vision Advisory Panel shall study and review
all medical criteria and vision standards applicable to the 1ieenéing
of motor vehicle drivers by the division and recommend such
additions and revisions thereof as it shall deem necessary and ap-
propriate. Any such recommended additions and revisions may

be adopted by the division on a trial basis to determine the necessity

and validity therecof.
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The director may from time to time require panel members to
give testimony at administrative hearings concerning applicants
and licensees who may suffer from medical, vision, psychiatrie,
psychologieal or characterological disorders relating to a person’s
ability to safely operate a motor vchicle.

4. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT
This bill creates a Medical-Vision Advisory Pauel in the Division
of Motor Vehicles pursuant to the recommendation of the Motor
Vehicle Study Commission appearing on pages 44 and 45 of its
September, 1975 Report.



ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1419

—

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: OCTOBER 7, 1976

This bill creates a Medical-Vision Advisory Panel in the Division
of Motor Vehicles pursuant to the recommendation of the Motor
Vehicles Study Commission appearing on pages 44 and 45 of its
September, 1975, Report.

The bill provides that the Medical-Vision Advisory Panel shall study
and review all medical criteria and vision standards applicable to the
licensing of motor vehicle drivers by the division and recommend
such additions and revisions thereof as it shall deem necessary and
appropriate. Any such recommended additions and revisions may be

adopted by the division on a trial basis to determine the necessity and

validity thereof.
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

FEBRUARY 24, 1977 ED RAMSEY

A serles Qf bills which will have 2 major impact on the State's
more than 4.5 million motorists was signed into law today by Govermor
Brendan Byrme.

fhe nev laws re?ise the Driver Manual, require licensed drivers to
take eye tests every ten years, allow for the erasiug of points for vielation-
free driving and establish a single standard for the driunking and driving
offense. e
"These laws will update the State's motcr vehicle regulations and will

provide a basis for improving safety on our highways," said Byrne.

The bllls were based on recormendations made to the Governor and
Legislature by the Motor Vehicle Study Commission headed by Barry B, Evenchick,
a2 Newark lawyer. The seventeen member commissipn held numercus working
sessions and three public hearings before issuing a report in Septenber, 1975
wvith recommendations designed to deal with the problems of highway safety and
improved effectiveness of the Division of Motor Vehicles.

The bills, (5-1416, 5~1417, S5-1419, S-1420, S§-1422, S-1423), all
sponsored by Senator Joseph A, Maressa, D-Camden, provide that:

— All driver license applicants with no prior driving experience will, afrer
successfully completing the written and road te;;, be issued a propationary
license for the first two years. The license document will look the sanme

as all other Mew Jersey licenses, but during the two year probaticnary peri

the new driver's accident and violation records will be carefully
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monitored and remedial action, when indicated, will be instituted before

! ,
illegal or dangerous driving habits become ingréined. The age for a criving
permit will be lowered to 16 for use 1n driver education courses. AU age

16 1/2, the neu driver may use the permit for practice driving betueen sunrise

"and sunset when accompaated by a licensed driver with at least three years

expefience. At age 17; a permit holder may drive anytime when accoupanied

by a licensed driver. .A permit holder may take the test for tha initial
probationary 1icensé at age 17.

- A new Driver Manuai will be issued which wiil have, as its'primary ohjective:
ihformation‘desigued to raise the level of safe driving knowledge aﬁoug licenés

applicants. The new manual will be impréved as to "readability," and will be

‘a SuUEmAary of the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Laws as well as a practical guide

for safe and efficient driving practices.

- Drivers4will bé reéuired to submit to a vision test every ten &éars to see
if corrective glasses are needed or currently used eyeglasses are adequate.

A medical/vision advisory panel will devise better licensing standardsvin ihis
area and assist the Division in adjudicating cases concerning drivers who suffe
from identified medical or vision problens. Thé panel will consist of medicai
doctors and iicensing officials who will review existing policies and procedur
énd make recommedations for changes or improvements, if indicated.- In additic
to those with vision problems, the State maintains certain standards for hand
capped persons and for those with a history of serious nedical pfoblems.

~ A single standard for the drinking and driving offense will be established
lowers the level of blooq alcohol at which a pérson is'presumed to be under
influence. The present level of .15% will be tightened to .10%. Uader the

M

law, the term "impaired” will not be used. Individuals found to have less

.05% blood alcohol content (BAC) will be presumed to be sober for driviung |
)

i
At BAC levels of .05%7 up to but not including .10%, no presumptions will b

that the driver is or is not under the iInfluenze, but other evidence going

question will be admissible.




‘Licenses will not be restored until the convicted driver completes
mandated education and rehabilitation. Perscns not judged to belprobli
drinkers must participate in informational courses in a school operate|
under the auspices}of DMV which emphasizes résponsible driving techni&

1

‘and attitudes. Those who are found to be problem drinkers will |
be required to seek help from organizations such as Alccholics |
Anonymous or register as an outpatient in an alcohol rehabilitation 1

program run by a hospital or clinic. o o 1
l
I

A "grandfather clause" in the legisldation ﬁrovides that drivers
currently suspended uhﬁer the old drunken driving law will be eligible to g
license iestoration upon satisfactory completion of the education ‘
or rehabilitation program, after completion of at least six monthé [
suspension. ‘

The new‘statﬁte calls for a license suspension of not lesé ﬁ
than 60 days and not.more than 180 days for the first offenéé, |
with a fine of not less than $200 nor more than $400. ]

A subsequent conviction would resuit in a licénse suspension‘
"of not less thén one year nor more than three years.and a fine
of not less than 5500 Aor more than $1000. : |

A third conviction within ten years will requirxe a five ye |

suspension and a fine of $1000. |

l
l

Jail térms on the first conviction could be up to 30 days
up to 90 days on a subsequent conviction. Fbr a third offens
the term of imprisonment will be not less than 30 days nor 1
than 180 days. ‘ | 1

more
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R;fusal to take a breath test after arrest fdr_sgspectéd
drunken driving will result in a 90 day license guspension
if no prior cohviction exists and a one year suspension if
there has been a prior cohviction within 15 years.
~ The accumulation of 12 points in moving violations will continu
to constitute cause for license suspension. However, the Motor
Vehicles Director or a hearing officer designated by him may
permit the driver to-partiéipate in a Drivgr-Imp;erment Program

operated by the Division. -Successful completion of driver improv

'school will give the driver a reduction in points.

When a driver écéumulates petweenvsix and elevén points, th
Division will send an official notice warning the driver that
subsequent violations may result in the loss of driving privilege
— Under the new moving violation law, DMV will adjust all points
accumulated over the pasﬁ three years to a new, reduced point
system. Motorists will receive a one-time 6 point reduction
if'no points'weré assessed over the last year., Drivers not
eligible for the first time 6 point reduction can earn.a 3 point
reduction for each additional year'without‘éoﬁ§ictién for a movi
violation. Everyone will get a 3 point.reduétion for each addit
year of conviction-free driving; however, no point totals will '}
reduced below zero. This is to encourage i?prqved violation~£fr
driving by all motorists.

Mdtor Vehicles Director John A, Waddington.éaid that the

laws will be.implemented as guickly as possible.

- 30 -~
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