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Sponsor's statement:

This bill requires that a test for hearing be conducted on each pupil at the
beginning of each schoot year.

Rules and regulations, proposed at 14NJR108(a), adopted 4-7-82 as R.1982 d.195
(N.J.A.C. 6:29-8.1 and 6:29-8.2) '
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SENATE, No. 3026

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
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INTRODUCED JANUARY 11, 1979
By Senator MERLINO
Referred to Committee on Kducation

Ax Acr concerning the examination of pupils and amending
N. J. S. 18A :40-4.

BE 1 ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. N.J.S.18A :40-1 is amended to read as follows:

18A :40-4. The medical inspector, or the nurse or licensed medical
and health care personnel under the immediate direction of the
medical inspector, shall examine every pupil to learn whether any
physical defect exists, or in lieu thereof the medical inspector may
accept the report of such an examination by a physician licensed
to practice medicine and surgery within the State[. The], and the
frequency and procedure of and selection of pupils for such
examinations shall comply with the rules of the State board[, but
a]. Additionally a screening of hearing examination shall be con-
ducted *[annually]* on each pupil *[at the beginming of each]*
*during the* school year *pursuant to rules, regulations and stan-
dards established by the State Department of Education in con-
sultation with the State Department of Health*. *[Personnel and
equipment as well as methods for auditory screeming shall be in
compliance with the rules and standards of the State Department
of Education].*

4 pupil who presents a statement signed by his parents or
guardian that [a medical examination interferes] such required
examinations interfere with the free exercise of his religious beliefs

shall be examined only to the extent necessary to determine whether
he is ill or infected with a communicable disease or to determine

his fitness to participate in any health, safety and physical educa-
tion course required by law.
A health record of each pupil shall be kept, in which shall be

entered the findings of each examination, and such record shall be

ExPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets Lthusl in the above bill
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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24 the property of the board of education and shall be forwarded to
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any public school to which the pupil is transferred, if such scho~l

is known.
2. This act shall take effect immediately.



ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE
STATEMINT TO

SENATE, No. 3026

[OrFrciar Copy ReprixT]

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: NOVEMBER 26, 1979

The Assembly Education Committee favorably reports this hill and

endorses the statement of the Senate Kducation Clommittee,



SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE, Neo. 3026

with Senate committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

[ S —

DATED: MAY 7, 1979

ProvisioNs:

The Senate Education Committee favorably reports this bill which
would require school districts to test the hearing of pupils. Regulations
will be established by the State Department of Hducation, in con-

sultation with the Department of Health.

F1scar, IMPLICATIONS ;

There would be relatively little cost associated with this legislation.
According to a surveyv of school distriets conducted by the Speech and
Hearing Association, most schools already have audiometers, so that

the costs associated with the purchase of equipment would be minimal.

CoMMITTEE AMENDMENTS:

The committee has amended this legislation to provide for consulta-
tion between the Department of Eduecation and Department of Health
in the development of regulations and to eliminate the requirement that
each child be tested annually at the beginning of each school year. While
this is necessary in the early grades, annual testing is not necessary
in junior high school and high school. The frequency of testing would be

determined by regulation rather than specified in legislation.
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