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Sponsor's statement: 
The purpose of this bill is to exempt qualified members of the 

clergy who do not have master's degrees in social work from having to 
have a doctoral degree in another field to qualify to be examined for 
a marriage counselor's license. A master's degree in a social science 
would be adequate in lie~ of the doctoral degree. 
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[SECOND OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 536 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1978 SESSIO/~
 

By Senator FELDMAN
 

AN ACT to amend the "Practicing Marriage Counseling Act," 

approved January 10, 1969 (P. L. 1968, c. 401). 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 18 of P. L. 1968, c. 401 (C. 45 :8B-18) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 18. Any person applying to the board, after January 1, 1970, may 

4 be admitted to an examination if he meets the qualifications set 

5 forth in section 14 (a), (b) and (c) and provides evidence satis­

6 factory to the board that he has met educational and experimental 

7 qualifications as follows: 

8 (a) Educational Requirement: At least a master's degree in 

9 social work, """or a post-master's degree in marriage and family­

9A counseling,""" or a doctorate in marriage or pastoral counseling, 

10 psychology, sociology of the family, family life education, or a 

11 closely allied :field of study or a doctor of medicine in which it is 

12 established by the applicant's transcripts that an equivalent course 

13 of study has been successfully completed; the degree to have been 

14 obtained from an accredited institution so recognized at the time 

15 of granting of such degrees. *[Qualified m,embers]* u*[*Mem­

16 bers'"' of the clergy, however, are exempted from the requirement 

17 of a doctoral degree, provided they have a master's degree in one 

18 of the social sciences or a field related to marriage counseling.]u" 

19 (b) IiJxperience Requirements: Five years of full-time counsel­

20 ing experience, or its equivalent, of a character approved by the 

21 board, 2 years of which must have been in marriage counseling; 2 

22 of the 5 required years must have been under the supervision of a 

2H person holding a degree specified in paragraph (a) of tbis section 

24 and who bas himself had no less than 5 full-time years of profes­

25 sional C'xperience or the equivalent. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

EXPLANATION-Matter enelosed in bold-Iaeed braekets (thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 



ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFENSE COMMITTEE
 

STATI'~MENT rro 

SENATE, No. 536 
IOFFICIAL COpy R fT'RINT] 

with Assembly committee amendment 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: :MAY 10, 1979 

The purpose of this bill is to update the educational requirements for 

taking the marriage counselor's examination, so as to conform to 

current educational programs and counseling practice. 

This bill provides that clergymen need only have a master's degree 

in any social science in order to meet the educational requirement for 

taking the exam. 

The Assembly .Tudiciary, Law, Public Safety and Defense Oom­

mittee's amendment includes a post-master's degree in marriage and 

family counseling as one of the listed degrees which would satisfy, for 

those who are llot clergymen, the educational requirements for taking 

the exam. 



SENATE LABOR, INDUSTRY AND
 
PROFESSIONS COMMITTEE
 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE. No. 536 
with Senate committee amendments 

-~-..-_._­

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: FEBRUARY 27, 1978 

The purpose of this bill is to exempt members of the clergy who do 

not have master's degrees in social work from having to have a doctoral 

degree in another field to qualify to be examined for a marriage 

counselor's license. A master's degree in a social science would be 

adequate in lieu of the dodorial degTee. 

The committee amended the bill to embrace all members of the clergy, 

rather than just "qualified" clergymen. 
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co '".. ~ 1 • (~ ~ ). • •5-536, sponsored b y ;>;"1'''''' ..... _.attt1e',c .te_dC2.t: lJ-Derg~n, ,-:(ucn ac~nds 

persc:'!s \..~. ::o'''1.ify to take the exami.,ations to ;:',,;::lude individuals ~·dth a "post-graduate 

degree in marriage c... • .........:1~1 counseling." 

Formarly:. the educational requi~c:n:'nt:s """'oL.! be s:J.tisfied only by a E.:lster's 

degree in soci~l work or a doctorate in marri~se or pastoral counseling, psychology, 

sociology of t~e family, family life educatio~ or a closely allied field of study.'· 

This bill ~ill permit individ~als who have co~pleted a special two-year program 

in marriage and family counseling offered at S2tcn Hall University (the only college 

in New Jersay ~hich offers such a program) to eligible to qualify for examinations 

as marriage counselors. 

~-88l, sponsored by Assembl~n J~~s ~':. 3~::-!lhei~er (D-}liddlesex) ~ h'hic.h amends 

the current s~atutes to require boards of education to iurnish: 

daily transportation for ha~dica??eG c~i:cr~n ~ho haVe been placed by the 

boards of education in out-af-state day prog~affi5; 

periodic transportation for ha~dicaFpe~ children ~ho have been placed by the 

boards of education in out-of-state-resi'::!ential programs; and 

-- summer transportation for children who have been placed in twelve-month special 

education programs. 

The bill makes New Jersey statutes consistent \~th federal law~ which requires thz~ 

all handicapped children are availed of a free, appropr~~t~ ~,.h~~c education, includin~ 
.::> 

special education and related services, such ~~ transportation. 

The bill takes effect July], 1980, and t:--.e DepartI:l~nt of Education intends to use 

funds from a federal ~:ock grant to pay the costs, \,rhich have been estiw.ated at $650~OOa 

anc.:..icJ.lly. 
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