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Sponsor's statement: 

This bill removes the requirement in the Hudson County Employees' Pension 
Fund that a widow or widower of a member must be receiving at least one-half of 
his or her support from the member in the l2-month per-iod immediately preceding 
the member's death or accident which was the direct cause of the member's death 
in order to be eligible for a pension. 
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CHAPTER ,;L'I6AWS OF N. J. 19,_2J 
APPROVED / cJ. - / Z-1f : 

ASSEMBLY, No. 572 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 9, 1978 

By Assemblyman CALI 

Referred to Committee on County Government 

'AN ACT 'concerning pension funds of employees of counties of the 

, first class having a population of less than 800,000 and amending 

R. S. 43 :10-1. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
 

2 of New Jersey:
 

1 L R. S. 43 :10-1 is amended to read as follows:
 

2 43 :10-1. "Be retired on half pay" means retired on a pension
 

3 . equal to one-half of the average annual salary during any 3 fiscal 

4 years, of the employee's membership, for which contributions were 

5 made, which years shall be selected in such manuel' as to provide 

6 for the larges,t possible benefit to the retirant, or surviving spouse 

7 or children, as the case may be; provided, however, that nothing 

S in this amendatory act shall serve to rednce any employee's 

9 pension below the amount to which he would have been entitled 

10 had he been eligible to apply for his pension prior to the effective 

11 date of this amendatory act. 

12 "Salary" or "average annual compensation," when used for 

13 the purpose of computing benefits under this act, means the average 

14 annual salary for which contributions are made during any 3 fiscal 

15 years of the employee '8 membership providing the largest possible 

16 benefit to the member or surviving spouse or children. If the total 

17 service is less than 3 years, the salary shall be that paid for the 

18 entire period of membership. "Salary" means the base compensa­

19 tion for services as an employee, including normal and longevity 

20 increments earned in accordance with the established salary policies 

21 of the employer for all employees in the same position, but shall 

22 not include individual salary adjustments which are granted 

23 primarily in anticipation of the member's retirement or additional 

24 remuneration for performing temporary or extra curricular duties 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold·faced brackets [thus] in thc above bill 

is not enacted and is intended 10 be omitted in the law. 
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25 beyond tile regular workday or the regular work year. In cases 

26 where salary includes maintenance, the retirement system shall fix 

27 the value of that part of the salary not paid in money which shall 

28 be considered under this act. 

29 "County employee" or "employee" means and includes all em­

30 ployees and officers in service in any county of the first class, and 

31 of any county board, body or commission maintained out of county 

32 funds in a county of the first class, including laborers recognized 

33 as permanent laborers, whether paid on an hourly, daily, monthly or 

34 annual basis (if being the intent to exclude transient labor from 

35 the operation of this article), but does not include any member of 

36 the police or fire department. The pension commission may deter­

37 mine whether or not the employment of an employee is permanent 

38 within the meaning of this article. Notwithstanding the provisions 

39 of section 43 :1-1 of this Title, any person heretofore or hereafter 

40 accepting any emplOYment in the county under the age of 45 years 

41 shall be eligible to join as a "county employee" or "employee" as 

42 hereinabove defined. 

43 "Widow" means the woman to whom a member was married at 

H least 5 years before the date of his death and to whom he continued 

45 to be married until the date of his death [and who was receiving 

46 at least one-half of her support from the member in the 12-month 

47 period immediately preceding the member's death or the accident 

48 which was the direct cause of the member's death]. The [depen­

49 dency] eligibility of such a widow to receiue a pension provided 

50 in this act will be considered terminated by the marriage of the 

51 widow subsequent to the member's death. In the event of the 

52 paYment of all accidental death benefit, the 5-year qualification 

53 shall be waived. 

54 "'Widower" means the man to whom a member was married at 

55 least 5 years before the date of her death and to whom she con­

56 tinued to be married until the date of her death [and who was re­

57 ceiving at least one-half of his support from the member in the 

58 12-month period immediately preceding the member's death or the 

59 accident which was the direct cause of the member's death]. The 

60 [dependency] eligibility of such a widower to receive a pension 

61 provided in this act will be considered terminated by marriage of 

62 the widower subsequent to the death of the member. In the event 

63 of the paYment of an accidental death benefit, the 5-year qualifica­

64 tion shall be waived. 

1 2. This act shall take effe-ct immediately and be retroactive to 

2 December 27, 1973. 
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J STATEMENT 
1 This bill removes the requirement in the Hudson County Em­
J 

ployees' Pension Fund that a widow or widower of a member must 

be receiving at least one-half of his or her support from the mem­

ber in the 12,...month period immediate,ly preceding the member's 

death or accident which was the direct cause of the member's death 

in order to be eligible for a pension. 

1 



ASSEMBLY COUNTY GOVERN~·'IENT COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 572 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: MAY 3,1979 

The purpose of this bill is to amend the law governing the Hudson 

County Employees Retirement System to delete the requirement that 

widows and widowers of members who retired must be dependent on 

his or her support to be eligible for a pension following the, death of 

the member. The committee considered this bill in conjunction with 

Assembly Bill No. 572 which would also delete this requirement. The 

committee, at the request of both sponsors, releas'ed Assembly Bill 

No. 1485 because of its broader applicability. 
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SENATE COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL
 
GOVERN~IENT COMJ\;IITTEE
 

STATEl1Ei{T TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 572 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: JUNE 21, 1979 

PROVISIONS: 

This bill removes the requirement in the Hudson County Employees' 

Pension Fund that a widow or wido\'ler of a member must be receiving 

at least one-half of his or her support from the member in the 12-month 

period immediately preceding' the member's death or accident which 

was the direct cause of the member's death in order to be eligible for 

a penSIOn. 

The bill would be retroactive to December 27, 1973. 

Ihtdson County Pension System: The Hudson County Employees' Pen­

sion Fund has been closed to ne,Y members since 1974. 

According to the Hudson County Executive '8 Office, the bill has been 

requested by the Hudson connty governing body. The bill would effect 

only 10 01' 12 individuals, and would cost approximately $80,000.00 

per year. 

History of Legislation: Assembly Bill 572 passed the General Assembly 

by a vote of 65-0. 

In the 1976-1977 session, the same bill as Assembly Bill 2397 passed 

both houses, but was not signed by the Goyernor. 
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. ,FRON THE OFFICE OF THE GOVEI~I()R (./.; 

FOR Hil'lEDIATE RELEASE FOR f'URTHER INFORMATION 

DECE~ffiER 17. 1979 KATHRYN FORSYTH 

Governor Brendan Byrne sigr:ed a hLU ;;oday -cemovi:Jg the re(~uin:'ment: in 

the Hudson County Employees Retirement Syst.efu tnclt the THidow 01' \\/idowel of a 

retired member must have been financially de?endent on that refilber to be eligible. 

for a pension. 

Under the requirement, the widmv or widOlJer '!I!llSt have received at 

least one half of his or her support from the meDber in till?: hrelve months immediz.tely 

preceeding the members ceath. 

The bill, A--S 72, was sponsored by AssembJ.)'TIlan John Cali. (D··-Uudson) , 

The Hudson County Pensien rune. is a closed ',Jension fund il'0.d no new 

menbers can be admitted tc it. 

In signing the bill, the Goverum.:- issued the fo:Ilo\\Ting statE:31er..t: 

I originally contemplateJ re~urning thLs bill \·,rith n recOlrmendation that 

the bill be amended to limit its benefits to \vid,)\vs or \.J'id()m~I:s "\.;hose income fell 

below the lower living standard i~come l~vel 2S detc~mined by the FederaJ. Secretary 

of Labur. This standard or approximately $4, 3!~O, 00 per y"~ar ~oulc1 cC'n~'.tj.tutc: a 

hardship to those fm., sU1:viving members of this pensioll fund. 

Historically. the })Tovision Hhieb t.hJ~ hill seeks to .::ho71ge a~)peaTE'd in 

the laH governin.g the Hudson County Pension bill when it was origj.r,'LJ.y cr~ac:::cd ilud 

continued as a. provision of that b1ll up until 19/3, wile...., LccEding 

of the pensioii fUild, tfl!Gugh <lU inadvertenc;~ Ll ccnfoTIni.lg tile clef:i.n:J.tj.,'n~ of' 

suriv~v0rs to include both men and women, the comparable lRnguage of dependency used 

fn State pension £'Jnd:.=. '""as inser~cd. This ~7as a change in tl1F! Hudson Ccnnty Pei.1siar; 

bj1L 

I a~ sat~8fi~ri that ~urrent Eta~~ards 
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