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-+ 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

INTRODUCED SEPTEMER 25, 1978 

By Assemblyman KOZLOSKI 

Referred to Committee on AgTiculture and Environment 

AN ACT concerning semiwild and commercial shooting preserves,
 

amending sections 23 :3--29, 23 :3-32, 23 :3-36 and 23 :3-37 of the
 

Revised Statutes and repealing: sections 23 :3-30 and 23 :3-35 of
 

the Revised Statutes.
 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
 

2 of New Jersey:
 

1 1. R. S. 23 :3-29 is amended to read as follows:
 

2 23 :3-29. A person desiring to engage in the business of raising
 

3 and selling game birds or game animals, or both, in a wholly [in


4 dosed] enclosed preserve of which he is the owner 01' lessee, or to
 

5 have in captivity game birds or game animals, shall [immediately]
 

6 apply in writing to the division for a license to do so. The license
 

7 fee shall be $5.00 per annum for each of the above purposes. A
 

8 person desiring to propagate pheasants, partridge, [wild turkey]
 

9 or quail, 0'1' any of them, in a semiwild state on lands of which he is
 

10 "the owner or lessee, shall apply in writing to the division for a 

11 license to do so. The license fee shall be [$25.00] $50.00 per annum. 

12 No two or more noncontig~lo~ls tracts of land may be covered under 

13 the same license. 

14 The division, when it appears that the application is made in 

15 good faith, [shall] and is in the pu,blic interest, may, upon the 

16 payment of the fee for each license, issue to the applicant such 

17 of the follo:wng license or licenses as may be applied for: 

18 a. Propagating license permitting the licensee to propagate 

10 game birds or game animals, or both, in the wholly enclosed pre

20 serve the location of which is stated in the license and the applica

21 tion therefor, and to sell such propagated game birds or game ani

22 mals, or both, and ship them from the State alive at any time and 

23 to kill the same and sell the carcasses for food subject to· the condi

24 tions prescribed by sections 23 :3-28 to 23 :3-39 of this Title; 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in hold-faced hrackets [thus] in the above hill
 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.
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25 b. License to propagate pheasants, partridge, [wild turkey] or 

26 quail, or any of them, in a somlwild state on lands of which the 

27 applicant is the owner or lessee, when the applicant shall have 

28 [released on the land described in the application, in the year in 

29 which the license is issued, and in the presence of the conservation 

30 officer, of the species for which the applicant desires to be licensed: 

31 (1) Prior to May 1, at least 10 female and two male pheasants, 

32 or at least six fomale and six made quail, or at least six female and 

33 six male partridge, for the first 100 acros of land or portion thereof, 

34 and a proportionate number of birds for any acreage in excess of 

35 the first 100 acres, or, 

36 (2) During the month of October, at least one bird for each 5 

37 acres of land] produced euidence satisfactory to the division thrtt 

38 he will raisc. or purchase for liberation, and liberate on the semi

39 wild pt'eserve at least 011e pheasant, quail, partridge or combination 

40 the1'eof for each act'e of land to be licensed or at least 200 pheas

41 ants, q1wil or partridge or combination thereof between N ovembe'r 1 

42 of the year for which the lice'nse is iss ned and the following 

43 February 28; 

44 ~. License to keep game birds and animals in captivity; or 

45 d. A porson desiring to operate a "commer~ial pheasant, [wild 

46 turkey,] quail and partridge-shooting preserve" on lands of which 

47 he is the owner Or bona fide lessee shall apply in writing to the 

48 division for a license so to do. The license fee shall be [$100.00] 

49 $200.00 pOl' annum and the form of the application and license 

50 shall be determined by the division. 

51 The division may, upon payment of the fee, issue to the applicant 

52 such a license when it appears that: 

53 (1) The operation of such shooting preserve shall not conflict 

54 with a prior reasonable public interest; and 

55 [(2) The applicant shall produce evidence satisfactory to the 

56 division that he has released on lands described in the application 

57 and license, of the species for which he desires to be licensed, a 

58 total of at least 10 female and two male pheasants or six female 

59 and six male quail or partridge for the first 100 acres of land or 

60 portion thereof, or a proportionate number of birds for any 

61 acreage in excess of the first 100 acres, prior to May 1 in the year ! 

62 for which the license is to be issued; and] 

63 [(3)] (2) The applicant shall have produced evidence satisfac

64 tory to the division that he will raise or purchase for liberation and 

65 liberate Oll the shooting pTeserve a total of at least 500 pheasants, 

G6 quail and partridge or combination thereof between September 1 

67 of the year for which the license was issued and the following 

oS March 15, 
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1 2. R. S. 23 :3-32 is amended to read as follows: 

2 23 :3-32. No pheasants, [wild turkeys,] partridge or quail prop

3 agated in a semiwild state shall be sold. No such pheasants, [wild 

4: turkeys,] partridge 01' quail shall be taken, possessed or trans

ported unless each bird Rhall haY8 been tagged with the special tag 

l5 prescribed by sections 23 :3-28 to 23 :3-39 of this Title. [Except as 

7 to the additional tags hereinafter provided for, liO] No licensee 

8 raising pheasants, partridge or quail in a semiwild state shall 

9 procure from the division during any year of operation more tags 

to be affixed to the dead bodies of pheasants, partridge or quail 

11 pr01Jagated in a semiwild state than[: four times the number of 

12 female birds released prior to May 1 or, the number equal to 4/5 

13 of the number of pheasants, partridge or quail released during 

14 the month of Odober in each year. Additional tags may be pro

vided to any licensee in number equal to 4/5 of the birds released 

16 subsequent to l.1ay 1 or October, as the case may be, in the license 

17 year] the number of pheasants. partridge or" qlwil to be liberated, 

18 between November 1 and Febntary 28. The tags shall be of a 

19 special kind provided for the purpose and shall be allocated by 

species and number of game bi1"ds liberated. The number of birds 

21 taken in any year, either alive or dead, on lands on which pheasants, 

22 [wild turkeys,] partridge or quail are propagated in a semiwild 

23 state shall not exceed the number of tags obtained for each species 

24 from the division. Pheasants, [wild turkeys,] quail and partridge 

propagated in a semiwild state may be taken by shooting only 

26 from 9 :00 a.m. on November 10 or such opening date as may 

27 otherwise be prescribed by the State Fish and Game' Code [to 

28 January 20, except where the licensee shall have produced evidence 

29 satisfactory to the division that he has liberated on the land during 

the year covered by his license, or that he has in his possession 

31 on the land or in some other designated place or places and will 

32 liberate on the land prior to February 28 a total of at least 100 

33 pheasants and partridge or combination thereof for any acreage 

34 up to 100 acres and at least one pheasant or partridge for eadI 

additional acre, in addition to those birds released prior to May 1 

36 or during the month of October, as the case may be, in which case 

37 the lieensee or any person or persons authorized by him so to do 

38 may take pheasants, wild turkeys and partridge by shooting from 

39 9 :00 a.m. on November 10 or such opening date as may otherwise 

he prescribed by the State Fish and Game Code to the next follow

41 ing February 28, both inclusive, and during any further period, not 

42 exceeding 31 days, which the Commissioner of Environmental 
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43 Protedion may, from time to time, designate for that purpose upon 

44 the recommendation of the Director of the Division of Fish, Game 

45 and Shell Fisheries of the Department of Environmental Protec

4f) tion on the bnd described in his liC:81ise. 'rhe number of pheasants, 

47 wild turkeys, quail, and partridge so taken by shooting sha;!l not 

48 exceed 4/5 of the total number of pheasants, wild turkeys, quail and 

49 partridge liberated on said land during the year covered by such 

50 license] to Febr'Uary 28 of the following year, 'Unless otherwise 

51 prescribed by s~{,ch code. Section 23 :4-24 of this Title relating to 

52 hunting on Sunday shall not apply to any person authorized to 

53 shoot pheasants, [wild turkeys,] quail, and partridge under sedions 

54 23 :3-28 to 23 :3-39 of this Title. [Quail propagated in a semiwild 

55 state may be taken by shooting only from 9 :00 a.m. on November 10 

56 or such opening date as may otherwise be prescribed by the State 

57 Fish and Game Code to the next following February 28, both days 

58 inclusive, and during any further period, not exceeding 31 days, 

59 which the commissioner may, from time to time, designate for that 

60 purpose upon the recommendation of the Director of the Division 

til of Fish, Game and Shell Fisheries.] No pheasants, [wild turkeys,] 

62 partridge or quail propagated in a semiwild state shall be trapped 

63 without the written permission of the division. 

64 Under a "commercial pheasant, [wild turkey,] quail and par

65 tridge-shooting preserve" license, pheasants, [wild turkeys,] 

66 quail and partridge may be taken by shooting only on lands 

67 described in the application and license, without regard to sex and 

68 daily bag limit, by fully licensed hunters authorized by the licensee 

69 to shoot on said land between September 1 and the following 

70 March 15, both dates inclusive and dnring any further period, not 

71 exceeding 31 days, which the commissioner may, from time to 

72 time, designate for that purpose upon the recommendation of the 

73 Director of the Division of Fish, Game and Shell Fisheries. 

74 No pheasants, [wild turkeys,] quail or partridge shall be taken, 

75 possessed or transported, unless each bird shall have been tagged 

76 with a suitable tag or seal supplied by the division, and no licensee 

77 shall receive from the division, during any year of operation, more 

78 tags to be affixed to the bodies of pheasants, quail and partridge 

79 than [four times the number of female pheasants, quail and par

80 tridge released prior to May 1 in each year, in addition to] one tag 

81 for each pheasant, [wild turkey,] quail and partridge liberated 

82 during the shooting period hereinbefore specied. 

1 3. R. S. 23 :3-36 is amended to read as follows: 
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2 23 :3-36. All licenses under sections 23 :3-28 to 23 :3-39 of this 

3 Title shall expire on March 15 of each year, except that if the time 

4 under whioh licensed hunters are authoTized to shoot upon any 

5 preserve is extended beyond said date, pursuant to law, the license 

6 to operate such preserve shall not expire until the end of such 

7 extended period. 

8 No renewal of a propagating license for pheasants, [wild 

9 turkeys,] partridge or quail in a semiwild state or for a "commer

10 cial pheasant, [wild turkey,] quail and partridge-shooting pre

II serve" license shall be granted until the required number of birds 

12 have been released as provided in section 23 :3-29 of this Title, or 

13 until the applicant [for renewal shall have submitted evidence 

14 satisfactory to the division showing that the minimum number of 

15 birds required in said section 23 :3-29 are present on his property] 

16 has produced evidence satisfactory to the division that the libera

17 tion requirements of 23 :3-29 have been met. 

1 4. R. S. 23 :3-37 is amended to read as follows:
 

2 23 :3-37. Each holder of a propagating license iss1wd pursuant
 

3 to sections 28 thr01tgh 39 of this chapter shall keep the license
 

4 prominently displayed at the place of business specified therein,
 

5 and shall keep aocurate written records which shall include the 

6 total number of each species of game birds OT animals possessed 

7 on the date of application for the license, the number of each 

8 species subsequently propagated or acquired by purchase or gift, 

9 and the llame and address of each person or corporation from 

10 whom or to whom game birds or animals were purchased or sold 

11 alive or sold for food, and the date of each transaction. The holder 

12 of a semiwild or commercial shooting preserve shall keep such 

13 records as may be prescribed by the division. These records shall 

14 be kept permanently on the premises stated in the license and shall 

15 be open for inspection by any duly authoTized representative of 

16 the division at all reasonable times. Each holder of such a propagat

17 ing license shall send a certified copy of these Tecords for the 

18 previous license year to the division not later than March 31. [The 

19 division shall furnish the forms on which these records are to be 

20 kept.] Failure to provide and maintain adequate records may be 

21 cause for the nonissuance of subsequent licenses. 

1 5. R. S. 23 :3-30 and R. S. 23 :3-35 are hereby repealed.
 

1
 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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STATEMENT 

This bill would amend the various statutes concerning semiwild 

and commercial shooting preserves. These amendments would: 

(1) delete wild turkeys from the species which may be propagated 

on such preserves; (2) eliminate the costly and biologically 

unsound pre-season liberation of game birds; (3) revise the 

tagging requirements for such birds; (4) revise the semiwild 

preserve hunting season; and (5) increase semiwild preserve 

license fees from $25.00 to $50.00 and commercial shooting preserve 

license fees from $100.00 to $200.00 per annum. 

This hill would also repeal two obsolete sections of the Revised 

Statutes pertaining to such preserves. 
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s'rA'rEl1E~1' 

~'his bill would amend the varions statutes concerning semiwild 

and commercial shooting- preserves. These amendments would: 

(1) delete wild turkeys from the specic's ,,~hich may be propagated 

on such preserves; (2) eliminate the costly and biologically 

unsound pre-season libera.tion of game birds; (3) revise the 

tagging requirements for such birds; (4) revise the semiwild 

preserve huntinp: season; and (5) increase semiwild preserve 

lieense fees from $25.00 to *30.00 H!H1 commercial shooting preserve I 
license fees from $100.00 to $200.00 per annum. 

\
This bill would also repeal two obsolete sections of the Revised 

Statutes pertaining' to slwh preserves. 

/-; / t: / (--r;9 -/ (7) 



FISCAL NOTE TO 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 1670 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: JANUARY 22, 1979 

Assembly Bill No. 1670 would amend the various statutes concerning 

semiwild and commercial shooting preserves. These amendments 

would: (1) delete wild turkeys from the specie1s which may be propa

gated on such preserves; (2) eliminate the costly and biologically 

unsound pre-season liberation of game birds; (3) revise the tagging 

requirements for such birds; (4) revise the semiwild preserve hunting 

season; and (5) increase semiwild preserve license fees from $25.00 to 

$50.00 and commercial shooting preserve license fees from $100.00 to 

$200.00 per annum. 

This bill would also repeal two obsolete sections of the Revised Stat

utes pertaining to such preserves. 

The Department of Environmental Protection estimates that enact

ment of this legislation would increase State revenues by $16,736.00 ill 

fiscal 1978-79, $16,434.00 in fiscal 1979-80 and by $16,132.00 in fiscal 

1980-81. 

The department makes the above estimatels with the suggestion that 

due to a number of variables involved, it is difficult to make accurate 

projections. 

The fiscal note is based on an estimate of costs rather than actual 

cost information. 

In compliance with written request received, there is hereby submitted 

a fiscal estimate for the above bill, pursuant to P. 1.4. 1962, c. 27. 
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