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48:2-29.15 to 48:2-29.21; repeals (Senior citizens - disabled - Lifeline 
NJSA 48:2-29.6 - 48:2-29.14 credit program) 
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Bill No. A3601 

Sponsor(s) Doyle and others 

Date Introduced August 23, 1979----;:.,-.--,.;....-----
Committee: Assembly

Senate


Amended during passage No
 

Date of Passage: Assembly Aug. 23, 1979
-----:;;.,.-.-------

Sept. 10, 1979Senate---.....;.-------- o 

oSept. 18, 1979Date of approval------_...:...__........_--- z
 
Following statements are attached if available:	 o 

~ 

Sponsor statement	 Yes :0 -ro 
Committee Statement: Assembly ¥~!j No 3 

Senate	 No o 
<
(I)Fiscal Note No 

.,"Veto Message	 No o 
Message on signing	 Yes 3 

I,Following were printed: -. 
Reports	 Yes 

.,0
Q).,

Hearings Yes	 '-"'" ...... 

Report mentioned in sponsors' statement: 

974.901 Lifeline Credit Program annual report/State of New Jersey, 
L722	 Department of Human Services, Division of Medical
 

Assistance and Health Services. 1980-1981.
 
Trenton, 1981.
 

Similar bill proposed A3526 during this session--vetoed by Governor.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 3601 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 ..
 
INTRODUCED AUGUST 23, 1979 

By Assemblymen DOYLE, JACK~IAN, PELLECCHIA, NE\V"MAN, 

SCHUCK, T. G..LU,LO, PAT:FJRO, OO\VAN, JANISZEWSKI, 

CALI, ADUBATO, FORTUNATO, CODEY, LESNIAK, KAR

CHER, Assemblywoman KALIl(, Assemblymen BORNHEIMER, 

COSTELLO, DEVERIN, BTJRNS, MARTIN, R~\ND, FLYNN, 

Assemblywoman CROCE, Assemblymen HURLEY, D. GALLO, 

Assemblywomu.n CURRAN, Assemblyman, KAVANAUGII, Assem

blywoman MUHLER, Assemblymen ALBANESE, WEIDEL, 

SMrfH, LITTELL, VILLANID, BAER, Asseml)lywoman KIER

NAN, Assemblymen CONTILLO, BASSANO, HARDvVICK, DI

FRANCESCO, CHINNICI, BAR.RY, MAGUIRE, ORECHIO, 

Assemblywoman BURGIO, Assemblymen KERN, SNEDEKER 

and SAXTON 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT concerning electric and gas utilities, supplementing Title 

48 of the RBvised Statutes, making an appropriation and re

pealing P. L. 1977, c. 440. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The Board of Public Utilities shall establish a program which 

~ shall be Imo,wn a,s the" Lifeline Credit Program." 

1 2. Any residential electric or gas customer: a. who is currently 

2 enrolled in, or applies during' the remainder of the 1979 calendar 

3 year and is found eligible for, the program of "Pharmaceutical 

4 Assistance to the Ag'ed," established pursuant to P. L. 1975, c. 194 

5 (C. 30 :4D-20 et seq.), as :emended and supplemnted; or, b. who 

6 is currently receiving, or who receives during the remainder of 

7 the 1979 calendar year, beneSts under the program of Supple

8 mental Security Income (P. L. 1973, c. 256, C. 44:7-85 et seq.), 

9 or c. who is defined as disabled pursua.nt to the Federal Social 

10 Security Ad (42 U. S. C. section 416(i» and satisfies the income 

11 eligibility requirements for the Pharmaceutica1 Assistance to the 

12 Aged program, shall be eligible for the "Ljfelille Credit Program" 

13 established by this act. 



14 The Board of Public Utilitio~ shall establish a schedule of eligi

15 ble customers who llleet such qualifications. 

1 3. The "Lifeline Credit Program" shall consist of a credit of 

2 $100.00 against the el~ctric or g'as utility bill of each eligible resi

3 denLial electric or gas customer at his principal residence. Such 

4 credit shall be. applied to the electric or gas utility bills of such 

5 customer as soon as may be practicable, but in no case later than 

6 the bills issued in October, 1979 or as SOOll thereafter as eligibility 

7 is determined, and shall be applied to each subsequent utility bill 

8 . after the first until the full amount of the credit is exhausted; No 

9 household shall recei\'e more than $100.00 credit. In the event that 

10 electric and gas are provided to the sarne customer byth.e same 

11 utility, a credit of $100.00 shall be :.upplied to the combined bills 

12 .from such utility. In the event that electric and gas are provided 

13 to the same customer by two separate utilities, a credit of $50.00 

14 shall be applied to the bills from each such utility. Subject to the 

15 availability of appropriations, the level of credit shan be increased 

16 to $125,00 beginning in October, 1980. 

1 4. Upon certification by the President of the Board of Public
 

2 Utilities, the State Treasurer shall pay to each electric and gas
 

3 utility the amount of the credit pro'.'ic1ed fOl' each eligible residen


4 tial customer berved by such utility. '1'he payments shall be made
 

5 pursuant to a schedule approved by the President and the Director
 

6 of the Division of Budget and Accounting and payments made for
 

7 unused credit bhall be returned to the Casino Revenue Fund pur


8 suant to a plan approved by them.
 

1 5. a.The Board of Public Utilities is authorized to promulgate,
 

2 pursuant to law, such rules alld regulations as it may deem neces


3 sary to effectuate the purposes of this act.
 

4 b. The board shall be entitl\,d to call to its assistance, avail it


5 self, or contract for the services of any State department, board,
 

6· bureau, commission, or agency it may deem necessary to implement
 

7 the provision::; of this act.
 

1 6. Each electric and gas utility shall, by separate notice, inforlll
 

2 each eligible residential cnstomer of the "Lifeline Credit Pro


3 gram." rrhe time of mailing and the content of such notice shall
 

4 be approved by the Board of Public Utilities.
 

1 7. The board shall submit a report on the" Lifeline Credit Pro


2 gram" to the Legislature on March 15, 1980, and annually there


3 after. Such report shall include, but Bhall not be limited to, a·
 

4 summary of the implementation of the program, a study of its·
 

5 impact, any recommendations for its revision, and an estimate of
 

6 the practicability and feasibility of expanding the -prog~·ari:J. to' ill~
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clude other needy residential electric and gas utility customers. 

The nport shall also include an examlllation of alternative revenue 

sources to fund such a program. 

8. a. There is hereby appropl'iated to fund the "Lifeline CrGdit 

Program" for fiscal year 1980, the sum of $44,000,000.00 from the 

revenues deposited in the Casino Revenue Fund, as established 

in section 145 of P. L. 1977, c. 110 (C. 5 :12-145). 

b. For the purposes of administering the provisions of this act 

until June 30, 1980, there is hereby appropriated to the Board of 

Public Utilities the sum of $2,000,000.00 from the revenues de· 

posited in the Casino Revenue Fund. 

9. P. L. 1977, c. 440 (C. 48 :2-29.6 et seq.) is repealed. 

10. This act shall take effect immediat.ely but shall remain in· 

operative until the enactment of P. L. 19. ., c. . ., now pending 

before the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 3602. 

STA'J:1EMENT 

This bill would establish a "Lifeline Credit Program" which 

would provide a $100.00 line 'of credit to be used to pay t.he utility 

bills of each eligible customer. If sufficient casino revenues are 

available in fiscal year 1981, the level of credit will increase to 

$125.00. All utility customers who are in the P AA Program, or 

receive benefits from the SSI Program, or are disabled according 

to the Federal Social Security Act and earn less than $9,000 a year, 

if single, or $12,000 per year, if married, would qualify. 

The bill appropriates $44 million from the Casino Revenue Fund 

for the program for fiscal year 1980. The utility serving each 

eligible customer would establish a line of credit for him; the State 

would pay the utility the amount ,of the credit. 

The' 'Lifeline Credit Program" will be permanent. Each year, 

at the beginning of the deliberations of the Appropriations Com

mittee on the annual budget, the Board of Public Utilities will 

report to the LegiSlature on the program, and will make recom

mendations on revising or expanding it. 

".I 
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7 clude other needy residential electric and gas utility customers. 

8 The report shall also include an examination of alternative revenue 

9 sources to fund such a program. 

1 8. a. There is hereby appropriated to fund the "Lifeline Credit 

2 Program" forfh;cal year 1980, the SUIll of $44,000,000.00 from the 

3 revenues deposited in the Casino Revenue Fund, as established 

4 in section 145 of P. L. 1977, c. 110 (C. 5 :12-145). 

5 b. For the purposes of administering the provisions of this act 

6 until June 30, 1980, there is hereby appropriated to the Board of 

7 Public Utilities the sum of $2,000,000.00 from the revenues de

8 posited in the Casino Revenue Fund. 

1 9. P. L. 1977, c. 440 (C. 48:2-29.6 et seq.) is repealed. 

1 10. This act shall take effect immediately but shall remain in

2 operative until the enactment of P. L. 19. ., c., now pending 

3 before the Legislature as Assembly Bill No. 3602. 

STATEMENT 

This bill would establish a "Lifeline Credit Program" which 

would provide a $100.00 line of credit to be used to pay the utility 

bills of each eligible customer. If sufficient casino revenues are 

available in fiscal year 1981, the level of credit will increase to 

$125.00. All utility customers who are in the P AA Program, or 

receive benefits from the SST Program, or are disabled according 

to the Federal Social Security Act and earn less than $9,000 a year, 

if single, or $12,000 per year, if married, would qualify. 

The bill appropriates $44 million from the Casino Revenue Fuud 

for the program for fiscal year 1980. The utility serving each 

eligible customer would establish a line of credit for him; the State 

would pay the utility the amount of the credit. 

The "Lifeline Credit Program" will be permanent. Each year, 

at the beginning of the deliberations of the Appropriations Com

mittee on the annual budget, the Board of Public Utilities will 

report to the Legislature on the program, and will make recom

mendations on revising or expanding it. 
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Governor Brendan Byrne today signed into law A-360l, toe "Lifeline" 

bill, sponsored by Assemblyman John Paul Doyle (D-ocean). 

The bill establishes a "Lifeli.ne Credit Program" which provides a $100.00 

line of credit to be used to help pay utility bills of eligible customers·. 

The Governor alsQ signed A-3602, sponsore-d by Assemblyman Christoph.er J. 

Jackman (D-Hudson), which temporarily rai.s-es the tax on casino revenues- from 

eight percent to twelve percent. 'rne additional revenues ~yi:.1l go to the Casino 

Revenue Fund for aid to senior citizens and handica~ped. 

All utility customers who are enrolled in the Pharmaceutical Assistance to 

the Aged' (PAA) program, or receive benefits from the Supplemental Security Income 

(SS1) program., or are disabled according to the federal Soci.al Security Act and 

earn less than $9,000 a year if single, or $12,000 if married, will qualify for 

the program. 

"This is an inportant day for the elderly and disabled in Ne~y Jersey, n said 

Governor Byrne. "In these times of rapidly escalating fuel coste:, this 

legislation will provide vitally needed relief to those New Jerseyans who need 

it most." 

"RegardlesS: ofwhat type of heating is used, -,this.. legislation will·'. put an 

extra $100.00 in the budge.ts of eli.gib.le senior 6itizens and'ithe.,-handicapped't·iJ.par. 

~t~lity costs." 
Iii "This is the latest in a long series of aid programs for senior citizens in
'~l 
'i~ 

'/ :ur State," Byrne said. "New Jersey provides more assistance to our elderly than 

drtually any other state." 

Byrne signed the legislation at a ceremony at Holiday City, a senior citizen 

in Berkeley Township, Ocean County.
 

A question and answer sheet on the "Lifeline Credit Program" is attached.
 

ff f.! Ii If 
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LIFELI~ffi CREDIT PROGR&~ 

1.	 Who is eligible for a Lifeline credit? 

To be eligible you must either be enrolled in the Pharmaceutical Assistance 
to the Aged (PAA) program, receive Supplemental Security Income (SSI), or be 
classified as disabled under Title II of the Social Security Act, receive a 
Social Security disability check, and have an annual income of less than $9,000, 
if single or $12,000 if married. You must also be the customer of record with 
the utility company; that is, your name must appear on the utility bill~ 

2.	 How do I apply? 

.~ If you are enrolled in FAA or receive SS1, you will receive a letter in 
the mail by October 1. The letter will contain an application card and waiver 
certification. If you are the customer of record, fill out the forms and ' " 
mail them in according to the instructions. 

3.	 How do 1 apply if I am. classifi.ed as Social Security Disabled (SSD) under 
Title II? 

Application forms will be available by October 1. You may pick them up 
at local Social Security offices> county welfare agencies, local Medicaid 
Assistance Units, county Offices on Aging, and local legislative offices. You 
may also write or call the Board of Public Utilitie~ P.O. Box 853, Newark, 
New Jersey 07102 (800) 242-6703 and an application will be sent. 

4.	 What kind of information will the application require? 

You will be asked to provide the name(s) of your electric and gas 
company(ies), your account numbers and your social security numbers. You must 
also provide a customer receipt portion or photocopy of your utility bill(s) • 

. .If .you are· applying as-· Social ,Security Dis·abled .($'SR} ,,...'. YQu; w,i,J.l al~, De 
required to provide proof of Social Security Disaoility such as a copy of your 
Social Security disability check or your 1979 'Social Sec.urity ·A,·nirct-Certi£icate. 

5.	 Why do I have to sign a waiver form? 

In order to verify that you are eligible for the program, the Board of' 
Public Utilities may have to obtain in,formation from the Division of Medical 
Assistance and Health Services or the Social Security Administration regarding 
your eligibility for PAA, 5S1, or SSD. To do this you must waive the 
appropriate confidentiality requirement and authorize those agencies· to 
release this information to the Board of Public Utilities. 

6.	 How do I receive the Lifeline credit? 

You will not receive a check in the mail. The $100 Lifeline credit will 
be credited directly on your utility bill. If you have separate gas and 
electric companies you will receive a $50 credit on your electric bill and a 
$50 credit on your gas bill. 

"". ~"~-~'-"".'.'~... _.""-'-"-:~~-----'-
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7.	 When will I receive that credit? 

If you are enrolled. in PAA or receive 551, you should receive your
 
credit by December 1, 1979.
 

,i;:! 

If you are SSD, you should receive your credit or a letter notifying
 
you that you do not meet the eligibility requirements approximately two months
 
after you file your application.
 

If	 this does not happen, call the Board of Public Utilities Hotline 
(800)	 2/.2-6703. 

8.	 My wife and I are both enrolled in PAA. Will we get two Lifeline credits? 

No. There will be one credit per hOll-sehold.It will be given to the
 
person who is the customer of record with the utility company.
 

9.	 My wife is enrolled in PAA; I am not. Tae utility bill is in my name. 
Are we eligible for Lifeline? 

No. In order to be eligible, your wife would have to be the cust.omer 
of record with the utility company. 

If	 I have questions, who should I call?
 

Contact the Board of Public Utilities Hotline at (800) 242-6703.
 



ASSEl\iBL Y, No. 3526 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUC}~D .TtTLY 16, 197D 

By Assemblymen .JACKMAN, BUIu.,rrhlIK',PELLECCHIA, LIT

TELL, Assemblywomen KIER~j\N, McCONNELL, Assemblymen 

BROWN, DIDVF~RIN, BASSANO, L~~Sl'nAK, HURLEY, D. 

GALLO, BARRY, KAVANAUGH, "VEIDEL, SMITH, T-IARD

WICK, CHINNICI, DIFRANCESCO, :\lAGUIRE, ORECHIO, 

Assemblywoman BURGIO, Assemblymen REMINGTON, KERN, 

GIRGENTI, Assemblywoman MUHLI~]R, Assf'mblymen DO,Vn, 

SNED:B~KER, SAX'l'OX, nOYLF~, Xl'~,VI\rAN', P.AT1<~RO, KAR

CHER, Assembl:vwoman GARVIN, Ass('nthl~7m8n WORTFNA'l'O, 

FLYNN, VAN "VAGK}~R, THOl1PSO;~, 1\1 AYR, HOLL]1JNBl~CK, 

BURNS, CONrrILLO, VISOTCKY, Assemblywomen SCANLON, 

KALIK, Assemblymen SCHWARTZ, :MARTJl';, orl'LOWSKI, 

ADUBATO, CA1,I, CODEY, COST.B~LLO, PARCGLLI, T. GALLO, 

JANISZEWSKI, RAXD, SUHUCl(, GEWER'l'Z, GORMAN, 

STOCKMAN, Mc.MANIl\10N, lVLATTHillWS, Assemblywomen 

TOTARO, CROCE, AsscmblYlllPl1 RATE, BA:BJR,HERMAN, 

STEWART, CO,VAN and BORNHEJli\111JR 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT coneerning electric Hnd gas utilities, snpplementing Title 

48 of the Revised Statutes, making an appropriation and re

pealing P. L. 1977, e. 440. 

1 BE IT ENAc'rED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The Board of Public Utilitie:-; shall establish a program whicb 

2 shall be known as the" Lifeline Credit Program." 

1 2. Any residential electric or gas customer: a. who is currently 

2 enrolled in, or applies during the remainder of the 1979 calendar 

3 year and is found eligible for, thC' program of "Pharmaceutical 

4 Assistance to the Aged," established pursuant to P. L. 1975, 

5 c. 194 (C. 30 :4D-20 et seq.), as amended and supplemented; or, 

6 b. who is currently receiving, or who receives during the remainder 

7 of the 1979 oalendar year, benefits under the program of Supple

8 mental Security Income (P. L. 1973, c. 256, C. 44:7-85 et seq.), 
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9 shall be eligible for the "Lifeline Credit Program" established 

10 by this act. 

11 The Board of Public Utilities shall establish a schedule of eligi

12 ble customers who meet such qualifications. 

1 3. The "Lifeline Credit Program" sllall consist of a credit of 

2 $100.00 against the electric or gas utility bill of each eligible res i

3 dential electric or gas uustollier at his principal residence. Such 

4 credit shall be applied to the electric 01' gas utility bills of such 

5 customer as soon as lllay be practicable, but in no case later than 

6 the bills issued in October, 1979 or as t;oon thereafter as eligibility 

7 is determined, and shall be applied to each subsequent utility bill 

8 after the first until the full amount of Hle credit is exhausted. No 

9 household shall receive more than $100.00 l'I'edit. In tlle event that 

10 electric and gas are provided to the same customer by the sallle 

11 utility, a credit of $100.00 shall be applied to the combined bills 

12 from such utility. In the event that electric all<l gas are provided 

13 to the same customer by two separute utilities, a credit of $50.00 

14 shall be applied to the bilb from each such utility. 

1 4. Upon certification by the Pre"ident of the Board of Public
 

2 Utilities, the State Treasurer t;hall pal' to ecwlt electric and gas
 

3 utility the amount of tlle ci'edit provideJ lor (~ach eligible residen


4 tial customer sel'ved by such utility. The payments shall be made
 

5 pursuant to a :::;chedule appro'ved by tlJe Prc:::;ident and the Director
 

6 of the Division of Budget and Accounting and payments made for
 

7 unused credit shall be returned to the Casino Revenue ]1'und pu r


8 suant to a plan approved by thelll.
 

1 5. a. The Board of Public Utilities is autlJOrized to promulgate,
 

2 pursuant to law, such rule:::; and regulations as it ]]lay deem neces


3 sary to effectuate the purposes of this act.
 

4 b. The board shall be entitJed to call to its assistance, avail it 


5 self, or contract for the services of any State department, board,
 

6 bureau, commission, or agency it ]]lay deem necessary to implement
 

7 the provisions of this act.
 

1 6. Each electric and gas utilit~T shall, by Reparate notice, inform
 

2 each eligible residential customer of the "Lifeline Credit Pro


3 gram." The time of mailing and the content of such notice shall
 

4 be approved by the Board of Public Utilities.
 

1 7. The board shall submit a report on the" Lifeline Credit Pro


2 gram" to the Legislature on March 15, 1980, and annually there


3 after. Such report shall include, but shall not be limited to, a
 

4 summary of the implementation of the program, a study of its
 

5 impact. any recorIllnendations for its revision, and an estirnateof
 

6 the practicability and feasibility of expanding the program t.o in
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7 elude other needy residential electric and gas utility customers. 

8 The report shall also include an examination of alternatiye revenue 

9 sources to fund such a program. 

1 8. a. There is hereby appropriated to fund the" Lifeline Credit 

2 Program" for fiscal year 19HO, the sum of $32,000,000.00 froUl the 

3 revenues deposited in the Casino Revenue ll'und, as established 

4 in section 145 of P. L. 1977, (0. 110 (C:. 5:12--14:»). 

5 b. For the purposes of adlllinistering the provisiom; of this net 

6 until June 30, 1980, tLere is hereby appl'opriHted to the Board of 

7 Public Utilities the sum of $1,500,000.00 from the rennues depos·· 

8 ited in the Casino Revenue Fund. 

1 9. P. L. 1977, c. 440 (0. 48 :2-29.G et seq.) is repealed. 

1 10. This act shall take effect immediately but shall reuwin lll

2 operative until the enactment of P. L. 19 , c. , now pending 

3 before the Legislature as Assembly Hill ~ o. 331K 

STATEMENT 

This bill would estHblish a "Lifeline Credit Program" which 

would provide a $100.00 line of credit to be used to pa,v tlw utilit\· 

bills of each eligible customer. All utility customers who are in 

the P AA Program, 01' receive benefits from the SST Program, 

would qualify. 

The hill appropriates $32 million from the Casino Revenup Fund 

for tbe program. Thc utility serving each eligible cnstomer would 

establish a line of credit for hill!; the State would pay the utilit~· 

the amount of the credit. 

The "Lifeline Oredit Program" wHl h0 permanent. Each year, 

at the beginning of the deliberations of the Appropriations OOllJ

mittee on the annual budget, the Board of Public Utilities will 

report to the Legislature on the program, and will make recom

mendations on revising 01' expanding it. 



STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

August 23, 1979 
ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 3526 

To the General Assembly: 

Pursuant to Article V, Section I, Paragraph l4(b) of 

the Constitution, I herewith return Assembly Bill No. 3526, 

with my objections, for reconsideration. 

This bill would authorize the Board of Public Utilities 

to establish a "Lifeline Credit Program" which would provide 

a $100.00 line of credit to be used to pay the electric or 

gas utility bills of each eligible customer. 

Eligible customers are defined to include senior citizens 

who are eligible for Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged and 

persons who are receiving Supplemental Security Income. 

I believe that additional Social Security disabled 

persons, specifically those who satisfy the income 

eligibility requirements for the Pharmaceutical Assistance to 

the Aged program, should also be eligible for the lifeline 

utility credit program. I have set forth my reasons for ex

panding this program and for increasing the casino revenue 

tax which will support this program in the conditional veto 

message which accompanies my return of Assembly Bill No. 3318 

for reconsideration. 

In order to satisfy the additional fiscal requirements of 

an expanded program and to maintain an adequate operational 

margin, I believe that an additional $12 million should be ap

propriated for the "Lifeline Credit Program". I also believe 

that an additional $500,000 should be appropriated to cover the 

administrative costs of determining the eligibility of this 

expanded group of potentially eligible disabled persons. 

Accordingly, I recommend that A-3526 be amended as follows: 

Page 1, Section 2, Line 8: Insert "or c. who is defined 

as disabled pursuant to the federal Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 

section 4l6{i)) and satisfies the income eligibility requirements 

for the Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged program," 

Page 3, Section 8, ,Line -2: Delete "$32,000,000.00", insert 

"$44,000,000.00" 



STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
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Page 3, Section 8, Line 7: Delete 11$1,500,000.00 11 , insert 

112,000,000.00" 

Respectfully, 

/s/ Brendan Byrne 

GOVERNOR 

[seal] 

Attest: 

/s/ Harold L. Hodes 

Acting Chief of Staff, Secretary 
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fROM THE OFFICE Of THE GOVERNOR 

FOR n1}fEDIATE RELEASE FOR FURTIlE.R INFOR..~'\.IION 
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JULY 27. 1979 JOE SA.NTAl:~GELO 

Gqvernor Brendan Byrne today said that about 300.000 senior citizen 

hcuseholds and disabled persons will benefit from the proposed $100 Lifeline 

Utility Credit program that should become effective this }'all. 

Byrne said~ "This is a major first s'L:ep in meeting our commitment L, 

"p:~Gple of ;New J2rsey" on fi'Xed in:comes ~l1hohave dit"fictilty .payi'!.1g' the ~ost of 

rising heme heating and lighti-agcosts. 

"It-is by no means the' final solution~ but rather a-pilot program to 

addre~:;s the i'5IDediate problems of the coming Hinter and to give us the exper-J.'2::LC'\?" 

2-C:3. \Ede::.standing necessary to devising a more comprehensive long-range p'r:o~17am.H 

i:yrne noted that the previous lifeline legislatio!1 had not bec-:l flJ.r:v12J aLa. 

'-'D.,,; p.t'ocGc:ing no benefits. "The Democ.ratic Administr.ation vi to a bipdrris.21~~ 

legis2.ative e.ffort nou sees:=t progr,:n that is feasible, a prograFt that: cc.',u be [lJn:"·,~ 

,;,~l,01 a pr'.:>grc..:Lrt that wi;L_I produce be:lefits for citize.ns in New Jersey," sai it I~yI."E'. 

"If-lis program will mo.... e the lifeline prcgram off the mark and ~i.'J~ peap1" 

'):1'. f::i_xed in::ml1es $100 to",a:;:-d offsetting the inc.r~asing cost of 3.11 ut.ilit:l--=s," 

"This is nor a stepbacb,lards) but a step fo:n"arct. It is a Hay cf ~s~,,;,,:,<, 

,:h',.,s<':' on fixed incoilles ,,,ithout 2 major rest:..ucttu:ing of utility "'at0s that '';CUl.,) 
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