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Sponsor's statement: 

This bill is intended to provide a more realistic penalty for 
those who refuse to obey fire police who issue orders pursuant to 
the performance of their duties at fires. 
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CHAPTEPL,j-cJ_J _AWS OF N. J. 19,_2; 
APP,ROVI;~ . \1., r:2 7- 1'1 

SENATE, No. 285 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

J>RE-FILEDFOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 1978 SESSION 

By Senators EWING and FORAN 

AN ACT concerning penalties for failure to obey the orders 6f fire 

polioe assigned to l\:eerp order at fires, and 3Itnending R.' S. 

15:8-4. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the Sfate 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. R. S. 15:8-4 is llI~len<ied to. read as follows: 

2 15 :8--4. Any duly organized volunteer fire company may provide 

3 for the appointment of certain 'of its members to perform certain 

4 poli~e duties at fires and fire drills, for a term of office not exceed­

5 ing 5 years from the date of the appointment. 8uch members shall, 

6 before entering upon thoir duties, qualify by taking anel'subscribing 

7 an oath that the,y will justly, impartially and faithfully disoharge 

8 their duties according to the best of their ability and understanding. 

9 Said oath shall be administered by the municipal clerk and sub­

10 scribed to in duplicate. The original copy of said oath shall be 

11 filed with the municipal clerk and the copy thereof filed with the 

12 s.eoretary of the fire company making such appointment. 

13 After appointment a member shall be eligible as a fire police and 

14 shall have full power and authority to act as such an'ywhere in the 

15 county in which he is appointed or in any other county in which 

16 he is called upon to act. 

17 It shall be the duty of a member of the fire police to perform his 

18 duties under the supervision of the fire officer in charge of the 

19 fire or fire drill. 

20 The duties of said fire police subject to the supervision aforesaid 

21 shall be to: 

22 (1) Protect property and contents. 

23 (2) Establish and maintain fire lines. 

24 (3) Perform such traffic duties as necessary, from the fire sta­

25 tion to and at the vicinity of the fire, fire drill or other emergency 

26 call, U11Jtil the arrival of a duly authorizod police officer. 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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27 (4) In the absenoe of investigating .authorities, fire police shall 

28 investigate all cwuses of fires and preseflVe all evidence pertaining 

29 to questionable fire and turn evidence over to proper investigating 

30 autHorities-: 

31 (5 ) Wear the authorized .. fir.e police badge on the left breast of 

32 the outermost garment while on duty. 

33 Provided, however, nothing herein contairued shall give the fire 

34 police or any of, them, the right to sUp'~rsede a, duly authorized 

35 police officer. 

36 If any person shall unreasonably refUBe to obey the orders of the 

37 fire police such fire police. may: arrest him and keep him under 

38 m::.:relst..untiL the fire is extinguished or the drill completed. If the 

39 offender is forund guilty by a municipal court or county. district 

40 court, he shall be sentenced to pay a :fine not exceeding [$10.00] 

. 4L $2.f)~.o@ and!c(')£ts: 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill is intended.to provide a more realistic .penalty. for. those 

who refuse to obey fire police who issue. orders pursuant to the 

performance of their duties at fires. 



SENATE COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 285 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: FEBRUARY 14, 1978 

Senate Bill No. 285 would increase the maximum amount that a person 

refusing to obey fire police at a fire or drill could be fined from $10.00 

to $200.00. The current $10.00 fine was fixed by P. LI. 1884, c. 67. 

Fire police are appointed by volunteer fire companies to perform 

certain police duties at fires, and fire drills under the supervision of 

the fire officer in charge. The statute limits their authority in that they 

may not supercede a duly authorized police officer. Fire police are 

required to wear a fire police badge while on duty. 
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Co~e(nor Brendan Byrne today signed into l~~ the fol1o~lng bills: 
, 

5-285, sponsored by Senator John Ewin~ (~-S~~2rset) ~hich increases the 

:,3.XlHlUm. fine \-lhich can be iBposed on perSO:1S ref~3in& to obey fire police at a 

fire or fire drill. 

The bill increases the fine from $10 to $220. 

Fire police are appointed by volunteer £ir~ c02panies to p2r£o~ certai~ 

police duties at fires and fire drills under the supervision of t~e fire officer ," 

in charge. Their authority ~ay not supersece tb2t of a duly authorized police 

officer. 

A-483, sponsored by Assembl)~en John H. Proude (D-Middlese~) ~:hich eliminates 

o 
the requirement of" hand-holds on Dotorcycle seets designed to carry Dare than 

one person, except in instances Hhere hand-holds ere necessary to cO:J.ply 'nth federal 

regulat~ons. 

~~en the law requiring hand-holds "as enacted in 1967, it ~~s believed 
1 
hhey 'Here an added safety feature; but since the"C) the Rational Higln.;ay Traffic. 
~ 

tsafe~y Administration has declared that hand-holes on motorcycles are not ne~~ssary. 
~ 

A-S69, sponsored by AsseQol:;jTIan Ja2.es J. Barry, J"r. (R-Norris) lihich grants 

r.arine patrolmen in the Department of Enviro:L-:l2.ot2.1 Protection the S3.ii,e authority 

and enforcement powers operating on frozen lakes, ponds~ bays and other waters as 

they currently have over power vessels and other ~arine c.raft operating in non-frozen 

ers. 

A-604, spohsored by Asse8bl~{ocan Ja~e B~~gio (R-Essex) w~ich a~th0rizes 

and muni~.ipalities to est2.o1ish the position of -local historian. 

The historian will serve uitnout co~pensation at the pleas~re of the g07e~ning 

of the county or municipality, but can be reilJDursed, throllg:: approved 

or municipal appropri2tion) for any exp2ns~s incu~red uhil~ performing his 

~) 
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