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Sponsor's statement: 

This bill would allow Superior Court judges to 
solemnize marriages. 



CHAPTER s3.S).LAWS OF N. J. 19.22" 

APPROVED :J..::/.,,~ 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 3117 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 13, 1979 

By Assemblywoman BURGIO 

(Without Reference) 

AN ACT concerning the solemnization of marriages and amending 

R. S. 37 :1-13. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of 

2 New Jersey: 

1 1. Section 1 of R. S. 37 :1-13 is amended to read as follows: 

2 1. Each judge of a Federal district court, [judge of a county 

3 court,] magistrate of a municipal court, or any j~tdge of the 

4 superior court and any mayor, Or chairman of any township com

5 mittee or village president of this State, and every minister of 

6 every religion, and judgeR of the criminal judicial district courts in 

7 counties wherein such courts are or may be established, and judges 

8 of the juvenile and domeRtic relations courts in counties in w'hich 

9 such courts are or lllay be establisl18d, are hereby authorized to 

10 solemnize marriage bebi'een such persons as lllay lavvfully enter 

11 into the martimonial relation; and even' religious society, institu

12 tion or organization in this State may join together in marriag-e 

1~~ such persons as are members of such society, institution Or organi

14 zation, or when one of such persons is a member of such society, 

15 institution or organization, according to the rules and customs of 

16 the society, inRtitution or organization to which they or either of 

17 

1 

them belong. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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would 

STATEMENT 

allow superior court judges to solemnize 

EXPLANA'fION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill 
is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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FRml THE O::TICE OF TEE GOVER~OR 

HARCH 13, 1979 FOR FURTHER INFORHATIO~ 

FOR I~rr1EDIATE RELEASE PAT S~·;EENEY 

Governor Brendan Byrr-~ today signed A-31l7 permitting 

any Judge of the Superior Court to soleD~ize marriages. It also 

deletes County Court Judges fro~ the list of those officials authorized 

to solemnize marriages. 

The bill, sponsored by AsseRbly:;o8an Jane. Burgio (R-Essex), 

gives Superior Court Judges the authority previously held by 

County Court Judges. The County and Superior Courts were merged 

last year under a voter-approved state constitutional referendum. 

Since County Court Judges ~Jere able to solemnize marriages 

prior to the court merger, Superior Court Judges now will be authorized 

to do so. 
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