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P.L.2014, CHAPTER 18, approved July 10, 2014 
Assembly, No. 578 

 
 

AN ACT designating May of each year as “Military Appreciation 1 
Month” in New Jersey. 2 

 3 
WHEREAS, The freedom, peace, and security that citizens of the 4 

United States enjoy today are the direct results of the sacrifices and 5 
the continued vigilance of the members of the Armed Forces who 6 
selflessly serve to protect our nation, together with the sacrifices of 7 
the family members who support them; and 8 

WHEREAS, Congress designated May “National Military Appreciation 9 
Month” in 1999 to promote national awareness of the sacrifices that 10 
members of the United States Armed Forces have made in the past 11 
and continue to make every day in order to support the United 12 
States Constitution and to protect and preserve the freedoms and 13 
liberties that enrich this nation; and 14 

WHEREAS, Currently more than 7,000 active duty military personnel 15 
call the State of New Jersey their home, and more than 400,000 16 
military veterans have chosen to make our State their home after 17 
military service; and 18 

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Army National Guard and the New Jersey 19 
Air National Guard serve dual roles, protecting New Jerseyans from 20 
domestic threats and natural disasters and also serving in overseas 21 
military and humanitarian missions when called to federal active 22 
duty; and 23 

WHEREAS, This State is home to many military installations which 24 
perform major functions in the defense of the United States and 25 
which bring resources of personnel and equipment to any mission 26 
assigned to the Armed Forces of the United States, including Joint 27 
Base-McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, Naval Weapon Station-Earle, 28 
Picatinny Arsenal, and numerous United States Coast Guard duty 29 
stations; and 30 

WHEREAS, It is appropriate to emphasize the importance of the service 31 
by the members of United States Armed Forces, past and present, to 32 
all persons in the United States, and to underscore the vital support 33 
and encouragement that their families have made in securing and 34 
protecting the freedoms that citizens of this State and the nation 35 
enjoy today; and 36 

WHEREAS, The observance of events during the month of May 37 
recognizing and honoring the contributions and sacrifices of the 38 
brave men and women of our Armed Forces, both past and present, 39 
and their families is a tangible and highly effective way to sustain 40 
morale and improve the quality of life in New Jersey for these 41 
valiant individuals; now, therefore, 42 



 
A578 

2 
 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of 1 
New Jersey: 2 

 3 
 1. a.  The month of May of every year is hereby designated as 4 
“Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey.  All citizens and 5 
residents of this State are encouraged to recognize, honor, and show 6 
appreciation to all members of the United States Armed Forces, past 7 
and present, as well as their families. 8 
 b. The Governor shall annually issue a proclamation declaring 9 
May of every year as “Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey 10 
and, with the Legislature, call upon the citizens of this State to 11 
recognize this month with appropriate activities, programs, and 12 
events. 13 
 14 
 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 15 
 16 
 17 

                                 18 
 19 

 Designates May of each year “Military Appreciation Month” in 20 
New Jersey.  21 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 2/25/2014) 

ASSEMBLY, No. 578  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
216th LEGISLATURE 

   
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2014 SESSION 

 
 

Sponsored by: 
Assemblywoman  GABRIELA M. MOSQUERA 
District 4 (Camden and Gloucester) 
Assemblyman  PAUL D. MORIARTY 
District 4 (Camden and Gloucester) 
Assemblyman  WAYNE P. DEANGELO 
District 14 (Mercer and Middlesex) 
Assemblywoman  ALISON LITTELL MCHOSE 
District 24 (Morris, Sussex and Warren) 
 

Co-Sponsored by: 
Assemblywomen Riley, Gove, Assemblyman Johnson, Assemblywoman 
Simon, Assemblymen Eustace, Rumana, Space, Coughlin, Diegnan, Benson 
and Wilson 
 
 
 

 
SYNOPSIS 
 Designates May of each year “Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey.  
 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  
 Introduced Pending Technical Review by Legislative Counsel 
    



 
A578 MOSQUERA, MORIARTY 

2 
 

 

AN ACT designating May of each year as “Military Appreciation 1 
Month” in New Jersey. 2 

 3 
WHEREAS, The freedom, peace, and security that citizens of the 4 

United States enjoy today are the direct results of the sacrifices and 5 
the continued vigilance of the members of the Armed Forces who 6 
selflessly serve to protect our nation, together with the sacrifices of 7 
the family members who support them; and 8 

WHEREAS, Congress designated May “National Military Appreciation 9 
Month” in 1999 to promote national awareness of the sacrifices that 10 
members of the United States Armed Forces have made in the past 11 
and continue to make every day in order to support the United 12 
States Constitution and to protect and preserve the freedoms and 13 
liberties that enrich this nation; and 14 

WHEREAS, Currently more than 7,000 active duty military personnel 15 
call the State of New Jersey their home, and more than 400,000 16 
military veterans have chosen to make our State their home after 17 
military service; and 18 

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Army National Guard and the New Jersey 19 
Air National Guard serve dual roles, protecting New Jerseyans from 20 
domestic threats and natural disasters and also serving in overseas 21 
military and humanitarian missions when called to federal active 22 
duty; and 23 

WHEREAS, This State is home to many military installations which 24 
perform major functions in the defense of the United States and 25 
which bring resources of personnel and equipment to any mission 26 
assigned to the Armed Forces of the United States, including Joint 27 
Base-McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, Naval Weapon Station-Earle, 28 
Picatinny Arsenal, and numerous United States Coast Guard duty 29 
stations; and 30 

WHEREAS, It is appropriate to emphasize the importance of the service 31 
by the members of United States Armed Forces, past and present, to 32 
all persons in the United States, and to underscore the vital support 33 
and encouragement that their families have made in securing and 34 
protecting the freedoms that citizens of this State and the nation 35 
enjoy today; and 36 

WHEREAS, The observance of events during the month of May 37 
recognizing and honoring the contributions and sacrifices of the 38 
brave men and women of our Armed Forces, both past and present, 39 
and their families is a tangible and highly effective way to sustain 40 
morale and improve the quality of life in New Jersey for these 41 
valiant individuals; now, therefore, 42 

 43 
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of 44 

New Jersey: 45 



 
A578 MOSQUERA, MORIARTY 

3 
 

 

 1. a.  The month of May of every year is hereby designated as 1 
“Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey.  All citizens and 2 
residents of this State are encouraged to recognize, honor, and show 3 
appreciation to all members of the United States Armed Forces, past 4 
and present, as well as their families. 5 
 b. The Governor shall annually issue a proclamation declaring 6 
May of every year as “Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey 7 
and, with the Legislature, call upon the citizens of this State to 8 
recognize this month with appropriate activities, programs, and 9 
events. 10 
 11 
 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 12 
 13 
 14 

STATEMENT 15 
 16 
 This bill designates May of each year as “Military Appreciation 17 
Month” in the State of New Jersey to recognize and honor the 18 
contributions and sacrifices of all members of the United States 19 
Armed Forces, both past and present, as well as their families who 20 
provide vital support and encouragement to the members of the 21 
Armed Forces. 22 
 The bill also provides that the Governor annually issue a 23 
proclamation declaring the month of May as “Military Appreciation 24 
Month” and calling upon the citizens of this State to recognize this 25 
day with appropriate activities, programs, and events. 26 



ASSEMBLY MILITARY AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE 

 
STATEMENT TO  

 

ASSEMBLY, No. 578  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  FEBRUARY 24, 2014 
 
 The Assembly Military and Veterans' Affairs Committee reports 
favorably Assembly, No. 578. 
 This bill designates May of each year as “Military Appreciation 
Month” in the State of New Jersey to recognize and honor the 
contributions and sacrifices of all members of the United States Armed 
Forces, both past and present, as well as their families who provide 
vital support and encouragement to the members of the Armed Forces. 
 The bill also provides that the Governor annually issue a 
proclamation declaring the month of May as “Military Appreciation 
Month” and calling upon the citizens of this State to recognize this day 
with appropriate activities, programs, and events. 
 This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 2014-2015 session 
pending technical review.  As reported, the bill includes the changes 
required by technical review, which has been performed. 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 6/24/2014) 

ASSEMBLY, No. 578  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
216th LEGISLATURE 

   
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2014 SESSION 

 
 

Sponsored by: 
Assemblywoman  GABRIELA M. MOSQUERA 
District 4 (Camden and Gloucester) 
Assemblyman  PAUL D. MORIARTY 
District 4 (Camden and Gloucester) 
Assemblyman  WAYNE P. DEANGELO 
District 14 (Mercer and Middlesex) 
Assemblywoman  ALISON LITTELL MCHOSE 
District 24 (Morris, Sussex and Warren) 
Assemblywoman  SHAVONDA E. SUMTER 
District 35 (Bergen and Passaic) 
Assemblyman  BOB ANDRZEJCZAK 
District 1 (Atlantic, Cape May and Cumberland) 
Assemblyman  LOUIS D. GREENWALD 
District 6 (Burlington and Camden) 
Assemblyman  JAY WEBBER 
District 26 (Essex, Morris and Passaic) 
 

Co-Sponsored by: 
Assemblywomen Riley, Gove, Assemblyman Johnson, Assemblywoman 
Simon, Assemblymen Eustace, Rumana, Space, Coughlin, Diegnan, 
Benson, Wilson, Giblin, Assemblywomen Vainieri Huttle, Lampitt, Pinkin, 
Jimenez, Assemblymen C.A.Brown, Ciattarelli, Russo, Assemblywomen 
Casagrande, Angelini, Assemblyman S.Kean, Assemblywomen Schepisi, 
B.DeCroce, Assemblymen Dancer, Clifton, C.J.Brown, Assemblywoman 
Rodriguez-Gregg, Assemblymen Rumpf, McGuckin, Peterson, 
Assemblywoman N.Munoz, Assemblyman McKeon, Senators A.R.Bucco, 
Bateman, Gordon, Greenstein, Oroho, Pou and Ruiz 
 
 
 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 Designates May of each year “Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey.  
 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  
 As reported by the Assembly Military and Veterans' Affairs Committee with 
technical review. 
    



 
A578 MOSQUERA, MORIARTY 

2 
 

 

AN ACT designating May of each year as “Military Appreciation 1 
Month” in New Jersey. 2 

 3 
WHEREAS, The freedom, peace, and security that citizens of the 4 

United States enjoy today are the direct results of the sacrifices and 5 
the continued vigilance of the members of the Armed Forces who 6 
selflessly serve to protect our nation, together with the sacrifices of 7 
the family members who support them; and 8 

WHEREAS, Congress designated May “National Military Appreciation 9 
Month” in 1999 to promote national awareness of the sacrifices that 10 
members of the United States Armed Forces have made in the past 11 
and continue to make every day in order to support the United 12 
States Constitution and to protect and preserve the freedoms and 13 
liberties that enrich this nation; and 14 

WHEREAS, Currently more than 7,000 active duty military personnel 15 
call the State of New Jersey their home, and more than 400,000 16 
military veterans have chosen to make our State their home after 17 
military service; and 18 

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Army National Guard and the New Jersey 19 
Air National Guard serve dual roles, protecting New Jerseyans from 20 
domestic threats and natural disasters and also serving in overseas 21 
military and humanitarian missions when called to federal active 22 
duty; and 23 

WHEREAS, This State is home to many military installations which 24 
perform major functions in the defense of the United States and 25 
which bring resources of personnel and equipment to any mission 26 
assigned to the Armed Forces of the United States, including Joint 27 
Base-McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, Naval Weapon Station-Earle, 28 
Picatinny Arsenal, and numerous United States Coast Guard duty 29 
stations; and 30 

WHEREAS, It is appropriate to emphasize the importance of the service 31 
by the members of United States Armed Forces, past and present, to 32 
all persons in the United States, and to underscore the vital support 33 
and encouragement that their families have made in securing and 34 
protecting the freedoms that citizens of this State and the nation 35 
enjoy today; and 36 

WHEREAS, The observance of events during the month of May 37 
recognizing and honoring the contributions and sacrifices of the 38 
brave men and women of our Armed Forces, both past and present, 39 
and their families is a tangible and highly effective way to sustain 40 
morale and improve the quality of life in New Jersey for these 41 
valiant individuals; now, therefore, 42 

 43 
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of 44 

New Jersey: 45 



 
A578 MOSQUERA, MORIARTY 

3 
 

 

 1. a.  The month of May of every year is hereby designated as 1 
“Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey.  All citizens and 2 
residents of this State are encouraged to recognize, honor, and show 3 
appreciation to all members of the United States Armed Forces, past 4 
and present, as well as their families. 5 
 b. The Governor shall annually issue a proclamation declaring 6 
May of every year as “Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey 7 
and, with the Legislature, call upon the citizens of this State to 8 
recognize this month with appropriate activities, programs, and 9 
events. 10 
 11 
 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 12 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 6/27/2014) 

SENATE, No. 2240  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
216th LEGISLATURE 

   
INTRODUCED JUNE 19, 2014 

 
 

Sponsored by: 
Senator  ANTHONY R. BUCCO 
District 25 (Morris and Somerset) 
 
Co-Sponsored by: 
Senators Bateman, Gordon, Greenstein, Oroho, Pou, Ruiz and Whelan 
 
 

 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 Designates May of each year “Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey.  
 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  
 As introduced. 
    



 
S2240 A.R.BUCCO 

2 
 

 

AN ACT designating May of each year as “Military Appreciation 1 
Month” in New Jersey. 2 

 3 
WHEREAS, The freedom, peace, and security that citizens of the 4 

United States enjoy today are the direct results of the sacrifices and 5 
the continued vigilance of the members of the Armed Forces who 6 
selflessly serve to protect our nation, together with the sacrifices of 7 
the family members who support them; and 8 

WHEREAS, Congress designated May “National Military Appreciation 9 
Month” in 1999 to promote national awareness of the sacrifices that 10 
members of the United States Armed Forces have made in the past 11 
and continue to make every day in order to support the United 12 
States Constitution and to protect and preserve the freedoms and 13 
liberties that enrich this nation; and 14 

WHEREAS, Currently more than 7,000 active duty military personnel 15 
call the State of New Jersey their home, and more than 400,000 16 
military veterans have chosen to make our State their home after 17 
military service; and 18 

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Army National Guard and the New Jersey 19 
Air National Guard serve dual roles, protecting New Jerseyans from 20 
domestic threats and natural disasters and also serving in overseas 21 
military and humanitarian missions when called to federal active 22 
duty; and 23 

WHEREAS, This State is home to many military installations which 24 
perform major functions in the defense of the United States and 25 
which bring resources of personnel and equipment to any mission 26 
assigned to the Armed Forces of the United States, including Joint 27 
Base-McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, Naval Weapon Station-Earle, 28 
Picatinny Arsenal, and numerous United States Coast Guard duty 29 
stations; and 30 

WHEREAS, It is appropriate to emphasize the importance of the service 31 
by the members of United States Armed Forces, past and present, to 32 
all persons in the United States, and to underscore the vital support 33 
and encouragement that their families have made in securing and 34 
protecting the freedoms that citizens of this State and the nation 35 
enjoy today; and 36 

WHEREAS, The observance of events during the month of May 37 
recognizing and honoring the contributions and sacrifices of the 38 
brave men and women of our Armed Forces, both past and present, 39 
and their families is a tangible and highly effective way to sustain 40 
morale and improve the quality of life in New Jersey for these 41 
valiant individuals; now, therefore, 42 

 43 
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of 44 

New Jersey: 45 
 46 
 1. a.  The month of May of every year is hereby designated as 47 
“Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey.  All citizens and 48 



 
S2240 A.R.BUCCO 

3 
 

 

residents of this State are encouraged to recognize, honor, and show 1 
appreciation to all members of the United States Armed Forces, past 2 
and present, as well as their families. 3 
 b. The Governor shall annually issue a proclamation declaring 4 
May of every year as “Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey 5 
and, with the Legislature, call upon the citizens of this State to 6 
recognize this month with appropriate activities, programs, and 7 
events. 8 
 9 
 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 10 
 11 
 12 

STATEMENT 13 
 14 

 This bill designates May of each year as “Military Appreciation 15 
Month” in the State of New Jersey to recognize and honor the 16 
contributions and sacrifices of all members of the United States 17 
Armed Forces, both past and present, as well as their families who 18 
provide vital support and encouragement to the members of the 19 
Armed Forces. 20 
 The bill also provides that the Governor annually issue a 21 
proclamation declaring the month of May as “Military Appreciation 22 
Month” and calling upon the citizens of this State to recognize this 23 
day with appropriate activities, programs, and events. 24 



  

(Sponsorship Updated As Of: 5/13/2014) 

SENATE, No. 1607  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
216th LEGISLATURE 

 
INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 27, 2014 

 
 

Sponsored by: 
Senator  ANTHONY R. BUCCO 
District 25 (Morris and Somerset) 
Senator  JAMES BEACH 
District 6 (Burlington and Camden) 
 
Co-Sponsored by: 
Senators Whelan, Allen, Beck, Oroho and Madden 
 
 

 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 Designates May of each year “Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey. 
 

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  
 As introduced. 
 



 
S1607 A.R.BUCCO, BEACH 

2 
 

 

AN ACT designating May of each year as “Military Appreciation 1 
Month” in New Jersey. 2 

 3 
WHEREAS, The freedom, peace, and security that citizens of the 4 

United States enjoy today are the direct results of the sacrifices and 5 
the continued vigilance of the members of the Armed Forces who 6 
selflessly serve to protect our nation, together with the sacrifices of 7 
the family members who support them; and 8 

WHEREAS, Congress designated May “National Military Appreciation 9 
Month” in 1999 to promote national awareness of the sacrifices that 10 
members of the United States Armed Forces have made in the past 11 
and continue to make every day in order to support the United 12 
States Constitution and to protect and preserve the freedoms and 13 
liberties that enrich this nation; and 14 

WHEREAS, Currently more than 7,000 active duty military personnel 15 
call the State of New Jersey their home, and more than 400,000 16 
military veterans have chosen to make our State their home after 17 
military service; and 18 

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Army National Guard and the New Jersey 19 
Air National Guard serve dual roles, protecting New Jerseyans from 20 
domestic threats and natural disasters and also serving in overseas 21 
military and humanitarian missions when called to federal active 22 
duty; and 23 

WHEREAS, This State is home to many military installations which 24 
perform major functions in the defense of the United States and 25 
which bring resources of personnel and equipment to any mission 26 
assigned to the Armed Forces of the United States, including Joint 27 
Base-McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, Naval Weapon Station-Earle, 28 
Picatinny Arsenal, and numerous United States Coast Guard duty 29 
stations; and 30 

WHEREAS, It is appropriate to emphasize the importance of the service 31 
by the members of United States Armed Forces, past and present, to 32 
all persons in the United States, and to underscore the vital support 33 
and encouragement that their families have made in securing and 34 
protecting the freedoms that citizens of this State and the nation 35 
enjoy today; and 36 

WHEREAS, The observance of events during the month of May 37 
recognizing and honoring the contributions and sacrifices of the 38 
brave men and women of our Armed Forces, both past and present, 39 
and their families is a tangible and highly effective way to sustain 40 
morale and improve the quality of life in New Jersey for these 41 
valiant individuals; now, therefore, 42 

 43 
 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 44 
of New Jersey: 45 
 46 
 1. a.  The month of May of every year is hereby designated as 47 
“Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey.  All citizens and 48 



 
S1607 A.R.BUCCO, BEACH 

3 
 

 

residents of this State are encouraged to recognize, honor, and show 1 
appreciation to all members of the United States Armed Forces, past 2 
and present, as well as their families. 3 
 b. The Governor shall annually issue a proclamation declaring 4 
May of every year as “Military Appreciation Month” in New Jersey 5 
and, with the Legislature, call upon the citizens of this State to 6 
recognize this month with appropriate activities, programs, and 7 
events. 8 
 9 
 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 10 
 11 
 12 

STATEMENT 13 
 14 
 This bill designates May of each year as “Military Appreciation 15 
Month” in the State of New Jersey to recognize and honor the 16 
contributions and sacrifices of all members of the United States 17 
Armed Forces, both past and present, as well as their families, who 18 
provide vital support and encouragement to the members of the 19 
Armed Forces. 20 
 The bill also provides that the Governor issue a proclamation 21 
declaring the month of May of every year as “Military Appreciation 22 
Month” and calling upon the citizens of this State to recognize this 23 
day with appropriate activities, programs, and events. 24 



SENATE MILITARY AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE 

 
STATEMENT TO  

 

SENATE, No. 1607  
 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

DATED:  MARCH 24, 2014 
 
 The Senate Military and Veterans Affairs Committee reports 
favorably Senate Bill No. 1607. 
 This bill designates May of each year as “Military Appreciation 
Month” in the State of New Jersey to recognize and honor the 
contributions and sacrifices of all members of the United States Armed 
Forces, both past and present, as well as their families, who provide 
vital support and encouragement to the members of the Armed Forces. 
 The bill also provides that the Governor issue a proclamation 
declaring the month of May of every year as “Military Appreciation 
Month” and calling upon the citizens of this State to recognize this 
month with appropriate activities, programs, and events. 
 Senate Bill No. 1607 is identical to Assembly Bill No. 578 of the 
2014-2015 session. 



11/16/2016 Office of the Governor I Newsroom 

NJ Home I Services A to Z I Departments/Agencies I FAQ 

Search All of NJ 

Home Newsroom Media Administration NJ's Priorities Contact Us 

Press Rel eases Publi c Add resse s Execut ive Orders Press Kit Rep orts 

Home > Newsroom > Press Releases > 2014 > Acting Governor Kim Guadagno Signs Legislation Designating May of Each Year "Military Appreciation Month" Across New Jersey 

Stay ConnectedActing Governor Kim Guadagno Signs Legislation Designating with Social Media 

May of Each Year "Military Appreciation Month" Across New 
Jersey 

Thursday, July 10,2014 Tags: BillAction Stay Connected 
with Email Alerts ' 

l. I KE THIS PAGE? SH ARE IT 
W ITH YOUR FRI ENDS . 

:0 SHARE II ., 

Trenton, NJ - Reaffirming the collective support and appreciation all New Jerseyans share for the brave men and
 

women in uniform, Acting Govemor Kim Guadagno today signed legislation in Middletown to officially designate May
 
as "Military Appreciation Month" across the state,
 

The bill (A-578) passed unanimously in both houses of the state Legislature, 

"Honoring the heroism and sacrifice of our military 'members is the ultimate bipartisan issue ," said Acting Governor
 
Guadagno. "Our men and women in uniform risk everything to guarantee our freedom and security, We must never
 
waver in our commitment to remember their service and instill the lessons of their lives in the next generation . Thanks
 

to this legislation , we can all join together as New Jerseyans to show our appreciation throughout May of every year 
from this point forward." 

New Jersey is home to approximately 425,000 veterans, with another 73,000 combined armed services and civ ilian
 

personnel currently employed across the state's military bases and U.S. Coast Guard installations. Today's bill signing
 

marks the latest chapter in the Christie Administration's ongoing efforts not only to honor active military service
 

members , but also to ensure that they are afforded a seamless transition back into civilian life and quality jobs upon
 

their retum home.
 

"Throughout our nation's history, the brave men and women of our Armed Forces have honorably and faithfully served
 
to protect the freedoms we enjoy as Americans," said Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff , the Adjutant General for the New
 

Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs. "Military Appreciation Month will reinforce the important role our
 

Armed Forces play in safeguarding our country and will ensure the sacrifices of so many will never be forgotten,"
 

Following the bill signing , Acting Governor Guadagno led members of the New Jersey Military Installation Growth and
 
Development Task Force (Task Force) on its latest outreach visit to Naval Weapons Station Earle in Monmouth
 
County. This is the third such stop to date since the Task Force's organization in early May, following previous stops
 

at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst and Picatinny Arsenal.
 

Created through Executive Orders Nos, 134 and 154, the Task Force is charged with forging an effective blueprint for
 
securing the long-term growth and viability of New Jersey's military bases and U,S. Coast Guard installations, These
 

critical responsibilities include : organizing a broad-based coalition supportive of the state's military bases , assisting in
 
the economic fortification of New Jersey's military installations , and ensuring alignment of base missions with larger
 

Department of Defense priorities ,
 

"The message we bring to Naval Weapons Station Earle is the same as in previous stops, as well those to follow,"
 
added Acting Governor Guadagno. "Our Administration is committed to creating an environment where New Jersey's
 

military installations can meet tomorrow's challenges and thrive for years to come . This is not only critical to our
 
overall economy and quality of life , but for sustaining a tremendous source of statewide pride as well. The Task Force
 

will do everything in its power to secure New Jersey's legacy as a force for supporting America's military and its larger
 

national security ." 

Located in two unique sections of Monmouth County , Naval Weapons Station Earle is home to a diverse tenant base
 
and handles, stores , transports, renovates and issues a wide array of naval weapons and ammunition. Including direct
 
and in-direct impacts, it is estimated that the facility supports over 300 jobs and adds more than $32 million annually
 

to New Jersey's economy. 

To complement the Task Force's efforts, the Christie Administration's Fiscal Year 2015 budget includes a $200,000
 
appropriation to the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs to further efforts to safeguard New Jersey's military
 

installations from any future rounds of federal base realignment and closure designations.
 

Chaired by Acting Govemor Guadagno, the Task Force is comprised of experienced members from across the
 

military, govemment and the private sector, including : Brig. Gen. Cunniff, former Congressman Jim Saxton , Michele
 

Brown, Chief Executive Officer of the Economic Development Authority, Tracye McDaniel , Pres ident and CEO of
 

Choose New Jersey , and Paul Boudreau, President of the Morris County Chamber of Commerce.
 

Primary sponsors of A-578 include Assemblymembers Gabriela Mosquera (D-Camden, Gloucester), Paul Moriarty (0
Camden, Gloucester), Wayne DeAngelo (D-Mercer, Middlesex), Alison Littell McHose (R-Sussex, Morris, Warren),
 

Shavonda Sumter (D-Bergen, Passaic), Bob Andrzejczak (D-Cape May, Atlantic , Cumberland), Louis Greenwald (0

Burlington , Camden), 'and Jay Webber (R-Essex, Morris, Passaic), and Senator Anthony Bucco (R-Morris, Somerset).
 

Press Contact:
 
Michael Drewniak
 
Kevin Roberts
 
609-777-2600
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