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APPI~O VED L.:J2;;::JiJ ~ 

SENATE, No. 1225 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

IN'1'RODUCED APRIL 21, 1980 

By Senators HAMILTON, D"WYJ£R, WEISS, .J. RUSSO, DODD, 

ZANI~, SKJ£VIN and DUMONT 

Referred to Committee on JUdiciary 

A.. SUPPLRMENT to ".An act providi ng- for tJle compelHng of evidence 

from certaill persons in criminal proceedings and for the granting 

of immunity to such persons from the use of such evidence against 

them in certain cases," aTlproved July 19, 1968 (P. L. ] 968, c. 

195; C. 2A :81-17.3). 

BE IT ENACTED bJ! the Senate and General Assembl,Y of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. The AttoI'ne:v Grneral shall inell1de in his annual report to the 

2 (}overuoI' and Legislature, made pursuant to section 15 of P. L. 

:j 1970, c. 74 (C. 52 :17B-lll) a report on the applicati on of this act. 

4 '1'he report shall contaill : 

;) a. '1'he llumber of persons to whom immunity was granted or 

() approved; 

7 h. '1'he number of i lldictments dismissed as a result of the grant­

S ing or approval of inmnlllity and the nature of the charges included 

9 therein; 

10 e. The number of convictions ohtained in cases in which a person 

11 or pt~rSOllS had inlllnlllity granted to them or approved; 

12 d. rrhe number of per80W; adjllged in contempt for refusal to tes­

lR tify as a result of a grant or approval of immunity; 

14 e. 'l'he llum})er of perSOllS committed to jail as a result of an 

15 adjudication of contempt in suhsection d. above; 

16 f. '1'he number of persons who have purged themselves after being 

17 committed to jail; 

18 g. Such other information as the Attorney General deems appro~ 

19 priate. 

20 'rhe Attorney General shall report on such aspects of the opera­

21 tion of this act as he deems appropriate including any recommenda­

22 tions he may care to make as to legislative changes or improvements 

23 to effectuate the purposes of this act and to assure and protect 

24 individual rights and the rights of the citizenry of New Jersey. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately but the first report shall 

2 not be due in less than 3 months following enactment. 
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STATEMENT 

'rho granting- of immunity from prosecution to persons suspected 

or cllarr.:p,(1 with violations of the criminal law has become a 

recog'n ized part of New Jersey's criminal jurisprudence. The im­

munity law represents a recognition that in some cases persons 

who haV0 conmlitted violations of the law have to be, used as 

witnesses against others more culpable and tllat frequently such 

testimony cannot be obtained, in light of constitutional provisions 

ag'ainst compelled self-incrimination, unless immunity is granted 

from prosecution for violations disclosed by such testimony. The 

1aw speks to prevent almses by way of improvident, hasty and 

unwarranted grants of immunity by requiring that the Attorney 

General oj' count,\' prosecutor obtain a court order befm'p obtaining 

tIle testimony alld conferring' immunity on any person. 

Yet, at the presclIt time, there is no source of information that 

provides a ratiomtl basis for leg-islative review to insure that the 

power to gT,wt immunity is not abused. This bill seeks to provide 

informatioll for making all informed legislative judgment on the 

matter by requiring all anJlual report Oll several matters designed 

to IWTlllit all obje~~ti\'e m'aluatioll of the effectiveness of the graJlt­

illg ofimmullity and the man fler in which the law is being utilized 

by the Attorney General and the cOUllty prosecutors. 
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STATEMENT 

The granting of immunity from prosecution to persons suspected 

or chargeo with yjolations of the criminal law has become a 

recognized part of New Jersey's criminal jurisprudence. The im­

munity lav,- represents a recog'nition that in some cases persons 

who haye committed violations of the law have to be used as 

witnesses against others more culpable and that frequently such 

testim011~r callnot be obtained, in light of constitutional provisions 

against compelleo :'f'lf-incriminatiOJJ, unless immunity is granted 

from prosecution for violations disclosed by such testimony. The 

law sepks to prevent ahuses by way of improvident, hasty and 

uuwarranted graJlts of immunity by requiring that the Attorney 

General or eoullt~- prosecutor ohtain a conrt order hefore obtaining 

the testilllollY au(l conferring immunity OJ! any perSOll. 

Yet, at the present time, there is no source of information that 

provides a rational uasis for legislative review to insure that the 

power to gnUlt immunity is not ahused. This hill seeks to provide 

information for Inaking all informed legislative judgment on the 

matter hy requiring' all annual report on several matters oesigned 

to permit all olljectiYe evaluatiOJI of the effectiveness of the grant­

iug of immunity and the manner in which the law is heing utilized 

by the Attorney GeJJeral and the county proseeutors. 
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SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 1225 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
• 

DATED: MAY 1, 1980 

Senate Bill No. 1225 would require the Attorney General to include 

in his annual report the fol1owing information about grants of immunity 

from prosecution in return fOl> testimony against other individuals: 

1. The number of persons to whom immunity was granted or 

approved; 

2. The number of indictments dismissed as the result of granting 

or approval of immunity a,nd the nature of the charges; 

i3. The number of persons adjudged III comtempt for refusal to 

testify after being granted immunity; 

4. The number of persons jailed as the result of an adjudication 

of contempt for refusal to testify after being granted immunity; and 

5. The number of persons who relented 'and testified after being 

jailed for contempt for refusal to testify after being granted immunity. 



FRml THS OFF ICE OF TIlE C:OVER.."lOR 

rOi~ n:;.mDL\TE RELEASE FOR FURTHER INFOH~~TION 

JNWA}~Y 14, 1981 

Governor Brendan Byrne has signed the following bills: 

5-1225, sponsored by Senator WilliDm J~ Hamilton, Jr. (D-Middlesex), 

which· will require the Attorney General to include in his annual report 

to th2 Governor and the Legislature- s tatis tica 1 information pertaining to 

f;rants of immunity. 

The information required includes:
 

--The number of persons to whum irrjll'_mity vias granted or approved;
 

---The number of indictments d.i.sm.i.ssc~d as a result of the gr.?ntlng
 

or approval of inrrnuni.ty and the nature ;Jf the charges included therein; 

--The number of convictions obtained in cases in which a person or 

persons had inUllunity granted to them or approval; 

--The number of persons C1djuJged in contempt for refusal to t.estify 

as a result of a grant or approval of immunity; 

--The number of persons committed to jail as a result of em 

adjudication of contempt in subsection above; 

--The number of persons who have purged themselves after being 

com:nitted to jail; 

--Such other iniormation as the Attorney General deems appropriate. 

~_-:::.L2~:~~,sponsDLcd by Sen'1tor Carmen A. Ort:~clli.'.1 CD-Essex), which Hill 

pt.:rmit certain salary increases to all county electiun board members and tl' 

th~ corfLTnissioners of rE:~gistration in Hudson, Essex, and Bergen Counties at 

th..: dtscrction of the respective county governing bodies. 

All incH,as~J cost~; of Ud,; b:i II Hl] 1 ,)(; born.; by the (:~)ul\t:ies but the 

Lncreases are not fll<.1nd"t'Jry. The last increaSe [or lJuanl mCTnbe.rs was in 1975. 
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