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ASSEMBL Y, No. 1226 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 28, 1980 

By Assemblymen EDWARDS, KERN, CARDINALE, MARKERT, 

PAOLELLA and KOSCO 

Referred to Committee on Education 

AN ACT concerning the "Public School Contracts Law," and 

amending s'edions 18A :18A-3, 18A :18A-4, 18A :18A-7, 

18A :18A-8, and 18A :18A--18 of the New Jersey Statutes. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. N. J. S. 18A :18A-3 is amended to read as follows: 

2 18A :18A-3. PUrlJhases, contracts and agre.ements not requiring 

3 advertising. Any purchase, contract or ag,reement for the perform­

4 ance of any work or the furnishing or hiring of materials or sup­

5 plies, the cost or price of which, together with any other sums 

6 expended or foreseeably to be expended for the performance of 

7 any work or services in connection with the s'ame project or the 

8 furni'shing of similar materials or supplies during the same fisca1 

9 year paid with or out of school funds, does not exceed the total sum 

10 of [$2,500.00] $4,600.00 in the fiscal year or, in the case of purchase,s 

11 that are not annually recurring, in a period of 1 year may be 

12 made, negotiated and awarded by a contracting agent when so 

13 authorized by resolution of the board of education without public 

14 advertising for bids and bidding therefor. 

1 2. N. J. S. 18A :18A-4 is amended to read as follows: 

2 18A :18A-4. Contracts and agreements requiring. advertising. 

3 Every contract or agreement for the performance of any work or 

4 the furnishing or hiring of any materials or supplies, the cos't or 

5 the contract price whereof is to be paid with or out of school funds, 

6 not included within the terms of N. J. S. 18A :18A-3, shall be made 

7 and awarded only by the board of education after public advertising 

8 for bids and bidding therefor, except as is' providM otherwise in 

9 this chapter or specifically by any other law. 
EXPLANATION-MaUer enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thusl in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omiUed in the law. 



10 No work, materials or supplies shall he undertaken, acquin:~c1 

2 

11 or furnished for a sum exceeding in the aggreg'ate [$2,500.00] 

12 $4,500.00 except by contract or agreement. 

1 3. N~ J. S. 18A:18A-7 is' amended to read as follows: 

2 18A :18A-7. Emergency purchases and contracts. Any purchase, 

3 contra~t OT agreement may be made, negotiated or awarded for a 

4 board of education without 11ublic advertising for bids and bidding 

5 therefor notwithstanding that the cost or contract price will exceed 

6 [$2,500.00] $4,500.00 when an emergency affecting the health or 

7 safety of occupants of school property requires the immediate de­

S livery of the articles or the performance of the service, provided 

9 that the awarding or making of such purchases, contracts or agree­

10 ments are made in the following manner: 

11 a. A written requisition for the performance of such work or 

12 labor, or the furnishing of materials, supplies or services is filed 

13 with the contracting agent or his deputy in charge describing the 

14 nature of the emergency, the time of its occurrence and the need 

15 for invoking this section, certified by the employee in charge of the 

16 building, faoility or equipment wherein the emergency occurred. 

17 The contracting agent, or his deputy in charge, being satis'fied that 

18 the emergency exists, is hereby authorized to award a contract for 

19 s'aid work or labor, materials, supplies or services. 

20 b. Upon the furnishing of such work or labor, materials, supplies 

21 or services, in accordance with the terms of the contract or agree­

22 ment, the contractor furnishing such work or labor, mate'rials, 

23 supplies or services, shall be entitled to be paid therefor and the 

24 board of education shall be obligated for s'aid payment. The board 

25 of education shall take such action as shall be required to provid~ 

26 for the payment of the contract price. 

27c. The State Board of Education shall prescribe rules and pro~ 

28 cedures to implement the requirements of this section. 

1 4. N. J. S. 18A :18A-8 is amended to read as follows: 

2 18A :18A-8. Contracts not to be divided. No purchase, contract 

3 or agreement, which is single in character or which necessarily 01' 

4 by reason of the quantities re'quired to effectuate the purpose of 

5 the purchasie, contract or agreement, includes the furnishing of 

6 additional services or equipment or buying materials or supiplies 

7 or the doing of additional work, shall be subdivided, s'o as to bring 

8 it or any of the parts thereof under the maximum price or cost 

9 limitation of [$2,500.00] $4,500.00 thus dispensing with the re­

10 quiremellt of public advertising and bidding therefor. In purchas­

11 ing or contracting for, or agreeing for the furnishing of, any ser­

12 vices, equipment, materials or supplies, the doing of any work 
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13 included in or in<.\ident to the performanc,e OT completion of an~· 

14 . project, whi:ch is single in oharacter or inclusive of the furnishing 

15 of additional services or equipment 0'1' buying materials or supplies 

16 or the doing of additional work, or which requires the furnishing 

17 of more than one artic-le of e(].uipment or buying materials or sup­

18 plies, all of the services, materials or supplies requisite for the 

19 eompletion of such project shall he included in one purchase, COI1~ 

20 tract or agreement. 

1 5. N. J. S.18A :18A-18 is amended to read as follows: 

2 18A :18A-18. Separate plans for various types of work; bid's; 

3 contracts. In the preparation of plans and specifications for the 

4 construction, alteration or repair of any building by a board of 

5 education, when the entiTe cost of the work and materials will 

6 exceed [$2,500.00] $4,500.00, separate plans and specifications shall 

7 be prepared for each of the following, and all work and materia.ls 

8 kindred thereto to be performed or furnished in connection there­

9 with: 

10 a. The plumbing and gas fitting work; 

11 b. The heating and ventilating systems and equLpment; 

12 c. The electrical work, induding any electrical power plant; 

13 d. The structural steel and ornamental iron work; 

14 e. All other work and materials required for the completion of 

15 the project. 

16 The board of education or its contracting agent shall advertise 

17 for and receive, in the manner provided by law, (1) separate bids 

18 for each of said branches of work, and (2) bids for all the work 

19 and materials required to complete the building to be included in 

20 a single overall contract. There will be set forth in the bid 

21 the name or names of, and evidence of performance s,ecurity from, 

22 all subcontractors to whom the bidder will subcontract the 

23 furnishing of plumbing and gas fitting, and all kindred work, and 

24 of the heating and ventilating systems and equipment, and e100­

25 trioal work, s,tructural steel and ornamental iron work, each of 

26 which subcontractors shall be qualified in accordanoe with this 

27 ohapter. 

28 Contracts' shall be awarded: to the lowest responsible bidder. 

29 The contract shall be awarded in the following manner: If the sum 

30 total of the amounts bid by the lowest responsible bidder for each 

31 branch is lesS' than the amount bid by the lowest responsible Oidde,r 

32 fOT all the work and materials, the board of education shall award 

33 separate contracts for each of such branches to the lowest 

34 responsible bidder therefor, but if the sum total of the amount 

35 bid by the lowes,t resiponsible bidder for each branch is not 
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36 less' than the amount bid by the lowest responsiible bidder fOT all 

37 the work and materials, the board of education shall award a 

38 single overall contract to the lowest resiJ)onsible biddeT for all of 

39 such work and materials. In every ease in which a contrad is 

40 awarded under (2) above, all payments required t'o be made' und€r 

41 s'uch contract for work and materials supplied by a subcontractor 

42 shall, upon the certi:fi0ation of the contractor of the amount due to 

43 the subcontractor, be paid directly to the subcontractor. 

1 6. This act shall take effed immediately. 

STATEMENT 

This bill amending the "Public School Contracts Law," raises 

from $2,500.00 to $4,500.00, the threshold above which a s'chool 

boaTd is required to se,ek bids for purchases, contracts, or agree~ 

ments. The "School Contracts Law" is thus brought into con­

formity with the "Local Public Contracts Law" which was 

similarly amended by P. L. 1979, o. 350. 



ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
STATEMENT TO 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1226 
• 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 

DATED: MAY 1, 1980 

PURPOSE: 

Assembly Bill No. 1226 raises from $2,500.00 to $4,500.00 the thres­

hold above which a school board is required to seek bids for purchases, 

contracts, or agreements. 

BACKGROUND: 

Currently, the bidding threshold for municipalities and counties is 

$4,500.00 while the school district threshold is $2,500.00. Assembly 

Bill No. 122'6 would bring the bidding threshold for school districts 

into conformity with the bidding threshold for municipalities and 

counties. 



SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

ASSEMBLY, No. 1226 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: JULY 28, 1980 

'fhe Senate Education Committee favorably reports this bill and 

endorses the Assembly Education Committee statement which readi:l 

as follows: 

PURPOSE: 

Assembly Bill No. 1226 raises from $2,500.00 to $4,500.00 the thres­

hold above which a school board is required to seek bids for purchases, 

contracts, or agreements. 

BACKGROUND: 

Currently, the bidding' threshold for municipalities and counties is 

$4,500.00 while the school district threshold is $2,500.00. Assembly 

Bill No. 1226 would bring the bidding threshold for s<lhool districts 

into conformity with the bidding threshold for municipalities and 

counties. 



!E:.2I?_~_ sponsored by Assemblyman Harti.n Herman (D-Glouce.ster) which 

requir.es local boarcIs of adjustment to respond withi.n 1.5 days of inquiry 

as to whether a proposed land ·use will be permitted (mder the munic.i_?al 

zoning ordinance. 

1 
J(d.or statutes were unclear as .to t.he time frame:. withinwhic.h the 

board h~ld to render decision~;. 

A··1212.~ also sponsored by Assemblyman Girgenti,.. wl'lic:h permits a .: 

municipality, by resolution or regulation, to establish parking spaces 

for handicapped persons on county roads lying within muni.cipal corporate:. 

limits. 

The bi.ll mandates a $50 fine for violations of county onlinances, 

resolutions or r:e.gulations est~ablishing parking spaces for. the h<:mdicapped. 

~ sponsored by Asseniblyman Cary Edtolards (It-Bergen) which permit.s 

school boards to make puc.hase:s of up to $4,500 instead of $2 ,500 t~ithout' 

advertising for bids. 

The change makes the school district bidding threshold consistent 

with the bidding threshold for municipalities and counties under the Local 

Public Contracts Law of 1979. 

A:-llt33, sponsored b)' :Assemblyman Karl t..jeidel (R-Merc.er) whic.h amends 

current statutes to permit local government units to' contrac.t: for dental 

covexage for th-eir employees in a group insurance plan. 
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