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[OF.H'ICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

ASSEMBL Y, No. 1837 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
---.--­

INTRODUCED JUNE 12, 1980 

By Assemblyman J)OYLl!~ 

Referred to Committee on Revenue, Finance and Appropriations 

AN ACT to amend the title of "An act conCel'lliJlg electric and gas 

utilities, supplementing Title 48 of the lievised Statutes, making 

an appropriation and repealing P. L. 1977, c. 440," approved 

September 18, 1979 (P. L. 1979, c. 197, C. 48:2-29.15 ot seq.), 

so that the same shall read "An aet 0oncerninp; electric and gas 

utility bill credits, supplementing Title 48 of the Revised Stat­

utes, providing for the transfer of the administration of the 

'Lifeline Credit Program' to the Department of Human Services, 

making an appropriation and repealing P. L. 1977, c. 440," and 

amending and supplementing the body of said act. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and Geneml A§.sembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 L The title of P. L. 1979, c, 191 (C. 48 :2-29.15 ot seq.). is amended 

2 to read as £ollo\vs: An act concerning electric and gas [utilities] 

3 utility bill c1'edits, supplementing Title 48 of the Revised Statutes, 

4 providing for the tmnsfer of the administration of the "Lifeline 

5 Credit Program" to the Department of Human, Services, making 

6 an appropriation and repealing P. L. 1977, c. 440. 

1 2. Section 1 of P. L. 1970, c. 197 (C. 48 :2-29.15) is amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 [The Board of Public Utilities] The C01nm'issionM" of the De­

4 partment of Hum.an Serv'ices shall [establish] administer a pro­

5 gram which shall be known as the "Lifeline Credit Program." 

1 3. Section 2 of P. L. 1979, c. 197 (C. 48 :2-29.16) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 2. [Any residential electric or gas customer: a. who is currently 

4 enrolled in, or applies during the remainder of the 1979 calendar 

5 year and is found eligible for, the program of "Pharmaceutical 

6 Assistance to the Aged," established pursuant to P. L. 1975, c. 194 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faeed brackets [thus] in the above hill 

is not enaded and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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7 (C. 30:4D-20 et seq.), as amended and supplemented; or, b. who 

8 is currently receiving, or who receives during the remainder of 

9 the 1979 calendar year, benefits under the program of Supple­

10 mental Security Income (P. L. 1973, c. 256, C. 44 :7-85 et seq.), 

11 or c. who is defined as disabled pursuant to thf\ Federal Social 

12 Security Act (42 U. S. C. section 416(i)) and satisfies the income 

13 eligibility requirements for the Pharmaceutical Assistance to the 

14 Aged program,] Any residential electric or gas customer who on 

15 J1tly 1 of any year or at anytime d'urinq the succeeding G months 

16 is: a. enrolled in, found eZ,igible for, or, except fo'r the provisions 

17 of section 4 of P. L. 1975, c. 194 (C. 30:4D-23), would be. eligible 

18 for benefits under the program of "Phannaceutical Assistance to 

19 the Aged," established pursuant to P. L. 1975, C. 194 (C. 30:4D-..2o 

20 et seq.), as amended and s1~pplemented,o or, b. receiving or is eligi­

21 ble to receive benefits under the program of Supplementary Secur­

22 ity Income (P. L. 1973, c. 256, C. 44 :7-85 et seq.); or, c., receiving 

23 disability benefits pursuant to the Federal Social Security Act 

24 (42 U. S. C. 416 (i)) and 1neets the income and residency require­

25 ments of the ((Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged" program, 

26 shall be eligible for the "Lifeline Credit Program" established by
 

27 this act.
 

28 [The Board of Public Utilities] The Commt'ssioner of the De­


29 partment of Human Serv'ices shall establish a schedule of eligible
 

30 customers who meet such qualifications.
 

1 4. Section 3 of P. L. 1979, c. 197 (C. 48:2·-29.17) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 3. The "Lifeline Credit Program" Rhall consist of a credit of 

4 [$100.00] $125.00 against the electric or gas utility bill of each 

5 eligible residential electric or gas customer at his principal resi­

6 dence. Such credit shall be applied to the electric or gas utility 

7 bills of such customer as soon as may be practieable, but in no case 

8 later than the bills issued in Oetober[, 197D,] of each year or as 

9 soon thereafter as eligibility is determined, and shall be applied 

10 to each subsequent utility bill after the first until the full amount 

11 of the credit is exhausted. No household shall receive more than 

12 [$100.00] $125.00 credit. III the event that electric and gas are 

13 provided to the same customer by the same uWity, [a] the total 

14 annual credit [of $100.00] shall be applied to the combined bills 

15 from such utility. In the event that electric and gas are provided 

16 to the same customer by two separate utilities, [a] half of the 

17 total anmtal credit [of $50.00] shall be applied to the bills from 

18 each such utility. [Subject to the availability of appropriations, 

19 the level of credit shall be increased to $125.00 beginning in Oc­



20 tober, 1980.] "'Subject to the availa,bility of appropriations, the 

21 level of credit shall be increased to $150.00 beginning in October, 

22 1981.* 

1 5. Section 4 of P. L. 1979, c. 197 tC. 48 :2-29.18) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 4. Upon certification by the [President of the Board of Public 

4 Utilities] Commissioner of the Department of Human Services, 

5 the State Treasurer shall pay to each electric and gas utility the 

6 . amount of the credit provided for each eligible residential customer 

7 served by such utility. The payments shall bE' made pursuant to 

8 a schedule approved by [the President and]. the Director of the 

9 Division of Budget and A.ccounting and payments made for unused 

10 credit shall be returned to the Casino RevenuE' Fund pursuant to 

11 a plan approved by *[them]* *him*. 

1 6. Section 5 of P. L. 1979, c. 197 (C. 48:2-29.19) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 . 5. a. The [Board of Public Utilities] C01r1:m.issione1· of the De­


4 partment of Human Services is authorized to promulgate, .pursuant
 

5 to law, such rUles and regulations as [it] he may' deem necessary
 

6 to effectuate the purposes of this act.
 

7 b. The [board] commissioner shall be entitled to call [to its]
 

8 upon the assistance, [avail itself,] or contract for the services, of
 

9 any State department, board, bureau, commis'Sion, or agency [it]
 

10 as may [deem] be necessary to implement the provisions of this 

11 act. 

1 7. Section 6 of P. L. 1979, c. 197 (C. 48:2-29.20) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 6. [Each electric and gas utility shall, by separate notice, inform 

4 each eligible residential customer of the "Lifeline Credit Pro­

5 gram." The time of mailing and the content of such notice shall 

6 be approved by the Board of Public Utilities] The Commissioner 

7 of the Department of Human Sel'vices is au,thorized to direct each 

8 electric and gas utility to infoTm each eligible residential customer 

9 of the "Lifeline Credit Program" by separate notice. The commis­

10 sioner shall approve the content of any such not'lce. P1'ior to issuing 

11 any such direction to a ~dility, and prio?' to approving any such 

12 notice, the commissioner shall consult with the President of the 

13 Board of Public Utilities. 

1 8. Section 7 of P. L. 1979, c. 197 (C. 48 :2--29.21) is amended 

2 to read as follows: 

3 7. The [board] Commissioner of the Department of If1~man 

4 Services shall submit a report on the "Lifeline Credit Program" 
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5 to: the' Legislature on March 15, [1980] 1981, and annually there;. 

6 after,' Such report shall include, but shall not he limited to, a 

7 summary of the implementation of the program, a study,- of its 

8 impact, any recommendations for its revision, and an estimate of 

9 the practicability and feasibility of expanding the program to in­

10 elude other needy residential electric and gas- utility customers. 

11 The report shall also include an examination of alternative revenue 

12 sources to fund such a program. 

1 R (New section) The responsibility for the administration of 

2 the "Lifeline Credit Program" and all powelwand duties in con­

3 nection therewith is transferred from the Board of PubliccUtilities 

4· to the Commissioner, of the Department of Human Services~- The 

5 personnel, records, files, equipment, books, appropriations,. grants 

6 and other moneys of the "Lifeline Credit Program" are~ transferred 

7 from the Board. of Public Utilities in the Department of _Energy 

8 to the Department of Human Services in accordance withthe "State 

9 Agency Transfer Act" P. L. 1971, c. 375 (C. 52:14D~1 et seq.). 

1 10. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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5. Section 4 of P. L. 1979, <~. 1m ~C. 48:2-~0.18) IS aJnclidc'(] 

to read as follows: 

4. Upon certification l)y HlP [l->n~>.:id(~llt of OIl' Doanl of Puhlic 

UtilIties] Commissioner of tlic DepartmcJ!t of JT1!1I1Gn Srrrices, 

the State Treasurcr shall pay to each cleetrie. amI gas utility the 

amount of tlle credit proYld8(1 for ('nl'11 cligi)llc re,siclential cnstomer 

served by such utility. ~'he payments shall he made pursnant to 

a schedule approwd by [the Presidellt awl] the Director of the 

DiVIsion of Budget and ACC011llting and payments made for mmsed 

credit shall bc returne(l to tlle Casino HenJlltE' Fund pnrsuant to 

a plan approved hy them. 

6. Section 5 of P. L. 1970, c. 1m (C. -18:2-20.10) IS amemlp<l 

to read as follows: 

5. a: The [Board of Public Utilities] Comrnissioner of thc De­

partment of IJUInwn Services is allthori~ed to promulgate, pursuant 

to law, such rules and regulatiom; as [it] he may deem }lCCessary 

to effectuate the l,l1lrposes of this act. 

b. The [board] commissio}/cr shall IJC entitled to call [to its] 

'upon the assistance, [avail itself,] or eontrad for tIle sen'ices, of 

any State department, board, hureau, couu1lis:sioll, or agel1e~' [it] 

as may [deem] be llecessary to implement the provisions of this 

act. 

7. Section G of P. L. 1970, c. 1m (C. 48 :2-29.20) IS amended 

to read as follo'w8: 

6. !:Each electric and gas utilit), shall, by separate notic(~) inform 

each eligihle residontial customer of the "Lifeline Credit Pro­

gram." The time of mailing and the content of such notice shall 

be approved by the Board of Public l~tilities] The Commissiollcr 

of the Depa1'tment of JIwnan Serrices is authorized to direct each 

electric a1ld gas ~ttilitv toin/ooll each eligible 1'esidential customer 

of the ((Lifeline CrPrlit P.,.ogram." by separate 1iotice. 1'71C cOJllmis­

sioner shall approve t7IG content of allV such notice. Prior to issuing 

any s'uch direction to a utility, alld ZJi'ior to approving any SLich 

notice, the cornmissioiler s7wll COJ/sult with the P·residcut of the 

Board of Public Utilities. 

8. Section 7 of P. L. 1079, e. 107 (C. 4S:2--2!l.21) IS amended 

to read as follows: 

7. The [board] Commissioner of the Department of Ihmwn 

Scrvices shall sulnnit a report on the "Lifelil1c Cl'rdit Program" 

to the Legislatl1l'c Oil March l~j, [1980] 1981, and anlJually there­

after. Such report shall inelucle, lmt shall not be limited to, a 

summary of the implementation of the program, a study of its 
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8 impact, any rN'Ol1l111elll1atiollS for its ]'C'Y1sioJl, t1ml all estimate or 
9 the practicability amI feasi IJili ty of ex paneling tIl(; program to in­

10 clude other needy residential eleclric and gas utility customers. 

11 rJ'lw report shall also include nIl examination of alternatiyp rCyellUe 

12 sources to fund such a program. 

1 9. (New section) rrhe responsihility for tlll' administration of 
, 

2 the "Lifeline Credit Program" and all powcrii and duties i:a con­

3 neclion therewith is transferred from the Board of Public Utilities 

4 to the Commissioner of the Departmellt of Human Services. '1'lIe 

5 personnel, records, files, equipnwnt, books, aPlJrOIH'iations, grants 

6 and other moneys of the "Lifeline Credit Program" are transferred 

7 from the Board of Public Utilities in the Department of Energy 

8 to the Department of Human Services in accorchmce with t1lC "State 

9 Agency '1'rallsfer Act" P. L. 1971, c. 375 (C. 52:14D-1 et seq.).· 
.,\ 

1 10. This act shall take effed immediately. 

This bill increases froUl $100.00 to $125.00 the gas and eledric 

utility bill credits provided to eligible senior 6tizens aud disabled 

persons under the "Lifeline Credit Program." rrhis bill also trans­

fers administnttive jurisdiction oyer the program from theDoard 

of Public Utilities to the Department of Human Services, which 

has actually had the principal responsibility for implementing the 

program, and makes purely technical changes in the eligibility cri­

teria for the program. 
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- Permit a cla~n~ to requ2st a physici~. of the s~e sex for a PQysil 

examination. 

A-563, sp.msored by F..ss2Dblj'7:Jan HeElan. T_ Costello (D-Burlic.gton), \.J:'i, 

the Commissicner of Human Ser~ices, through the Division of Veterans Prog=~s 

Services,. to. d~velop a plan for the establishz:2nt, opera~ioh) maint.euance and 

by the State of one or more Veterans Cemeteries. 

~everly(in Burlingtou County) a natioual cemetery in New Jersey func 

by the federal govern~ent, has been filled for several years. New Jersey vet~ 

to be buried in a national ce2e~ery ~ust go to Pennsylvania, New York or }~: 

. Veteran's Administration has no plans for opening another national cemetery ir 

However, they will share in tee costs of developing State veterans cemeter~es, 

This bill will provide the basis for d.eveloping a pl.an for a vet.erans ( 

New Jersey which could receive catching funds for its establishment 2nd operal 

plan must be approved by the Govea.or and the Legislature as a prerequ.:i.site f( 

federal grants in aid. 

~? Hoicn raisi=;sponsored by Ass2nolr--.an John Paul Doyle CD-Ocean) 

credit under the IlLi£eline Credit: Prograill" frO!!} $100 to $125) and includes a 

increase the annual Lifeline Credit to sea for fiscal year 1982. "subject-to 

availability of appropriations." 

The Lifeline Credit p'Cogra::l ,.;a:; enacted last year as a one year experiJ 

a December 31, 1979 cut-off date. for eligibilicyo It has provided approxi~a 

200,000 households with a $100 utility credit. This bill makes the prograa a 

one by providing for the 2.P?lic2.tiotl or certHication of eligible participant. 

July 1, and December 31 of each year. 

. . 1 ~h; C~·S th<> o.d:.rinistration of the Lifeline Credit PrograThlS blll a so .=>l~.L L ,.­

of Hu~an Services.
Board of Public Utilities to t':1~ D2partU'.e::ct 


	CHECKLIST
	FINAL TEXT OF BILL

	SPONSOR'S STATEMENT

	SPONSOR'S STATEMENT


