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P.L.2013, CHAPTER 203, approved January 17, 2014
Senate, No. 1888 (First Reprint)

AN AcCT concerning emergency shelters for the homeless and
supplementing P.L.1985, ¢.48 (C.55:13C-1 et seq.).

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. '[An] No person shall be refused admittance to an'
emergency shelter for the homeless '[shall admit a] based on a
perception or belief that the' person '[who]' has a mental illness
'[and seeks shelter, or food and shelter, at the emergency shelter
for the homeless]!, unless 'there is a reasonable basis to believe
that' the person poses a danger to self, others, or property ', or if
the basis for the refusal is otherwise authorized by law or

regulation’.

2. Thisact shall take effect immediately.

Requires emergency shelters for the homeless to admit persons
with mental illness unless they pose danger.

EXPLANATION — M atter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the abovebill is
not enacted and isintended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thusis new matter.

M atter enclosed in superscript numer als has been adopted asfollows:
Senate amendments adopted in accordance with Governor's
recommendations November 18, 2013.



SENATE, No. 1888

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
215th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED MAY 14, 2012

Sponsored by:

Senator RICHARD J. CODEY
District 27 (Essex and Morris)
Senator DIANE B. ALLEN

District 7 (Burlington)
Assemblywoman MILA M. JASEY
District 27 (Essex and Morris)
Assemblyman RALPH R. CAPUTO
District 28 (Essex)

Assemblyman JASON O'DONNELL
District 31 (Hudson)

Co-Sponsored by:
Assemblyman Eustace

SYNOPSIS
Requires emergency shelters for the homeless to admit persons with mental
illness unless they pose danger.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced:

(Sponsor ship Updated As Of: 6/21/2013)
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S1888 CODEY, ALLEN
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AN AcCT concerning emergency shelters for the homeless and
supplementing P.L.1985, ¢.48 (C.55:13C-1 et seq.).

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. An emergency shelter for the homeless shall admit a person
who has a mental illness and seeks shelter, or food and shelter, at
the emergency shelter for the homeless, unless the person poses a
danger to self, others, or property.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill concerns the admission of persons with mental illness to
emergency shelters for the homeless, and requires the emergency
shelters to admit persons with mental illness, unless they pose a
danger to self, others, or property.



SENATE HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES AND SENIOR
CITIZENS COMMITTEE

STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1888

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 7, 2012

The Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens
Committee reports favorably Senate Bill No. 1888.

As reported, this bill requires that emergency shelters for the
homeless admit persons with mental ilIness, unless they pose a danger
to self, others, or property.



ASSEMBLY HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

SENATE, No. 1888

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 10, 2013

The Assembly Human Services Committee reports favorably
Senate Bill No. 1888.
This bill requires that emergency shelters for the homeless admit
persons with mental illness, unless they pose a danger to self, others,
or property.
This hill is identical to Assembly Bill No. 2938
(Jasey/Caputo/O'Donnell), which the committee aso reported
favorably on this date..



SENATE BI LL NO 1888

To the Senate:

Pursuant to Article V, Section |, Paragraph 14 of the New
Jersey Constitution, | amreturning Senate Bill No. 1888 with ny
recomrendati ons for reconsideration.

This bill would require honeless shelters to admt
individuals suffering from nental illness unless the person
poses a danger to hinself, to others, or to property. Ensuring
that the nentally ill are not routinely turned away from
honel ess shelters is sensible and responsible. Protecting the
honel ess has been an inportant goal of ny Admnistration,
exenplified by the Executive Oder | signed |last year creating
the Interagency Council on Honel essness, which is tasked wth
devel oping a ten-year plan to prevent and end honel essness in
this State.

| recomrend additional inprovenents to this bill that wll
further enpower shelters to offer broad aid and services to the
honel ess. As drafted, the bill fails to provide standards for
determ ning whether a person suffers froma nmental illness, and
| acks criteria for eval uati ng a person’ s pot enti al
danger ousness. Addi ng those guidelines will ensure the safety
and well-being of shelter residents, and provide appropriate
direction to shelter staff faced with delicate and sensitive
decisions as part of the daily service they provide to the
communi ty. Toget her, these inprovenents wll help open w der
access to tenporary housing, and foster shelter settings that

provi de essential care and confort for New Jersey’ s honel ess.



| herewith return Senate Bil

it be anended as foll ows:

Page 2, Section 1, Line 7:

Page 2, Section 1, Line 7:

Page 2, Section 1, Line 8:

Page 2, Section 1, Lines 8-09:

Page 2, Section 1, Line 9:

Page 2, Section 1, Line 10:

[ seal ]

Attest:

/s/ Charles B. MKenna

Chi ef Counsel to the Gover nor

1888 and reconmmend t hat

Delete “An” and insert
“No person shal | be
r ef used adm ttance to
an”

Delete “shall admt a”
and insert “based on a
perception or bel i ef
t hat the”

Del ete “who”

Del et e “and seeks
shel ter, or f ood and
shel ter, at t he

ener gency shel ter for
t he honel ess”

After “unl ess” i nsert
“there is a reasonable
basis to believe that”

After “property” insert
“, or if the basis for
the refusal is otherw se
authorized by law or
regul ati on”

Respectful ly,

/sl Chris Christie

Gover nor



ASSEMBLY, No. 2938

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
215th LEGISLATURE

INTRODUCED MAY 14, 2012

Sponsored by:

Assemblywoman MILA M. JASEY
District 27 (Essex and Morris)
Assemblyman RALPH R. CAPUTO
District 28 (Essex)

Assemblyman JASON O'DONNELL
District 31 (Hudson)

Co-Sponsored by:
Assemblymen Eustace and M cK eon

SYNOPSIS
Requires emergency shelters for the homeless to admit persons with mental
illness unless they pose danger.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
Asintroduced.

(Sponsor ship Updated As Of: 6/21/2013)
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2

AN AcCT concerning emergency shelters for the homeless and
supplementing P.L.1985, ¢.48 (C.55:13C-1 et seq.).

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. An emergency shelter for the homeless shall admit a person
who has a mental illness and seeks shelter, or food and shelter, at
the emergency shelter for the homeless, unless the person poses a
danger to self, others, or property.

2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT

This bill concerns the admission of persons with mental illness to
emergency shelters for the homeless, and requires the emergency
shelters to admit persons with mental illness, unless they pose a
danger to self, others, or property.



ASSEMBLY HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 2938

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: JUNE 10, 2013

The Assembly Human Services Committee reports favorably
Assembly Bill No. 2938.

This bill requires that emergency shelters for the homeless admit
persons with mental illness, unless they pose a danger to self, others,
or property.

This bill isidentical to Senate Bill N0.1888 (Codey/Allen), which
the committee also reported favorably on this date.
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