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[OFFICIAL COpy REPRINT] 

SENATE, No. 229 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION TN THE 1980 SESSION 

By Senators A. RUSSO and GREGORIO 

AN ACT concernmg the unauthorized disclosure of information 

concerning grand jury proceedings. 

1 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

2 of New Jersey: 

1 1. a. A person, including a public officer or employee, who"", with 

2 the intent to injure anothe'f, purposely"" dicloses, other than as 

3 authorized or required by law, any information concerning the 

4 proceedings of a grand jury commits a crime of the fourth degree. 

5 A public officer or employee who ""[violates]"" ""is convicted of (J, 

6 violation or this section shall be dismissed from his office or dis­

7 charged from his employment. 

S b. A person injured as a result of a violation of subsection a. 

9 of this section may bring a civil action in the Superior Court 

10 against the person *[making the unauthorized disclosure]"" *con­

n vided of the violation"". The person making the unauthorized dis­
" 12 closure shall be liable to the injured person for actual damages 

13 plus punitive damages of not less than $1,000.00 01' more than 

14 $100,000.00, reasonable litigation costs and reasonable attorney 

15 fees. 

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thud in the above bill 

is not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. 
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By Senators A. RUSSO and GRT£GORTO 

A'S ACT concernmg the unauthorized disclosure of information 

concerning grand jury proceedings. 

1 BE IT EXACTED by the Senate and General Assem.bl:lJ 0/ the Sta.te 

2 of New ,Jerse?J: 

1 1. a. A person, including a puhlic officer or employee, who dis­

2 closes, other than as authorized or required by law, any information 
9 

" concerning the proceedings of a grand jury commits a crime of 

4 the four·tIt degree. .A public officer or employee who violates this 

5 section shall he dismissed from his office or discharged from his 

6 employment. 

7 h. A l~el'son injured as a result of a violation of subsection a. 

S of tbis section may bring a cl.Yil action ill the Superior Court 

9 against the person making the unauthorized disclosure. The person 

10 making the unauthorized disclosure shall be liable t.o the injured 

11 person for actnal damages plus punitive damages of not less than 

12 $1,000.00 or more than $100,000.00, reasonable litig-ation costs and 

13 reasonable attorney fees. 

:t 2. rrhis act shall take effect immediately. 

S'l'AT.EMENT 

'Ellis }Jill y,·ould mah the unauthorized di;:;closurl~ of any ilJ.forma­

tion coneerningo the proeeedings of a grand jury a criminal oHense. 

Additionally, if t.he person making the unauthorized disclosnre 

wa;; a public official or employee, such person would be subject to 

dismissal from office or Plllployment. 

This bill would also permit any person injured as the result of 

an nnttuthorizerl disclosure of information to sue for the actual 

11a.nU1.~·es plus punitive damages of not less than ~h1,OOO.OO nor more 

tllJlrt ~lOO/)()i).OO; reasonable litigation costs anel reasonable attor­

ne~\' fees. 
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ASSEiyffiLY JUDICIARY) LA\V) PUBLIC SAFETY AND
 
DEFEl'ISE COMMITTEE
 

STATE1IEWf TO 

SENA1'E, No. 229 
with committee amendments 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DArrED: NOVEMBER 16, 1981 

'l'his bill a3 amended., would make intentional unauthorized disclosure 

of information concerningproce~ingsof a grand jury a crime of the 

fourth degree. Conviction of thia crime would be a condition precedent 

to final dismissal of a publio officer from his office, u.s well as to the 

commencemet of 8. civil suit. 



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT TO 

SENATE, No. 229 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
 
DATED: NOVEMBER 24, 1980 

Senate No. 229 would make the unauthorized disclosure of any in­

formation concerning the proceedings of a grand jury a crime of the 

fourth degree. Crimes of the fourth degree are punishable by up to 18 

months imprisonment (Presumptive term of 9 months) and/or a fine of 

up to $7,500.00. Additionally, if the person making the unauthorized dis­

closure was a public official or employee, such person would be subject 

to dismissal from office or employment. 

This bill would also permit any person injured as the result of an 

unauthorized disclosure of information to sue for actual damages plus 

punitive damages of llOt less than $1,000.00 nor more than $100,000.00; 

reasonable litigation costs and attorney fees. 

Senate No. 229 is supported by the Office of the Public Advocate. 

The Division of Criminal Justice feels that disclosure of grand jury 

information is better treated as criminal contempt. 

Senate No. 229 is one of eight bills dealing with grand jury procedures 

by a subcommittee of the Judiciary committee at a series of public hear­

ings. At these hearings, the subcommittee heard testimony from repre­

sentatives of the Division of Criminal Justice, the Office of the Public 

Advocate, the N.•J. Bar Association, and the N. J. Prosecutors' Associa­

tion as well as from interested citizens. The subcommittee recommended 

Senate No. 229 favorably. 
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